




SECOND APPENDIX 


TO TUft 


THIRD REPORT 
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MINUTES OF EVIDENCE 

« 


OK Tits 


AFF4mS OF THE EAST-INDIA COMPANY. 
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RETURN to an Order of the Select Committee of the Honourable Houde of Commons on the 
Affairs of the East-lndia Company, dated Ist duly 1831 ; — requiring 

A Copy of the Corkespondencis between the Chinese Government, the Chief of the English 
Factory of Canton, and the Court of Directors, respecting any alleged Breach of the Laws of 
China, subsequent to the Departure of Mr. Plowdcn and the Succession of Mr. Baynes; stating 
the grounds of difference between the Chief and the China Government, and the Proceedings 
thereon ; also, such Official Papers us relate to the Death of Mr. Mackenzie at Canton, and 
Proceedings thereon, up to the latest period. 


(A.) — Papkus relating to the alleged Breach of the Laws of China. 


l^xtract China Consultations ; dated respectively, 


Pith October 1830 ... 



Page 

... 407 , 

13th November 1830 


427 
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... 410 , 
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428 
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... 


... 425 

4th January 1831 


4.38 
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‘2d November 1830 

Extract Letters from 

... 426 

the Select Committee 

at Canton to the Court of Directors: dated 

respectively, 

23d October 1830 ... 
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1st January 1831 
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445 

15th November 1830 

... 

... 

... 443 

; lUh Febniary 1831 ... 


ib. 

1 5th December 1830 

... 

... 

... 444 

: 13th April 1831 

... 

ib. 


(Bo — P apers relating to the Death 

of Mr. Mackenzie at Canton. 


Extract China Consultations ; dated respectively, 


4th October 1830 ... 

• 

Page 

447 

13th October 1830 

Page 

462 

5th October 1830 ... 

••• 

460 

18th October 1830 

463 

6th October 1830 ... 

••• *«• *• 

466 

20th October 1830 

464 

7th October 1830 ... 


ib. 

21st October 1830 

... ... 466 

10th October 1830 ... 

• •• »■« 

468 

22d October 1830 

... ... ib. 

12th October 1830 ... 
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. 469 

23a October 1830 

467 
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RETURN to an Order v)f the Select Committee of the Honourable House of Commons on the 
Aifuirs of the East-lndia Company, dated 1st July 1881 ^requiring, 

C opies of anjr Ohders given by the Chief or Committee of the English Factory to the Com- 
manders ot the Company’s Ships, respecting the bringing up of an Armed Force to Canton, 
and regarding the using Force to proceed up or down the River, and the Answers thereto ; 
and also such Orders for sailing from Whampoa as may have been issued to the Company’s 
Ships witliout taking out a Port Clearance, or Grand Chop. 


(C’) — Papers relating to an Armed Force for the Protection of the Company’s 

Factory at Canton. 


Extracts China Consultations; dated respectively, 

VoftP 

JOth October 1830 * 4fiO 25th October 1830 ... 

‘?lst October J830 ib. 1st November 1830 


rnqjt 

470 


(I).)— Papers relating to Orders for Ships moving clown the River to rcliirn the Fire 

of the Forts, 8cc. of the Chinese. 

Extracts China Consultations ; dated respeclively, 

, I I'ajrt 

inth Noveuihcr lvS30 472 19th November 1830 -4 7,5 

lyth November 1830 473 ! 


IIKTURN to an Order of the Select Committee of the Honourable House of Commons on tlu 
Affairs of the East-lndia Company, dated 8th July 1831 ; — requiring, 

V'ntuac’Ts of so much of the Letters in their Public and Secret Departments of the Select 
'C ommitcee of Supracargoes at Canton, to the Cour of Directors of the I'.ast-India Company, 
as relates to Communications which have taken place between them and the Chinese Local 
Authorities, wlictlier Mandarins or Hong Merchants, relative to the Redress of Grievances, or 
the Acquisition or Assertion of Privileges, since the 1st January 1810, and down to the latest 
period to which the same may be procurable. 


{1-; ) — Papers relating to the Redress of Grievan(Es, or the Acottisitjon or Asser- 
tion of Privileges. 


(1 J — Debts due by the Bankrupt Merchants Gnewka and Ponqua: 

Extract Letters in the Public Department, from the Select Comjnittce at Canton to the Court ol 
Directors; dated rcspcrtivcly, 

£>4th October 1810 474 I 21st March 1811 475 

.2htli November IblO ... ... ib. | 10th January 1812 ... ... ... tb, 

(2.) — Heavy Burthens on the Trade; 

Extract JiCttcrs in the Public Department, from the Select Committee at Canton to the Conn <4 
Directors; dated respectively, 

2(iih February 1810 47« | 2:st March 1811 47(J 


3.)- -C ompany’s Sliips detained in consequence of a Chinese being killed by an English Seaman : 

Extract Lcttcis in the Public Department, from the Select Committee at Canton to the Court of 
Directors; datpd rcspecUyfilyy , , ‘ 

SiW: Jattuhry 1911 479 

479 riOtli January 1812 480 
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403 


(L)— Company’s Ships detained in consequence of the Hong Merchant§ refusing to satisfy 
extortionate Demimds of the Hoppo : 

Extract Letters in the Public Department, from the Select Coinraittce at Canton to the Court of 
Directors ; dated respectively, 

31st January 1811 482 

10th February 1811 48.'^ 

(5.) — Trade of the Season delayed in consequence of the Viceroy directing that Mr. Roberts, 
one of the Select Committee of Supracargoes, should leave Canton : 

Secret Department : — Extract Letter from J. F. Elphlnstone. Esq. to the Hon. the Chairman of 

the East4ndia Company ; dated Canton, 23d[ December 1813 48, 

Extract Letter in the Public Department, from the Select Committee at Canton to the Court of 

Directors; dated 22d February 1814 , 48*1 

Extract Letter from the Select Conimitiee at Canton to the Secret Committee of the Court of 
Directors; dated 22d February 1814 4^7 

(6.) — First lieutenant of His Majesty’s Ship Indefatigable attacked while on Shore, and 
severely ill-treated by the Chinese : 

Extract Letter in the Public Department, from the Select Committee at Canton to the Honourable 
Court of Directors ; dated 10th January 181SJ 

(7.)— Respecting the embaiTasscd Circumstances of some of the Hong Merchants : 

Extract Letters in the Secret Department, from the Select Committee at Canton to the Court of 
Directors ; dated respectively, 

March 1813 ... 4 kh 

31st March 1813 ... id. 

Extract Letter in the Public Department, from the Select Committee at Canton to the Court of 

Directors; dated 23 J February 1814 4SJ) 

Extract J welter in the Secret Department, from the Select Committee at Canton to the Court of 

Directors; dated ICth January 1813 4!)J 

Extract Letter in the Public Department, from the Select Committee at Canton to the Court of 

Directors; dated Kith .Janiuiry 1813 403 

Extract Letter in the Secret Department, from the Select Committee at Canton to the Court of 

Jlircctors; dated 11th March 1815 rA 

Extract Letters in the Public Department, from the Select Committee at Canton to the Court of 
Directors; dated respectively, 

12th March 1815 403 

' 9lh April 1815 404 

Extract Letter in the Secret Department, from the Select Committee at Canton to the Court of 
Directors; dated 0th April 1815 ... ,,, ... ... ... ... ,,, ... ... i'-. 

Extract Letter in the Secret Department, from the Select Committee at Cantou to the (’ourt of 

Directors; dated 30th April 1815 ... 4l!)5 

Extract Letter in the Public Department, from the Select Committee at Canton to the (‘uurt of 

Directors; dated 13tli October 1815 4' (i 

Extrnci Letter in the Secret Department, from the Select Committee at Canton to the Court of 

Directors; dated 3d December 1815 ... .. ... ... /Vj. 

Extract Letter in the Public Department, from the Select Committee at Canton to the Court of 

Directors; dated 12th Janiiary IS Ki 48/ 

Extract Letter in the Secret Deparniient, from the Select Committee at Cantou to llie C ourt of 

Directors; dated 3.‘M February IS KJ 49>- 

Extract Letter in tin* Public Department, fr.om the Select Committee at Canton to the C'ourt of 
Dinjctors; dated 28th January 1831 . , . 

(8.) — Attempt of ihc Chinese to establish a Cohong: 

Extract Letter in the Public Department, from the Select Committee at Canton to the Court oi' 

Directors; dated 23d February 1814 iUi) 

Extract J-,ettcr from the Select Committee at Canton to the Secret Committee of the (’ourt of 

Directors; dated 23d February 1814 ... 

Extract Letter in lhc^ Secret Department, from the President of the Select Committee at Canton 

to the Chairman of the Court of Directors; dated 33d February 1815 

Extract Letter in the Secret Department, from the Select Connnittcu at Canton to the Court of 

Directors; dated llth March 1815 501 

Extract Letter in the Public Department, from the Select Committee of Snpracurjrocs at ( 'nnton 
to the Court of Directors; dated 2(ith March 1817 5(15 
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Extract Letter in the Secret Department, from the Select Committee at Canton to the Court of 

Directors; dated Itifth March 1825 505 

Extract Letter in the Separate Department, from the Select Committee at Canton to the Court of 
Directors: dated g8th January 1830 , ... 50(J 

(9.) — Embassy under Lord Amherst : 

Extract Letters in the Secret Department, from the Select Committee at Macao to the Secret 
Committee of the Court of Directors ; dated respectively, 

mh June 1816 508 

7th July 1816 iA. 

(10.)— Combinations of the Tea Merchants in China: 

Extract Letter in the Public Department, from the Select Committee ut Canton to the Court of 

^ Directors; dated 10th December 1819 511 

Extract Letter in the Secret Department, from the Select Committee at Canton to the Secret 

Committee of the Court of Directors; dated 10th January 512 

Extract Letters in the Public Department, from the Select Committee at Canton to the Court of 
Directors ; dated respectively, 

llrh January 1820 ' 

29th January 1820 5]f, 

(11.) — Frauds, respecting Contract Teas : 

Extract Letter in the Secret Department, from the Select Committee at Canton to the Secret 

Committee of the Court of Directors ; dated 9th February 1828 th. 

Extract Letter in the Public Department, from the Select Commiticc at Canton to the Court of 
Directors ; dated respectively, 

15th March 1828 • 5H; 

29th November 1828 ] ... 517 

(12,)- - Charges on the Foreign Trade : 

Extract Letter in the Public Department, from the Select Committee at Canton to the Court of 
Directors; dated 30t]i November 1818 

(13.) —Discussions with the Government of Canton, Season 18H-16; 

Letter in the Secret Department, from the Select Committee of Siipracargoes at Canton to the 

Secret Committee of the Court of Directors ; datctl Iht October 1814 518 

Extract Letter in the Ptiblic Department, from the Select ('ommittee of Supracargocs at Canton 

to the Court of Directors; dated 4th Deceiuber 1814 521 

Letter from the Select Committee at Canton to the Secret Committee of the Court of Directors; 

dated 4th December 1814 u,, 

Ext»-uct liCtter in the Secret Department, from the Select Committee at Canton to the Court of 

Directors; dated 24th December 1814 5.4 

Extract Letters in the Secret Department, from the Select Committee of Supracargocs at Canton 
to the Secret Committee of the Court of Directors; dated respectively, 

16th January 1815 528 

6th February i8l5 529 

( 14.)— Respecting the Company's Ship General Hewitt; 

Extract 1 -otter in the Secret Department, from the Select Conimiitee at Canton to the (’ourt of 

Directors; dated 4th Nov. 1816 

Extract Letter in lIic Public Deportment, from the Select Committee at Canton to the Court of 

Directors; dated 8fh Nov. 1816 55I 

Extract Letter in the Secret Department, from the Select Committee at Canton to the Secret 

^ Committee of the Court of Directors ; dated 4lh Dec. 1816 535 

Extract Letter in the Public Department, from the Select Committee at Canton to the Court of 

Directors; dated 19tli December 1816 537 

Extract Letter in the Secret Department, from the .Select Committee at Canton to the Court of 
Directors; dated 19th December 1816 * 53ii 

(1.5.) — Respecting His Majesty’s Ship Alceste: 

Extract l.ctter in the Public Department, from the Select Committee at Canton to the Court of 

Directors; dated Stli November 1816 ' 539 

from Sir Thco|)hiliis T.Metcalfe, Bart., President of the Select Committee of SupraeVrgoes at 
Canton, to Thomas Reid, Esq., Chairman of the Court of Directors; dated Canton, 16th No- 
vcinber 1816 ■* 
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Extract Letter in the Secret Department, from the Select Committee at Cantotbto the Secret Com- 
mittee of the Court of Directors ; dated 4th December 1816 541 

(16.) —Discussions with the Government of Canton, Season 1B17-1B : 

Extract Letter in the Public Department, from the Select Committee of Snpraentgoes at Canton 
to the Court of Directors; dated 8 th December 1817 ... 543 

(17.) — Discussions with the Government of Canton, Season 1820-21 Chinese killed by an 
Officer of the Company 's Ship London ; 

Letter from the Select Committee at Canton to the Secret Coinuiittee of the Court of Directors; 

dated 7th December 1820 ... »•* *•» ... .«• ... 544 

Extract Letter in the Secret Department, from the Select Committee at Canton to the Court of 
Directors ; dated 29th December 1820 547 


(18.) — Companjr*s Trade stopped by the Canton Government, in consequence of some Chi- 
nese being killed by part of the Crew of His Majesty's Ship Topaze : 

Extract Letters in the Public Department, from the Select Committee at Canton to the Court of 
Directors ; dated respectively, 

2d January 1822 " 548 

5th January 1822 ... 549 

16th January 1822 550 

30 th January' 1822 55.2 

7th February 1822 555 

23d February 1822 5.56 

10th April 1822 ... 55s 

18th April 1822 ... i'5. 

Letter in the Public Department, from Secretary W, H. C. Plowilco to Joseph Dart, Esq., Secre- 
tary, &c., East-India House; dated 7th May 1822 ... 559 

Extract Letters in the Public Department, from the Select Coimuittee at Canton to the Court of 
Directors ; dated respectively, 

30th May 1822 ... ... i6. 

15th July 1822 t*. ... ••• •** 560 

27 til A4arch 1823 ... ... ... ... ••• ... ... ... 561 

Letter in the Public Department, from Secretary J. N. Daniel! lo Joseph Dart, Esq., Secretary, 

East-India House; dated 9th October 1823 ... ... ... 562 

Extract Letter to the Secret Commercial Committee of the Court of Directors from the Select Com- 
mittee at Canton; dated 20th November 1822 563 

Extract Letter in the Public Department, from the Select Committee at Canton to the Court of 

Directors; dated 16th November 1826 ... 564 

Extract Letter in the Secret Department, from the Select Committee at Canton to the Secret 
Committee of the Court of Directors ; dated 5th March 1827 ••• 060 


(19.) — Respecting an attempt of some Chinese to extort Money : 

Extract Letters in the Public Department, from the Select Committee at Canton to the Court of 
Directors ; dated respectively, 

12th January 1823 ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 566 

31st January 1823 ... ... •*» ... ... **• ... •*. ... • 

Extract Letter in the Secret Department, from the Select Committee at Cuntori to the Court of 
Directors; dated 19th March 1825 

(20.)— Respecting the Conduct of the Chinese Custom-house People at Macao . 

Extract Letter in the Secret Department, from the Select Committee at (Janton to the Court of 

Directors; dated 16th Novcuiber 1827 568 

Extract Letter in the Public Department, from the Select Committee at Canton to the Court of 

Directors; dated 18th November 1828 i5. 

Extract Letter in the Separate Department, from the Select Committee at Canton 10 the Court of 
Directors ; dated 28th JDecember 1830 ... ... ••• ... •#* ••• o69 


(21.) — Respecting the Right of the Supracargoes to address the Officers the Canton 
Government ; 

V 

Extract Letter in the Public Department, from the Select Commiltec at Canton to the Court of 
Directors; dated ] 7 tb November 1825 • »r AM •*. 0 
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Extract Letter in the Secret Peportmenti from the Select Committee at Canton to the Court of 
Directors? dated irfth November 18^ ••• *t« ... 570 

(22.)’— Respecting tlie Use of, and Charges fur^ Boats between Canton and Macao: 

Esitract Letters in the Public Department^ from the Select Coi^mUtee at Cai|ton to the Court of 
Directors; dated respectively* / ' , 

17th November 1825 ••• ••• «•* ••• ... bi\ 

10th IMarch 1820 «•. ... ••• ... ... ... •«. ib» 

Extract Letter in the Secret Department* from the Select Committee at Canton to the Court of 
Directors ; dated 10th November 1827 a.. ••• *.* ••• 67S? 

(23.)-^Respecthig an Attack on Captain Walker in Canton : 

Extract Letter in the Public Department* from Select Committee at Canton to the Court of 
Directors ; dated 8lh December 1826 ... td, 

(24.) — Respecting the Hoppo charging the Supracargoes with Contraband Practices : 

Extract Letter in the Public Department* from the Select Committee at Canton to the Court of 
Directors ; dated 10th October 1827 .*• tb. 

(25.)— Respecting the accidental Death of a Chinese on board a Country Ship : 

Extract Letters in the Public Department, from the Select Committee at Canton to the Court of 
Directors; dated respectively* 

30th November 1827 **• ... ... .*• ... •** 

3d December 1827 ««* «•« «•« .«• ... 574 

12th December 181^ ••• •*. ... ... 3 

(26.) — Respecting the Infringement of certain Privileges : 

Extract Letter in the Public Department, from the Select Committee at Canton to the Court of 
Directors; dated l8th November 1828 ib. 

E.xtract Letter in the Secret Department* from the Select Committee at Canton to the Court of 
Directors; dated 18th November 1828 577 

(27.) — Respecting the State of the Foreign Trade with Canton, and the Establishment of 

additional Hong Merchants : 

Extract Letter in the Secret Department, from tlie Select Committee at Canton to the Court of 
Directors; diited 28th January 1830 578 

Extract Letter (Secret and Confidential) from the Select Committee at Canton to the Chairman of 
the Court of Directors; dated 31st January 1830 583 

Extract Letter in the Public Department* from the Select Committee at Canton to the Court of 
Directors; dated 10th February 1830 ib. 

Extract Letters in the Secret Department* from the Select Committee at Canton to the Court of 
Directors ; dated respectively* 

23d February 1830 «*• ••• •«* ... ... ... ... 584 

2d March 1830 

... .*• ••• ... ... ... ... ... 5S7 

doth March 1830 ... ••• ... ... ... ... r>8i) 

Extract Letters in the Public Department* from the Select Committee at Canton to the Court of 
Directors ; dated respectively* 

18th September 1830 *.« ••• ••• ... ... ... ... ... ... 500 

28th January 1831 •.* ... •«« «•. ... .«• ... ib, 

11th February 1831 ib. 


(26,) — Respecting the Trade in Opium : 

Extract Letters in the Secret Department* from the Select Committee at Canton to the Secret 
Committee of the Court of Directors ; dated resf>ectively* 

21st November 1821 50) 

lltb March 1822 ••• ••• ••• ... ••• ... .«• ... ... 503 

19th March 1822 ««• ... ... ... ... ••• .1. ... ... 504 

Extract Letter in the Public Department* firom the Select Committee at Canton to the Court of 

Directors; dated 27th July 1823 ... 505 

Extract Letter in the Secret Department* from the Select Committee at Canton to the Court of 
Directors; dated 6th February 1824 

*** *** .M ... t.* ... 506 
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SECOND APPENDIX, 


CHINA PAPERS. 


(A.) 

PAPERS RELATING TO THE ALLEGED BREACH OF THE 

LAirs OP CHINA. 


EXTRACT CHINA CONSULTATIONS, 
the ISJlli October 1830. 


We have this day received, through the Merchants, tlie three following Proclainations china 1'APr.as. 

from the Viceroy, the Kwanchowfoo, and theNuii-hac-Hecti. — 

(A.) 

‘‘ Governor Lc, by Hoo the Kwanchowfoo, concerning foreign ladies coming to Alleged Breacli 
Canton, dated October llih, 1830: of Laws, 

Hoo the Kwanchowfoo hereby issues an edict to command an inquiry, and rectuire 
answer. 


‘‘ On the 24th of the. 8th moon of the 10th year of Taoukwang, respectfully, was 
received a letter from the Governor, on opening which the following statement ap- 
peared : 


“ Foreign ships coming to Canton to trade, and having forcign^^ women on board, 
it is only allowed, that before the merchant slfips enter the poll, they should take tlie 
f ircigu women and send them to lodge at Macao; they are not permitted to enter the 
poll. This is a prohibition extremely strict. It is impossible to allow it to be viewed 
with contempt and opposed. 

Now I, the Governor, on inquiry, having heard that at Canton there is a Foreign 
Merchant who h:is from Macao brought liis foreign woman (or wife) to ('anton, who 

dwells 


* The term is not directly offensive, but not complimcntury or civil, like ‘ lady ' or ‘ 'llic slmi-lc word 
wife ( T$c) is not used, but iw, which applies to grown servant women, or any woman of advanced years, m iielher 
wife or not. 

3 G 
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dwells Mm in the Idus'ismtoi&stfydoetebytheinteiitioiuiloon- 

Alleged Bresdi "ivRnce and pfdtectipn of the Hbisg Hen^mots Rod Lufgnists. If it be hot strictly 
of Laws. inquired into, interdicted; ^ an mqndritm' take places faereafier iSiere will be a con- 
fused bustleand worse* imitlfttiont '^lch wlll.be a |reat and wieked innovation on the 
laws and regulaUons of the Celestial Empire. 

“ It is necessary to proceed to an extnmtdinaty diqiree ctt^nd^ in ^ nianaging 
theaffiiir. , > < ' . 

“ Therefore an Order is framedi addressed ; to the Fbo Yuen, requiring him to 
assemble imiMfdiatldjfTritb the Nan^hie'Hean, an^^trddngtheMd; td'sttiiinilDtt. together 
the Hong Merl^^ and Linghiets befofe dieir. bar; to itHquire distinctly who really the 
Foreign Mordiettt was who brought the woman ? In what Factory at pretot the said 
woman dwells? ‘Why the Hong Mercfaahts and Linguists prdteCte^ cmudved, and 
did not report? Whedier the custom-house officers and patrole ItneW of the occur* 
rence? L«t One and all of tliese quesdoDS be inquired into^ and mtswers returned, 
that I nuty investigate the fiicts. At die same time is made the duty of all the Hong 
Merchants to command the sold nadbn's CMef to take unmediately ihe said foreign 
woman, and hasten instantly to drive hCr away back again to.Mm^ If again diere be 
presumpdon enough to connive and delay^ the said Hong Merchants and Linguists 
shall posidvely be all degraded front their rank, prosecuted, and severely punished. 
Not the least clemency will be shown. Hasten I hasten ) Stc. 

Receiving this, beside, ordering the Nan-hae to inquire and act, I hereby issue 
an order to the Hpng Mar^nts ' to examine imincdiately-^Here fclloira an echo of 
the above.] 

Taoukwang, lOdi'year, 8th moon, 85th day.” 

Hong Merchants’ Letter accompanying Govanor Le's Order about Foreign Ladies. 

A respectful nodficadon. On the 85th day of the 8th moon fQctober lldi, 1880} 
we receiv^ a document from the Kwanchow Foo, oommnnicatu^ the Governor’s 
Edict Wenowcepy it, and' send it to you to- look at We peay you, gentlemen, to 
euamine and act accordingly. We als9 pray you early to send bai^ the foreign woman 
to Macao, and thus enablle us to state baCk to Govemmmt Rshe dpee noigo down to 
Macaor wo must incur the Gnvernoria anger and reproof. ' At thisliini (the dme when 
the Governor is angry), ask, gendemen, your hearte if they also wOuM not feel uneaqr. 

For this purpose we writi^ a^aro with oompliinents^ . , 

' “ Your% jtc; &C.” 

Slgned.hS^ Hoif^ 7 tea,'janior,.-andulevien other Merchants, 

The cypher or signature is not added by dia liifh menffiarit 

The Governor Le, by.Hoo, the Kvirtmcl^ Foo^ W. dlie Hong Merchant^ proMMdng 
‘ foreigners going about in Sedan Chairs, dated Octdier 11th, IffilO. 

Hoo, die Kwanchow Foo, issues an order pulpose of commanding an 

inquiry and demanding an answer. m ■ ■ , , 

In the lOih year i^Taoukwimg,' the 8th moon and the Mth day (lOdi October), 1 
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i^iyed letter, on' Openingivineh.itwftsfs ^Uows: ' It 

* appealrs4MaHHe iWi^nen .Of the '«p!'jp)tu netii^ to €aotoh i» trade have 

‘ hitherto . w t^e terJSt^ 4“ copital of tKe province oC the 

‘ CelOstidi ltoptn^ it is substihtibte4 (hat 

' the attendants of die prindpal office oC police have stated verbally to me, on the 21st 
t <tf the ppes^. jnp^,(7.di ,io((j||fit)^, .tl?Bt, theyha^ seen a Company’s foreign writer, 

* Asha (Astell), . who has come to Canfcs^ ^m Macao, publicly entering his Factory 
‘ seatj^d, ill ei^r. 'J’h^^dly « the..di®nity of the ^^^ilations. 

» very near to the :^d J|^i|pers : how 

* th^ is ..it thht dn^ iieve hot in the l^ been aware of this, etch^ipid into it, and 

‘ plit a stop tp U? is a com^ete disregard of the laws, , . , . , 

* Cniting diewB oircupistances, I immediately write an official letter giving orders, 
‘ and send &e letter to the K^wanchow Foo, that he; may immediately take under his 
‘ direction the Nan-hae*Heen| sunimon the Hoi|g Merchants and Linguists before his 
‘ bar, and examine clearly why the aid foreigner, who has come from Macao to Can- 
' ton,’ enters :the Factoryseclted in a chair? Whether the said Hong Merchants blew 
‘ of the circumstance, and purposely, copnived at it or not? Or whether there are 
‘ amoi^ tihe Kotig Merchants some worthless vagabonds who have brooked to flatter, 

< thereby leading to die foreigner’s presuming to perform this act of non-confbrmity 
‘ to old usage. Beside this, whether or not .there have- heretofore been any other 
‘ foreigners going out, and seated in chairs? One by one examine and invesdgate 

< these things clearly and truly, and, according to the &cts report back again, that I 
‘ may investigate to the bottom. 

* Furthermore, with severity and earnestness^ make responsible and command the 
‘ said Hong Merchants and Linguists to enjoin the order on the said nation’s Chief, 

< that hereafter the smd foreigners, going from the Factories to their boats, and from 

* their boiU:l to iheir Faittork^ Uiusti ill, as ofbldj walk on foot; they must not over- 
‘ step theiu propir sttoion or ratdc, and go ibout in dioirs. If diey presume purposely 

* te.-oppose, iminedHttely.duLll the nud I^g-Merchants and Linguists be degrad^ and 

* examined, withont<«ny.c£imency heii|g extended to them. ILiateni hasten ! !’ 

** On dbe receipt of this, besides causing the Nan'hae>Heen ,to examine and. report 
back to Hie, 1 alK^ uniting the above circumstances, issue an inrder to examine, into 
theaubjectk . .When the; order readies tbe said merchants, let them immediately ,ex8r 
mine clearly why the said foreigner, who has come from Macao to Canton, eaters the 
Factory seated in a chur ? Whether the smd merchants knew, of dremnstance, and 
purposely Cminived at it or notf whether there are some worthless vagabonds who have 
brooked. to dk^Ti dietdiy leading to the foreigner’s presuming to this act oFnon^n- 
formiiy to old usage ? Besides tbs, whether or not diere have heretofore been any other 
foreigners going out and in seated in diairs ? Examine into thelb things' clearly one by 
one; then taking with yoii the Linguists first, go to the Nan-hae>Heen with a prepared 
statement, and wait till hu.hkfl!-toa!niagbd the ^ness to die utmost Also present a pre- 
pared statoment to hie; that > Liimy investigate to the bottom, FnrthereMXh, with seve- 
rity and earnestness enjoin tba^^er pa die said nation’s Chief, that ^bireafier the said 
foreigners, in going from thelFFactDries to their boats, and frotn.'.dieir boats to their 
Factmies, must, asof pldiwdkpu fixHi .diey ttolst niHoreixa^ thdr proper station or 
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twi^.aml go about in chain. If tb^ prastme pai||OHljjl»,; 0 }q}(^ shall 

' said Hong Merchants and Linguists ^be mgradlsd .and .exai^ined» without any cle- 
nyn<y Iwing extended to thenu Hasten, hasten t lliese m ^ ords^ . , 

« Taoukwiing, lOth year, 8di mohdi^ 85tb day (Octobw l.lth^ 1^0).”^' « 

We refrain at the prewnt moment from ahy romi^nlt on. tihe.spitit ah^’tesidr of 
these documents, and merely remark, that in consequence 'df the Ediqt relucting 
foreigners sitting in Medan chairs, Whi^\ap^>ei(!s te.6e publiihi^ witb-^ other o^ect 

than that of wantonly irritating their minds, we, came to riie remlo^n of itti^leS^ 
in some degreC to 'the Chinese public, that &e iiisiilt had nof Jmssed imnddeed- We 
consequently directed the following placahl, writ^ ip Cbinesd characters! to be forth- 
with hung up at the gate of each of our Factories, andgavestrict prdcm tpsee it.canied 
into effect. ^ 

** To’dl ^bin it may concern : ' ’ . - 

In consequence of a certain occurrence, the Select Committee who direct the affairs 
of an English Company, have in Council 

Resolved, That hereafter every class of persons sitting in sedan' chairs shid) be dis- 
allowed to enter the gate of the Company’s Factory. The porter is ordered to intercept 
all chpir^ and prevent their entering. If any person refuses to listen to. him, both the 
chair and the individual will assuredly he expelled by force. : Every one will do well not 
to try the experiment with his person. ' . 

“ Taoukwang, lOth year, 8th moon, 87ih day.” ' 


' EXTRACT CHINA CONSULTATIONS, 

Dated Ititii October 1630. . < ' 

We have this day received through the Merchants a chop from the Hop^ which is 
a counterpart of the Viceroy * received oh the 12th, vrith the 'exception tif the following 
concluding remarks made by> the Hoppo: r ■ i •>. .. 

Hoppo Chung’s Remarks in communicating the Governor’s orders, recfiveid . . 

: October 16th 1630. 

“ This coming befohs me the H^,o, I, on, the receipt, of examined and find, 
that, for foreign merchants to bring with them married or unmarried women to Canton 
to dwell, has already, in the 16th. year of Keen-lung (Itfil), been interdicted by the 
then Governor Chin, in his official reply, which is on record. 

“ Afterwards, becanse that for foreign ships sailing' back, ' it is difficult to approach 
Macao to receive families (on board),’ it was requested to go by the inside river to Whsm- 
poa to embark, and agtdn «that was rejected anddisrilovred by tiie than. Governor Le. 
Since fo^ foreign women to be brought even .fo Whampoa' is contrary to tiie laws, how 
can there be such a principle aS.that of presuming to lo^ themselves at (Canton) the 
capital city of a (province,) . ' ' 

« Dated October I3th>d0tii yem(8th'mooh$ BlFthdayi* - ■ 

Extract 



SECECT'GOMMlttEE OF tse HC^SE OF COMMONS, in 


Wth October 18^0, 

A PARTY of at)ont etghtyi consisting of commanders, officere, and gebtlemeh of the 
Factory, this day proceeded to the city gate^^ In charge of the following Add^s, of 
which four copies were made, directed, to'ihe Viceroy, Hoppo, Foo Yuen, and Iseaug 
Keun, a Tartar general. A^ |^rty equally numerous, composed of British mercHcmls, 
and commanders and officer^, of country ships, had preceded them by about a quarter 
of an hour with petitions to the Viceroy and Hoppo on the same ;^bject» 

XJpott Wailing ehO'^t haff m hourat the city gates, the Kwan Keep appeared and 
received the seyeraL letters, which he promised should be forthwith delivered, according 
to their respective addresses. The two parties then joined together and returned to the 
Factory; 

Translation of Chinese Draft of a Memorial to the Governor. 

“ TTie President and Select Committee, Messrs. Baynes, &c. to his Excellency 
the Jproyernor, &ci, fpr the purpose of clearing up certain Affairs which concern 
them. 

« A respectful Address:— -The English who come to Canton for commercial purposes 
invariably look up with respect and reverence to the Sovereign * of the great Tsing dy- 
nasty. But among the hundreds of officers of Government appointed, it is unavoidable 
that there should be an inequality, some good and some bad. Some who, by a thorough 
understanding of the human feelings, by extending what they themselves like to others, 
and by a benevolent government, win people’s hearts f. On the other hand there are 
some who, being undiscerning, by an irregular use of authority and power, and who 
from selfish motives rule in a tyrannical and vexatious manner, lose people’s hearts. 

Is it not one High Heaven that has torn all the nations of raankiucl ? Are they 
not reciprocally of the same ^ecies? It was the same Heaven that gave existence to 
Manchows and Chinese which gave existence to Englishmen ; and with Pligh Heaven 
there is npt a partial l^eart. Ch|na is by Heaven conferred upon the east, and Eng- 
land, by the same Heaven, is coplerred oh the people of the west. All nations belong 
to High Heaven ; they should not boast against each- other :f. 

Since Canton is opened as a mart for foreign trade, it is incumbent to receive men 
from demote parts with civility; they should not be insulted and treated ignominiously. 

“ But on the 4ih of the 8th moon of the current year, tliere was an official proclama- 
tion publicty exhihUed, containing many unfounded and disgroccAil assertions concerning 
foreigners. As for example ‘ It b directed that the Hong Merchants and linguists 
< shall continually teach the foreigners, repress their pride and profligacy, and insbt on 
« their turning with all their hearts towards civilization, Now, excepting two 

or three of the Soiag Mferdmnts, they are all without any learning or knowledge, and 
the custotu house interpreters are a still more ignorant set. The local Mandarines 
calling on them to erect themselves into masters to^nstruct and teafeh civilisation to 
" ^ ^ ^ , foreigners, 




(A.) 

Alleged BraaCn 
of Laws. 


• ♦ May he live ten thousand yeam^ implied in Che name Wan-Luy-Yay, given him Ja tke, original, 
t TIjese are Cbiiieso ideas and phrases; belovtr, also, there Is a good deal of the same, 
t This paragraph ie intended to undermltie jCfae. ^usive pretension^ of the Celeritiel Bmpicei and the Chinese 
|4icti always pretend to treat with tender kindness. 

{ Or conversion, renovation. 
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is indeiMl^reiy l«iu^bl&’ '8i« muM 

Alleeid iSreadi ®® cinfeing, &c., it may be ,sew ttot, :(be gwjit o$|sew‘<if Cfeverninent wish to 

of lA»n. oause.the native people to look upon fbni^|i^'as 1Mur^:»roiis nations. 

TJyit'is'truly treating with tendetn'esu' str^^’in't^^'^WdL ’.’"'ii V'WP'^h:' ''■!•' ■ "' 

“ The said Edict further speaks of &r«^er{s t^Bg ^ h^ h^i^^praithutesi luid 
lan^age dmrving of Uie utmost indigiuttijm;i ’for English:' consider die‘-cnme 
alluded to driving of death, and the publdc idi^sely bate such utorthtfid wkdtpdiien. 
How can the great 9fficers of Government ^thouf any ...the least prabS phbiddt. 
grounfSt^ reports, ithich they have sobgbti^ td. bii^. ^tt(^'uy^,and dhgfiicecu ill 
&reigners ! Hpw is this exemplifying the principle hf ttcating tendedy strangdii 
land! , ^ y :>”>?■:, sv-.', ■ ■ 

Another ofiBcial Edict has also been isstud condeming Tordl^t* sittii^ ' ip 
shoulder-carrii^[«s, saying, < that ^meigners ^oilig frcmi: the iboatpito dMlr.rPaetories, 

‘ and from their Factories to dieir boatSi must wtdk on fiiotf and not oveimep their 
* rank b^ ascending chain,’ &C. ; , ,.,i ; . 

But the local 'oifficen continually issue Edicts, saying Aat they, vie#, nadms and 
foreigners with the same benevolence. Now from the foreign Factories ,to the mer> 
chants’ Hongs is a distance of one, two, ot .three JCi'if the weather be very hot, or if it 
rain, or if ^e individual be wearied and faint, to order the ibr^gner to walk on foot 
while the native crnnmdnalty sit in chsuts trhenever'thqil please.: how is this viewing 
natives and foreigners with the same bepe^olence? ; > 

“ Butt further, this Edict says, * Fweigners must not overstep their rank,’ &c. 
But we know not how the great Mandarinra took tipon the persems apptdnted . by the 
English to transact the commerce, of what rank th^ are. It is, tbar^tfe, incumbent 
on us to t^ dial our Supracargoes and Wiiten are tdl the sons and younger 
brothers of country gendeiuen, of civil t^d' military officer^ Ac. ; A emtidn fsostom.! 
house domestic gaveTerbal intormmion against .a p«nen he called.¥Bshn(Astdi)i- that 
Astell » the son of onb who has oden been at thcih^ of the Company’s Court, ami 
who has many yean bem a Member of the .Greet. Couie^ . of dto British natiem. 
How talk of his overstepping his rank by sitting in a chair ? ; . 

'The native salt merchants, Hong merbbantt, custmn-l^use wuteif .and in|e^ 
preters, are all seen in phairs when they please,^ .HoWr^M^it bf caii^ .that fiiraigners 
must walk on foot? Is diis viewtog na^vto apd foitejgnen wkh die same benevolence ! 

“ There is also a trery rude Edict, psing the expretsipi;, f fofeign women.’ Now, 
according to the laws of J^gland}. evbry .man can . marry hot. one wjifp. , , The custom of 
condubinage does not exist, therefore the peieons. the ]^ict cells foreign women are the 
wives of forei^ merchants. The. Compeoy’ei'Serrants in. management of cominet'inal. 
affairs are required to be in Canton siit or more moathv <;t^ty.ycar; now how doics fy 
accord with. reason .end the feelingf^qf hnipan. Mtiire, to dec|are .that the wifo. sliall 
not accompany her husband, and quie% 

to .others as we vrould be donef to? >^a native ollcers pin allbwed/to.&ire'^ their 

' ■ . ' ' "" .• ' ■' ■•'■fiimiifes" 


t Chinese pitrafie. 
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cmKA Pimin. 

fiuniUeslatlte pnb^ol^h . ;.W] 4 y.^oald tbe fora’gn inen^t n^tbe «Uove4.xo have ■‘~r 
tempjH’arayhis family in hfai F^iy? , •, , , . , . 

“ T 0 sum up dw ii* the great wish to rule foreigners with justice and ofLiwIT^ 
benevolence ai^rs may goon, w^.tn^^ty; but if they wish to insult tyrannize 
oVeT) a;Bd> govern ftweign musnhifnts veipdc^ we really do not know where the 
business will endr Ifhe mdst putient'^tures may be driven to extremes- Wlut 
necessity, ja the nudst of .a vaeuu^ and on level ground, to create a commotidn and 
innvid«t n.reyolu.tion. 

.“.We on specul and widi great respect lay t||is before your Excel- 
lent .■ , 

“ iTaouKWBog,, 10th yeair, 9th moon.” 

l!1ie preceding address .is the composition of Dr. Morrison, and the Honourable 
Court cannot fill to perceive that it isi written with a most anxious desire to condliete 
the Chinese authorities, at the same time, under a fiiU sense of the indignities which 
have lately, been offered to us; it is, in fact, an appeal to the good feelings of the 
high aulhwities to whom it is addressed, and we sincerely hope that it may produce the. 
desired, result 

Extract CHINA CONSULTATIONS, 

20th October 1880. 

• ‘fit f , j ; < 

Howqua then proceeded to communicate the Viceroy’s orders respecting the lady 
now in Canton in the following terms: , 

“ As to womencomuig to Canton, the old law ferlnds it It never can be permitted. 

The Chief is desired lo scnid away the- lady forthwith. If she cannot move imme- 
diately, the merchants are to ascertain in how many days she will go. If the Chief 
sajybe' wilLtK>t.,rem)yve the foreign lady in two or three day% if she still be here, soldiers 
wiU be sent to tbe Faetoiy to seiie a^ drive her out The Chief is to tell the mer^ 
chattts what day she goe&” 

H^wqtia next produced two sealed l^rs addressed by us to the Fqo Yuen and 
Iseang'Ketm, which had yesterday been presented at the ci^vgates. 

The one to the Foo Yuen was given beck to the Kwang Chow Foo, to be returned 
to the merchaUts, and by diem delivered to tbe Committee. Howqua explained that 
the Foo Yuen stated he could not receive any document eoncemiog foreign affairs 
unless through the Viceroy. These affiurs are in tbe Viceroy’s dkpaitment His 
Excellency will receit'e die chop and imswer it The Foo Yuen farther sent the 
following message ^rCi^h Howqua : 

“ For more thain 100 years the English have mtded quiedy to tbe port of Canton. 

The Emperor has aiwaya taken care of the English.; the Viceroy also has alw^ been 
desironi to be friendly towards the Englislu Whatever the Viceroy orduns i-^arding 
foreigners is of eqnal force with the Emperor’s law. The Viceroy cannot disregard the 
fixed laws. If you foreigners disobey the Viceroy’s orders yon disobey the Emperor’s 
laws. If you come here you must respect the laws.” 


The 
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' ,.l!he4seang Keun jetumed the letter^ with n shcrirt menage, merely stating that it wfa 

Alleged Brwcli affair, 

of Laws, 

Dowqua having further stated th^at the Anchasze is orde^ to order 

merchants to bring the Committee s answer r^pecting ^ihe three PaiWecs and the lady 
to-day^ the merchants were requested to retire into another room whilst the Committee 
deliberated on what reply to be returned to their messe^. , ' ' ' 

Passing over the firsjt part of Howqua’s oDmmnnicatipn from the Viceroy respiting 
the tlir^ Parsees, with the mere remark, that it is sii^^m: thata demand so apparently 
reasonable should nojt have been made tintU it was well known; that it could not 
possibly be complied with, the men having left the eountryf we proceed to take into 
our serious consideration the latter part, which Is of a much more important nature* 
namely, where the Viceroy arrogates to himself the power to send aimed soldiers into 
our Factory, and there seize on the person of a British subject . . 

The admissioirof such a power would render us liable at every hour and on every 
occasion to the intrusion of an armed force; it would not only violate the security of 
the valuable property entrusted to our charge and subject our persons to insult* but it 
would be a virtual abandonment of the only protecting privilege we possess in China, 
and one which has ever been considered of the most vital impbrtance. We therefore 
felt that any measure resembling concession on such a point would be highly injurious 
to the interests and honour of the British nation, of which wc are in this country the 
representatives. Indeed tlie mode which the Viceroy has adopted of communicating 
to us on a subject so important by a verbil meissage, instead of writing, appears to 
indicate that he is himself conscious that he is overstepping his authority* and is desirous 
to try the effect of intimidation before he conmaits himself in a more formal tnanner. 
If this threat were obeyed, or indeed received in silence, ’ in the course of a few days on 
any other occasion* we might expect to see it put into execution ; while on the other 
hand, if spirited and decisive measures are adopted to resist the mode in which it was 
conveyed* gives the Viceroy an opportunity of retracting. i 

We therefore came to the determination* with reference to the abstract question of 
personal security, to resist this measure of violating the precincts of our Factoiy, 
hitherto held sacred* to the utmost extremity, and immediately proceeded to take tlie 
necessary measures for repelling the attempt so made.* 

EXTRACT CHINA CONSUtTATlONS, 

2lst October 1830. 

Consultation in full Committee. 

The Merchants hkvirig requested an interview with the Committee, we assembled to 
meet tliem, when Howqua preceded to state; that he and Mowqua hadhkd an interview 

\ ' With 

■ . ; 

* Thl^ msaiutes referred to re«])fctiT)g an armed teree f(^ the protection of the Factory arc detailed in anodier 
Return to the 'HoiioufaWe House.— A'ce Papers (C), 
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with the Viceroy, ta ^hich he eptirel^ disclaimed aay ioteolioii,^to ^ct Oii his threat con- 
veyed yesterday, and that he considered the circumstance of ladies residing in Cshton AHeaicf *ireet*h 
as a thing by no means of sufiicient' importance to employ force to drive them away. of Laws, 

The Merchants then endeavoured to persuade us, that it was merely an ebuIlit|oii of 
angry feeling on part of Ae and offered their own security, as a body, 

that no act of violence shbuid ^^ever be used to molest any person residing in our 
Factories. ‘ 

We informed them that, in an idFahr of so much importance, we did not consider any 
securjity, they could oflfer as at aU satisfactory, and that the guani would not be removed 
from our Factory until we received some document from the Viceroy, which would 
warrant us to consider pur persons and property secure from the intrusion of an armed 
force, while within the precincts of our own Factory. 


extract CHINA CONSULTATIONS, 

23d October 1830. 

We have received, through the Merchants, the following Edicts from the Viceroy 
and Hoppp, iit reply to our remonstrance of ilie 19th instant. 

“ Governor Le, in answer to the Committee's remonstrance of the 18th instant, 
dated October 21st, received 23d, 1830. 

“ The Private Agents’ remonstrance is joined with the Committee's in reply. 

“ Le, Member of the Military Board, Governor of Canton, &c to the Hong Mer-. 
chants, requiring them to infarn\ themselves fully of the contents. 

It is now authenticated that the English nation’s chief, Baynes, and others, presented 
a statement, paying !—:[Here follpwa a copy of the letter of the lOth.] 

“ Further it U authenticated, that the English private merchants, Innes and others, 
presented a, Statement to the same effect. They both have come bdbre me, the 
Governor. Concerning these authenticated topics^ on e^tamination it is found, that 
foreigner^ji (E jin) bringing with them foreign women (fanfoo) to Canton province* 
they, (thp women) were merely allowed to remain on board ship. Afterwards it was 
granted that they should li^nd at Macap. This was ap exlraordirtary manifestation of 
the gracidusness of our sage and benevolent dynasty. It cannot by any means be allowed 
to bring then\ (foreign women) to Canton, All the various nations of foreigners have 
for a long period obediently submitted to this. 

“ As in the 13th year of Keen Lung (a.d, 1751-2), the Dutch Foreign Merchant, 
Laon-leen, in a boat, brought to Canton a foreign uoraan, and resided in the Suyfting 
Hong. At that time, the foreign woman was in custotly sent to Macao, and there was 
issued a severe interdict. * 

Xn the 34th ytdv of Lung (a.d. 1769) an English foreign metchati^ Fee 
Shun,^ clai^di^tinely brpUgbt a foreign slave woman to reside in E- Wo Factory*, Then 
the said foreign slave wpman v^as sent ip custody to Macao, and the Hong Merchants, 
Linguists, Cbmpradore^ and government messengers were severally chastised and 
degmded, as is on record. Afterwards, whenever, foreign women were brought clan- 
dfestinely to C^ton, they were always sent hack under custody to Macao. Of late„ 

3 H for 



CHIKA PJkrSM.' 

«nr more yearj, ^ Ibrngirmfrehent* 

... . has been no such tiling as bringing women or girfa Jo be 

^'lbws. ' * *be said foreigners wore by fio mew* of;4W h». v , n . , ■’ 

^ Now tlie said Chief Baynes, bow cimiM inteBtitnadly ^pow |»eb and 

orders, and bring «dth him a foreign wbnnui to. Cabh>B ei^ tO/dw^t *dtb,4bttP> iD. jtba^^ 
foreign Factory ! And after having glTen.oi!denr . to lum^ Ke still ':ikgBii|..atupidj|y uitS!qh 
duces the case of diose in conns taking wbh them their Mendai^ foiHiSes^ kt^-. 
specions argument. Dofo he not kiiow thet theawhw lCaiicMm miist.be. rmblra 
their courts before they are allowed, td havei'foeir fomilfos ^wHbt them?’ j|f tlugt obe. 
deputed on public business, whether fi^o>ia(geriorihdrtec tiim,'lhey’««'imt ell^^ 
to take their families with them. The law io^dtand manifest. . Now the said hation!s 
Chief has received the oommands of his Kiagrto. oome to Centao -.prevkiciel- city to- 
tradi^ whiefa. is not difTerent fromurecidving an Imperial Commission to go .m aoarjbsin. 
errand. Tlien even if he does falkciously compare his case with nathts b^andarins, he 
ought not (according to bia own allowing):, to bring his family with biim SdU Jfber 
(or nfoer she) semoue early to Macao, hO ' will aomd a. very,, a veiy sever* scmUay. 
As to tttting in sedan diairs, originolly, it is a. small business. But foreigners, ’being, 
in the provincial city, imve^not heretofore been alloved to ascend ehaira. < In going out 
obd in from their Factories to their boats,, or from, thdr boats to their Faetpiries, if it. 
rained, or if they were sick and found it impossible to walk,' still it was only proper 
for them eo lean oh some irapport and proceed. They wwenot oltowed to dr^in topics 
and dun with pedtione. ' 

Agaht, heretofore, ^br consequence of vacbbs foreign nations csmiii^ to Canton, 
providee to trader whose languages wwe miinteWgible, end they incapable , of. under- 
standing the prOfirieti^' laws, prohibStkms, and orders of the Celestial Umpire, it was 
difficult (or impdssibleyfor them to avmd pride and profligacy- Further, being appre- 
hensive that the Security Merchants,. &c. ouglit be ,nuh>at in their dealing^, or that 
traitorous natives might Seduce to^ a vidation of. the laws, &o.. therefore^ even since 
the reign of Kiien Lihigi. every year when the foreign adps ittaucoenion came into die 
po?t, pHOclamations ,contiHti|n|p severe interdfots were pUblifoed coca, redly with the 
intention of lodcisg down and oompossionatmg the fore^ers, to prfvent their being 
entangled in the net of tlii law- Tbki wnsith* des%n. But tbo^aaid fore^fhen in their 
petitionj turis it 'idloi a dt^rae^l hsiik to- them,, wfoich really ifoows their ignorance 

of the subkt4miaUdes of the businriu- . . , 

** To sumnpaU : The interdiats and orders are. of dd stan^mg^ Wd^have npt by 
any means been oommenped today. . The «dd foreignsrs hwe as fliey ovght,. to 
conform' obediently ' to the oM regdadons- Then, npidonbli, dtere wfll be mutnal 
trmiqdliity without disturbance. If in respect to former interdict^ there be an pten* 
tioiial 'tTposirioa and dittiirbtiiiee meatefl,.if is afl 'hroughf, u^n themselves by the said 
foreigners, ' It is ty ao means the ease^ that the Ceie8^.BmpucJbAv .nqt,t^towcd a. 
gracious compassion. Tty and ask: .Have tbwse iddfoi’dgnem,pafieid.o«er.m> ipthtfuse 
ocean, wveral tltiini-tmi thousmid le (foiles) .foRtbepnrpotes ofiipnnrie^^ to, Create 
distarbancC? ’ 'Widt an iapartul mioA riWtfy oohrider, had jma ,«rill he vehempntly 
aroiued(orawaltenfed'to'a,Mhk.«f'yo<ir'eondidon). ■ ■>. 

UnMngtheaUwi^’cirausHstaBces^ an order is hereby iswedilo flke H<|ig, MIrchantt 
to wjoih ibt^wifo pcMpbdotiify these orders on the said foteignent for their ^ffience, 

. ' that 
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Hkat ni^ ^ ia tbt 78(11017, sod immediately 

(m&r imr to ibe dimmed m Me^ 

*< HoraeiWi ord^tliathmeoilm, wbethm amviag or at reel, there must, be in all 
caaee ail obedience' to tbe kiws and regulations of the Celestial i^Bi^iiref The 

tbi^gn women tooling in diips are only idhnred to reside tenqiorarily at Macao. It is not 
aHowed that they shonld be brought to Canton. Furtheis it cannot be that in the 
pftwmdal ehy (foreignera>i9»y 'aa*^ and at in Chinese shoulder-carriages. If .there 
be presiimptuous jatendoiud disobeiKenoe^ ab the dfeoders will be inv<dved in a aevere 
scriititiyi Hasten, hoMenrl Tbeto are tbe (Kxiersi 
“ TmU Kwang, ilhh year, 0th month, Sth day.” 

Hop|}o<%eng in ire|dy to die Committee’s remonstrance of dm l&th instant, and the 
remonsirarrce of private British, merebaats of the same date. Issued OcUdrer 82d > 
received 28d, 18^. ' 

** Cnono, Imperial Commissioner of Duties at the port of Canton, See. Stc. to die 
HOng Merchants, rei|uiring them to make themselves fully acquainted with die contents 
thereof. 

“ It is anthentieatedi that the En^ish iiatioft*is Ghi^, Baynes and others, have pre- 
sented a foreign petition written in the Chinese character, $aying-*[Hen: follows a copy 
iff the doenment of il» 18th.] ■ 

“ And it is authenticated that the snid nation’s Private Merchents, Innes and others, 
presented a foreign petition with a Chinese transiation, saying— [Htere follows a copy.] 
In consequence of these, examination being made, it is found that the taking off the 
interdict against ingress from the Southern Sea^ and permitting feneigners to acommer* 
cial intercourse^ oebuvred at the commencement of the Dynwty, from which to the pre* 
sent is a hundred and some scores of years, during which period, for the foreigners pf 
various nations who came to reside at Canton, there has been no affair which has not 
had old regulations, and there' hsis bemi no man who did not obey the fixed lewsji for 
the language and the dress cf natives and foreigners are entirely diiforent ; and the.Ce- 
Icstial Empire's usages are' alt honourable and strict. How is it possible to suffer tiie 
want of a marked ^fferenCe bring made between those inside and tlwse outside? 

« Since the said foreigners come to triide, it is only incumbent on them lo obey impli- 
citly the orders of Goveritment. iFdiey disUkethe restrictionsasdiftcalt to beendnred, 
it is perfectly competent to them not to take the trouide to come so great a dietitoto,. 

« ddl the g^t officers of government in Canton look op and realite (his Mii^y's) 
desire to treat forrigners tenderly, and they cotitlnualiy stoop to manl^t kindness to 
those who cothe t but in matters which regard prohibition^ how can they in the least 
indulge in remMess. ' 

Now, atoording to iTbat the said Qiief &ynes, and odrers have stated, they say, 
that on the 4th of the 8th moon a Proclamation was put up, containing laDguaga.,>n» 
tended to degrade and insuitthesaid foreigners. . , • ^ ^ . 

** Jleretofore it has bton the.nde, toncerning foreign ships entering, dwit |for^ j^ir my 
o£^ to examine the old records, 'and uniting with the Governor, |ssu« {jnxnami^ons to 
be pasted up against the foreign Factories. Fimn the 57th year :(4. m,l78S} (ff K^n 
lung dll no% it has been in successive years conformed to. The practice was by no 
means commenced this year. Heretofore the said nation’s tradiiq; Foreign Minehonta 
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aieaN^feeW _ ,, 

'hw^nttided in Canton many ypartf and Jiac bao^ ^Mlto #e 

t&faign f^sctori^. Ilow;did liRremaiH put 

Rp aiKording to hmi^ a^ in patt yaaflt tttm ttbmm. €h» bdt oHiy 

this yeai’ open out hia irn^falar craajr pcoeeedi|p|?>/vTli«i« maMi^ 

■traitor in the concern, 'diH^ing and fanotog.^ha,'flaHite''tV-'’.- *' '•?''>*■' V '■ 

“ The Ullage of tbe said Chief and bthmat^diadtiwiii afi^Teli^^'p^ 


elude yourselves fmm'the lj& «rbl(di< nature giyetf sf^ ^eitiRidjde,’HdMiti^jhiaB!d k d^ 
petitioh about overstepping station or rank^tand waendh^iitedait'dinlcs. < v ' ■ 

. f rfhe said Foreign Merchanu have; reskHd# Catttdn ohy fiw past. ’ In 

past days, when going from the Factories to’ i^ boata, and fiom Ibe bdats ’to '^e Facto- 
ries, did theyascend chaihj or did they walk'on foot? Were dterC no tithes' ofhPt 
weather or of rain then P Did it never hapften that men’s bodies were wearied then f If 
formerly the said foreigners had ascended chairs, and at this tithe th^< wMe interdicted 
and stopped, then perltaps tliere would be a seiiiblance of a little tyranny- ‘ Btitif origi*- 
nally fhaywelked on foot, and now suddenly ascend shoulder* earriagesj isithot over- 
stepping their station? , . ' ' '■ 

The'importadt ground of the pro^ncial eity k expo8edi»*'diet!ew 'of every e 3 'e, 
and inside native people may not be menially employed by outside forergners (or barba- 
rians). The said Chief and others say, that the persmt A^i,*trhosAt in acfaair, is the 
soRofe'iaenibei; of dieir National Legislature. WheO^that Foreign Merdiant lives in 
hisowa country, he k no doubt the son of an honouiwble offioer; but when Ire comes 
with mereli«iit Ihipa tOv Canton, sod k ootproceedieg’to Court with tribme, . here no 
doubftfae most iperely be viewed as a trading Foreign Merchant. Since the said Chief 
and others understand what is reOsonaUe end just, how k it they will not apply their 
thoughts, and awaken to a sense of propriety-t 

“ As to what thp petition sayea^t foreign women residing la die Factory. Here- 
tofore when foreign women came to Cahtoo province they were originally allowed to re- 
side tmpporarily at Maonor werobroug^t to Canton cky, it was fora long time 
past an offence against the i^tdtea of ;tim lo^ ,iprernipti|. Ip the IddiandSith 
years of Kfan Lung (a. D. 1701 , aod 1769), there were cases in the Courts of fiweign 
women and slaire (or, j^ry^t) yyomt^.bi^ brought np elahdytdn^ to Cniton,* all of 
whom were by the tiien Govemots i^t back in ouatody to Macao. Iheye are papers 
which may be examin^. 

“ The said Chief and othei«/1n pttouding to die romm^id; aS^uii^ have their fixed 
residence at Macao. Canton is pply their temporary resideno^. , Uvety day (or ofdina- 
rily), by retptradng a p^it, ,tii(y:Can go up apd down,, and .petibedy attknd to their 
families. ' 'What necessity k dierc foir persons with ditib^dt irits and difi^rent lan- 
guage Kfoom die natives) to excite a cpi|modon in the lE'achmas, and, Iby a pOssliHlity (d 
' ’ ' ■, ' ' ' , ' V one 


t Ib'di^ Oovernot** reply. Uit lsteriiiet wS> tacendiiw the AMtider-ekitiits, oi Slttbw^bsMiik ehi^; 
but St tick, end not sVstowUk, Uul IbNimer tesn wURBbbsnmwiroiu)Mntto]ni. ■wbatyuskniilSi 

UfoMmectSen it ia aatmf lU mfi a attiKei “a taortw,” hdd ep bytbe hsmis, Mid myprebebiy bd tb« 
i»Me et todie neen biunMo bjtidle. Aittie isaeckssmBdbt^MitholdwibyttUs btHdW; whicb ststmeM 
ttitdiAenit''toiM9MANiM‘«& ’ ■■ ■’ -fi' 



turn the 

subject iutii[’tn«ttei;jiiB>4nfiQite efteror«^et. Let the said Chief and bothers conidder iii' 
teoseljr thei«.ewn >pei!soBs. and.: fsmiiieinirA'ibv the saietj^ cf whom it- is very inoniidwnt on 
tham to tfdi« pr^tModcu*^ (and. not, Mng them intq places of danger). To $tiiB.,ap the 
, vhide» thd stud Chief and oth«t»<.haiiitig ; passed over, the ocean so great a diMaoce to 
pome, and tradet onr.fiaered JPynasijri^wbichbenevolently nurtures 10,000 states, doubt* 
Im.urill not in;..the liea^degmo'idew.themim ways. But the Hwa and dte Ee, 

the dovrerynadtm and .the barbarian. formgnei^ must be distinctly divided; between 
those inside and rthose outside them mnst.be erected a great bowdary Heretofore 
there;baf bem no precedent for entering the Factories in slioulder-carriages, tlierefore 
walhhig on foot i» no harsh treatment. Heretofore it has not been the rule for foreign 
women' to . reride in Canton,* therefore sending them to Macao is really the way to 
give entiireisecuri^. , 

“ The said Chief and others must, as is propm*, consider the subject deeply over and 
over again, and be careful not to let other people befool them, vainly spending their 
angry breath in restive conduct, which may turn toself cuttmgoff the road of commerce. 

“ Uniting these thin^ an order is hereby issued to the Hong Merchants to enjoin 
these commands on^the.saidC^ief and others, for their obedienoe diereto. 

Oppose not. A, tpecial Edicto ...i'. 

“ Taon Kwang, lOth.year, 9th m., 6th d. (a. n. October 22d, 1830.)” 

A Proclamation, containing ideas much the same as the above, is pasted up at the 
Hong Merchants’ Hall. It is issued in the united names of the Governor and Hoppo, 
and Iseang Keuo. Date,. October 23d. 


, EXtfiJUrr.; CHINA CONSULTAT?!^^ 

2hth October 1830. 

We have received fVoin' the Merchants the Mowing ^ct ftom the Iseung Kenn, in 
reply to the remonstrance addressed to him on toe 19tir Instant 

“ King, the Iseung Keiin, in reply to the retoonsttonces of the Committee, and of 
the private British Merchant^ of the 18th instant; dated 23d October, received 
23to October 1830.' ' ' ’ . . * 

“ Kino, toe Iseung Keun (or Commandant) of Oonton, hereby replies to 

toe two pedtt^s of the English Foreign Merchants, Baynes, Jardine pothers. .. 

On ,eEmninatioo 1 &id toat all Foreign Mefchgats coming to ,^ton to trade 
ought to toe ns^ies and regulations of the Cdestial Empire. This has long been 
a fixed rule; and all Foreign Merchants, wlto reverence and obedience,. have also 
hitherto long yielded respedfd submisrion. The great officers appointed on toe borders 
have i^ewise, from tone to time, explained clearly toe prohibitions and commands, iadd 
issued proclamations and perspicuous edicts ; and fearing toat toe various Eq^el^^liller* 

f. f "V*<toants 


Atiiikl, ^ to toid of* 
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IMINA KVKERS. 

ciunts ver»iiot 7 «t «b]e to imdentand 

,.. ^ 1 ^. ehtcnts cleariy -sad miiHiteljr tQ«^ti Uwilf ediot^r indiMKijpp^^ caums that 

^Uwst att'the’foreigiiers should fcaows thebwt of tho ^ ttwfcMPoqs 

natim also ahonld not dmiei in li»e ftu<ktof4hSMj«ii«dii)l^^ :«if(Jte. diaiutbuMMS. 
'Hhs *»s to quiet ^ fii«iiqgs.of fmlpsm. MndUy ta Kl^>tr 

tenderness to (breigner% and txiL soothe and tnmqdil^ theffif Ntthe.said 
ignorant how to be eagnteijl. to gratUudqi t«in jtroclitniationi 

disallowing them to hRngfoKi^n Wfw^' ;«hh ‘‘dd d»* 

allowing diem to sit iftfudan chaifs, Ij the Is^uiq^ 

Keun, have no connection whatever triih ^ tnanagemClit of foieign affiuraf but as it 
is authenticated that a petition has been presented to me on these ¥1(10^,1(911^ h have 
exsidiaed, and filwh that hitheno, foreign women weretmiy allowodtoi'hi iai^rlSaieiM 
ships, and to reade temporarily at Macao* ; they have never yet been pemitted to b« 
brought up by others to Canton provincial (^y. 

« As to the various Foreign Menifaaq^ trading, after amndingtbe diore from their 
diips, it is incumbent on them to keets th^nnelvar qni«l« and wait in their Factories, 
staying till dieir merchandize is disposed 6f, and Aey )ta¥e par<dHued and set in order 
new mewhainHiia. : Thwnit is incamhent on, them immsduteiy to get into their dhips, 
return to Madatk and th«Hee retnm> to their country. ; HiAarto it has not been per- 
mitted to sit in sed<tn irimirs. The iixed reguiatioiai beutgibiiSy hewcaa ^ be allowed) 
to don vrith disputatious petitions. 

^ Beside%'thO:Wprils epncaiaed in. die pedtipnsare very wild and fitllaeions; bnt in 
consideration that they ore foreigirnnhailld dmt thmr Janguage and notions of justice are 
dilftjrent (fiapm those of. natives), I do not inflict serrw chastjsement; since it is authenti- 
cated that they have also petitioned theOovernar, the Foo' Yuen, and the Hoppo, they 
ought to wait till they have replied byprpclamation fo( their ^mmonds to he obeyed. 

“ Dated Tapu Kwap|^ iflth yewr,- tn. Tth d. ' (October IBflO.)” 

Several days having , now ^i^^ed since die direatof the. Viceroy to send on armed 
force into our Factories was intidiatofl to a$» and ajhhoii^h dml Menflisnits have solemnly 
assured us that no such threat would ever be put into tdceoutibn, yet no written docu- 
ment has been produced to satisfy onr ininds eh so importaht a subject, we therefore de- 
termine to address tlie fcfllowii^ letter to die Viceiftiy ; . ’ ' : 

,, " To his ExcejijBticy the Vicerpy pi! Cahton- 

“ On the 20di of diis month the Hong Merchants Came to us , in a body, and stated 
that they bad a message to dulivp- ftom your ExceBemgs tfeey were ordutpd to 
make known to us in the most fluinal manne^„tofiieaUog tht^^thp nwds as they fidi from 
tlieir inouths miglit in their presence bf jcommitt^ to wjjthig; this fas done, and dtey 
have, in consequence, been placed upon our rooprd& We wm strwk with^ 
surprise oa dieir statlDg,; that . your,, Ewel^my, had con^nanded them to ioi^rm as, that 
ill two or diree dap an armed military fl>rce would be tent into our Fairies to seize 
the person of a Britidi sulgect. We hod for a long succiaupii Of years fldtsatiafld, that 

;,r * 'V .r. ■■ „ ,.■ ,, / vhfle 

— ") I . f ■: r:£ rr rrr . ..yr-' -— T f- r- 7 ' ! •■ > 

* There ii acoalOskn Is tli#%t)gbMl» siMing iweMdylten the peopis atgffaqreU ip Jlw Xpmi |Emb'« oiBst 
being but ill acquainted with tbe aitkt 



SELECT ^jeMMfrair b# tbb IIOIJSmOE common. 4n 

while in commereiid tnmsictidn^ our persons 

were secure^ jtideed^ w« h»w been confirmed in this feeling by die eonluCt nfdi former 
Viceroy*. K fo ^ nnder eenirsaees. of perfect security thet trade can posribly be 
eaixied en; our litres aod peMoa* dtrecttned in so formal and sudden n mannery wfaat 
nematned for ns bnt iMHnffy teifeDdets^r protect ourselnes. Self presenwtion is 
the first principle. The fodings of disnnst and alarm that this message of your- JBxUel* 
leni^ has created in Unr 'lAtiidti- and in that of all the foreign' community, can only <b6 
allayed by a strong asMtraheh IWm your Ehcellehcy^ that the persons of all British 8ub» 
jecu in ou^ Factories cm aeCtfoeyJod these btail^ngs inriolate the intrusion of an 

srmed'foroe:' --t ' 

' ** 'ChMitoH; ■ 

Sfi.Cctober 1880/^ . , - Signed by the £resideiit>' 


^ , , Bated 88t)i October 

Tiris afienwen the Senior Mardiamt* waited’ on the FTestdent, and delivered to hinv 
die ftillowhig Edict from the Viceroy, at die same time renevinjj^ in the strongest terms, 
their assnranees, that iio< molestadon would be ever offered to> any persons resident in 
our Factories. 

“ lleplyof Governor Le to Committee’s note of October 25lh, dated 27dij received 
; ; ' ' ■ evening of 28tli, 188ft. - 

“ 'Mfttnbtt of the l^tary BWd, Governor of 'Can^n,. Stc., to the Hong Mer- 
chants. ’ ',,, 

^ It is audienti^^ ^diat j^e English nation’s Chie^ Biynes, ond others, have pre- 
sented a statement, saying— [Here follows a copy of tbe'C^mhdtOte’s note of the 2dth 
instant] 

This being ^uthendcate^ coming Wore me tb«t iSsiiivmior, I have examined, and 
find that in consequence of an Incfim, Foreign liferciiant Ida foreign Factoiy, beating 
to death mDutch captain, ^ it being riglit according to law that the affair should 
revert to the local officers to examine ij^ it, report to their superiors, and manage, the 
said Chief mid others delajnsd tp deliver bp the murderers. Further, there was an oppo- 
sition to regulations, in bringing op a fobdgn woman and to remde in the Canton 
F8ctorie& ' ' 

“ Bie ^bid Chlef'and others sent statements, with a coloured explanation,, tlierefore I 
ordered the Hong Merchants to command, solemnly, foe said Chief and others to obey 
implicitly, attd ai^ie to old^r^ulations. That they must not- intentimiaUy disobey 
and bring ttpon themsdvas the guilt oPperverseness. 

** The language used abemt sending troops to drive out and expel,* was under an 

' appr^ieasion 

*— ' i„ ^ 

• Fse ring, JKeii cAiiA. Itie jrwcM<’H>vny]ianhpbiti(M, uwAinthe antdoeinneot; itxncinSfdriTiiicrutle 
out «f & fleld, and mgs out of s jrnrd. The neU word usedlft reftrenoe to the fotean womui was m, to send under 

eastody of the pohoa 'JHH w<sd used Ixfoy ts.jho, wMeh'deBatps gidiig in , ' , 
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“ The Celestial Empire benevolently tK>umbes» righteo«tel]r rectifle» a^.g^^^ 
magnifies a vast forbearance- How i/a it possible^ that for firibfots of men in a petty* 
petty, bairbarian * Fnetory, troops should be ituM^d to ^terminate ! 1 1 the said 
Chief shd others could not explain this intentfob (in'tbe H(n^ Hehihant’s fiireat), foey 
stupidly listened to the teaching of trattorous persons, and forthwith presumed, in oppo- 
sition to inhibitions, to order guns and arms to be brought up^ and arrange foem at the 
door of their Ft^ory.' This is still more wild end erroneobs; only tiy to thinh, if in- 
deed the said foreigners had among them an illegality of a very important nature, I, the 
Govenmr, would instantly fiy to report to the Emperor, and the Gotemfoent troops 
vrbuld gather together like cldbds, exterminate them, and leave a' peVfect vaciiutt. How 
could their guns and arms they have brought presiime to oppose such a foiee. 

As to what the statement sent sayS, that they have prepared tb defend themselves, 
is also very foolish ; again they say, that heretofore, for a long time, they have had 
confidence in the management of business, &c. ' If for a long time they have had con- 
fidence, then they ought not, in what has long been disallowed, to disobey and act irregu- 
larly. ■ 

“ This year the stSd foreigner, Wei Lirt Luce Chay, arid others, were 

shipwrecked on the coast of Fedeeiu, 1 reported to the Emjyeroor concerning them, gave 
them food to eat, and delivered them o ver to the said Chief to lend them home. How 
can it be supfKJsed that Foreign Merchants at Canton tranquilly trading, will not be 
protected. , , ‘ 

“ I, the Governor, in transacting public affairs have never once failed to keep faith 
with the people. After this explicit order, it is necessary immediately, and hastily, take 
the guns and arms, and send them back to the foreign Ships. The woman and girl 
brought must be insmat)|y sent to Macao, then trhat is gone by may be passed over 
without a deep injury. ^ i 

“ Do not uselessly he in doubt aiid fear, aiiff Ml go on with pride and fright, like a 
vicious horse; moreover, it is incumbent on you to lead and induce all foe foreigners 
hereafter, for ever to obey the laws and regulations^ that hone may presume to disob^. 
If you remain still perversely obstinate and unwilling, assuredly a report will be pre- 
sented to the Emperor, and an order received tp cut off foe commerce. It will also be 
irapossijble for me, the Governor, to stoOp to pfdtect. Let fod said Chief be careful 
that fot (Joes not, by his individual mad opposition, involt'eall foreigners; the crime 
will really have one to revert to. , , • . 

“ 'Uniting these things, I order the Hong. Merchants to enjoin immediately my 
orders on the said chief, to obey ahd hasten to t^e the guns end kmi at foe Company’s 

"Faifory, 




^ fo'hdtt’isNmM 'dp^ffoe^'' so a*'evieiatui , . 

tkw. Therefora; wiB.«pbtoed ottt dwrfy the ultimafo*tahimi^f fo 
foa^ which would aropie'ihd awaken them. Ifinil^ 
and reform (or titer foeSf-wndtiet), whti 

maiesty of foe military’?!'^ '"t., ; 


It Is im|^6^e by. the mtd/ohign (lej to 



ftnd send, 

Uek to brooghtf to jsbide^ui 

tradipgi a^id^hy ioo stopMly Jbteii ito 4^ repo?i«^ ,iisreg4ij%^^^ 

terror, fiiid fear^^d»^wi!M for saifeiflg heViB 

here«^fttiir repent vlAodtefl^B^ These ere the orders, vs , > 

« Taou Kweng, latb yeer, 9th » llth d, (27th October 1880*^ ; ,;i 

The Mowing Addresi^ to end ifpppo having been approved of by the 

Bpfod, wiQ be fo^ardod to their respective addresses as soon as they are translated. 

“ \ To the Viceroy of Canton. 

‘‘We have received fnam the Hong Merchants your Excellency’s letter on the 
subject of foreign women coming to Canton, and on foreigners not being pennittedi to 
ride in sedan chairs. In regard to the former we are told, that It is contrary to the 
laws of the Celestial Empire for foreigners to have their wives rjssiding with tliem. But 
the public records of foreigners at Canton show that their wives did formerly reside with 
them: the custom has fallen into disuse for many years from foreignei*a not wishing to 
bring them to this city. In all civilised nations it is ordained that men should live with 
their families, and it is invariably found, tliat those who do are tlie most peaceable bnd 
least inclined to create disturbances. But if such be the law of the Celestial Empire, 
how comes it that several ibreign women did reside in Canton for many montlis last 
season when the ships were here: no prohibition then existed, or it would have been 
promulgated; the thing was publicly known, no concealment w'as attempted, and no 
disturbance or confusion ^ to suppose that such a dung could happen unknown 
to the. police, or to your %€ellency, is what we never can believe. Was the law then 
suspended (if such a. law does exist) only to be now put in force to imtate and insult 
with more efifcct } for what can irritate more, or make more redclessof what acts 
they commit, than to endeavour to tear from them, their wives and families. With 
respect to foreigners not being alldwrtl to ride in sedan chairs in a provincial city, the 
law and custom are much at variance, for we ourselves have at different times for the 
last twenty years ridden in sedan chains when going to merchants’ houses, and our pre- 
decessors have done the same time iinp«^iorial, even to the palace of the Viceroy* If 
a man be sick, and cannot walk, and yet he obliged to attend a merchant’s warehouse, 
how is he to get there if boats cannot be used, unless in a chair. Your Excellency 
cannot sorely mean that be is to be hoisted on a man’s shoulders, or conveyed in a 
bpket such as pigs are carried in ; we know nothing else he could have recourse to, and 
we know well what a disturbance such a sight as thisf wpuld cause, „ and we dread the 
coii^quences that inight ensue. Your J^xcellency is said to see into the heart of his 
Imperial Majesty, but we will not be persuaded that a pa^ohibition so devoid of all com* 
passion or benevolence, so unworthy the character of a civilized nation, can emanate 
from so wise a SoveiVigm 'At^ permitted , to come here to trade, to disperse bur 
moneys and yet not be petmit^d to shelter ourselves from the heat of the sun pr die 
inclemency of die weadier; as Wl might we be told that the laws of China in a pro- 
viaeial city forbid us to wear a hat pr use an umbrella. Let foreigners be treated, not 
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orders 


■ « Tio hSs Exoell^cf ibe Hop^^ 

“ We have received from yoflr fixcelfericyan Edict embfadng severid topics, to 
which we now reply. In regard to the insulting and highly irritating proclamations 
pasted up against our Factory, walls, as well as to the absurd prohibition now for the 
first time attempted to be enforced against foreigners riding in chairs, your Excellency 
remarks, ‘ How is it that the said Chief Baynes and qthers have only now found out 
these insults, and have only now discovered that the weather is hot, and their bodies 
wearied?* We have to observe to your Excellency that wc haVe long patiently borne 
many grievances and prohibitions imposed upon us by the local government, which we 
are satisfied never emanated from the heart of his Imperial Majesty. But forbearance 
is not appreciated, and has its limits. We hear a great deal in the Edicts of your 
Excellency and the other authorities of Canton, about the compassion, the tenderness 
and the benevolence shown to foreigners in this country; but where is the foreigner who 
can say that these virtues so much vaunted by the local authorities in their public 
proclamations have ever been extended to him in Canton; they are found on a paper 
in official documents, but no where else. In regard to riding in chairs, we have our- 
selves ridden in chairs at Canton for the last twenty yean^^lUid our predecessors have 
done the same for time immemorial, even to the palace of the ‘’Viceroy. 

“ The sovereigns of England and China are on terms of amity, and consequently 
commerce takes place betwif^ the two kingdoms, a commerce eqoally advantageous to 
both, certainly not more so to England than to China. Are we permitted then to 
come here to trade, to disperse our money, and not permitted to shelter ourselves from 
the heat of the sun, or the inclemencies of the weather in our necessary excursions from 
our Factories to the merchants’ wardiouses prohibition npw for the first time 
attempted is ridiculous, and never will we b^^ it to emanate from the Emperor of 
China, who, when these things are represented to bim formally, as pevhaps they may be, 
will not, we are confident, sanction unnecessary insults and prohibitions attempted to be 
imposed on foreigners by the local government, for no other purpose that we can per- 
ceive but to drive things to extremides. 

Your Excellency says, there mnst- be traitorous natives concerned with us who 
fan the flame; but we must tell your Excellency we want not the aid of traitorous 
natives to make us know what is doe to ourselves when attempted to be trampled 
upon. 

Let foreigners be treated, not like dogs, but human beings, and they will be grateful, 
and no fear need be entertained of traitorous natives; butdrive them to extremit^sby 
unnecessary insults, and absurd prohibitions, and they will rebeV 

<< In regard to foreign women coming to Canton, the 

show, 
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]a^ 6f nature o^ftins tbkt a riikn sliduM live with Kia wife ahd chH^en; ifod the attempt 
te make a law^subveteh^e of th^iampoa^ with hia 

to be peaceable thatt othera withotit these des ; ahd it is the custom for oiir wires to 
remain at home and employ themselves with their children, and not to htake dfStult- 
bances* But if such a law d^s exist, foihidkimg foreign women to come to Canton, how' 
is it that last seascm, when the «hipi were here, several foreign women resided in Canton ; 
no nouce Wfts>t%ke^. of it, ^no concjealhient was attempted, it was publicly known. Are 
we to suppose tliat the police and authorities were ignorant of this fact? The thing is 
imppssible^ Po.es a law then exist which can be suspended or put in force as may suit 
the purposes pf the local government ? We know, and have seen enough to be con- 
vinced, that many things are done at Canton by the local authorities which, if known 
to his Imperial Majesty, would draw down his vengeance upon them for risking the 
harmony which at present subsists between two great kingdoms, by driving foreigners 
to extremities. by oppresdon, when a contrary treatment would make them peaceable 
and contented/’ 
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EXTRACT CHINA CONSULTATIONS, 

^ Dated 29th October 1830. 

To His Excellency the Viceroy of Canton. 

Wx have received a, jlctter from your Excellency, intended to convey the assurances 
ol'our personal security ;within our Factories, and that they shall be free from all intru- 
sions on the part pf die; Government, we trust tha^ your Excellency’s future conduct 
will prove the sincerity of your assurances of protection, aUd wiU prevent the necessity of 
resorting to measures to protect ourselves/’ 


EXTRACT CHINA CONSULTATIONS, 

Dated iisit November 1880. 

We hafve tliis day received the following Edict from the Viceroy in reply to our short 
address, recorded on the 20th« 

“ Le, Member of the Military Board, Governor of Canton, &c. to the Hong Merchants. 

‘‘ It is authenticated that the English Chid^ Baynes, and others have presented a 
statement, saying,— -[Here follows a copy of the Note of October the 29th.] 

“ This coming before m^ the Governor, I decide accortling to it, tlrnt rince Uie said 
Cliief and others have become pen||ent, and are awakened to solicit protection, I,; the 
Governor, assuredly will noi 'adjrtSfmepri^ of moving the military to surround and 
expel them. ! 

“ According to the contents of the petition, I write these circumstances, and forthwith 
order the Hong Merchants immediately lo enjoin these commands on the said Chief 

3 12 and 
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' '' ; EX:taACT'.:CHm,pi)N;SUL^^ 

,•; ., Dated, 8d Noyewber IWOi. ; - . 

Wa have thii day received tlte followiag Edictifrwn the Vieeroy^; 

^^lEVOm Gdvei^or lie, bhlernig four '^all g^ns to be sent away &om. the Cotspany’s 
Factoty, dated Nowmber, Ist, 1880. 

“ De, Member of the Military Board ipd doveroor of Canton and Kwang^e,. hereby 
issues an order to the Hong Merchants^ with whi^di . they are required to make tbem> 
selves fully acquainted. 

“ It appears diat the English hVoeign Merchants bad brought apd laid up guns in the 
Company's tbreign Factory. Yesterday it was aathentiQaifd.duit the Nan-Hao-Hcen 
and the said Merchants reported that the said Foreigners, opi^ 16tb day of the present 
moon (October 31si),'took two laige brass guns and musketsi, and other military weapons, 
and removed them back to Whampoa* 

“ But on exsmiiM^ it was, authenticated, on a former day, by the Report of the 
Military Station, they altogether brought up two large gups and four small brass 
guns. Now there have pnly been token away two large guns; there are still four small 
brass guns, cbticernihg which no report of their having been removed has yet been 
authenticated. These are railita^ weapons, and without regard to whether they are 
great or small, they all ought not.to.be kept in ^.^actoiy. 

“ Since the said Chief himself says that he'^ in Government, it is in- 

cumlsent on him immediately to take the. four small brass guns, and transport them 
altogether bSek to Whainpoo. 

Uniting these circumstance^ I forthwith issue this order. When tlie order reaches 
tlie said Merchants, let them immediately enjoin it on the said Chief and others, that in 
obedience thereto they may quickly tdie die four small brass guns, and on the same day 
remove them hack, to Wbaippoa pp board, the fordgn ships, and let them (die Merchants) 
again present a proparetjl report of the drcumstance of removing them. It is not allowed 
to delay and gloss, over. Hasten 1 hasten 1 these are the orders. 

“ Tabu Kwang, idth year, iMt moon, 16th day.” 

The guns alluded to in the foregoing edict were three small brass guns belonging to 
the cutter, and were retained in Cimton, in order to be replaoed on board her on her 
return tq, Macao. Feeling anxious, howet^r, that there should be no apparent want of 
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EXTRACfT CHINA CONSULTATIONS, ' 

U ,. , y: i^Oi' 

‘ i V > '! ' ' ‘it *' Y . vVi*’ 

The IbipQo Chung, in r^ply to dieC^pi&il^ 1830j received 

November 13tby dieted the 9^. 

** Change Hoppo, &c. to ^e Hong Merchants* 

It is authenticated that the English Nation's Chiefs Bajne% and others, have pre- 
sented a statement, as follows:-*-[Here follower a copy.'J r ■ ^ ^ 

This coining before me, the Hoppo, I have examined, and find that the said Chief 
and others before presented a petition, in reply to wfaiiOh I expliditiy commanded the 
Hong Merchant to order the said Chief and others to ^here implicidy to the old regu- 
lations,' that they* must hot intentionally oppose prohibitions. 

Now the said Chief and others have again sent in a whining, dunning, disputatious 
representation. Thecontents of the petition are not origiiially worth any further notice 
or persuasion, but indulgently considering that the smd Foreign Merchants have come 
10,000 miles to trade, and it involves their very means of existence, I would' exercise the 
liberality of our holy and Urise Dynasty, which is as ^pansive as Heaven itself and for 
the sake of the feiid Chief others stoop to point otit their stupidity. 

** In their petition thi^ sity that the insulting proclamation suspended against the 
Company's Hong, has be^ reluctantly borne with for many years by Foreign Mer- 
chants, &c. Know they not that the Celestial Empire benevolently cherishes and justly 
corrects. I was ' only' appr^erislve that the said Barbarian MefiSb^nts TOuld throw 
themselves into the net of the law, and therefore previously promulgated instructions, 
and stooped to show the way of preserving all entire. I by no njieEns harboured the 
least intention of harsh treatment. 

^ Besides!, the proclamation stuck im against tlie Company^ Hong has been there 
annually for more than thirty years, fw did not commence to-day. As they say the 
language of the proclamation was rathi^^nominious, why did not the former Barbarian 
Merchants early indulge their anger, and with hearts, dead to the subject, cease to come 
again to knock head at the service for an open market ! Why did they cross an im- 
mense ocean, through numerous dangers, and every year eome. It may be seen that the 
said nation's* native spirit depends solcjy on trade for the necessaries requisite to sup- 
port life, Woollmis, camlets, clocks anti watches are things which China do®s not find 
necessary, but tea and silk are articles which the said nation cannot possibly do without, 
ft is by no means the case that die former Foreign Merchants forced themselves to bear 
patiently, but the fact is, they clung to the means of getting a livelihood (or supjxni^ 
existence). . ■ r ; 


* Nadi^spiUt ; usage or habit. 
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> « Now the said Chief and others disobey,: and pfiend agakust the ordeis^of Goyep- 

AMecldBreaiih went, and on eveiy subject erohkiugly boaSt 

(^aws. ” Governor, and I, the Hoppo, have already met, and according to the ftctR 

reported for the hearing of the great Emperor, although he eheriahes tender thoughts 
intensely, how can he extend indulgence to violators of the law? The statu of things 
must provoke his holy anger to indict severe chastisement, and possibly^ to interdict the 
commerce, not allowing it to Come from the south* 

Although I wish to keep things endre^ 1 have no opportunity afforded to confer 
cooipassionate kindness. This is caused by the said Chief and others themselves catting 
off the means of existence, and involving all the Foreign (or Barbarian) Merchants 
throughout the whole of their country.; The said Chief and others must, as is incumbent, 
over and over deeply mediate, and become aroused and awakened to repent of the past, 
and guard against the future. Do not scheme for selfish convenience, and obstinately 
adhere to your former talk. Thus, with quiet mind, keeping in your station, you may 
enjoy the favour of benevolent rule. Let the said Chief and others look up, and realize 
these thoughts. Uniting these things, an order is hereby issued to the Hong Merchants 
to act in obedience to the tenor of this, and to take the circumstances and principles con- 
tained in the above commands, and addressing themselves to the Chief, clearly and dis- 
tinctly proclaim them to him. It is absolutely necessary that backwards and forwards 
and round about the matter be explained, and be caused to report intensely ! Intensely ! 
A special Edict. 

“ Taou Kwang, 10th year, 9th moon, 24th day (Nov. 9tb, 1830).” 


EXTRACT CHINA SECRET CONSULTATIONS, 

Dated 30th November 1830. 

The following document has this day come into our possession, and although the 
mode in which it was obtained renders it impossible to place implicit confidence in its 
authenticity, still, as tar as can be gathered from internal evidence, it leads us to believe 
it to be genuine. If so, it is a good specimen of the manner in which reports are made 
to the Imperial Court from distant provinces' of the empire, and tends to show how 
plausible a statement may be drawn up on any subject, where all regard for truth is 
thrown side. 

“ Memorial from Iseang Keun, Governor, Foo Yuen and Hoppo to the Emperor, 
relative to Foreign Affairs, written early in November 1839, and Copy received 
from a private band; the Copy receivedds not dated. 

King, the Iseang Keuq, Commandant of Canton, Le, Governor of Canton and 
Kwongse provinces, Loo, Foo Yuen of Canton province, and Cbung, Hoppo of Cariton, 
kneel and report to bis Majesty for his information. 

‘‘ On examination it appears, that all the Foreigners of various nations, who, crossing 
the sea, come to Canton to exchange goods, reside during the spring and summer of 
, ' , , ' . everj^ 
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eveiy year at Macao* For the autumn and winter the import and jOtport goods being — 
all at Canton» where the Hong Merchants exchange them» they then remove and reside Breach 

at Canton^ in the foreign Factories; foreign women brought witli them were formerly ^ of'^Baws. 
permitted only to reside on board the foreign ships; in the 16th year of Keen Lung 
(a. pi n51)^ they were first permitted to reside at Macao ; but as yet no permission had 
been granted for them to be brought to Canton, In the 34th year of Keen Lung 
(a. d. 1769), Feishin, an Englishman, brought up a foreign woman to reside at Canton ; 
the foreign woman was taken in custody back to Macao, and a strict prohibitory pro- 
clamation was issued. There are still reeotds hereof that cun be examined. 

“ 'After the 84th year of Keen Lung there have been reports of foreign women being 
clandestinely brought to Canton, or residing there in secret for several days; but it has 
been without any person being aware thereof ; and they have afterwards been taken 
back to Macao ; when this ha.s been the case tliere are no records that can be examined. 

‘‘It appears on inquiry, that in the spring of the present year, foreign women came 
to Canton and resided here secretly; but just when orders were being issued to the 
Hong Merchants to drive them away, they returned to Macao. Now the English 
Chief; Baynes, has again brought a foreign woman to Canton, to reside in the Com- 
pany’s Foreign Factory; and, moreover, the said Foreign Merchants, coming on 
shore from their ships, have entered their Factories .sitting in sedan chairs. Your 
Minister Le, issued orders to the Hong Merchants immediately to drive out the foreign 
woman, and bid her return to Macao; and not hereafter to permit Foreign Merchants, 
when entering their Factories, to get into sedan chairs or sit in shoulder-carriages, it 
is authenticated that the said Chief and others immediately thereon, came to the four 
offices of us, your Ministers, and at each presented a petition, praying for foreign wo- 
men to reside in their Factories, and for permission to be granted to use sedan cliairs ; 
the language of the petitioners was not clear and perspicuous, and the phraseology was 
far from humble. We, your Ministers, have all, with strictness, rejected their peti- 
tions, and ordered them still to obey old regulations^ and not in the least oppose 
them. 

, “The said Chief and others having heard it falsely reported without, that soldiers 
were to be appointed to surround and expel the Foreign Merchant and foreign woman, 
became fearful and suspicious in their minds, and sent a general letter to all the ships 
anchored at Whampoa, ordering abqVe one hundred sailors, under cover of night, to 
take several guns, muskets, &c., conceal them in the hold of a small vessel, and clan- 
destinely enter with them into the Foreign Factories in Canton provincial city. The 
military stations iminodiatcly got information of it and reported ; and we, your Minis- 
ters, instantly gave secret orders to the officers of the military stations, on land and 
water, not to make the least noise or motion, but to keep watch with increased vigi- 
lance, and ordered the Foo and Heen Magistrates, and the Wei-Yuen, all to appoint 
trusty attendantiiin different places, to examine carefully and suppress disturbance, and 
not permit native traitorous Chinese to hook on with, instigate, and befool foreigners 
anil create riot ; that hereby the Merchants and populace might be prevented from 
becoming alarmed or suspicious. We at the same time ordered the Hong Merchants 
and Linguists to speak sternly to the said foreigners, demanding why they secretly 
brought guns, &c. to their Factories ; and what were their intentions ? It is authen- 
ticated 
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TTT ticated that they defelaredi that it was really because they had heard that soldiers should 

Alle/fcd Breach ^ immediately appointed to take the foreign man and foreign woman, and drive them 

of Laws. both out; that in the fear and excited feelings of the moment they took the muskets 

and guns which had been brought in their ship% for the defence of their persons, and 
brought them up during the night, and that they really did not know tliat guns were 
things which were not permitted to be brought up. On examination, we, your Minis- 
ters, find, that the said Foreigners, in coming up to Canton and going down to Macao, 
hove hitherto been permitted to carry two or three muskets with dtem to protect them- 
selves against thieves; this is really not prohibited ; but as to the guns on board the 
ships, for many years they have not been permitted to be brought to the Factories at 
Canton. We again strictly commanded the said foreigners speedily to take the guns 
and muskets and immediately cariy them back to the ships, and to make the sailors 
return quickly to Whampoa. After the lapse <<f some days, the said ibreigners took 
the muskets and carried them away, and the sailors sciittered and returned, but the 
guns still remain planted within the gate of the Foreign Factory ; and the Hong Mer- 
chants were requested to solicit for them, that a short time might be granted before the 
foreign woman was again ordered to Macao. We, your Ministers, considering that 
the said foreigner, Baynes, in the first place secretly brought a foreign woman to reside 
in this Factoiy, and in the next place clandestinely transported guns and weapons 
from the ships U) guard against being siiri'ounded and expelM, both which are acts ol 
presumption and opposition to old reguLations, mad, rebellious and irregular acts ; 
have now again ordered the foreign woman to I)e immediately and speedily tal.en in 
custody back to Mac.ao, and the guns that are still retained to be all carried back to 
the ships and kept there. If they really act in obedience to these orders, and do not 
oppose, we, your Ministers, will, looking up, take the tender intentions entertained 
by your sacred Majesty, and still permit them to continue trading as usual ; but if they 
dar<, to delay or opfwse, we will then, acctrrding to your Majesty’s edict of last \ ear, 
drive them out and expel them with .severity, entirely stop their trade, and iniliet a 
heavy punishment on them ; we decidedly will not presume to mak«' the least accom 
modation with thorn, thereby leading to the increase of the unruly di.spositioii of the 
obstinate foreigners. 

" We, your Ministers, conskler that, though this time the offences of the foreigners 
in opposing prohibitions have not brought ns to the necessity of employing soldier.s, yet 
the said foreigners <»riginal disposition has heretofore been unyielding and uiifathom- 
ahie. If it be necessary to keep iliera in awe by a military.force, then it will be incum- 
bent on your Minister King to ajtpoint officers and soldiers of the Eight Banners (that 
is, Tartars), both on land and water, and unite them with the officers and .soldiers 
whom your Minister Le will appoint, that they may conjointly manage the business. 

“ Again, we, by express, present a prepared Memorial. Because this business has 
relation to foreigners, and involves tite dignity of the empire, we daremot refrain from 
stating the facts. With reverence, we, in conjunction with your Minister King, the 
Too-tung of the right wing, unitedly pre.sent this secret Memorial, begging your 
Majesty’s sacred glance at it. A respectful Memorial." 


EXTRACT 
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Date^ 8th Deceml^r 1830. 

Merchants this day waited on Mr. Davis, bringing with them twoiEdictsi one from 
the Viceroy, respecting the late Connnittee, and anotiier from the Kwangchow Poo, 
concerning the residence of kdies in Canton. The one from the Viceroy was of so 
insulting and improper a character that Mr. Davis declined receiving it on his Own 
authority, and told them they had better present it to die assembled Committee. 

The following is a translation of the Kwangchow Foo’s edict : 

** Fum Hoo, the KWangchow Foo, dated Decemlier 4tb, received the 9th 1830. 

Hoo, the Kwangchow Foo, issues this to give orders concerning a certain affair. 

“ It appears that the foreigners have disobeyed prohibitions, and presumed to bring 
foreign women up to the provincial city. The Governor’s orders have been repeatedly 
received to drive them away. 

It has been officially reported to Government that the foreign women brought by 
the English Chief Baynes, and the American Foreign Merchant Low, have been re- 
turned to Macao ; but it is found that the English Foreign Merchant Thornhill, and 
the Indian Foreign Merchant Whiteman, both brought foreign women and servant 
girls, and they are still residing in the Foreign Factories. As yet no oflScial report of 
their return to Macao has been sent in. 

** Why do the Hong Merchants suffer them to procrastinate ? It greatly indicates 
contemptuous trifling. 

Severe and intense orders have now been received from the Governor, urging the 
business, and it is decidedly impossible to suffer it longer for a moment. 

Beside issuing orders to the Nanhaeheen to act in obedience thereto, this order is 
issued to the Hong Merchants, requiring them as soon as they receive it to enjoin its 
contents authoritatively on the said Foreign Merchant Thordhill, requiring him this 
very day to take the foreign women and servant girl, and send lliem in custody back to 
IVfacao. 

Let an official answer be returned for careful examination. If disobedience and 
delay be still persisted in, the Security Merchant, the Linguist and the Compradore 
shall all be brought up and involved in a manner not expedient tor them. Hasten * 
hasten ! These are the commands. 

“ Taoukwang, 10th year, 10th moon, 20th day.” 


EXTRACT CHINA CONSULTATIONS, 

Dated llth December 1830. 

The Committee assembled to meet the Merchants. Previously to their arrival the 
President stated to the Committee djat they must in some degree feel prepared for 
renewed attempts at annoyance on the part of the Government, in consequence of the 
late changes, and that the surest and most prudent mode would be to meet them, with 

3 K such 
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such a degree of temperate firmness at the very outset as would effectually check such 
Alleged Breadi ® disposition, The other members of the Committee cordially Coincided in these sen* 
of Laws. timents. 

The younger Howqua and Mowqua lieving arrived, they delivered to the Committee 
the Viceroy’s Edict respecting the late President, which was forthwith sent to be 
translated. 

Mowqua then stated that they were directed by the Viceroy to communicate his 
comrnands.that the Committee should instantly order the ladies now reisident in Canton 
to return to Macao. This was refused, and tliey were told that by their own positive 
pledge and promise on the 29th of October, no further annoyance was to be given on 
the subject, and that the question was then set at rest 

They then endeavoured to urge the point, by representing the persecutions they 
would be subjected to in consequence. We informed them that we deeply regretted 
such should be the case; that could we in any mode help them we should be most wil- 
ling ; but that we could on no account recognize the principle that we were to be forced 
into compliance on that or any otlier point by an appeal to our feelings. We told them 
that such a compliance could not fail to be highly injurious to both parties, for that if 
the local authorities once entertained the notion that we could be induced to swerve 
from our resolutions by the imprisonment and persecution of those with whom we have 
intercourse, it would inevitably be resorted to on all occasions. We should here re- 
mark, that the younger Kinqua, who is the Hong Merchant, has been for some days 
past in prison at the Nanhae’s jail. The cause assigned is tlmt he secured a ship con- 
signed to Mr. Whiteman, but which has now left the port nearly three months. Mrs. 
Whiteman has been residing in Canton for the last fortnight, and this measure has 
been resorted to by the Government as the means of compelling her to return to 
Macao. The merchants then withdrew, and the Committee sepamted. 


EXTRACT CHINA CONSULTATIONS, 

Dated I2th December 1830. 

The following is a translation of the Edict yesterday received from the Merchants. 

Document from the Hoppo Chung concerning Mr. Baynes, dated November SO, 
received December 1 1. 

Chung, by imperial appointment, Hoppo of Canton, &c. to the Hong Merchants, 

Howquu and others. 

1 HAVE received from the Governor a communication, on opening which the fol- 
lowing appeared ; 

“ Last year the English nation’s foreign ships delayed entering the port, in expecta- 
tion of obtaining an alteration of the old commercial regulations, and repeatedly 
sent in dunning' petitions. Although the Chief Plowden joined his name with the 

others, 

• Orinsttlfma. 
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others Ivtfae Governori on making a miniate and careful inquiry^ have heard tliat the 
business all arose from Baynes, Millett, &c. wildly putting forth tlieir lordly views, ^ and 
laying plans of perverse craftiness, so that the ships long remained anchored outside, 
much of the cargo became mouldy and rotten, and iill the merchants were greatly 
injured. 

“ This year Baynes falsely filled the office of Chief, ami again presumed to oppose 
the prohibitions of the Celestial Empire, brought women an<l girls to the provincial dty 
to dwell in the Company's Factory; and at last, when his reasoning failed and his heart 
luicame frightened, he ordered the sailors in the ships to bring up during the night five 
brass guns, muskets, &c., and arranged them at the gate of the Foreign Factories for 
the purpose of defence. Such conduct as this was indeed the extreme of mad rebellion. 
It would have been right immediately to have inflicted extermination; but considering 
that this was the crime of one individual, Baynes, 1 could not bear to involve all the 
foreigners; therefore I, the Governor, stooped to exercise clemency and forgiveness, and 
not only forbore to inflict awful puaishmenl, but also refrained from stopping the trade. 
I suppose this completeness of compassion for remote persons, is what all the Foreign 
Merchants of the said nation’s slops univer.sally know, and have heard. 

But Baynes audaciously exliibited every sort of contemptuous beliavioiir; death 
isS not sufficient lo cover his. crime ! 

I, the Governor, have already united with the Iseang Keun, the Fooyucii and the 
Hoppo, in a memorial to the Emperor on the subject. It is estimated, that during the 
first decade of the 11th moon (before the 21<tli December), the Imperial will may be 
received. 

I have now received a document from his honour the IIoppo, saying, that a permit 
is requested by the Englishmen Marjorihanks, Davis, Robinson, &c., to come to the 
provincial city. 

I suppose they were chosen to be Chief, Second and Third, and iiavc come to 
change the Committee. Since the said Baynes goes out of the Cliiefship, it is ,i ([ucs- 
tion whcllipr or not he should be ordered back to his own country. If hereafter we shall 
receive his Majesty^ commands to tale Baynes and punish his crimes, it will then be 
right that he be delivered over to be punished. He must not clandestinely steal away, 
in the hasty hope of getting off as if nothing had occurred. 

“ Beside ordering the Hong Merchants, Howqua, &c., in obedience hereto, to go 
immediately, and perspicuously enjoin the tenor of the above commands on the new 
C'hief, and order him on the same day to write back perspicuously, how Baynes is taken 
care of to be forthcoming, no excuses or procrastination can be allowed, such conduct 
will invtdve l)ini in heavy guilt. 

Moreover letters have been sent to the Poochingsze and Anchaszse, to unite and 
ha»»ten lo order the Kwangchowfoo to take under his direction the Nanhaehecn, and 
communicate orders to the Hong MercliaiUs that they may, in obedience thereto, enjoin 
the commands of Government on the new Chief and others to write back, clearly slating 
in what place they have confined Baynes till the business be settled. 
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“ Fttithennore, i( is right tomake this oommunication to the Hoppo, that he may 
examine Uie contents and act accordingly. 

“ On this coming before me, the Hoppo^ 1 forthwith issue on order to the Hong 
Merchants. 

[Here he repeats the last clause of the Ooveruor’s document.] Tremble at this ! 
A Special Edict! 

“ Taowkwang, 10th year, lOth moon, l6th day/^ 


EXTRACT CHINA CONSULTATIONS, 

Dated 14th December 1830. 

1'he following reply to the Governor’.^ Edict having been approved of by the Board, 
the Merchants will be requested to attend the Committee to-morrow morning to 
receive it. 

“ To His Excellency the Governor of Canton. 

“ We have received your Excellency’s Proclamation, bearing date the 10th year, 
10th moon, and 15lh day. 

“ We i)eg to acquaint you, that in compliance with instructions received from the 
authorities in England, to whom alone we look for all orders regulating our transactions 
in ibis country, we have undertaken the management of tlie affairs of the East-India 
(\)mpany in China. It will at all times be to us a source of satisfaction if the amicable 
relations between the British nation and China can be preserved uninterrupted. It is 
therefore with much regret we have received your Excellency’s Proclamation, asserting 
a riglit of interference with the servants of the Company in this country, which we beg 
firmly, but respectfully, to state we can never admit. In regard to the personal impu- 
tations directed against the late Chief of this Factory, we feel ourselves called upon 
altogether to disclaim them . It is slated, that the ships of the Company were by him 
prevented entering the port, ‘ in expectation of obtaining an alteration of the old com- 
mercial regulations;’ but according to your Excellency’s admission, the condition of the 
Hong Merchants had at tliat period become • sickened and debased,' and foreign trade 
with Cliina was in a state which imperiously called for amelioration ; we are glad to 
think that that amelioration has in some measure been accomplished. 

Mr. Baynes did not, as your Excellency has been most improperly informed, 
* falsely fill the office of Chief;’ but on Mr, Plowden’s departure it became li is duty 
to take upon himself that office, and to conduct, in concert with the other members of 
the Committee, the aflairs of the East-India Company. 

“ In regard to the subject next alluded to in the Proclamation, to which we now offer 
i'l reply, namely, the resort of the wives of British subjects to Canton, we cannot but 
believe that your Excellency has, from the expressions which you have applied to it, 
beenmuch misiiifoiined. The wiveii and families of foreigners have at, all times been 
admitted to reside at Macao, nor have the laws of China prohibited their doing 
so. By your Excellency’s predecessor an English lady was c^^red to be brought to 

Canton, 
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Ctintmi, who had uafic^tanately been wrecked in an English ship optbe coast of Hainan^ 
and was conv^ed here with other persons in a Chinese; trading vesseL It has fre* 
quently occurred that English ships have been the means of saving the lives of Chinese 
subjects, who have been found cost away on some of the numerous islands in the seas 
adjacent to this empire* The mind dwells with sincere pleasure on such reciprocal good 
offices, proofs alike of civilisation and humanity. 

In this country, where the relations existing between husband and wife, and 
parent and child, are held in such high and deserved estimation, we cannot believe that 
it could ever be your Excellency's wish to deny to foreign residents in Canton the pos- 
session of these advantages, on which, according to the maxims venerated in China, the 
moral condition and happiness of mankind so much depends. Such we feel assured could 
never l)e the intention of the benevolent mind of his Imperial Majesty, who so unre- 
mittingly inculcates the con jugal, parental, and filial duties on his own subjects* 

In reply to the statement that the late Chief of the Factory acted violently in 
ordering armed men to Canton, we have only to mention that this was done in conse- 
quence of a formal intimation, which was made by the Hong Merchants, that the Fac- 
tory was alK)ut to be attacked. Mr. Baynes being thus assured that the lives and pro- 
perly of British subjects were endangered, deemed himself called upon to protect 
them. 

Wc could have much wished that we were not under the necessity of olTering any 
further observations on the Proclamation, to which we now reply, as we are still inclined 
to believe that your EKcellency must be sufficiently conversant with the British charac- 
ter to be aware, that we are incapable of being at any time induced by threatening 
language to diverge from the straight forward line of public duty. While serving our 
employers to the best of our humble power, we are unacquaintetl with a feeling of per- 
sonal apprehension ; we are insensible to such an influence ; we dare not trust ourselves 
with quoting the expressions which have been applied to the late Chief of this Factory. 
We arc desirous to addres.s your Excellency in the language of truth, but in deference 
to the eminent situation which you hold, we wish to do so with respect. We cannot 
consider as applicable to an English authority the terms which have been used; they 
could only have been suggested to your Excellency by the misinformation of others : 
they could not emanate from a mind such as we are given to understand your Excellency 
possesses, governed by enlarged views, and directed by the principles of justice. 

“ December 14tb, 1830.” 
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EXTRACT CHINA CONSULTATIONS, 

Dated 23d December 1830. 

Ws have this day received the following Edict from the Governor, in reply to our 
address dated the I4th instant. 

From Governor Le, dated December 23d, received on 24th, 1830. 

Le, Cabinet Minist^, member of the Military Board and Governor of the two 
Kwang provinces, hereby inties his commands to the Hong Merchants. 

“ It 
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it is now anthefitioated that this Engltsh Chief, Marjoribanks, and others, have 
presented an official document, saying^ Hero follows a copy of tlie Committee’s letter 
of December 14th.] 

This coming before me, the Governor, I have examined and find that the mer- 
chant ships of England have come to Canton to trade, upwards of a hundred years, and 
for so long a period there has been mutual tranquillity; in every instance there has 
been obedience to the laws and regulations of the Celestial Empire, none has dared to 
make the least opposition; Even witli respect to the said nation’s ships bringing married 
or unmarried women, they have invariably sent them on shore at Macao, they have 
never brought shem up to Canton city to dwell in the Foreign Factories. 

‘‘ During the reign of Keen Lung, it happened by mistake tliat some were brought 
to Canton, but they were all sent back in custody to Macao. There are repeated 
cases on record which afford evidence of this; but the late Chief Baynes, during the 
autumn of tlie present year, suddenly presumed to bring women with him to the 
Company’s Factory to reside. Afterwards Thornhill and Whiteman came forward, 
(ind imitated the bad example, thereby violating the interdicts of Government. 

“ I, tlie Governor, repeatedly issued orders on the subject, chai'ging them intensely 
that it could not be allowed ; but I neither added the punishment which would liave 
awed them, nor suddenly stopped yoiir^ trade, because sincerely I could not bear, on 
account of the irregular, wild conduct of the individual Baynes, to involve all the 
ships; hence it was that I acted with so much liberal forbearance; I really desired, for 
the sake of the said country, to preserve her trade entire, I suppose that the said 
'Jhicl* and others, since their arrival in Canton, have heard all the detaih 
“ Now that Baynes is gone, his offences nmy all be left to himself, originally they do 
not concern the present Chief and his colleagues; but you, the Committee, are 
persons sent by your own country to control the commercial affairs; you must, no 
doubt, be persons who clearly understand what is reasonable and just, and maturely 
acquainted with the regulations. It is your dnty to lead all the Foreign Merchants, to 
keep every one of them in his proper place, and not transgress the usages. If any (»ne 
brings women to Canton, it is incumbent on you to speak plainly the correct sentiment, 
to reprehend him, and order him to hasten and return them to Macao, Moreover, 
you slunild previously caution all the people resident at Macao, and tell them that they 
arc not allowed to bring their families to Canton. There you will go in the right way, 
which is incumbent on those who reside at Canton and have the general control. As to 
what is said .in the Petition, that husband and wife should not be separated, this 
refers to ordinary cases, when living at home. If they go abroad and become guests 
in a country, how can they be viewed according to the same rule? Besides, at 
Macao, tlu*y may be sent to reside ; where is the necessity of overstepping the mark and 
going to Canton ? 

Try to think, of all the various nations whose foreign merchants come to Canton, 
there are a great many who do not bring their wives and daughters. How do they 
se})araie ? 

That a sudden and wilful violation of interdicts which liad been long obeyed was 
H wild, irregular act, 1 suppose the said Chief and his colleagues already know, 

* Here ntul lie <(iuts speaking to tke Merchants, uiid speaks directly to the Committee, 
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“ At this tim0 it is especially incumbent, strictly to order jrhornbiH to repent 
speedily and alter bis behaviour, not persisting in bis former stupidily. Thus the ^^J^reacli 
strength of the said Chief will be competent to draw him back for the time to conic 
from his past errors, and the affair will completed on both sides. 

To sum up the whole, the said nation’s ships and merchants passingover such 
immense oceans, come only for commerce, bow can they be willing to indulge the idea 
of creating disturbance ? 

The Celestial Empire also decidedly will not treat harshly persons from remote 
parts. If, indeed, they implicitly adhere to old usages, and do not wilfully originate 
novel notions,* no doubt there will be mutual tranquillity. In order to effect this, 1 
do not fear the toil of reiterating admonitions and cautions on the said Chief and his 
colleagues. 

Uniting these things, this Order is fortliwich issued to tlie Hong Merchaiiis, 
requiring them to enjoin its contents clearly and plainly on the said Marjoribanks and 
the others, that they may obey accordingly. Oppose not. Hasten ! hasten ! 'Fhese 
are the commands. 

“ Taoukwang, 10th year, 11th moon, 9th day.” 

EXTRACT CHINA CONSULTATIONS, 

Dated 29th December 1830. 

We have received from a private source, the following Copy of the Imperial reply to 
tlie Memorial in our Secret Consultations, under date 30th November. The evident 
intention of it is to leave discretionary power to the officers of the local government to 
act according to circumstances : 

“ Canton, December 29th, 1830. 

‘‘ Translation of a document received privately from the Couit of Peking. 

On the 14tli of the 11th moon of the JOth year of the reign of Taoukwang 
(December 28ili, 1880), a fire despatch (an expi^ss) was received from the Military 
Board, containing a letter from the great officers of army movements; saying, that King, 
the Iseangkeun of Kwang Chow; the Cabinet Minister and Governor of Canton, Le; 
the Fooyuen Choc and the Hoppo Chung had memorialized ; and on the 24th day 
of tlie 10th moon of the 10th year, the Supreme commands were respectfully receiveil, 
staling : 

‘‘ It is authenticated that King and otliers have reported that the English nation’s 
Chief, Baynes, had conveyed foreign women to the provincial city, to dwell in die 
Company’s foreign Factories; further, that tlie said Foreign Merchants had in goii^ 
on shore from their ships, sat in sedan chairs, and proceeded to their Factories, [&c. 
as before translated ; Emperor’s answer concerning the guns, &c.] 

According to internal regulations, foreign women are not allowed to go to the 
provincial city to dwell, and Foreign Merchants are not allowed to sit in chairs, and 
enter fheir Factories, their bringing musketry and cannon is only for defence 

against 

^ The allusion is to a tree shooting forth new branohes. 
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agi^nst pirates at mi h «<> «!Jp.wed tp ponvey th)?jp clandestinely into the 
city* ■. ■ . .... ' - ^ 

Now that the smd foreigners have preshmep to dispb^y pl^ regulations^ King and 
the others must issue strict and explicit orders^ jffbd cause them to obey and keep the 
old regulations. Hereafter they most not m dbej^^t degree’ py)pw wilfully offend 

against the prohibitions. Jf stiU. they dare to p^rjstst in ppposj^^^^^ forthwith adopt 
measures to exppji them, and exhibit primitive correction, there must not he thte least 
approximation giving in. It is necessary (for the ibuf persons namdid aboye) to 
consult and manage safely* Whilst cherishing tenderness towards outside foreigners, 
still there must be no loss of the dignity of the arrangements of the Celestial Cmpire. 
To do this will be good management. 

Take these commands and make them known tp King, tic and Choo, that theiy may 
communicate the commands to Chiing (the Hoppo) for ^is information. Respect this! 
In obedience to the Imperial will, we (the great officers, &c.} send this letter/’ 


EXTRACT CHINA CONSULTATIONS, 

Dated 4th January 18SL 

We have tiiis day received from a private source, the following Copy of a Memorial 
to the Emperor, from the heads of Ae local government, concerning the proceedings 
of the Iflst few months ; it evinces an equal di8r(^ard for truth, as most documents of a 
similar description. 

« Memorial to the Emperor from the Iseang Keun King, the Governor Le, the 
Fooyuen Cboo, and the Hpppo Chung, concerning the supersession of the Select 
Committee, dated 1st January 1S31. 

« Your Ministers, King, Le, Choo and Chung, kneel and report. We before 
reported unitedly, that the English Chief Baynes bad brought up a foreign woman to 
the provincial city to dwell in the Foreign Factory ; that the said Foreign Merchants, 
on coming on shore from their ships, entered the Factories seated in sedan chairs, and 
that having erroneously listened to false statements, of soldiers being sent to surround 
and expel them^ they became suspicious and fearful^ and clandestinely brought guns and 
muskets from on boai'd their ships to the Foreign Factories at the provincial city. On 
the I4th day of die 11 th moon of the present year {28th December last), we received a 
letter from the great ministers, who direct the movements of the army^ ^^^mg that the 
Imperial will had been respectfully received. [Here follows the clause of tjbe answer 
which contains the Emperor’s will.] 

On examination, we find that after this former prepared memorial, the said 
foreigner, Baynes^ gctdng a little knowledge of repentance and awe, on the next day, 
took the great and small brass guns and sent them severally back to tlie various ships. 
The foreign woman also returned to Macao. These things, at the severail times of their 
occurrence, your minister Lci in conjunction with your ministers, King and Chung, re- 
ported on attached dips of paper (or by postscript) as is on record. 

« We 
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We, your Ministers, on examining very minutely, find that the foreigners of the 
said nation are indeed all stupidly obstinate, but that the Chief, Baynes, is still more so, Alleged Breach 
perverse and obstinate to an extreme ; and that in many cases it has been Baynes who has 
madly thrust forward his views and wishes. Other persons have been chosen in the said 
country to be Chief, second and third Supracargoes, and they having come to Canton to 
change places with (the former ones), Baynes has immediately been dismissed. 

“ We, your Ministers, have mode inquiry as to the reason of this, and it is authenti- 
cated, that, in reply, the Hong Merchants state that they have heard, that because of 
Baynes having last year frequently presented petitions, madly hoping to change the old 
regulations of the trade, and having forcibly caused the various ships to delay entering 
the port, so that a large portion of the foreign goods were spoiled by mould and rust; 
the said country knew that it was Baynesand his colleagues who had involved themselves 
in this state of things, and therefore recalled him. 

“ We find on examination, that the foreigners are covetous of profit, and very crafty 
and artful. It is not Baynes alone who is thus ; so that although Baynes is now dis- 
missed, it is difficult (or impossible) to ensure that in future those foreigners, who are put 
in his stead, will not again madly form crafty plans ; we can only immediately thereon 
examine and issue strict orders for them to understand, tliat ‘ hereafter it is absolutely 
‘ necessary that the English Chief, and all the foreigners of the various nations, pay im- 
* plicit obedience to the prohibitions of the Celestial Empire, and tranquilly continue the 
‘ ordinary course of trade.’ If any should presume again to oppose, it will be our duty, in 
obedience to your Majesty's will, to form some plan for driving them out, and inflicting 
severe punishment and correction, without in the slightest degree approximating to, or 
making accommodation with them, in order thereby to make die dignity of the Empire 
revered, and to keep in awe the stupid obstinacy of the barbarians. 

It is consistent witli right reason that we should unitedly report again by an added 
slip of paper (a postscript), begging a sacred glance ai it. A respectful memorial/* 


EXTRACT CHINA CONSULTATIONS, 

Dated 13th January 1831. 

We have this day received tlie following document from the Merchants: 

“ Order from Governor Le, communicated by the Kwongchowfoo to the Hong 
Merchants, dated January 12tb, received 13th 1831. 

“ IIoo, the Kwongchowfoo, to the Senior Hong Merchants, for their full informa- 
tion. A ih>cument has been received from the Treasurer, who received it from the 
Governor, who says, 

“ The Imperial commands have been respectfully received, saying, * Former regula- 
lions have disallowed foreign women residing at Canton ; foreign (or barbarian) Mer- 
‘ ciiants, are nijt allowed to enter their Factories sitting in sedan chairs, and their bring- 
‘ ing muskets and cannon is only to defend themselves against pirates at sea; they must 

* not, on any account, clandestinely transport ll»em to Canton. These foreigners liaving 

* presumed to oppose old regulations, you must issue strict, severe and explicit orders 

3 L ‘ for 
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' ‘ for thiem to obey, |ind keep tb )9 old regulations. Hereafter wre must not be the l^st 

‘ opposition or disobedience to prohibitions. If still they d^re toj^rocrastinate and re- 
of ‘ let them immediately be expeUetl by force, and a mahifestation of chastisement 

* exliibited. Respect this/ . 

« Having respectfuljy transcribed tliis, it is hereby sent to the Treasurer, to pass it to 
the Kwongcbowfoo, who must transmit it Cor implicit obedience. Examine into it, and 
act accordingly. , 

I, the Kwongchowfoo, liaving received the above, have written to the Nanhneheen, 
commanding him to obey it, beside which I hereby issue an order to the Senior Mer- 
chants, that they may forthwith reverently obey, and order with strictness, severity and 
perspicuity^ the said Chief and others, one , and all of , them, to obey and keep the old 
regulations. They must notin the least oppose, or violate the prohibitory orders of 
Government. The foreign women who have been, brought by ^Immliill and White- 
man, and of whose return to Macao there is as, yet no authentic report, must be urged 
and commanded to be removed to Macao this very day, ai>d a report of the same pre- 
sented to Government. If they still dare to procrastinate and resist, assuredly his Ma- 
jesty’s commands will be implicitly obeyed, and a rigorous infliction of expulsion and 
chastisement be manifested.. The said Hong Merchants also will greatly offend, and 
find it inexpedient. Tremble at this !■ Heedfully attend to this. Oppose not. Tliese 
are the commands. 

Taoukwang, Wtbjear,. 1 Uli month, 29th.day. (Januaiy 12th, 188L)‘ 


EXTRACT LETTER from the SELECT COMMITTEE at Canton to the Court 
of Directors, dated 23d October 1630. 

Rar. 9. We regret to state that an unfavourable and malignant temper has lately 
been displayed by the Chinese Government, in tlie publication of several insulting and 
opprobrious Edicts, promulgated with the evident intention of degrading the character 
of foreigners amongst the lower orders ofithe natives, and calculated in a high degree to 
aggravate the feelings of the former, and. excite the disposition of the latter to offensive 
acts. Amongst these. Proclamations, several have appeared prohibiting the residence of 
European females in Canton, aild within the last two days a verbal message was delivered 
to us by Howqua, attended by the wholfe body of Hong Mercliants, stating most dis- 
tinctly (and as an intimation emanating directly from the Viceroy, which he desired 
might be immediately committed to writing), that unless a lady now residing in the 
Factories, removed in two . or three- days, a party of soldiers would be deputed by the 
Viceroy to seize her person. 

10. We coDsidel* it proper to state that the indignities which the Chinese Govern- 
ment has lately attempted to heap upon foreigners, has been so keenly felt by the resi- 
dents in this city, that an adilress has been presented to us, signed by, we believe, almost 
every member of the British Commercial Community, requesting our co-operation and 
assistance in remonstrating against this shameful line of proceeding on the, part of the 
constituted authorities. 


11. The 
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11. The threat df seizure, levelled against a person resident in tho precincts of our 

Factories, is so subversive of the security Indispensable to the conduct pf thetiide^ that 
we feel any measure resembling concession on such a point, ivduld be liigbly iiyuripus t > 
the interests of the British nation, of which we are in this country the representatives; 
we therefore determined, with reference to the abstriict question of personal security, 
to resist this menace of violating the precincts df our residence, hitherto held sacred^ to 
the utmost extremity, and resolved to adopt the necessai^ precautions for repelling the 
attempt if made. , . 

12. As regards the question of the residence of European females in Canton, nothing 
can be more unreasonable than the objections now urged against it by the Chinese 
Government. lu the past season, several ladies resided in the Factories without any 
attempt at molestation oti the part of the Canton authorities, or even an observation 
being passed upon the subject. Mrs, Baynes, at whom the present insulting menace 
has been directed, accompanied her husband to Canton by the express invitation of 
Howqua, whose character is too cautious to commit himself inconsiderately. The prohi- 
bition therefore now issued against her residence in Canton, appeared to us as absurd, and 
inconsistent as the terms in which it was conveyed, and the threat which accompanied it 
are galling to the feelings of every Englishman. 

13. Wc would here bring under the consideration of your Honourable Court that 
the President of the Factory, in the discharge of his duty, must necessarily at times 
render himself extremely obnoxious to the Chinese Ooverhineiit. We allude to those 
occasions when cases involving life are under discussion with the Government ; and wc 
would beg most respectfully to add, that the conscientious and prompt discharge of 
responsible duty, involving exposure to the odium of this Government, is scarcely com- 
patible with the feelings attendant upon sepai’ation from a wife and family placed under 
no protection, and liable, in a desperate emergency, to the acts of a government which has 
shown itself capable of conduct of the most atrocious nntiii’e. The preceding remarks 
may apply with equal propriety to every member of th^ Factory, whO: might find 
himself in similar circumstances to ihose in which the President is now placed, and 
are not intended to refer to the solitary instance which has now been taken up by the 
Viceroy. 

14. But the threat held out by the Government on this occasion embraces in its 
bearings a much wider field than the solitary instance in which it has been exercised. It 
has probably been induced by the sudden departure of two persons from Canton, Mr. 
Fearon, the Hanoverian Consul, and the Parsee Merchant Merwanjee, the master of 
the three Pursees concerned in the all’ray which caused the death of Captain Mackenzie. 
Mr. Fearon is a resident in the Factory where the transaction look place, and is also 
connected in business with Merwanjee. Mr. Fearoii’s name was introduced into a 
report of the transaction made by a low police officer to the superior Magi.strates, we 
believe, at the instigation of Mr. Bovet, to screen himself from implication, altliough 
perfectly innocent of the smallest participation in the occurrence., Mr. Fearon was so 
far miimidated by the inquiries of the. Government into an affair, where his name had 
been reported as an accessary, wbo^e delinquency was suspicious, that he judged it 
prudent to quit Canton ; and the Parsee Merchant Merwanjee, under the impression 

3 L 2 that 
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that he might be held respoiitfble by the Government for the acts of bis dependents^ 
adopted the same course. " ^ 

1.5. The Chinese authorities have doubtless been encouraged in their demands for the 
delivery of the three Parsees, by the two instances of successful intimidation above 
related ; and were the slightest disposition of concession evinced by us at the present 
moment, it cannot be doubted that they would be emboldened to proceed to fresh acts 
of aggression, such as tlie search of our Factories for the offenders, insulting menaces, 
or even the positive seizure of the person of some British subject. 

16. We therefore came to tlie determination, that firm and deliberate resistance to 
the line of conduct assumed by the Government afforded the only hope of avoiding a 
series of indignities and insult, as well as of establishing the security of person, so essential 
to the conduct of the trade. A guard of seamen was immediately ordered from the 
ships for the protection of the Factory, in case of any attack being attempted ; and 
the Merchants were informed the same will not be withdrawn till the Government 
give ample assurance for the personal safety of every British subject resident in 
Canton. 

n. We are happy to be able to add to this despatch, the assurance that there appears 
no intention on the part of the Government, to disturb the commercial transactions of 
the season, which continue perfectly uninterrupted. The Hoppo has announced his 
intention of proceeding to Whampoa to-morrow for the purpose of measuring all the 
Honourable Company’s ships. It is further satisfactory to us to inform your Honour- 
able C’ourt that tlie lading of four ships is already far advanced, and that of three more 
has been coninieuced. 

18. We cannot here refrain from expressing our conviction, that the very serious 
discussion of the preceding season has had a sensible effect upon the conduct of the 
Chinese authorities, witli reference to the employment of the means of coercion, to which 
they forme rly resorted with such readiness. We allude to the suspension of trade. No 
hint has been made, in the demands urged by the Government for the delivery of the 
three Parsees concerned in the affray in which Captain Mjsckenzie lost his life, that 
this weapon of compulsion would he employed ; we are happy also to perceive that the 
Government^ though they have undoubtedly authorized the verbal communication of 
the insulting threat detailed in the ninth paragraph of this despatch, has not dared to 
commit the same to writing in the form of a public document; we trust, therefore, 
that the prompt and decisive measures which we have considered it necessary to adopt 
on this occasion, while they serve to convince the Chinese that attempts at intimidation 
will never succeed in inducing us to swerve from our position, will at the same time con- 
vince them of the inutility of protracting the discussion of the homicide, when no point 
can be gained ; and we hope to communicate to your Honourable Court in our next 
despatch the amicable adjustment of the present subjects of difference. 
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EXTRACT LETTER from the SELECT COMMITTEE at Canton to the Court Allegif Breach 
i of Directors, dated 15th November 1830. ofLua s. 

Par. 67 . Our letter under (late the 23d October, will have informed your Honour- 
able Court of the cause and progress of our discussions widi this Government, and our 
proceeclings consequent thereupon up to that period. The Hong Merchants having 
informed us that the Viceroy was unwilling to give more than a verbal assurance to a 
verbal threat, we addressed a leUer to him, which will be found upon our Consultations 
under date the 25th October, stating the threat made use of, and the formal way in which 
it was conveyed, and requiring from him the strongest assurances that our Factories 
and our persons were secure. 

68. On the 28th, an answer recorded under that date, was brought to the President 
by the Merchants, who stated that it would be found conciliatory, and to contain the 
assurance we required of personal protection ; they added the strongest assurances, on 
their part, that no armed force should ever enter the Factories, and that no molestation 
would be given to English ladies residing in Canton, qualifying this latter assurance, 
by saying, that although edicts might from time to time be issued, which the forms of 
office rendered necessary, yet beyond that no molestation would be offered or notice 
taken; exemplifying- their meaning by an allusion to the edicts annually promulgated 
against the opium ships, which were never intended to be put into execution. On the 
following morning the letter having been translated, the Committee assembled to take 
it into consideration. The first question was, whether it contained to the full extent the 
assurance we had required ; the wording of it certainly does not amount to this, and 
we felt ourselves at liberty cither to receive it, and construe it to our purpose in our 
reply, or to reject it altogether. There could be no doubt it was intended as a peace- 
offering, and the assurances of the Hong Merchants, not only on the question of the 
inviolability of our Factories, but as regarded the residence of English females in 
Canton, convinced us how great had been the impression created by the prompt and 
decisive measures we had adopted on the jusufiable ground of self-defence. The slight 
allusion to the Parsee question sufficiently showed that that affair was at an end, and 
that our object to preserve the trade free from interruption had been obtained. The 
slightest concession on any of the points in dispute, would doubtless, judging from 
former experience, have been the sure means of involving us in long and harassing 
discussions, together with the other annoyances which have attended former cases of 
homicide in this country. After mature deliberation, and for the reasons detalied in 
our Consultations of the 29th October, to which we beg to refer, we determined to 
seize the advantages we had gained at the moment of concession, and put an end to 
these discussions. 

59. We therefore formtdly summoned the Merchants, and informed them that 
relying on the promises of the Viceroy, and the strong assurances they had given on all 
the points in dispute, we should answer the Vicero/s letter with as little delay as 
possible, after which orders would be issued to remove the men and guns to 
Whampoa. 

60. A letter was drawn up to the Viceroy, recorded under dale the 29th, and on the 

dlst 
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31st October the ipen and guns were embarked at the .Company’s stairs opposite the 
AIJeiyec/Breach without the slightest accident liaviiig occurred from the a*ne cf their arrival to 

of Laws, their return to Whampoa. 

61. On the 1st November was received the Viceroy's reply, recorded under that 
date, in which he says, ‘ be assuredly will not admit the principle of moving the military 
to surround and to expel and thus terminated these discussions, which at the com« 
mencement ilireatened to be of loi^ contkiuanco. . * , i 


EXTRACT LETTER from the SELECT COMMITTEE at Canton to the Court 
of Directors, dated ]5tli December 1830* ^ 

Par. 9. It is with some regret we acquaint your Honourable Court, that we have 
received a proclamation from the Governor and Hoppo, the language of which is most 
violent, as directed against Mr. Baynes and the Members of the late Committee. It 
claims also a right of iafterference witli the servants of the Company in* this country, 
which has in former years been attempted, and effectually resisted. It wiU^ become our 
duty to di.sclaim this right of interference, and to reply to it in a firm and decisive 
manner. We may here remark, that in our communications with this Government, it 
will ever be our study to avoid all intemperate expressions. The language of inflexible 
firmness and politeness may be united, and wc shall always endeavour to assume the 
first, without allowing the second to sink into humility. 

10. An impression, arising out of the late changes, has probably been made on the 
mind of the Chinese public, that we might be disposed to concede privileges which had 
been gained ; and as it must be well known to your Honourable Court that concessions 
in this country often lead to further attempts at encroachments, we shall consider it 
necessary to make a stand upon the threshold. 

11. We consider the proclamation alluded to, and which is recorded on our Public 
Consultations forwarded by the, present despatch, to be a trial on the part of d)e Canton 
Government l>ow far we are disposed to yield to its dictation. 

12. We are further confirmed in our resolution to pursue the line of conduct above 
mentioned, by an intimation we have received privately from a native source, but which 
wc have reason to believe to be authentic, that an Imperial Edict, hi reply to the repre- 
sentations of the Canton Government on the subject of the proceedings in the past and 
present seasons, has been received w'ithin the last few days. Our informant states the 
purport of the Edict to be as follows : 

The said Governor and others are ordered to arrange with liberality, and manage 
kindly. Respect this.** 

13. If this t>e authentic, it evinces a strong disposition in the Imperial Government to 
preserve amicable relations with foreigners. We are told that the rebellion in Tartary, 
and the great anxiety for its suppression, has in some measure created this desire to 
maintain uninterrupted tranquillity in other parts of the. empire.. Bnt at the same 
time, we cannot avpld remarking, that the, proceedings of lost year appear to have 
made a considerable impression; and it must be admitted, as repeatedly demonstrated 

in 
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iti the histoiy of our intercourse with this country^ that a firm^ opposition to the 
encroachments of the Government generally, produces, a favourable ittcUnatioa towards 
us, after the subjects in. dispute are terminated^ * Laws. 


EXTRACT LETTER from the SELECT COMMITTEE at Canton to the Court 
of Directors, dated 1st January 1831. 

Par. 9. One of the Hong Merchants has this morning acknowledged, with a request 
that his name should not be connected with the acknowledgment, that the Governor 
had stated that the residence of English ladies at Canton was a “ trifling matter, a very 
small business, as he expressed himself. The remonstrances, therefore, which we have 
i*eceived from the Government upon this subject, have, as we have always believed, 
originated in. the suggestions of the Hong Merchants, who have unhappily ever been 
jealous of the concession of any privileges which add to the respectability of foreign 
residents. They proceed upon the principle, that the greater the depressed state of 
foreigners, the less likely is their own responsibility to be involved. 

10. We feel desirous that the confidential communication from one of their own 
body should be made known to your Honourable Court, who will naturally be led to 
conclude, that much greater weight has been attached by the Canton Government to 
this question, than has been the case. 


EXTRACT LETTER from the SELECT COMMITTEE at Canton to the Court 
of Directors, dated 11th February 1831. 

Par. 6 . Since our arrival at Macao, we have, in the interchange of courtesies with 
the local Chinese authorities, received from them < expressions of their good-will and 
favourable dispositions, which have been evinced on a minor occasion by the removal 
of the restriction against Chinese being employed as chair-bearers by English residents, 
whicli had become a source of much private inconvenience. 


EXTRACT LETTER from the COURT OF DIRECTORS to the Select Com- 
mittee at Canton, dated the IStk April 1831. 

Par. 27. Upon the first point, viz; the resort to Canton of European females, we 
stated in our letter of April 1829, that “we could by no means sanction sihch a step.” 
And we accordingly desire you will in future be governed by this decision, a departure 
from which led to the extreme measures of ordering up a party of seamen, and two 
carronades, for the purpose of being placed in the Factory, to repel any attempt which 
might be made by the native authorities to enforce the observance of their prohibitory 

Edict. 
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Edict. Such a course of proceeding might have produced a recurrence of the serious 
Alleged Breach ^difficulties and embarras.sments which had arisen in the preceding season ; and that, 
of Laws. not for the purpose of maintaining any point essential to the preservation of the im- 
portant public interests committed to their charge, but to relieve them from a tempo- 
rary domestic sacrifice, a sacrifice necessarily entailed upon the members of our Factory, 
in the discharge of the duties imposed upon them by the stations to which lliey are 
appointed. 
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PAPERS RELATING TO THE mATHOF MR. MACKENZIE, 

AT CANTON. 


EXTRACT CHINA CONSULTATIONS, 

Dated 4th October 1830. 

The President this day arrived in Canton with his family, having left Macao the day 
previous in H. C. Cutter. On landing, the following letter was delivered to him by 
Mr. Lindsay. As the three Parsees alluded to were confined in Mr. Lindsay’s rooms, 
the President gave immediate directions for their being sent to Whampoa ; and they left 
Canton the same evening in the Astell’s boat, with an order to the commanding officer 
of the H. C. S. Abercrombie Robinson, to keep them in safe custody until further 
orders 

‘‘ To Wm. Baynes, Esq., President, &c. Select Committee. 

** Gentlemen: 

An affray of a very serious nature having occurred in which Captain Mackenzie, 
commander of the Dutch ship Vrow Helena, has lost his life, I consider it my duty to 
lay the circumstances of the case, as far as they have come to my knowledge, before you. 

A little before seven on the morning of the 1st October, Mr. Van Basel, acting 
Consul for the Netherlands, came to my house and requested me to accompany him to 
the house of Mr, Bovet, in which Captain Mackenzie was lying dangerously wounded, 
having been attacked the previous evening by a party of Parsees, servants of Merwan- 
jee Hormajee, who resides in the adjoining Factory. 

1 forthwith accompanied him to Mr. Bovet’s, where we found Captain Mackenzie 
in a dreadful state, his head being so disfigured by the blows he had received, that 
scarcely a feature was perceptible. He was still living when I entered the room, but 
perfectly senseless, and he expired within a few minutes. 

^ The statement of Mr. Bovet and several other witnesses was, that the house had 
been attacked by a party of Parsees; and that on Captain Mackenzie’s going to the 
door he was knocked down and dragged along the Hong, the Parsees striking him 
severe blows with iron crowbars. 

Mr. Vau Basel then addressed me in the following letter, requesting my assistance 
to apprehend the suspected parties, they being British subjects. 

(Translation.) 

To H. H. Lindsay, Esq., British Factory in China. 

Sir: 

In consequence of the assassination which was committed yesterday evening in our Hong 

by the domestics of Merwanjee, we request you to give us the assistance in your power to 

3 M endeavour 
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endeavour to appt^ehend the culprits, seeing that the Parsees are under the protection and 
domination of the English Company. 

1 have the honour to be, Sir, your obedient servant, 

(Signed) M. J. Seun Van Basel, 

Provisional Consul of H. hU the King of tkt Netherlands. 

“ Canton, Ist October 1830.** 

‘‘ Conceiving, from appearances, tliat a murder of a most atrocious nature had been 
committed, I felt no hesitation in giving all the aid in my power, and immediately went 
to Merwanjee’s Factory in company with Captain Daniell, the senior Commander in 
Canton, and several officers and seamen. 

“ Merwanjee himself readily came forward and pointed out three of his servants im- 
plicated in the affray, at die same time stating the case very differently from what Mr. 
Bovet did ; namely, that his servants were the party attacked, and merely acted in self- 
defence. Merwanjee willingly committed the three men into my custody, at the same 
time expressing the most anxious desire that the affair should be thoroughly examined 
into by any British authority. I accordingly took the three men and placed them in 
confinement at my own house. 

“ During the course of the day an inquest was held at the Dutch Factory, which in- 
cluding adjournments, sat till five p. m. on the following day, when they came to a deci- 
sion ; and shortly after I received the following letter from Mr. Von Basel, enclosing the 
verdict of the jury. 

“ To H. H. Lindsay, Esq. &c. Sec. 

“ Sir : 

The jury assembled to investigate the causes which led to the deatli of Captain F. Mac- 
kenzie, of the Netherlands ship Vrow Helena, having returned their verdict, I have the 
honour to enclose an attested copy of the same, in order that as the Representative of the 
British Factory in Canton, you may take such measures as you may consider the occasion to 
demand. 

The minutes of evidence are in course of being copied, and shall be furnished you 
when completed. 

“ I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) “ M. J. Senn Van Basel, 

** The Provisional Acting Netherlands Consul in China. 

« Canton, 2d October 1830/* 

« (Copy.) 

We, the undersigned, a Jury Inquest summoned by M. J. Senn Van Basel, Esq. 
Provisional Netherlands Conaul in China, for the purpose of inquiring into the ^uses which 
led to the death of the late Captain Mackenzie, of the Nctherland ship Vrow Helena, having 
met on the Ist day of October, and continued by adjournment to this day, after having ex- 
amined the body, and heard a)l} the eyid^ce adduced, are of opinion, ‘ That the death of 
‘ Captain F. Mackenzie was caused by blows inflicted upon him by three Pawes, named 
^ Npwrojee, Framjep J^spy^eje, (^manti of Merwiqi^p in.an at&ay which 

< took place in the Dutch Hong on the 30th ultimo.’ 


** Given 
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Given under our hands at Canton, this 2d day of October, in the year of our Lord 


(Signed) 

" John Macvicar, Foreman* 

** Thomas Fox, 


Samuel Kussell, 

Lant. Dent. 


Euobnio de Otadin. 

G. Parkyns. 


Charles N. Talbot, 

P. Ammiuon, jun, 


T. 11. Graham. 

U. Latimer. 


William Pigott. 

“ (For a true Copy :) 

William T. Spawforth. 


The Principal Acting Netherlands Consul, 


(Signed) 

“ M. J. Senn Van Baski,.” 


Conceiving that the terms of the verdict, whicli states that the death of Cnpiuiii 
Mackenzie was caused by blows inflicted upon him * in an affray/ entirely to exculpate 
the meiji accused from any act of wilful premeditation, and all the information I had col- 
lected on the subject lending to satisfy me that they were not the originators of the 
affray, I did not conceive it necessary to detain them any longer in custody; I there- 
fore sent for Merwanjee, and having obtained from him a written promise, sigiK^d by 
liirnself and Framjee Pestonjee, one of the most respectable Parsec Merchants in Canton, 
that the three men should he produced before the Select Committee on your arrival at 
(Canton, I liberated the men from their confinement. 

On the morning of the 4th of October tlie Merchants called on me, and Ilowtjua 
delivered to me two chops, one from llic \'lceroy, and the other from the Nam hoy, re- 
lative to this affair. The purport of these edicts was to direct the men who committed 
the deetl to he kept in strict confinement, and await the Viceroy’s decision. Thinking 
it probable, from this interference on tlie part of the Chinese Government, that they 
might endeavour to assume a right to take cognizance of the case, I consitler it the best 
plan that the three men should again be taken into custody, and tlicrc remain until your 
arrival. 

I therefore sent to Merwanjee, and he instantly brought the three men wiilj him, 
whom I placed in confinement, as before, in my house. 

“ I then, at the request of Howqua, plained, to the best of my know^ledgc, the 
circumstances which led to the affray, which he look down in writing, and told me lu' 
.should directly send it to the Viceroy. The following is the substance of the informa- 
tion I gave : 


The following is the substance of a Chop sent in by the Merchants, October lili, 
1830: 

“ Mr. Bovet ordered a private lock to be put on the back door of the Dutch Hong, 
which is a public door for all inmates of the said Hong. Merwanjee, wishing to go out. 
i,sked for the key, which was refused. Merwanjee sent a second time a European clerk, 
and was again reftjsed. He then ordered three of his servants to break the lock. Mr. 
Bovet then came with a swprd, and attacked them. The Pat sees took the sword out of 
his hand. Mr. Bovet ran away, crying out for help. Captain Mackenzie, iiearing the 
noise, came out to assist, and struck one of the Parsces with his umbrella. The Parsecs 
then struck him on the head with wooden clubs, or sticks. At 7 a. m. next morning hv 
died of the wounds received. The three men are in confinement at the British Fact or v, 
waiting the arrival of the Chief, who will, on his amval, direct the case to be clearly lovv*' 
tigated. 

3 M 2 • Th(‘ 
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“ The Factory having this morning airived in Canton, I take the earliest oppor- 
tunity of laying these circumstances before ypur3oard* The fac^, as stated by me to 
the Merchants, contain an outline of the case, which will be more clearly explained to 
you when you are in possession of the evidence taken at thei inquest j I must however 
remark, that Mr. Bovet*s previous behaviour had been such, on varipus o^asions, as to 
make it the subject of general conversation; and only a few days previous to this fatal 
event, a remonstrance was, to my knowledge, made to the Hong Merchants, stating 
that, unless some means were adopted to prevent his violent and unreasonable conduct, * 
apprehensions were entertained that it must eventually lead to some serious affray. 

I have the honour to be, '&c. 

« Canton, (Signed) « H. H. Lindsay.” 

4th October, 1880.” 


To the Commanding Officer of the H. C. ship Abercrombie Robinson. 

“ Sir: 

“ The bearer of this letter will deliver into your charge three Parsees, whom I 
hereby direct you to keep in safe custody until further orders. 

“ I do not wish that any unnecessary severity should be exercised in confining these 
men beyond wliat may be required to prevent their escape, against which every precau- 
tion must be taken. 

I remain, &c. 

“ Canton, (Signed) Wm. Baynes.” 

“ 4th October 1830.” 


EXTRACT CHINA CONSULTATIONS, 

5th October 1830. 

The following Letter, enclosing the depositions taken in consequence of the death 
of Captain Mackenzie, was received from Mr. Senn Van Basel, the provincial acting 
Netherlands Consul. 

(Translation.) 

To William Baynes, £.sq , Chief for all British Affairs ip China. 

“ Sir : 

We have the honour to remit to you an attested Copy of all the depositions made 
during the investigation on the death of Captain Mackenzie, and upon which the jury 
gave their verdict, which we had the honour to send to Mr. Lindsay on the 2d instant 
during your absence. 

« We take this opportunity to tender oar thanks for the assistance we have received 
from Mr. Lindsay whilst acting on your behalf, and for his offer to give us every 
assistance in his power during the investigation of this unfortunate aflkir^ 

We have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) « M. J. Senn Van Basel, 

“ Prov. Netherlands Consul in China.” 

The 
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The Ibllowing Documents were received from tiie Mefchants. 

The Merchants, concerning Captain Mackenzie. ' 

“ A respectful communication concerning the Dutch Captain Ma-kun*^?^ (Mac- 
kenzie) having been wounded to death. We have at present received an order from the 
Viceroy, commanding us to examine and report, and also to communicate die oi*der to 
you, gentlemen. Accordingly we now take a copy of the Governor's order, and send 
it tp you, hoping that you will examine and act in accordance with it. This is the 
burden we impose on you. We specially make this communication, and with compli- 
ments subscribe ourselves. 

(Signed) HowguA. 

To Messrs. Baynes, &c. ‘‘ MowgUA. 

8 m. 17 d.^’ (12 Names.) 
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From Governor Le, respecting the death of Captain Mackenzie, 
dated 2d October. 

“ Le, Member of the Military Board, Governor, &c. to the Hong Merchants, 
for their full information : 

“ On the 16th day of the 8th moon of Taou Kwang, Wan-che hwang, the Foo- 
tseang of Kwang Chow-hie, reported that Fan-ting-yew, the Tseintsung, at the Se- 
kwan guard house belonging to the Left Battalion, had officially stated to him tliat 
Hwang-teen-gan, a street soldier, had informed him that on the 15th of the present 
month, at the Dutch Foreign Factory, No. 4, a Dutch Captain Ma-keen-che (Ma- 
kenzie) had an altercation and angry quarrel with the Parsee Supracargoes Feilun 
(Fearon), Malowmangee (Merwanjee), and others. Feilun and the others headed* 
some foreigners with sharp weapons, with which they stabbed and wounded Mackenzie’s 
head and body, which caused his death. The Supracargoes of the several nations im- 
mediately secured the murderers. It is now intended to .send them back to their own 
country, to be tried, &c. 

Thus the affiuir was stated to the Tsein-tsung, who stated it to me, who hold the 
mean office of Foo-tseang, and 1 write the fads, and lay the aflair before your Ex- 
cellency. 

Thus the affair came before me, the Governor, and on examination, I find that 
foreigners in China causing the death of foreigners, have for a long time psist always 
been reported by the Hong Merchants to the Heen Magistrate, that he might examine 
the body, and report to all his superiors, that they might manage according to the 
facts. 

“ Now in the foreigner Mackenzie’s case, how the bloody quarrel originated, how 
he was wounded, and his death caused, has not been reported by the said Hong Mer- 
chants. An order is hereby issued to them, requiring them immediately to examine 
distinctly into the origin of the quarrel, why the Dutch Captain, Mackenzie had an 
altercation and angry quarrel with the Parsee Supracargoes Feilun, Malowmangee and 

other?, 


Or led forth. 
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odi^ so that they wounded end caused ins dea<^}. slso.wliat tbenwne and surname oi 
the murderer* is, and send back a true repwt», that harjlflgf proof, the affair may bt^ 
managed. 

Moreover, as to the murderer in custody, direct the said nation’s Chief to keep 
liim under a severe and strict guard, and wait for our management of the aifair. 
Oppose not. These are the orders. 

“ Taoukwang, 10th year, 8th month, 16lh day.” 


We deem it an act of justice to state, that the criminal charge preferred against 
Mr. Fearon, who is represented in the foregoing report to have beaded the iissailants in 
the late disastrous affray, is totally groundless. The testimony of every witness examined 
III the Netherlands Consulate acquits Mr. Fearon of all participation in the quarrel; 
and subsequent inquiry leads us to believe that the Chinese soldier who sent in to his 
superiors the first official narrative, received his information from Mr. Bovet. 


“ Pvvan, tlio Nanhiuj Magistrate, concerning Mackenzie’s death, dated October 4th ; 

received 5tli, 1830. 

“ PwAK, Nanhae Keen, &c, hereby issues orders to the Hong Merchants, for theii 
full informadon. It appears on record that at the Dutch Foreign Factory, a Dutch 
Captain, Mackenzie, bad an altercation and angry quarrel with the Parsee Supra* 
cargoes and Mah^mnnche• Feilun and the other ledf forth foreigners, bearing 

sharp weapons, with which they stubbed and wounded Mackenzie’.s head, and caused 
!)is death. 

Yesterday t was received a notification from the Governor, saying, that in cases of 
foreigners causing the death of foreigners, the practice for a long lime has been, that 
tlie Ilong Merchants should report to the Keen that he might examine the body, and 
report to all his superiors, that they might manage according to the facts; but on the 
present occasion the Hong Merchants have not reported how the bloody quarrel arose, 
in which the foreigner Mackenzie was wounded and killed. Lei the Keen immediiitols 
command (the Merchants) to examine clearly into the subject, and make a general 
j-eport. At tlie same time, let the Keen examine the body of the foreigner, delineate on 
paper the situation of his wounds, and report to all the superior officers, that they may 
examine into tite facts. 

At that time 1 issued orders.to the said Merchants to obey accordingly, but from 
that time to this they have not yet presented a petition requesting an examination oi' 
the body, wliich very much indicates a trifling with the subject. 

On examination it appears tliat foreigners, when in this country they commit 
crimes, it is right that they should implicitly obey the orders of the Government of iht* 

Celestial 


* Or munierrrs. 

t I'tiiii phrase denotes in the original, acting m a ieadcr or commander to a party. 
\ Or, the other day. 
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Celestial £n^pure» an# ftitait for examination and tnanagem^nte^ How can they bo 
allowed to indulge itt dbsdttate opposition, 

On search being made, it is found tliat in the 45th year of Keen Lung (A*n. 1780), 
there was one Lewshe, a French foreign sailor, who being drunk, and having qnnVrelled 
with his companion Aheala^ took a knife and killed Akeala, He fled, and hid himself, 
but was taken. In that case the report was made by the Hong Merchants to the JHeen 
to examine the body, interrogate tlte witnesses, and report to his superiors, for their 
management, 

“ Searching further back, there have been several cases in which foreigners have 
killed foreigners, and heretofore they have all been managed thus. In this case the 
affair is the same in law, and doubtless should be managed in the same manner, 

“ I now write the above circumstances, and send a copy of the Edict to the said 
Hong Merchants for their obedience, that they immediately make themselves clearly 
acquainted with the recorded cases, and make an accurate inquiry into the causes how 
llie bloody quarrel arose, in which he was wounded and killed ; also where the corpse 
now is; whether it be interred or not? What Ae name and surname of the murderous 
foreigner* is ? Wliether or not he has been taken ? Let an immediate and true answer 
be sent to these questions, that I, the Keen Magistrate, may, liaving proof, examine 
the body, interrogate the parties, and report to superior officers, Oppose not. A 
special Edict. 

“ Appended is a report made to the Emperor in the case of Lew-shc killing AJmla, 
Taou Kwang, 10th year, 8tli month, 18th day. (Oct. 4th, 1830.)*' 




m 
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Mackenzie’s Case. 

‘‘ A report made by Keolepa, the then Governor of Canton, to His Imperial Majesty 
Kmi Lung, in 46th year, being a.d. 1780-1, 12th moon, 24lh day. 

‘‘ Keolepa, Member of the Military Board, Governor of Canton, &c. issues tliis 
document to inform the Honourable Nooyuen, the Teluh, and tl)e Hoppo, concerning 
certain afl'airs, 

‘‘ On the 34th day of the 13th month of the 45th year of Keen Lung, J united with 
Uie Honourable the Fooyuen Le, in presenting a respectful memorial to His Majesty 
(of which the following is a copy). 

<< A memorial for the purpose of giving, or causing to be heard (by the Emperor) a 
certain business, 

« We humbly consider that Canton is the general resort of foreign ships, which have 
heretofore all renuiiued at Whampoa, being there anchored. 

« A French foreigner, Lewshe, and a Portuguese foreigner, Akeala, acting as sailors on 
board of a Hungmanf ship, came to Canton. On foe 11th day of the 10th moon of the 

45th 


* Or foreigners. 

t Hungman, ‘‘red bristled,** was formerly an appellation of the Dutcli ; latterly it has been distmetive ol tb/- 
English. 



CHINA PAVmh- 


Mr. 


4 ^ 

, jt^ib year of 

guesesupracnrgo, Mclama/|o of Mdanta having 

gone to Macao, one Pingtoo, a Pbrtuguew tmiTauprirargo^ detained thoM for t!i0 fiwe 
l^g in the Hong. Thai night hi^th of than& Jihdila jsttdd to 

Lewshe, that when he went to buy tfaingt .ln the shops hejv^aa iD,^)wt Of stealing, and 
ridiculed his worthlessness, Lewshe also .reproat^ed the ijn till 

at last they eabiW loladj^y St^ and llkedh^tbok out a hnile he carfW hl^ut him, and 
scored Lewshe a wound on his ri|^t jatir. Lev^he tihned round and wished to run, when 
he further i^ceiyed two dashing woumiki on his lett side behind. , Xewshe's passion being 
excited, be drew his knife to d^end himself, end gave two slashing wounds tO Akeala on 
his right side, from which he immediately fell and, expired^ 

** The Hong Merchants reported the occurrence to the Nanhae Magistrate^ who 
examined clearly the wounds on the dead body, ordered the French Cihief to deliver up 
iicwshe to be interrogated. In his evidence he acIcDowledged, without denial the preceding 
circumstances, and Lewshe was sentenced to be strangled. This being reported to the 
higher authorities, we again examined and found that in the"25th year of Keen Lung, a 
Dutch sailor, Weilim Peeftsc, ' being in China, with a knife slashed to death Keet cbe .Na, a 
foreigner. Le, a former Governor, in accordance with foreign Jaws, forthwith put him to 
death on board the ship where he committed the offence, and so concluded the affair, as 
is on record. 

** On the present occasion, the French sailor, Lewshe, caused the death of the Portuguese 
foreigner Akeala. The circumstances and the crimes were the same, and it is therefore 
right to act in imitation of the precedent. We, therefore, on the IQtlidayof the 11th 
moon, deputed Che Footseung of the Middle Battalion, Yung-gan, and the Tsantseang 
Metoxe jin, together with the X*e teen pei, the Che^foo of Kwang Chow, and Seu-yu-fan, 
the 'Nan4me41een, to summon altogether the respective foreigners (or heads of companies), 
to take the murderous foreigner, Lewshe, to the Iront of the Efung Hong, the place where 
he had committed the offence, and in the sight, of all equally, according to law, using a cord, 
squeeze him to death, in order to illustrate the laws of the nation. 

<< The acting Judge, Chiushing-tsoo, prepared in order the confessions, and reported them 
to us. Besides informing the Supreme Board of these confessions, we now unite the circum- 
stances and reasons of our proceedings, and report them to the throne, prostrate, begging 
that the Emperor over all w^ill, with his intuitive wisdom, direct the Board to examine and 
conform and concede, that it may be done. Reverently reported, Ac. 

No^ on the Slst of the $d moon of the 46th year of Keen Lung, being on the road at 
Yoechow, the Vermilion reply has been received, saying, 

< Let the appropriate Board know it. Respect this//' 

Uniting these circumstances, we forthwith by letter Inform the appropriate Safe, 
that he may meet with the Pooching Sze, and transmit the order to be reverently obeyed, 
examined, and acted on without opposiUon. 

** One letter to be sent to the* Nooyuen, another to the Tetub, and a third to the 
Hoppes who are all styled Honourable; 

** Keen Lung, 22d day, 8d moon> 46th year.” 



Hoo, the Pwenyo Magistrate# cor«ieriii»ig Captitb^Mackcn^i^Viiiilr^}^^ ^tb ; 

' receivedi^Qi^ber 6th,J830. 

KoOf ibePtvanyu Heen, is^ea^ this ii>r^e purpose of ttahif&rring tfa^ce^pt^^iids of 
a superiors that obedience may be paid thii^* '( ■ 

, ; <>n '' thevlSth day of the 8th yej^i;.pJf,’|;i^uiiiyfa^g,,J 

iKe Fwyuen a document, and opeiq^iljg it^foinjd J ^ 

■ 6n the 16th day bf the Sth ttiobn bf tOth yeai* bf Taoukwahg. ‘ WahchehWiin, the 
Hhbw^bd-tsebhg of Kii^ttg-ch{3^iclbn|;/' fe&tb4‘ thatf the Tseen^tsuag at 

the ^-kwan gurrdhou^/’^helof^iiig had reported to him that 

Kwang-teen*gan, a street ioldier, .had informed him, that on the 15th of the present 
month, at the Itetch'Fdreig*t Factory No. 4, a Puich Captain, Medceen-che 
had an altercation and tihjjry quarrel with the l^arspe Sopraeargoes .Fyilam, MBdpwmangee, 
and others. Fetlum gnd.,the pthera h€^«^*>some foreigners with sharp ireapon^, with 
which they stubbed ai^d wouadod Mackenrie’s head and body,, ^hich caused his, death. 
The Supracargoes of the seveml nations immediately eecui^d the murderers.^ It is now 
intended to send tliem hack ^o their own country to jbo tcied> &c. 

Thils the aifair came before me, die Fooyuen, and accordingly 1, besides passing it to 
the j^awchaze, that he nijght transfer niy orders, and enjoin obedience thereto, unite the 
above circumstances, and send this prepared document to the Hcen magistrate, that he 
may fortliwith, in obedience hereto, ntake haste, and in company with the Nan hae Hccn, 
take tlui Linguist and the bfikial Examiner of dead , bodies^ belonging to the Criminal 
Oifice, and go and take Mackenzie's body, and immediately examine it, delineate on paper 
the situation of his wounds, and report to all the-stiperior officers. APthc same time, let 
them examine dearly how the fprrigners FeiUm and Others coramenfced the bloody (|imri(‘l 
and angry strife, and led forth the foreigners, who with sharp weapons stabbed and 
wounded Mackenzie so that he died ; alsb what are the names of the murderous 
foreigners? and let them the same day write mif the evidence, and examine according to 
cases that have formerly taken plbpe ; cobsiilt together, and report to all the superior 
officers, that they moy ntanage acetifying to the Tacts, &c. 

‘‘ I, the Fwoii yu Hein, Jmviug received tliis, besides sending it to the Nan hac 
Keen, that he may accompany me to examine the body, also unite the above circum- 
stances, and forthwith issue au oinler for your information. When the order reaches 
you, the Hong Merchants Woo-show,J Chang and the others, make yourselves fully 
acquainted with the subject# and impiediately communicate the order to the Linguists, 
that they may go to the Dutch Foreign Factory and order the body to be delivered up ; 
and then wait till I, in company with the Nau hae Heen, arrive personally to examine it. 
Do }OK the said Merchants also examine clearly wliat are the names of the murderous 
foreigners, § and the causes whence the bloody quarrel originated,, and report back 
again. Oppose not. A special Kdlct* , 

Taonkwang, 10th year, 8th moon, 18th day. (October 4th, 1830).” 


dj^NA l*Al»ERS. 
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Death f^f 
Mr. Mackenrir. 


EXTRAC 
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• Or led forth. 


t Or murderer. 


t Uowqtia, jun. 


§ Or foreigner. 
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SICOND APPENDIX EEPQET or the 


' «XTRACT CHINA CONSULTATIONS, 

6th Oci6W IteO. 

Wp write the following letter to Mr, Van Basel, acknowledging the receipt of hi# 
address recorded undef the date 5th instant 
« To M. J* Semi^Vap Pnovisional Netherlands Consiil in 

“ Sir : 

We have the itonour to acknowledge idle receipt of your letter enclosing a copy 
of the depositions taken during the inva#ligation held at the Netherlands G^snlatc, 
upon the death of Captain Mackeneiei Commander of the Dutch ship Vrow 
Helena. « 

^ We shall take into consideration the dmsmstances attending this melancholy 
affair without delay* 

* We have honour to be, fitc.” 

Canton, 6ih October 1^0.’* Signed by the Select Commiltee 


m 

Death of 
Ml. Mackenrie, 


EXTRACT CHINA CONSULTATIONS, 
m October 1880. 

Thc Committee assembled to take into consideration what measures it might be 
pioper to adopt in Consequence of the unfortunate death of Captain Mackenzie, three 
British subjects being bppheated in tlie affair. 

The Committee, after liaving perused with attention the depositions taken before M. 
Sen Vann Basd, were unanimously of opinion that any further examination of witnesses 
by them would be unnecessary and impolitic. In the present case, Uie verdict of an 
English jury would probably be that of manslaughter ; but were it even a ease of 
murder, we havq no authority to institute judicial proceedings ; and no difference of 
opinion can exist as to the extreme impolicy of allowing the Cfainase Oovernment to 
interfere where their own countrymen are not concerned. • 

Altfiough, judging from the documents previously recorded, it would seem that 
the Chinese Government docs in principle take cogniaancq of the acts of foreigners 
among themselves; yot the indifference evinced by the Hong Menshants, and the 
documents being addressed generally to the foreign nations’ Chiefs, would incline to 
the belief, that in practice it cares little to interfere. Unfortunately, however, any 
disturbance iu which foreigners arc engaged is almost sure to afford a rich harvest to 
many of the officers of this corrdpt government, who in consequence are ever on ilie 
watch to take advantage of any opportunity to exact from the Ilong Merchants, 
C.'sual interruptions to t|te trade injure not or involve the authorities of Canton ; and 
It is only when the stoppage of commercial ti'ansactions is lengthened to a period 
which interferes with the collection of the imperial duties that they arc alarmed for the 
consequences. It should be tlie great object of the Company’s representatives in this 
country to impress upon them the idea, that interruptions and annoyances when once 
commenced arc not so easily or quickly arranged, and above all, to inculcate the 

maxim, 






Englk^ei^’itt 4easi^ at the iprie^'^'^vUenal :d^nuMb. f SolimlXIilm'i^t^^ has 
the/Chinese hatr valu^li^ls th^tUi^e^ nod they hayeracted. aceoiiiN^ 
myuoy inttao^s, in inlerruptii)g anfdaniiO]di%,it $ and hen^ j^rhaps hos tlfi^M 
evroWteous’ a«]^positiop, that tt) them the trade is a matter id¥ G^mr 

mittee ane" t6'' ii^^Witfa ''h^' aTe''4m«i^Hii^’tlS>'^'yei>>di'j^^ 

bunnep, .and cottsidei'it their duty to kaefr as hatdt gtouAd tis itossihlr 

until chmpelli^' to>:lahe'a'')Miti»hiil!'1#^ifhgtttd.>'to^4htoi|thww\’Paart(K^ 
appettrs to; be to «dd theto by’ ihSafilriiHif^^t^^nH^ Al^ they are nut < 

of the cdtthUy^ the Vieert^ W:tile diffitiAh altAation in e^efa he jdim himself 
in prolonging a que^ion and icahii^ up a'positidn fh>m which he must recede, should 
he demand the ^rruMerdf dm eopres^of Hm above doeaments hatwheen 

received hy Mr. Sen Basel» and as he has in the first instance, inadtuted $the 
investigation, we shall leavaiHO'. him ^.diO tai^ of replying to the iaquhies of the 
Government: ^;:d£;is' {Mwpet' to. that Mr. Seri Van interviews 
he has had with the Prendent oh the subject, has testified his conetirrehoe in the 
measures proposed to be adopted by the Committee in sending the Patsees to Bombay, 
and that no wish haS been expressed by him of having them delivered over to the 
Chinese laws. .'‘y ' • 

It is resolved, therefore, to Send. ithe three parsees to Bombay hy the slup Edmon* 
stone, npw on \t|ie eve of departure, together with the depositions taken before the 
Netherlands .Consul, for the full information of the Honhurbble the Governor in 
Council. Copies of the depositions we shall transmit to En||l)ittd, ‘^numbers in die 


Government to iuterfere in cases 6f homicide where their own subjects ate cot con- 
cerned. As the case appears someyh^'f eimilar, thd extract Is now recofichEfd. 


packets of the nonourable Company s ships Thomas Cotitts, and' Duchess of Athol. 
In searching, the records for jprecedeht^' the Committee perceive,’ m’'the Consultations 
of the 14ith December 17^ tbUt |We^sely the same view Weis taken by the Select 
Committee of that period as to the dartwerouS precedent of allowing the Chinese 


mr 

Mr. MhCittsle. 


Extract from thS Diary of ConsultationB, &c. for the year 1T80. , . 

The following is the case refonyd to’l^ the' Governor of Canton in his Edict relating 
to Captain' Msii^enxie’s death ■ ■. ■ 

“ Some time agoa French seamEuhelpnging to the SneoeSs gnllOy comity Ship killed 
a Portuguese sailor belonging to the Stormont, ih one of the' tnercfaanf s hooto*. - Tlie 
man took refug^ At the French ’Cddsul’s, where' he rj^mained for many daysi but at last 
was given Up to the CbineSiS, and' whs' this morning publicly strangled Iw onler of the 
Fooyueh. This is the first insfitn^ of one European being cxeeut^ for the murder of 
another, and appears to be !a very dsiigerous precedent. As It may involve Eilfopeans in 
inextricable difficultleii, if dveh by accident one man should kill another. The man exe- 
cuted to-day imnld have no trial of common justice. The affair happened hotikeen him 
and the dece^d in SeunqUa’S Hohg at night, nobody knowingiof thbquttrrel 'till the 
Stormont’s man was killed; and We do not understand that the Chinesei'Government 
took any means ih their courts to find out the truth. Foreigners are not here allowed 

3 N 2 llie 
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the terteftt' of Chinoio Jftw% tfaougb in ttih SitttiiiMi on« of tli^ wfiRns bjr Hw ri^r of 
Death hf pHvifegw^iit comilH»i«Wlth the natives Tlw^y w;e govertied 

Mr. Meckhijfe. tnerdy by ^udi roles ns ilm Madarini for the time Nog declare to be tbeir will; 

the reason ^hy to few it!mbnvenieucos hippos Nm irreguloritiee ioi that the officers of 
government 6rt edeh ONiitions rather choose tO exact money jNn tlm ^Nabriiy Mer* 
ehan^ 8tOI lilthii uye rigorous methieH by wbieb tbey gab txHtitng ; their 

corruption theiyt^ in part U the foreigtiBi^s leputrity ^ hr * 


, EXTRACT CHINA CONSULTATIONS, 

October 10, 1880* i 

By the Edmohstone, bound for Bombay, we direct our Secretary to write the follow 
ing letter to Mr. Secretary Newtjhaih : ^ ^ 

o To WiHij^m Nownlum, Esoj., Chief Secretary to Ooveinrneftt, Bombay. 

Sir: 

Par, 1. I AM directed by the President and Select Committee to make kmmu to 
you, for the information of the Honourable the Governor in Council, the followiiig ctr* 
oumstances which have lately occurred in Canton. 

2, On the evening of the 80th September an adVa) took place in wliat is called the 
Dutch Hong in CmUou, in winch a Captain Mackenzie, commander of the Dutch slop 
Vvow Helena, loit Ids life in consequence of wonndj, inflicted by three Parsoes, by name, 
Nowrojee, Framjaemnl Jamsetjee, servants of Mtrw a njee Ilormajee, n Parsec Mercbant, 
reMciing in Canton. 

H. 'Hiis afl’ray appears to have originated in a misunderstanding, in consetfueuce of 
a Mr. Bovol, a Swiss, by profession a watchmaker, who rcbides in the sann llong with 
Merwanjee Iloimajte, arrogating to himself the right of keeping possession of a kc*v, and 
by that means closing a public way leading into the street. It appeals that Merwanjic 
Hormajee sent several limes to demand this key, which deniundnot being complied witb, 
lie directed his servants to break the lock, which they did. Mr. Bovet hearing what 
was going on, ran om with a sword, which he attempted to draw on the three P-nsce 
servants above mentioned, and on the sword being wrested from him, ran away, crying 
“ Murder,'* which Captain MackeftRie, who resides iri apartments in the same Hong, 
beating, came out to his (Ifovot's) assistance, and struck with an umbiella the Pai^ 
sees, who then fell upon him, and with the sticks with which they had forced the lock^ 
iniiictetl the womuls, of wdiich he died on the following day. 

4. The first official intimation the Select Oommutce received of tins imfortnimte 
oicurrciice was'a letter from Mr Senn Van Basil, the Provisional Neiheiiands Consul, 
m losing a certified copy of the dt^powiiona taken in the investigation he had instituted 
into the circumstances of the death of C«))tain MackcnjBie. 

5* On the receipt of these dpeummUs the Committee lost no time in usi^cmbJing to 
take into crumdevation the measures tt might be proper to adopt in consequence of three 
British subjects being implicated in the affair. * 

6. The Honourable the C»overnor in Council is no doubt aw'are of the peculiar 

situation 


K 
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situation in whteh^ ittai r^pfasanutivajfy 66 iha Hoaour$Uie Cainpfli|Qf^*aA4 the EinghBh 

nation ai« plaeM in this countiyi without the authority to act jiidieia%^ «)r eren per- i)caa/«i 

haps strictly speaking to administer an oaU)» which could be received as iwideiu’e in mi },y^ Mack^/n*. 

English court of justice ; the uncertainty that exists whether any or what itqtice would be 

taken by the Chinese Government of the acts of foreigners where death occurredi#dded 

to the dittcuities of the situation in which like Representatives of the CdapiUsy found 

themselves (ilaced For^ should the Qitnese authoritiet Itava demanded the surrender 

of the Farseee, for the purpose of being tried by the Sanguinary Jaw of this empire, the 

President and Select CommiitGe cteariy perceived the impossibility of a compliance; 

and after giving the subject mature deliberation, no oUier course appeared open to them 

but that of removing the Parsees from Canton as soon as possible, ani^ sending them by 

the first opportunity to Bombay, wiili idl the evidence transmitted to the Select Com* 

mittoe by Mr. Senn Van Basils 

7. In consequence, the three Parsees, Nowrojee, Framjee, and damsetjee, have 
been sent on board tlie courttiy ship Edmonstone, with orders to the Commander to 
(*ony them to Bombay, and to detain them on board until he has received instructions 
from the Honourable the Governor in Council on the subjecl 

8. The President and Select CorUmittee do not consider themselves comjietent to 
give an opinion as to the nature of the crime which by the laws of England would attacJi 
10 the Parsees in question, hut iK)nsider it their duty to observe that the conduct of Mr 
Bovel, in taking possession of a key, to which he hid no right, and in atiac*king the 
Parsees with a sword (which facLs are undisputed), has excited in tins (ommunity a strong 
ieeling of indignation against him, which is perhaps heightened by his well-known quar- 
lelsome disposition, and from Iiis having ken the indirect cause ol the death of an iimo- 
teiu man in tlie person of ( aptain Mackenzie 

“ 9 I have the honour tO enclose a copy of the letter received from Mr. Senn Van 
ikisil, togetlier with the depositions reterred to, and remain, 

Sir, &c. &c. 

(Signed) ** Georol Best Robinson, 

“ Canton, 1 1th October IH30 Acting Secretary.” 


EXTRACT CHINA Ci>NSULTATlONS, 

Dated 19th October 1890. 

In pursuance of the resolution adopted iu the Consultation, Octolierllic 7th, we direct 
our Sc( loUiiy to write tlic following Ectlev to Captain Hadley, ordering him to receive 
the three Parsecs on board bis ship : 

To Captain Hadley, Commander of tiie Country Ship Edmonstone 
Sir: 

I AM directed by the President and Select Commiiiee to request that you will take 
charge of the three Parsees; named NowTojec, bVamjeeand Jamsetjee, prisoners on 
Iward the Honourable Coinj)aiiy's ship Abercrombie Robinson, and convey tliem to 
Bombay, where you will be pleased to await the instructions of tlie Honourable the 

Go\crnor 



CIUN \ riPArKf*. 
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Dc*;ith of 
Ml Mackenzie*, 


466 SGOOl^D APFmOiX miW HEiOftT w tm 

Govilttov in CooiKiii for thdr foture disiXtMl) * 2 attr tl0> dirMted to dorire that the 
am>Ynptt^yiftg De^tcjbes may be delivered lie tHe Seetoteify to Oovernment oa your 
arritttl at Bombay. * 

I am» 8 eo« 

(Signed) 0 «okO|s Bvat* Roenfeov, 

«♦ Canton^ iMi ISW/^ ** Secretary/’ 

Oqr Secretly is likewise directed to write the following Letter to t^ie commanding 
officer on board the Honourable Company’s skip Abercrombie Robinson ; ^ 

“ To the Commanding Officer on l^rd tbe litpnoMrable Company’s Ship 
Abercrombie !^bi»eon. 

« Sir:^ 

I AMT directed by the President and Select Committee to direct that the thre^ Par- 
sees, named Nowrojee, Frnmjee and Jamseijce, prisibners on board the Abercrombie* 
Robinson; te delivered to Captain Hadley, Commander of the country ship Edraonstonc. 

I am, Ac. &c. 

(Signed) Gkokg® Best Bouinson, 

“ Canton, 12th October 1830/’ “ Secietary.” 


To the Merchants, bj Pwan the Nan-hae-Heen, on the case of Captain Mackenzie’s 
death; dated lllh October, received 12th, 1830. 

** Pwan, promoted by Imperial Order, hereby issues an Order to the Hong Mer- 
chants for tlieir full information. 

It is substantiated iliat these Merchants have presented a petition, in which the} 
say. 

“We Jiave humbly and respectfully received your Benevolence’s official Order, 
on o]>eniug which we find it stated— [Here follows a Copy of No. 2, before trans- 
lated.] 

“ On receiving this we, the Hong Merchants, in obedience thereto, immediately 
instituted an itujuiry into the several topics. It is authenticated that the Dutch Flag- 
keeping Chief, Fan-pa^shin, said verbally, on the Idth of the 8th moon, having heard 
tiiot Captain Mackenzie had been wounded, and died, we immediately assembled outside 
nations Foieign Merchants. Twelve persons, all having sworn that they would invest 
Ugate according to the truth, examined the body, and found that the wounds had 
been inflicted on the forebe.u! and other places with wooden bludgeons, and that he 
had (lied in consequence of the wounds. They strictl)' inquired who inflicted the 
wounds^ and found that they were not natives of this country, but Indian white bead 
(l\iistc) foreigners, Fii-Jan-che, Now-loche, yaus-ayebe, ihrtc persons, who, with a 
wooden hliulgeon, thra<»hed and wounded Mekcencbe, and caused his deatlh The 
three mnrdcicrs, foreigners, have been apprehended. These murderers, foreigners, 
Fa-)an-ch<s No»(-loche and Vans-ayche, were delivered over to the English Company’s 
Chiefi to be k(‘pt under strict custody till they are sent to their country, to be justly 
tried accoiding to foreign laws. As U) Makeewchc s body, it was by the foreigners 

coffined 
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coffined on the Mth of the it)o^th» and sent to Whampoa in a Sof^figSi boa4 ivhere it 
was interred. It is earnestiy entieated that opening the eoffin and exajtttiiiing the body 
may be dispensed wlthi and the ^feigners will be t^ery grateful. Thus the alFair came 
l)ofore US} the Hong Merchants; and we immediately went to the English Foreign 
Factory to inq[uire» and found that the said murdererS} foreigners} FarlanMshei kc 
tliree in number} had been sent down by the English Company’s Chief lo WhMpsN^ 
on board a foreign ship} where they were kept in close custody* Uniting these circunw 
stanoeS} we report distinctly} in reply hi the order we received to examine into the 
faotS) 1} the Naii-hae^Heen} find that io cases of homicide it is absolutely necessary 
to examine clearly the wounds on the body} and to investigate clearly how the bloody 
quarrel arose; also who struck first} and who afterwards, who was the principal mur* 
derer, and who accessary; then a discrimination may be made} and the crime decided 
on. It is never the case that the wounds on tlie body should remain unexamined} nor 
who commenced the bloody quarrel should remain uninquired into, tor who was the 
person that inflicted such a wound. Thus the business may be managed. Further} it 
js found that a long time past, repeatedly, when foreigners caused the death of foreigners, 
the Hong Merchants reported to the llccti Magistrate to examine the body, interrogate 
the parties, report to the superiors, and manage. In this case the afiair is the same, 
and ought to be managed in the same manner. 

“ How the Dutch Fiag^kceping Chief, Han-pa-Shin, has not inquired clearly into 
the causes of the bloody quarrel, nor stated who inflicted llie blow in such a place, 
nor who struck previously, and who aftei wards, nor pointed out all the circumstance'^ 
minutely, but abruptly requests that on examination of the body may be dispensed witii 
This is very wrong. 

** And the murderers being natives of a dependency of England, the said nation's 
Company’s Chief, in refusing to speak on the subject, has acted still more iinpro- 
fierly. 

Writing these thiugs, I hereby issue an order to the Hong Merchants to tiansmit 
immediately my orders to the English Company's Chief and the Dutch Flag-keeping 
Chief, to inquire instantly into the caustsof the bloody quarrel, what persons useil 
what thing, nnd inflicted a wound in what place; also, who previously and who after- 
wards struck the blows. Let these circumstances be stated in reply, and according to 
the laws of the nation, to who it is that determines the crime on this kind of murderous 
foreigners; that having proof, I may repair in person to examine the body, discriminate 
and manage, according to the facts. Do not indulge in confused reservations, for doing 
so will involve yon in serious guilt. Ilosten ! Hasten * A special Edict. 

“ Taoukwang, 10th year, 8th moon, 25th day.” 


Deatli oi 
Mr. Mackeu/ic 


EXTRACT 
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^h Aldckoh^^. Till© ISth O^wbcjp ISSOi ^ 

t 

Wis hav© thh dny wjwred from the Merebems* tbi^ followitig I^rfict from the 
Quangcbow Fop^ ^tPlatiye la Captain Mackenzie^ case. » 

'♦ Goverrtot L©> by the K#anchow Fob, reijniring the body of Captafn Mackehzie 
to be (leliveired up to the Chinese by the Dutch, and the three murdetcttf by the 
English. Dated October 1 2th, received 13th. 

** llpo, the Kwanchqw Foo, to the IJong MprchajiU. 

“ 0« the 2iith of the 8th moon, of the lOth year of Taoukwapg, rcsspectlWJy was 
received an official document from Le, Governor of Canton, It is proved by 
papers on record, that the Kwanclionr Lee reported concerning a Dutch foreigner, 
Mekeencfaee.-^Here follows a copy of the soldier’s report before translated. Next the 
orders the Governor gave to the Hong Merchants, already translated.] 

On examination it is found that for a long time past foreigners being in this 
cotmtry and causing the death of foreigners, in every ca&c the load officers have inter- 
rogated the parties, e\aniined the body, and reported to their superiors. Tim murderers, 
though in this country, were punished according to foreign laws. 

In the present case the Dutch Ibreigner was killed by an Indian foreigner. India 
IS under the Govcrnmeiil of the English; ii is therefore right to order the said luiiion’s 
Company’s (liir^f to fake the murderers, foreigners, and deliver them up for trial amt 
judgment. 

That which the Kwanehow Ime stated in liis report, that all the < hiefs wisJied to 
send the part} back to their own country to be prosecuted, is conti ary to old regulations, 
and decidedly cannot be allowed. 

“ Beside directing the Naii-hae-IIceu to command forthwith the Ilong Merchants lo 
communicate it authoritatively and distinctly to the English Chief, that he must 
examine and conform to the old cases in law, and hasten to take the intirdercrs, and 
investigate clearly who was head, and who followers, and on the same day deliver tliem 
up and wait for our management according to the repeatedly reciirdcd precedents. 

“ The Celestial Empire's laws and regulations decidedly will not endure the least 
opposition. When the murderers, forrigneis, are delivered up, lei the said Heen 
immediately report for investigation. 

Uniting these things an order is hereby issued to tlic said Foo, to take under 
his direction the said Ileen, and manage safely and swiftly, and without opposition, 
&c.” 

On the same day was further received from Le, the Governor of Canton, a docu- 
ment as tollows : 

[Here the soldier’s first report, and the order to examine the body are 
repeated*] 

But up to this day no examination or report has taken place. It is found that 
heretofore foreigners in this country causing the death of foreigners, it has always 

been 
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been the caee that the remains were examined by the local officer » Now^ in the present 
ca$e» the affair should be managed according to old precedents. It is impossible to 
allow foreigners to indulge in procrastination. 

H Let the Nan-bae-Heen immediately communicate orders to the Hong Merchants 
and Linguists to ascertain where the coffined body is» and order the Dutch fbreigner to 
deliver up the body to be ready for examination* Let the said Ileen make hastOf and 
report back that having proof a Wciynen may be deputed and join the others, and go to 
examine the wounds on the body, and report generally to superior officers that they 
may manage according to the facts* The case compromises the laws of the Celestial 
lilmpire, and it must not be presumed to disobey. How can it be permitted to the said 
foreigners to act as they please, and when an inquest should be taken, not take an 
inquest The said Heen must not again delay ; be will thereby incur guilt 

“ An order is also hereby sent to the said Foo, to take the lead of the said Ileen, 
and immediately examine clearly, and give orders to deliver up the coffined body, and 
to wait till a Weiynen be deputed to join the party and examine the remains. No delay 
is allowed. Hasten I hasten I 

“ This coming to me Kwangchow Foo Tsc [he here reiterates the orders of the pre- 
ceding without any additional remark, except a threat that disobedience will involve the 
parties in great guilt J.** 


(B‘) 

Death oi 
Mr Macki'n/ie. 


EXTRACT CHINA CONSULTATIONS, 

Dated 18th October 1830, 

“ To his Excellency the Vice^^oy of Canton. 

‘‘ Wn have received from the Merchants your Excellency's Letter, demanding the 
surrenderor three Parsecs, British subjects, were implicated in the latr affray in 
the Dutch Ilong, in which Captain Mackenzie lost his life. 

“ We liave to inform yiiir Excellency that the three men in question have been sent 
to Bombay to be tried by the laws of England; and if, on examination, it shall appear 
that they were not the aggressors, that they were first attacked by a person with an 
offensive weapon, a sword, it will operate \ery strongly in their favour, and their 
punishment will not be so severe as it otherwise would have been. The Dutch Chief, 
under whose protection the deceased was, lias sent us the depositions taken in evidence 
before him, which we have transmitted with the Parsecs to Bombay, By this evidence 
it appears that a person residing in the Dutch Hong, took possession of a kt y, and 
stopped up a public way; that on these Parsecs utteinptiiig to break the lock, they were 
attacked by a person with a swoni, who then ran away ; Captain Mackenzie hearing the 
disturbance, came up at the moment, and with an umbiella struck the men, who there- 
upon, it being dark, returned the blows of which he died. The Dutch C'lii^f has not 
complained of our having sent the men away; theie is no one who petitions; of wlial 
use is it therefore to lengthen discussions without an object, for the men are gone; why 
disturb the remains and repose of the dead, which are hold so sacred in all ci> ih/ed coiin- 

3 O liics ; 
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tries ; the surgeons have examjnetl and disfigured tlje body ; how then can the wounds be 
Deaith of discovered f We pray your Excellency to give orders that the body be not again dis- 
Mr. Mackenzie, turbed, a ceremony so revolting to all foreigners* 

« We have thus given your Excellency a statement of the affair, which is in accord- 
ance with evidence we have received, and hope yoOr Excellency will there let the 
matter rest. If the men, by the laws of England, are found guilty, they will most 
a^ssuredly be punislied.” 

Signed by the President. 


EXTRACT CHINA CONSULTATIONS, 

20th October 1830. 

The Committee having assembled to meet the Hong Merchants, Howqua proceeded 
to speak to the following purpose, having, in the first place, particularly requested that 
all he said should be taken down in writing : 

Yesterday all the Hong Merchants waited on the Viceroy, who told us that the 
C ommittee had sent in a chop the previous day, stating that the three Parsees demanded 
by Government were gone away, and cannot therefore be delivered up for trial. 

“ The Viceroy says, that this proceeding is in opposition to the C’hinese laws, and 
cfliinot be suffered. The demand for the three guilty men is not founded upon any new 
law. A similar demand was made by the Government in the 45tb year of Keen Lung 
(1780). It is the ancient law, no new regulation of the present Viceroy. If the men 
were not now demanded, hereafter there would be no restraining law. The strongest 
foreigner would destroy the weaker. 

“ The Viceroy is desirous to show reason. When a man is murdered in another 
province, Keangsyc for example, the Governor of Canton cannot settle the business. 
Justice must be administered where the crime is committed. The Viceroy is desirous to 
do strict justice, he has no wish to introduce a new law to oppress foreigners : 
Mackenzie’s case must be referred to the Emperor. The Viceroy must have the three 
Parsees ; it is not a mere formal demand. 

When the three men shall be brought np, the Committee may keep them in custody 
in the Company’s Factory. The investigation may be held according to English forms. 

“ The Viceroy does not require the accused to be taken into the city; deputed 
Mandarins will assemble in the Factory, and with the Committee hold a court for the 
trial. Mandarins must be present, but the men to be examined according to English 
usage. When the trial is finislied, if the men are acquitted of the crime of murder, 
the Committee must show reason to the Viceroy why not guilty. If condemned by 
English laws, the men shall be executed on your own premises in presence of the 
Mandarins. 

The Merchants arc ordered by tlie Viceroy to explain the whole case clearly to 
Committee, 

If the men arc really gone, a ship must be immediately despatched to bring them 
back, and the Viceroy to be informed in what time they w^ill be produced. The An- 

Cha- 
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Cim-Sze has ordered the HoQg Merchants to bring the Committee’s answer to day, 
whether the men are gone or not.” ' 

Howqna then delivered the Viceroy’s reply to our address of the 16th instant, which 
was as follows : 


(B.) 

Death of 
Mr, Mackenzie, 


“ From Governor Le, demanding the delivery of the three Parsecs; dated October 

19Lh, received 20th, 1830. 

“ Le, Member of the Military Boards &c., hereby issues orders to the Hong Mer- 
chants, with which they must make themselves fully acquainted. 

“ It is authenticated that the English Chief Baynes and others have presented a 
Statement, saying— [Here follows a Copy of the Committee's Letter of October 16th, 
1830.] 

“ On this coming before me, the Governor, I have examined the proceedings in this 
case, and find that 1 have repeatedly ordered the Merchants to enjoin my orders on the 
English Company’s* Chief to deliver up the murderous foreigner (or foreigners) to be 
tried and punished. 

“ As to the wounds on Mackenzie’s corpse, the Nan hae Hccn was ordered to go and 
examine them, as is on record. 

“ Now said Chief and others have by no means made haste to deliver up the miir- 
tlerers, but turn round and say that the three men have been sent ir custody to Bombay, 
where they will be tried according to English law, &c, 

“ This scheming craftily to shove off the business from themselves, not knowing that 
in China foreigners killing foreigners, must take the murderer, and in China put him 
to death according to the foreign mode, 

“ The case is established by former precedents, 

‘‘ Now the murderer who caused Mackenzie's death should be punished agreeably to 
old regulations. How suffer the said Chief and others to indulge themselves in oppo- 
sition ? 

“ With speed, therefore, is issued to the said merchants an order to enjoin perspi- 
cuously niy orders on the Eiiglisli Company’.s Chief, that he must take the foreigners 
who on that day fought, and instantly deliver them up, tliataclear investigation may 
be made who the murderer was, and the character of his crime determined. Then lei 
a report be made to me, the Governor, that I may send an officer to see that in ('hina, 
according to law, how the affair has been managed. The laws and regulations of the 
Celestial Empire are luminously handed down from former times. No second opposition 
and procrastination will be allowed. You will thereby involve yourselves in guilt and 
the crime of perverseness. Intensely, intensely, are these orders given. 

Taou Kwai>g, 10th year, 9ih month, 3d day. (19th October 1830.)” 


Extract 


• T!i( 3 tniiislutor observes a change of pUmsc of late ; formerly, it was the English natioH's chief, now it is Fa 
tory or Company's chief. 
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(B.) 

Death of 
Mr. Mackenzie. 


. EXTRACT CHINA CONSULTATIONS, 

21st October^ 1880* 

The following short Address to the Viceroy, in reply to his Edict received yesterday 
respecting the Parsees, was delivered to the Merchants, who then withdrew* 

‘‘ To His Excellency the Viceroy of Canton* 

We have received your Excellency’s letter respecting the delivery of the three Par- 
sees to be tried by the Chinese authorities, and have now only to inform your Excel- 
lency that our last letter contained all the information we can afford on the subject” 


EXTRACT CHINA CONSULTATIONS, 

22d October 1830. 

The following Chop from the Nan hae Heen respecting the case of Captain Mac- 
kenzie has this day been delivered to us. 

“ From the Nan hae Heen requiring the Parsees who were the murderers of Captain 
Mackenzie to be delivered up, dated October 2ist, 1830. 

‘‘ PwAN, the Nan hae Heen, issues an order to the Linguists, with which they are to 
make tlicmselves fully acquainted. There is at present an affair of Indian foreigners 
having given wounds to a Dutch captain, Me Keenthe (Mackenzie), of which he died. 
The Governor peremptorily requires them to deliver up the murderer, and however he 

to be punished, according to their foreign methoil shall be punished. We will send 
officers to see and look on. This has been the way of managing licretofore, and there 
are cases transpired which may be examined. For the Celestial Empire’s fixed regula- 
tions are, that if a man of any one place go to any other place, and there break the laws, 
he shall always at the place where he broke the laws be tried. If for instance, a Can- 
ton man goes to Kwang Se, and in a quarrel takes a man’s life, he must be tried at 
Kwang Se, and certainly not be sent in custody to Canton. Though they, the foreigners, 
caused the death of a foreigner, yet the crime was committed in our country ; therefore 
it is required in this country to manage it. Because they are foreigners, therefore they 
shall, according to their foreign method, be punished* In their foreign inetiiod, wlien 
the murdered man strikes the first blow, how is the murderer to be punished? When 
three men jointly strike one man, wlio is to be considered as the murderer? And who 
appears to be the murderer (in this case) after examination ? Vfou must ask the ques- 
tions one by one til) you clearly understand them. When the murderers are delivered 
up, wc also will not go to examine and inquire, and investigate fully as to who ought to 
die, and whut is lobe done with them; who ought to be let live, and what is to be done 
with them ; they shall all be punished according to the foreign method, and we will only 
officers to look on and see, and that will do. Do you take the wx)rds of my orders, 
and inform the Chief, for his knowledge, and come again and state to me, that I may 
transmit a favourable statement to the Governor. There must on no account again be 
any perverse disobedience, which would hurt his dignity ; and then it would not look 
well. These are the orders. 

“ Taou Kwang, UHh year, 9th month, Siliduy. (October 2lst. 1880.)” 


Extract 
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EXTRACT LETTER from the SELECT COMMITTEE at Canton to tlie Court of 
Directors, dated 23d October 1880. 

Par, 4, Upon the arrival of the Factory in Canton, the particular circumatances of 
the death of Captain Mackenzie, Commander of th^ Dutch ship Vrow Helena, caused 
by three Parsee Merchants, in an affray, were communicated to us by Mr. Lindsay, 
who had preceded the Factory to Canton, as well as by Mr. Sen Van Basil, Consul of 
his Majesty the King of the Netherlands. The following is a brief outline of this unfor- 
tunate afTair : 

5. Mr, Bovet, a citizen of Geneva, resident for several years in Canton, shut up a 
thoroughfare in the Hong, which he inhabited, for the annoyance and inconvenience of 
other foreigners living in the same Hong. Upon this a Parsec Merchant, named Mer- 
wanjee, having made repeated applications to Mr. Bovet, in vain, to remove this ob- 
struction to the free passage through the Hong, dispatched three Parsee servants with 
orders to break the lock which had been affixed to the door; Mr. Bovet perceiving their 
intentions, came out and attacked the party with a sword ; the .Parsees, however, suc- 
ceeded in disarming Mr, Bovet, who then took to flight, ( aptain Mackenzie hearing a 
disturbance in the Hong, in which he lodged, came out to render assistance, as might 
appear necessary; and under a mistaken impression attacked the Parsecs, whom he 
struck with an umbrella. The Parsees then proceeded to cudgel Captain Mackenzie 
with sticks or clubs, and inflicted blows, which caused his death the following morning. 

6. The facts above stated had been investigated by an inquest of foreign residents in 
Canton, held under the superintendence of the Dutch ( onsul, and would probably, in 
an English court of justice, not implicate the three Parsees in question, in a charge of 
greater delinquency than that of iiianslaughtcr, 

7. Tlie Chinese authorities having already exhibited a disposition to interfere in this 
transaction, we determined to remove the tliree Parsees, British subjects, from C anton 
without delay, and they were sent on board the country ship Edmonstone, bound for 
Bombay. We liave received information of the departure of the Edmonstone from 
( hina with tlie three Parsecs above mentioned. The danger of allowing the ( hincse 
Government to interfere upon the present occasion is loo apparent to require discussion. 
Their sanguinary code of legislature would remain satisfied with nothing short of the 
life of at least one of the party implicated, and would in no way discriminate between 
a case of intentional murder, and one of accidental honneide ; their demands for the de- 
livery of the guilty persons would be urged as long as a hope could exist of exhibiting a 
display of power, by the execution of a foreigner, and would protract the discussion to 
an interminable period; we therefore felt that the measure which we adopted, while it 
oU'ered the only protection incur power to the lives of three British subjects, was at the 
same lime that best calculated to bring the aflair to a conclusion; and if It could be ne- 
cessary to adduce further argument in its favour, was the only one which the powers 
vested in this ('onimittee place within their option. 

8. Since the adoption of the preceding measure, the C’hinese Government have dc- 
maiideil the delivery of the three Parsees to them for trial, and have persisted in (hat 
demand, although informed by us that they had actually left this country in a ship bound 

for 
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for the Presidency ^)f Bombay, where they would be placed at the disposal of the Govern- 
ment, and submitted to any farther trial whicli might be deemed proper., Their de- 
mand Ims since been modified in various ways, and would now appear to amount to the 
requisition of a trial according to foreign law, with the attendance of the Chinese autho- 
rities. We have stated in reply, the impossibility of compliance, the men having actu- 
ally left the country ; and the question rests in thb state at present, without having 
adected the usual routine of our commercial transactions. 

(See also Pars. 14, 15 and IB of this Letter, in the Papers relating to the alleged 
breach of the laws of C hina, page 441-2 of this Appendix.) 
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PAPERS RELATING TO AN ARMED FORCE FOR 7 HE PRO- 
TECTJON OF THE COMPANrS FACTORY AT CANTON. 


EXTRACT CHINA CONSULTATIONS, 

20tli October 1830. 

“ To Captain John Lines, Senior Commander of the Hon. Company’s ships in China- 
Sir : 

I AM directed by the President and Select Comniitlee to communicate to you their 
orders, that with the lea.st possible delay, you take the necessary steps for the attendance 
of 100 armed seamen and two cjuarter-deck carronadc-s, for the protection of the Ho- 
nourable Company’s Factory. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) IL IIodleston, 

Secretary.” 

“ Canton, 20th October 1830.” 


EXTRACT CHINA CONSULTATIONS, 

2lst October, 1830. 

In the course of the night, the force required for the protection of the Factories 
arrived in Canton; the guns were landed in the morning, and placed at the gale of our 
f actories. In consequence of the measures adopted by the Commodore, and the good 
discipline of the Honourable Company’s ships, we are happy to say that this was effected 
without the least confusion or disorder. 


EXTRACT CHINA SECRET CONSULTATIONS, 

Dated 25th October 1830. 

“ To Captain Innes, Senior Commander, &c. &c. See- 

« Sir ; 

“ I AM directed by the President and Select Committee to convey to you the following 
orders respecting the guard retained in the Factory, and desire that you will take the 
necessary steps to carry them into effect. 

“ 1. That a number of men, not exceeding one [division of the guard, be allowed to 
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go out in front of {be Factory only for a limited time, daily, and under the proper super- 
intendence of their officers ; these men to be unarmed. 

2. That the guard be paraded by their officers daily In the garden, in front of the 
Company s Factory. 

3. That the total number of seamen employed as a guard, which considerably ex- 
ceeds what the Committee originally contemplated, be reduced gradually to that of 
JOO; the number of officers remaining for your consideration, and that the reduction be 
effected gradually at the rate of ten men per diem. 

4. That four boats, manned from the guard, and armed, be in readiness at a 
quarter before five every evening, to be employed on any service on which they may be 
required. 

5. That no man be permitted to carry his arms with him out of the Factory, except- 
ing on duty. 

“ I am, Sir, your obedient servant, 

(Signed) H. H. Lindsay, 

“ Acting Secretary.” 

« 25th October, 1830.” 


EXTRACT CHINA CONSULTATIONS, 

1st Nov. 1830. 

“ To Captain John Innes, Commander of tlie Honourable Company's ship Aber- 
crombie Robinson, and Senior Commander of the Honourable Company's ships in 
China. 

Sir ; 

“ I AM directed by the President and Select Committee, to convoy to you, ns Senior 
Commander their thanks for your conduct during the late proceedings, when prompt 
measures were considered necessary for the safety of British subjects in Canton, and 
an armed force was consequently ordered up from the Honourable Company’s ships at 
Whampoa. 

“ In making known to you the thanks of the President and Select Committee on 
this occasion, I am directed to observe that they do not limit their approbation altoge- 
ther to the alacrity displayed by you in die execution of their orders, but extend it to 
the spirit with which you entered into their views, and the zeal displayed by you for the 
public service, which circumstances they shall consider it their duly to bring to the 
notice of the Honourable the Court of Directors. 

“ I have, &c. &c. 

(Signed) “ H. H. Lindsay, 

“ Acting Secretary.” 

“ Canton, 1st Nov. 1830 ” 


To 





*< To Captain Philip Baylu^ Cotapandw pf! dta J^noniji^ .%D9|py’« ship 

. . - , /■ . iPpnwiig. , , ,,,,.■ 

" Sir : 

« f ASt direi?ta(i f)y 'thePfckjdeBt snd SelisM Cdtaimittee tocanvey to yon their thanks 
for the seU displi^^' yOu'doriing diie iate proceedings in Canton^ is amingii^ >eRd 
dUeifilihing the thOh ihore hhmiediatdy under yonr orders in the Factories. To 
the regalaritj you established, and to the discipline you introduced among the seamen, 
may be in a great meamre attributed the absence of all accidents, a circumstance highly 
condudve to the interests of the Honourable Company, and creditable to your abilities 
as an officer. I am directed to observe, that your conduct on this occasion will be 
brought to the favourable hotice of the Honourable the Court of Directors. 

1 have, 8(c. &C. 

(Signed) “ H. H. Lindsay, 

“ Acting Secretary.” 

“ Canton, 1st Nov. 1830.” 
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To the Commander and Officers of the Honourable Company’s ships in China. 

“ Gentlemen : 

“ I AM directed by the President and Select Committee to ctmvey to you their 
thanks for the zeal and alacrity displayed by you during the late proceedings, when 
circumstances rendered it necessary to order up an armed force from Whampoa, for 
the safety of British subjects in Canton. The promptitude with which the orders of the 
President and Select Committee were exectited on this occasion, and the good conduct 
of the men during their stay in the Factories, are circumstances highly creditable to 
dieir officers, and to the discipline of their respective ships, and will not fail to be made 
known to the Honourable Court of Directors. 

I have, &C. &c. 

(Signed) “ H. H. Lindsay, 

Acting Secretsiy.” 

“ Canton, 1st Nov. 1830.” 


8P 
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PAPERS RELATim fO ORDERS VOR SHIPS MOVING DOWN 
THE RIVER TO RETURN THE EIRE OF THE FORTS, 
OFtmCHEmSt ' 


EXTRACT CHINA CONSULTATIONS, 

Duted 16th November 1830. 

Notwithstanding the Grand Chops for the ships now under despatch have been 
regularly applied for more than a week ago, those of the Thomas Coutts and William 
Fairlie only have be$n issued. We have several times informed the Merchants tliat 
the despatch of the ships could not be delayed, and Puankhequa and Fatqua, who 
secure the Duchess of Athol and Dunira have promised to be in time; but not having 
made up their accounts, the Grand Chops are not yet forthcoming. 

We consider it absolutely necessary at the first despatch of the s^son to convince 
the Merchants that our ships when ready, will positively sail, or else the same thing 
will assuredly happen again, and ships may be detained an indefinite period afier their 
despatches arc closed. We do not apprehend any difficulty in this instance, ns the ships 
in question will follow the other two, who have pilots, and will probably have the same 
fishermen on board, who itrould have acted as guides to the legally constituted pilots. 
We therefore direct our Secretary to write the follbwing letter to Captains Wilson and 
Daniell, for their guidance. 


“ To Captain Daniell, Commander of the Honourable Company’s Ship 
Duchess of Athol. 


« Sir: 

“ 1 AM instructed by the President and Select Committee to direct, that in (he 
event of your not receiving your Grand Chop with the Honourable Company’s packet, 
you weigh anchor, and proceed down the river in company witli the Honourable Com- 
pany’s ships Thomas Coutts and William Fairlie. In case you should be fired at by 
the forts at the Bocca Tigris, you are in the first instance to return with blank cartridge; 
but .should your ship he struck, and the lives of the crew endangered, you are permitted 
to fire ball. 

“ I have the honour, &c. &c. 

(Signed) “ H. H. Lindsay, 

“ Canton, 16th Nov, 1830.” “ Secretary.” 



cmffA FAPXKS. 

EXTRACT CHINA CONSULTATIONS^ . 

Dated 18th November 1830. ShipstiSirhRre 

We have received the following Letter from Captain Wilson : 

“ H; H. Lindsay, Is^, Secretwy. 

“ 1 ■ , . . ■ 

** I BEG to acquaint you, for the information of the President and Select Committee, 
that the Honourable Company’s diip Dunira, under my command, proceeded from 
Second Bar this morning, agreeably to the instruedons received. On passing through 
the Bogue, a gun (not shotted) was fired from the fort^ and the same returned by me. 

“ I have, &c. 

“ ITth November 1880." (Signed) “ J. P. Wilson.” 


EXTRACT CHINA CONSULTATIONS, 

Dated 19th November 1831. 

The following Letter, from Captain Daniell, has been this day received: 

“ William Baynes, Esq. President, Stc. &c. &c. 

“ Gendemen : 

“ 1 HAVE the honour to report to you, that having received the Honourable Com* 
pany's Despatclies, yesterday morning we got under weigh, and passed through the 
Bogue, and are now off Macao on our passage to St. Helena. 

“ I have, 8ic. 

“ 18 th Nov. 1880 .” (Signed) “ E. M. Danisu." 
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REDRESS OF GRIEVANCES, OR THE iCQir&JTlON OK 
ASSERTION OF PRIVILEGES. 


{l.)~DEBT8 DUE BY THE BANEBUPT MEBCHANTS 6NWQUA AND PONQUA. 


EXTRACT LETTER in the Pablic Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Court of Directors, dated SAth Octobmr 1810. 

Par. IS. We are sprry to inform your Honourable Court, that the plan we had 
resolved to adopt last season for the liquidation of the debts of the Irnnkrupt Merchants 
Gnewqua and Ponqua, have been prevented by the most extraordinary interference of 
the Viceroy of Canton. The detail we shall have the honour to submit in due course 
to your Honourable Cour^ we regret to sqy, will exhibit proceedings of duplicity and 
villainy on the part the Merchants and Mandarins, unprecedented even in Chins. 

14. The Mandarins at present appear to have entirely changed their tone, and we 
have little doubt will terminate the business without further trouble, by directing the 
payment of the debts by the other Merchants, in the usual manner. We shall endea* 
vour to obviate, by every means left in our power, the ruinous consequences that may 
result from tlib m^of adjustment, as well from the inability of the Junior Merchanu 
to bear so heavy a burthen, as from the increased charges it may entail upon the foreign 
trade. 

15. The arrangements we had made for the present season will, we hope, be allowed 
to proceed; but we fear the alarm occasioned to the Tea Merchants, by the pro* 
ceedings of the Viceroy, will seriously affect both the quantity and quality of the Teas 
that were to have been delivered on account of Gnewqua. 


EXTRACT LETTER in the Public Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Court of Directors, dated 28th November 1810. 

Par. 3. 'Phe Chinese Government have directed die Teas contracted for on 
account of Gnewqua and Ponqua to be duly delivered, but no final settlement of 
these Merchants’ affairs has taken place ; it has latterly been proposed to pay, by 
instalments, in ten years, a protracted period to which it is unreasonable to suppose 
we should accede. 


Extract 





EXTRACTIETTER in the Public Depertmeni^ from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Court of Directors, dated 21st March 1811. 

Par. fits. With respect to the future liquidation of the very serious amount of the 
debts of th^e bankrupt Mereltants, both to the Honourable Company aiid to thepther 
Foreign Creditors, it iras generally undei:$tood at Canton, even early in the season, 
that the Viceroy bad on his own authority laid down a plan of payment in ten years, by 
equal annual instalments, and bad transmitted it to Pekin, for the approval and 
ratification of his Imperial Majesty. 

89. We wa^ iiot, hbwever, officially informed of this fact, nor oven personally 
assured of its truth until the 10th instant, when Pinqua communicated to u$ an Edict 
to this effect, addressed by the Nan*hai-Hien to the Hong Merchants for our infor'- 
mation, and dated as early as the 6th ultimo, though no intimation had reached us of 
its existence before the day on which it was delivered to us. 

90. Although the very reprehensible neglect of Pinqua in keeping us thus long in 
ignorance of so material a document has afforded less time than we could have wished 
for the consideration and discussion of a subject of this importance we deemed it our 
duty immediately to address to his Excellency the Viceroy, a remonstrance against an 
arranganent so far below the constant professions of the Government, and which, 
inadequate as it is, the Merchants, while heavily burthened by the increasing charges 
and exactions of the Mandarins, and labouring under great individual embarrassments, 
are well known to be without the means to execute. 




Ac. 

Bankrupt 

Merchants. 


Grievance!, 


EXTRACT LETTER in the PuWic Department, from the SELECT COMMITT EE 
at Canton to the Honourable Court of Directors^ dated 19th January 1812. 

Par. 229^ Tnn plan which was first proposed to us by the Junior Merchants, was 
that our Committee should grant bills for the amount (as was done in the case of 
Shykinqua’s debts); and that on adjusting each Merchant’s accounts with the Company 
at the close of the season, the amount of their shares should be severally deducted. 

280. This arrangement, on account of the very different state of the Merchants and 
ol^our accounts with them, at this and at the former period, we could not altogether 
approve; but conceiving it desirable to ensure the adjustment of the business by some 
such agreement if possible, especially considering that a material proportion of the sum 
to be recovered is due to the Honourable Company, we offered to grant bills as proposed 
to the several creditors, upon condition of our receiving from Mowqua and Pinqua their 
bonds for the total atnoutii (half from each), and the accounts to be adjusted with them 
at the end of the season. 

231. The other Merchants having, agreed to allow a sum of about 2i. Sm. upon eacli 
pecnl of tea to be purchased from them by the Company, to be paid on their account 
when due into the Consoo Fund, as a security to Mowqua and Pinqua, the latter, on 
our consenting to this allotment, made no further objection to our plan, and it has been 
carried into effect accordingly. 


232. By 
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2S2. By closing i^ith the MeitJiiittti upon these lerros, it will be observed that we 

i] ^ scared the paymept of liie ef the debt due to the Cbm- 

(irieven^ P®^y from Gnewque aod but have likewise bfetidftedri^^ accommoda- 

tion, being thus enabled to liquidate a considerable part of the balance due at present 
Bankrupt by the Company tb Mowqua and iHiMfua^ Without any dtnbt rodbbtfoii itf the aimmnt 
Merchants, of our specie. ■ ^ ^ w 


(2.)~-HEAVy BURTHENS ON TIJE TRADfi. 

EXTRACT LETTER in the Public Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Court of Directors, dated 26th February 1810. 

r>urtliens on Trade. Par. 188. Immediately on our arrival from Macao, the Viceroy required our 

attendance to recmve the orders of the Emperor on permitting the renewal trade, 
and we availed ourselves i f this opportuni y representing to him, in writing, the heavy 
burdens to which the trade was exposed, and other general subjects of complaint. 
The result of this measure, we are sorry to say, will prove to your Honourable Court 
how vain it is to expect redress from the Mandarins of this province, as not the least 
notice has been taken of our complaint. His ignorance of the subject cannot be 
pleaded, as the representation was delivered to the Viceroy himself, and perused by 
him in the presence of our President. 


EXTRACT LETTER in the Public Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Court of Directors, dated 21st March 1811. 

Par. 91. We considered this a fevourable bpportunity of endeavouring to draw the 
Viceroy’s attention to the geuemlstateof this trader and to some recent circumstances 
to which much of the distrust of Fmreigners, and of the unprecedented embarrassments 
of the Merchants, is to be attributed ) and we finally requested that the whole might be 
faithfully reported to his Imperial Majesty, upon v^ose favour and protection, as well 
as wise and just determination^ when fully informed of these drcumstances, we were 
willing to place tbe most perfect reliance. 

92. We have not received any reply to this representatibn $ indeed, at this advanced 
period of the business, and considering the present temper of tbe Government, we can 
scarcely entertain any serious hopes of the success of its immediate d^t; but in a 
general point of view, and as conducive to the prevention of further encroachments^ we 
have seldom found our remonstrances against any injurious or opfwessiVe acts of this 
Government wholly without ai^ we are persuaded that the tadc, however 

unpleasant and ungracious, is m such c cessions an important and indispensable part of 
our duty. 

12L We are just enabled, previous to the close of our proceedings^ to record a 

translation 
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tranfikUon of on E^ci >«hioh .JboeH issued by t W Hoppo^ iii to our address 
of the IQtb but the present Despatch 4ias necessarily 

preyented^us frw b^ng particular imtice of, its^ ^iraordhiai^ contents, future 

opporjionUy. ^ 

ijii^ We inay however rm tba^ notwitbstUnding the unbiushing deniaf Of the 
most n toriouB facts, the professed indiderenee and contempt for our repivsctitatioiis, 
and the generally ungracious and offensive tone which pervades the whole of the 
communication, we are still disposed, from the reports we have heard, and from the 
anxiety and uneasiness which are betrayed in the Edict itself, to augur favourably of 
the ultimate effect of the sensation which our address has produced, and to hope that it 
may yet prove some chedc to the ruinous and oppressive system of extortion to which 
the Hong Mercluints are subjected. 


(3,>-GOWlFANY’S SHIPS .DETAINED IN CON8EQUENOE OF A CHINESE BEING 
^ _ JClDbBD BY AN ENGIASa SEAAIAN. 

EXTRACT LETTER in the Public department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
’at Canton to the Court of Directors, dated 28tli Febrimry 1810. 

Par. 1. Wk are sorry to have to inform your Honourable Court, that at the moment 
when the ships had completed their lading, and our papers nearly in readiness for 
despatch, we were informed that the Chinese Government would not permit the depar- 
ture of the ships until it was disc )vered by whom a Chinese had been killed, as they 
asserted one had been, by an English seaman. 

2. A charge of this nature had ^en made some time before, but so entirely unsup* 
ported by proof, indeed, in direct contradiction to the testimony of the shop-keeper 
living within a few yards of the spot where the murder was said to have been committed, 
that we di^ not tliink it would be persisted in, and this opinion was much strengthened 
by the Grand Chop of tlie Nottingham being issuetl after the charge w*as made. 

3. It was now, however, recommenced, and from asserting that officer belonged to 
one of the ships wlmse captains i:^kled iii tlie Imperial Hong^ they fixed on the Royal 
Charlotte,, but without apparently the smallest reason, as although some men belonging 
to that shjp were in Canton on the day die man was wounded, they were locked up at 
dusk, and not permitted to go out till next morning. 

4. The charge wi^^attempted to be substantiated by the production of two witnesses, 
who it was asserted could recognise the features of the oSimders; but on examination 
this did pot appear, the, libct; they deposed, however^ positively ns to the dress of the 
Europ^n^, wlio,w<>und^ the Chinese, which on inquiry proved entirely different from 
that worn by the people of the Roy 4 d Charlotte. 

5. It waa in vaiu that Captain Auetin jmd omi^lves represented in the strongest 
te^rms the. tptaf failure of the proof they brought forward to establish thediarge, and 
the injustice of detaining tlie ships on such grounds. Every argument was disregarded, 
and the receipt of letters. fix)m Captain Austin refused. In this situation we were on 

the 



Grievances, At. 


Burthens on Trade. 


Detention of 
t'(>mj>any*s Ship.'^. 

Death ofa Chiiuse. 



478- S£^HP API^BfX m w 

CHtKA PAPERS. 

the p^t offorwardifig letters to eficeie ofr Oofernmeiil» &mg a my m 

j. f the departure of the ships with or wiiboet peiiieiai^ vas made 

(irievwm &c ^ Chinese, and uUimateljr .mi to be 4p^ed by Aat Wi address 

’ should be forwarded by the Committee, stating the impossibility of discovering the 
Detention Of offender, but promising, if the ships were allowed to depart, that inquh^riH^d continue. 

Company’s Ships, jf the offender was discovered, tlmt he should be punistteds according to the 
Death ofa Chinese laws of England. 

6. We could have no hesitation in complying with this proposition; indeed, 
considered it most favourable, not perhaps in immediate reference to the present 
business, in which we might fairly consider ourselves treated with injustice, but as 
establishing a most desirable precedent for the adjustment of disputes of this nature in 
future 

7. An address was prepared, drawn up and approved by the Chinese, and was 
finally delivered on the night of the 21st, and every hope afforded of the Grand 
Chops being issued in three or four days. All the Merchants have since continued to 
assert that the dispute might be considered as settled, and attributed the delay to the 
Viceroy having proceeded to the Bogue to negociate with one of the Ladrone Chiefs 
the terms of bis return to his allegiance. With this we remained satisfied for some 
d|iys, but the term of the seasonable despatch having nearly expired, we were called 
upon either to submit to the loss and inconvenience a further detention would occasion, 
or to risk the difficulties possible to arise from the despatch of the ships without the 
permission of the Chinese Government for their departure. 

8. The proposition we have made being received, and from the delay tacitly con- 
sented to, we do not apprehend any serious consequences can result from the despatch 
of the ships, even under the circumstances, which further detention subjects the 
Honourable Company to a loss it is impossible to calculate upon; on the 26th, there- 
fore, all our papers being in readiness, we determined to deliver in the packets to the 
several Pursers, having previously desired the Merehants to make our intentions 
known to the Hoppo, who, however, did not seem disposed to expedite the delivery 
of the Chops, the pockets were accordingly delivered, but not being provided with boats 
from the ships, intending to proceed, as usnal, in a cbop-boat, the departure of the 
Pursers was prevented. 

2. On the morning of the 27ch we transmitted a propositiem to the Hoppo, stating 
our regret in being under the necessity of ordering away the ships without permission, 
and which nothing but the severe loss to which their detention would expose the 
Honourable Company could induce us to adopt. Letters of a similar nature were 
addressed also to the Viceroy and Fooyuen, and inclosed to the Hoppo, but he declined 
forwarding them, assuring Ae Merdbants that an express bad been sent to the Viceroy, 
and tliat an answer might be expected to-morrow. We are sorry, however, to say, 
that no port clearances have yet been issued; and we are consequently under the unplea- 
sant necessity of sending away the ships without them, 

10. As the ships will not be able to quit tbe Second Bar before Unmorrow, or pro- 
bably the next day, we hope the permission of tbe Chinese Government may yet be 
obtained before they pass the Bocca T%ris, which will obviate every difficulty. 

11. We beg to refer your Honourable Court to our proceedings H the Seasons 

forwarded 
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ibfwsitted )Mr iWwNeranoet fop ndetii^ of the tedioes dis- 

cussions' that -have atl^ ARsti^iiatemsttnff s«fbj«et^' n/liieh vefciuinot dismiss 
whhottt i«(^itstiag to'ex^»«M to'yoNt ffoNoumUe Court ^ higli sense we.<^)tertain of 
the'sePtides have been rendered by Captfun Austin on the occasion, who. returned 
to <&fiton immediatefy on hearing ol tbe>detefltion'of ^e ships, and by his abk advice 
and usistanoe hm rendered the most essential «i A ■ 


Redress of 
Gi icvmices, 

Di'ti'ntion of 
Company’s Ships. 
Deatl>oftt Cliincfrc. 


EXTRACT LETTER in the Public Department, from the SELECT f COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Court of Directors, dated 1st March 1810. 

Par. 2. Tmis Chinese Government liaving consented to the departure of the ships 
on condition that inquiries should be made, and the offender, if discovered, punished 
agreeabij with the kws of England, we ^re desirous of fulfilling our part of the 
engagement, and at tlie same time are st^'opgjy qf opinion that a communication on the 
subject from your Honourable Court, or His Majesty’s Ministers, to the Chinese 
Government, sljowiijg that the inquiries promised have been made, might bo attended 
with beneficial effects, we have therefore taken the liberty of requesting Captain Austili 
will direct such investigation among the shipping as he deems proper, and best calculatd 
to promote the object in view. The result ol’ his inquiries may be ascertained on his 
arrival in England. 


EXTRACT LETTER in the Public Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Court of Directors, dated 81st Januaty 1811. 

Par. 297. When however we made, in consequence, our demand for the several 
Grand Cltops of these ships in tlie usual manner, we had the mortification to. learn tliat 
the Government had resolved to withhold them, in consequence, it was said, of our 
having neither delivered op the man who killed a Chinese in the latter part of last 
season, nor satisfactorily accounted for our refusal to do $ 0 . 

298^ In explanation of the circumstances which led to this extraprdinary communi- 
cation we must refer your Honourable Court to the particulars which we have had 
to record on our proceedings, belli at Macao and at Canton, relative to this affair, since 
>ve had the honour to communicate what we conceived to be equivalent to its final 
adjustment, in our Despatch at the close of the preceding season. 

299. After the reference then made of the matter in discussion to England, and 
the consequent departure of the ships with the permission of the Chinese Government, 
the renewal of the subject at present, and the demand of the surrender of the indivi- 
dual who. had killed the Chinese last year, < on the pretext that bis name is now known 
to be William,’’ or something in sound resembling it, though in fact he has not even 
^ 3 Q been 
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been proved to be ap Englishmefij ml l^erefere 

ojikt ol OUT cou\.Toul> M Ao less uniust than absnrdnml eniiiravi^t 
300. On the wfaolei we confidently tniat your Honc^ Conn will consider tm 
cuidressof explanation to the Viceroy, under date tho SSth ult to conyey* in its full 
extent that just respect and dderence which this GoventtnentJsOntMed to receive from 
us, and that you will accordingly approve of our det^rimnii^ ^teadiJly to^ refuse to 
make answer in the terms dictated by the Government, which are both I^ Jn fact and 
dangerous in principle, and further, disgraceful, by the implication of promises never 
intended or expected to be perfiarmei 


EXTRACT LETTER in the Secret Department, from the SELECt COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Court of Directors, dated 10th January 1312. 

Par. 11. We are concerned to find, that the conduct pf the late Committee in 
bringing to an adjusttnent the very anxious and embarrassing affair here adverted to, 
have not been considered upon the whole to merit the Honourable Courtis approbation ; 
but we trust that the few remarks we have to offer in further explanation of the Com- 
mittee’s proceedings, will prevent their continuing to appear to the Honourable Court 
thus censurable. 

12. In the observations we have had the honour to submit to the Honourable Court, 
in the concluding paragraphs of our public letter of the Slst January 1811, we endea- 
voured to explain, and we trust satisfactorily, the very material fact, that whenever a 
murderer is demanded by the Chinese Government, a consequent selection and surren- 
der of any individual into their hands, is completely equivalent in effect to a provi- 
sional sentence of death. The individual may be afterwards pardoned or not, 
according to circumstances; but we think there can be no question, that our act in such 
cases is held by the Chinese Government as perfectly conclusive, both in respect to the 
law and the fact; or, in other words, as competent evidence both of the identity of the 
offender, and his offence having amounted to murder. 

13. The very embarrassing predicament in which we are thus liable to be 
placed, tlie Honourable Court cannot be altogether unacquainted with) and this we 
may even infer from the paragraphs under reply, in which we are expressly in- 
structed, that it would not be proper to deliver up an individual, who had killed a 
Chinese, into the hands of the Government, unless such individual had actually com- 
mitted murder. 

14. It is obvious that, with this limitation to the [extent of our compliance with 
the demands of the Chinese Government, which we have always thought necessary, 
and which has nmv received the Honourable Court’s sanction, any inquiiy whWi 
should tend to convict an individual of the fact of killing a Chinese, without at ^ the 
same time dttaching to him the guilt of murder, and tnat in the clearest and m^t 
undeniable manner, would not only be useless, but add, in the most sanous d^[m, fo 
our embarrassments. 

4 ^ 


15. In 
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Jfc In the i^pem'ed meniftgt ffem the et>»m«hcetotni, that no 

inquirj? which we cx)tiM intitiieiecoliM attab «ijch a certainty of the geilt of any indi- 
vidtial? ee^wOuW have warranted 08 In fact, for execurion; But 'such an 

inqufiiyi tboogh froitles^ id other mpects* woaM necessarily have had the effect of reir 
derbg reeietahoe to the demands of the government more difficult, Os It Would 
have been unavoidably notorious, and would have implied an admission on our part^ 
that the allej^d guik Uy between a persons only, and those the seamen of the HonOuV** 
able Company^e ship Cumberland ' ^ ^ 

16. It is also to be observed, that the informadon which excited suspicions in that 
quarter, was not communicated to the President until after the public examination of 
the Chinese witnesses had commenced, and in which considerable progress had been 
made in exposing the fallacy and incompetency of their testimony. We cannot suppose 
it would bo wished that the Committee should have receded from the ground they had 
just gained, and thereby exposed themselves so unprofitably to the charge of inconsis- 
tency, in such a stage of the business. 

17. ijy referring, on the contrary, the further investigation of the affair wholly to 
Captain Austip, amt tb a period in which the Chinese could no longer lake any share in 
it, this dilemma was avoided ; and it was also hoped, that the ends of justice would have 
been equally satisfied, as it was certainly not foreseen that llic law of England would 
not even allow the men to be put on their trial. 

18. The advantageous nature of the proposal winch the Cliinese wei*e induced to make 
in consequence of a system of conduct thus adopted, is indeed remarked by the Honour- 
able Court, and we cannot but felicitate ourselves upon the satisfactory adjustment that 
followed. What would have been the consequence of aline of proceeding, which would 
have given them a pretext for supposing that the culprit had really been discovered, it is 
impossible to say; but W'e cannot avoid expressing our full persuasion, that under any 
circumstances whatever, an adjustment effected by the delivoy of nn individual into the 
hands of the Chinese government, would have been in its general consequences itifinilcly 
disastrous and unfortunate. 

19. The case is perhaps different where the circumstances are so clear and unques- 
tionable, and the government itself fixes upon and demands the criminal ; but under 
the circumstances we have stated, namely, a mere demand for a murderer to be given 
up, we cannot but submit to the judgment of your Honourable Committee, whether, 
without a violation of the laws of our own country, we can, in any shape, comply there- 
with, Whether, in short, we are warranted in exercising those judicial fuimtions, which 
the selection anid surrender of an individual, in compliance with such a vague demand, 
would seem to imply. 

20. We trust y pur Honourable Committee will not deem our scruples on this occa- 
sion excessive ; an occasion in which the life or death of an individual, and the honour 
or dishonour of our national character might be at stake; and we trust also, that under 
this explanation it will appear to your Honourable Court, that the line of conduct 
adopted was, considering the exigencies of the case, the only one consistent with the 
character and interests of our honourable employers, and of the British nation ; arid we 
beg to add in conclusion, that we feel assured, that had your late Committee been tl)o- 
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Fte^^^sof* fitiich facts would undoubt^ly have boeh camniimicatcd to our lionoui^ble em- 

(iricvanceiit, «fc. in their public or secret dfspatches. ^' ^ “ 

21. After an attentive perusal of these ihsitructibtts, and iilso of the letter of w^hielf a 
Detention of ^j^py is njso transmitted for ourirtspection^ and the fullest eOhsidemtion Of eVeiy clrcam- 

])(?iuh of aChinese connected with it, we have conceived ourKblVes edlitled to cOndUdej t^t in the 

’ present instance the sole object in |iew in making such a communicatitji^^ ia to satisfy f he 
Chinese government respecting thecircumtonces of the death Of the native^ supposed to 
have been killed byan English seantan, artd respecting the measures taken in England, 
in consequence of the charge to that effect 

22. The letter addressed to the Viceroy upon this delicate subject is, doubtless, 
penned with all imaginable caution and propriety j yet it was impossible at such a dis- 
tance of time and place to be certain of anticipating the views and disposition of the 
government. 

23. We confess, therefore, that since the affair is now apparently at rest; we not only 
feel great unwillingness to do anything that might tend to revive it ; but we feel also some 
appreliensions of the improper advantage that might be taken, or evil purpose facili- 
tated, even by the mere admission made in the letter, that the three of the seamen of the 
Cumberland were found liable to suspicion ; especially as that admission is unaccompa- 
nied by any decisive report upon their guilt or innocence. 

2i. The peculiar circumstiinces of the case rendered it no doubt difficult, we may say 
impossible, to give detailed explanations in writing, which, without a violation of 
truth, would be at all likely to satisfy the extravagant claims of the Chinese 
government. 

25. We conceive, therefore, that siicli explanations ns may be necessary bad better, 
if possible, be given verbally, and in ihe most general terms; and we think that the 
latter, if claimed at any time by the Chinese, may be said to have been intended 
only for the former Viceroy, under whose government the accident happens!, and with- 
held on that account. 


(4.)-.COMPANY’S SHIPS DETAINED, IN CONSEQUENCE OF THE IfONC MERCHANTS 
REFUSING TO SATISFY EXTORTIONATE DEMANDS OF THE HOPPO. 


EXTRACT LETTER in the Public Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Court of Directors, dated Slat January 1811. 

Extortions of Par. 288. The various delays which protracted the period of the present despatcli 
Hoppo, considerably beyond die date which we ventured to anticipate as the latest, in out 
short address to your Honourable Court of the 10th ultimo^ require us to enter in this 
place into some explanation of their causes, more especially as the question how far the 

evil 






evil is eeptfWe of your con- 

289, In the first place we have to observe, that instead of the regukVi hpd uniform 
prepress in the lading our ships to which we have formerly been acejastomedi, we have 
frequently experienced interruptions in respect to particular ships, and these qt one 
time, without any reason assigned, atnountedin fact to an actual stoppage of the whole 
of ftl^e Honourable jDompany^s trade. 

On remonstrating wid» the merchants against Jnis unwarrantable and vexatious 
treatment, they were unanimous in acknowledging that the detention of our ships was a 
measure of the Chinese government, not directed against us, but against tliemselves, in 
consequence of the absolute inability of most of them, and the actual refusal of all, to 
satisfy the extortionate and continually increasing demands of the Uoppo, for the 
purchase of various articles of clock-work, and mechanism imported on our sbip.^, and 
usually denominated **Sing Son^s,' and which, it seems, arc now become the esta- 
blished vehicle of corruption between that officer and his superiors of the capital, 

991, It was further staled to us, that being thus invariably called upon by the Iloppo 
to purchase tliese articles for his use at any price, and to an enormous amount, their im- 
portation into China was become a grievance to the merchants generally, of the most 
serious nature ; in consequence of which, Puikua, our senior merchaur, added, that he hud 
now earnestly to request in his own name, and in that of the others, that we would repre- 
sent this circumstance in our next despatches to our Imnourablc employers, and 
suggest the adoption of some effectual measures for preventing the future shipment of 
articles of this description for China, in any vessels in the service of the Honourable Com- 
pany. 

295. Waving, however, the further discussion of these questions, we informed tlic mer- 
chants, in conclusion, that to a measure so prejudicial to the interests of the Honour- 
able Company, as this interruption to the hiding of the ships, no differences which 
might exist between the Hoppo and the merchants, much less those of the disgraceful 
nature they had related, would induce us to submit; and that we should accordingly make 
a formal appeal on the subject to the government, unless the trade was very sliortly 
allowed to proceed. 

296. Such an appeal, however, did not prove necessary, as the trade, through some 
compromise, probably l)etween the Hoppo and merchants, w^as re-opened almost imme- 
diately after; and in a few days, the lading of all the ships intended to be included in 
the present despatch, completed. 
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EXTRACT LETTER in die Public Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Court of Directors, dated 10th February 1811. 

Par. 8. OiTii proceedings transmitted by this Despatch, w^ill convey to your Honour- 
abte Court information up to the 3lst ultimo, of the several circumstances connected 
with the vexatious and Unwarrantable detention of the ships of the present fleet have 
been subjected by the Chinese Government. 


9. Having 
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9. Having been unsuccessful in oor nrf^aeat anj^vto^ ^ pr^sdl .npro the 
Me^ttnts to deliver td the fineroy and Ho(>{>o p^r i^ii^tranca agamst the 

tinlust procedure, we found orirsclves under, the necessity of hayiag.|«Wtt»e to the less 
re^lar end usual mode of effecting the object in view, by means of adeputaUon to 

evt'y ^QitGS* 

proceeded to the gates of the citL ft t^^nast on the 2d iBStfttt;. acccftnpiinidd.'’ hy 
a party of tlm gentlemen of the^Jpactoiy and die GommanderS and Offiesh of the 
Honourable (!!ompany’s ships. The par^ finding no material obstruction on mte^ng, 
were unaided to advance as far as the Hqipo’s Palace, where Mt. Party atid Capiain 
Lindsay had the satisfaction of presenting our address personally to his ^cellency, 
is tnpre particularly stated in Mr. Parry’s Report^ a copy of which we have the honour 
to enclose. , 

11. The address was returned to us by the Merchants the same evening, without 
any specific promise of a compliance with our request ; but the tenor eff our application 
and the public manner in which it had been presented, had evidently produced a 
con^deralde sensation, as it was immediately followed by an offer to receive fiom us 
explanations in reply to the demand of the surrender of the murderer of the Chinese 
of the last season, considerably less objectionable than any proposed at a former 
period. 

12. Another letter was accordingly addressed to the Viceroy and the Hoppo, in sub* 
stance indeed the same as our proposed address of the 28th of December, long since 
rejected; but yet in terms, which the Merchants now assured us, would be considered 
sufficietitly satisfactoiy. 

IS. As a day or two were again suffered to elapse, and difficulties still alleged to 
exist against the delivery of the Grand Chops, it was at length intimated to the Mer> 
chants, for the information of the Mandarins, that however desirous we were to pay 
every due deference to the r^ulslions of the Chinese Government, our submission to a 
detention of our ships so perfectly unjustifiable, and so injurious to the interests of our 
employer!!, could not continue much longer, and that they must accordingly be pre* 
pared for tlie event of our despatching the fleet, even without the usual permission, 
should the goveirnment determine to reduce Us to that unpleasant alternative. 

lA Whether conscious of the impracticability of preventing the despatch of our ships, 
if seriously determined upon, is the circumstance which has given to the above intimation 
the effect intended, or whether the Merchants liave been ultimately obliged to purchtee 
the consent of the officers of government by a submission to further extortion, we are 
unable to pronounce ; but it is certain, that the first positive assurance that the Grand 
Chops would be issued, was to all appearance the immediate consequence of the com- 
munication in question. 

15. Having this day received tbe Grand Chops of tbe several ship^ agreeably to the 
above assurances, we have much satisfaction in being enabled to announce die same to 
your Honourable Court, and shall have the pleasure of transmitting forthwith dur filial 
Despatches to the respective commanders. 
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Delay of Trade. 

: Secret Department, ' Mr. Roberts. 

EXTRACT LETTER fforh I F, ELPHINSTi)NE, Esq., to the Honourable the 
Chaltmw of the Eas^lHdih Company^ dated Canton, 23d December 1813. 

Par. 2^ In consequence of having been engaged in a discussion with the Chinese 
Government, our commercial proce^ings were suspended till about the 10th instant, as 
the i^ect Committee did not consider it to be expedient to land any of the Honourable 
Company’s cargoes dll the point in question was adjusted. 

Si The discussion arose from a report that the former Viceroy Pd made to Pekin at 
the close of the year 1811, when stating to his Imperial Majesty the failure of Gnewqua’s 
and Pouqua's Hongs, and proposing the punishment of Ashing. 

4), On the arrival of Mr. Browne, and hearing of the intended return of Mr. Roberts 
10 Europe, the Viceroy Pd appears to have obtained a statement from the Merchants 
that the conduct of Mr. Roberts in Gnewqua’s and Ponqua’s affairs, together with his 
opposition to the Chinese Government, had been displeasing to the authorities in 
England, and tlmt he had been removed accordingly* Seizing on this circumstance 
to give a colour to his most unjust proceedings towards Gnewqua, Ponqua, and Ashing, 
when making his report to Pekin of their alleged delinquency, and proposing their 
being banished, the Viceroy Pe at the same time recommended that Mr. Roberts, 
as having also violated the laws and regulations, should not be permitted to return to 
China. 

d. No notice whatsoever was taken of these prohibitions while the former Hoppo 
remained in Canton, neither did it occur to the Viceroy to make the least objection to 
Mr. Roberts coming to Canton, when application was made for that purpose last season ; 
and it appears the objections now started by the Viceroy proceeded from the sugges- 
tions of some of the inferior persons connected with his office, and the Viceroy, not 
aware at the time of the consequences, acquiesced in the publishing an official Edict, 
requiring Mr, Roberts to leave China, 

6. The conduct and disposition of the Hoppo, on his first arrival in Canton, was $o 
decidedly hostile to Europeans, that the parties suggesting the renewal of the question 
to the Viceroy, were assured their measures would not be opposed by the Hoppo, as he 
was impressed witli the belief that the more violent and arbitrary he was towards 
Europeans and the Merchants the better was his chance of profiting by extortion. 

7. This attempt at interference on the part of the Chinese Government, involving 
essentially the interesta of the Honourable Company, as it amounted in fact to placing 
their servants under tlie control of the Chinese (the only illegal net alleged against 
Mr* . Roberta was that of having advanced money on contracts), the Committee con- 
sidered was to be resisted, and in the most decided manner in their power, and con- 
sequently all commercial intercourse was declined until the Viceroy should officially 
rescind and withdraw his prohibitions respecting Mr. Roberts, and fully aware that 

nothins: 
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— n<^i^ is to be fexpe^ted fi^btn Uie justfe of tli® offilbers, <sc«d4 ho|>^ 

ii^^resBvOt ^ our point by firniric^^ W? 

(Jriovauc^^&ci By mietring this sbbj^cl^ the 'Vlltef oy sbbb^ ijAiWiiesA^^i^ 

-r-7- ,, embarrnssing situation: for in complying with our demands or doing what jaitio^ 

Delay ot required, was reflecting on the conduct of his prfedecessor Pd, who be did not wish to 

Ml . UobertB. offend. After a considerable delay, and re^rthig to various io establish his 

point, or rather to preserve appearances, by repeating his ]Sdiets en^ :pir^ders1^ Mf- 
Roberts to leave Chinn, the Viceroy finding tlrnt the Committee wei!^ deterinined , to 
decline all coimnerce till the prohibitions and objections were officially rescinded and 
withdrawn, at length gave way, and an official document, was delivered to the effect 
required, not altogether satisfactory in European estimation, but considered by the 
Chinese as being amply sufficient, and entirely disavowing all right to interfere; and we 
hope it will prove so by preventing the recurrence of any similar attempt on the part 
of the Government ill future. 


EXTRACT LETTER in the Public Deportment, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton <o the Courtof Directors, dated the 22d February 1814. 

Par. 1S4. Your Honourable Court has already been informed of the discussion in 
wliich we were engaged wdth the Government from the latter end of Pepteml>er, and 
which was finally arranged about the 10th December. 

186. Tiic objections made by the Chinese to Mr. Roberfs discharging the duties of 
the situation to which he aras appointed by your Honourable Court are fully recorded. 

Wc consider it necessary for the preservation of the interests of our employers, most 
decidedly to resist an interference of this nature on the part of the Canton Government, 
which could not, without the greatest danger to tlie interests of the Honourable Com- 
pany be permitted to be exercised. 

136, On the receipt of the Viceroy’s Edict we determined to adopt such measures 
as we hoped would prove effectual in inducing the Canton Government to withdraw 
their objections. 

13T, The cargoes belonging to the Honourable Company were not peimitted to be 
landed from the ships, and an early opportunity was taken to make it known that, until 
the Viceroy’s Edict was officially rescinded, we would persevere in our measure of 
declining all commercial intercourse. 

138. The various expedients resorted to by the officers of government in order to 

induce us to relinquish our objections and concede the point, are fully detailed on our 
propeedings. From thc.se it will be seen that tlie Viceroy was finally induced to with- 
draw his prohibitions, and officially rescind the orders he had given relative to Mr. 
Roberts. > 

139. Although the document published by the Viceroy on this occasion was not 
altogether satisfactory, yet itwa^ considered fully as much as we could expecty unless 
perhaps a much longer interruption had been persisted in ; and under the full persua- 
sion, however unsatisfactory the expressions in the official documents might be, that 
we had, in feci, gained what we had proposed, namely, that of having convinced the 

Chinese 
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Cfainesev jbei iiie what they might, so improper an interference would 

never be pemiitted we cous^ider it inexpedient to decline any longer unloading 
the sfaipi^ sin^ which timerour business has proceeded without any material inter- 
ruption. 


EJ^TBACT letter from the SELECT COMMITTEE at Canton to the Secret 
Committee of the Court of Directors, dated 22d Februarj^ 1814. 

Par. 25. Undee this date* is recortled a letter from Goqiia, which relates to the 
subject which occasioned a discussion with the Chinese Government. 

26. In our proceedings in this department under several dates in the margin, f us 
also in our public department, are fully detailed the measures we pursued throughout 
the discussion, in which it will be seen that our refusing to unload the ships until the 
Viceroy should officially rescind the objections he had made to Mr. Roberts’s holding 
the situation to which he had been appointed, finally succeeded in obtaining an official 
document, not altogether satisfactory, although we may hope it will be sufficient to 
prevent any attempt of a similar nature at a future period. 

2T. By the publication of the Viceroy’s Edict of the 2d of December, we were 
liappily relieved from the necessity of taking into consideration the adoption of the 
measure proposed in Mr. Elphinstone’s Minute, of withdrawing the Honourable 
Company’s ships, for the purpose of more effectually representing what w'c had to 
complain of to the Government of Pekin. Carrying on an extensive commerce, 
sufficient to excite the rapacity of the officers of government, protected by no laws, 
but, on the contrary, such regulations as are made, so vague and undefined as to admit 
of any interference or interpretation that a corrupt and despotic government may be 
disposed to give them, our only hope of preventing the recurrence of these attacks is by 
a firm and decided resistance. 

28. Although we cannot but regret tlie delay which was occasioned, we must observe, 
it appears to have prevented our being subject to many interferences we might otherwise 
have been exposed to . from the Hoppo. The very violent and arbitrary manner in 
which he commenced the functions of his office was sufficient to show what would 
liave been his conduct had he not been checked. From the time of our commencing 
unloading the ships no interference or interruption worthy of remark has been 
experienced. 


(R) 
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(OO-FIRST LIEUTENANT OF HIS MAJESTY’S SHIP INDEFATIGABLE, ATTACKED 
WHILE ON SHORE, AND SEVERELY ILL-TREATED BY THE CHINESE. 


EXTRACT LETTER in the Public Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Honourable Court of Directors, dated 10th January 1812, 

Par. 298 . The particulars will be noticed by your Honourable Court on our pro- 
ceedings of this season, of an appeal which we had occasion to make to the justice of 
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Ste dimeae OoVe^nmc»ti irf ^ctti^nee #ift SJapidn Brig^ of Hw 

Clo^nde, in conseq««m» of the Hm I;i{^ciUtOjOAOt of tbo 

attoefccfd and aeverely ^ iU^triaatoii, nod idA> pliindered of o by the Chineaie m shore, 
near fhe anchorage at ChuDpee. 

i^90. Ic is satlsfactoiy to be enabled to add, that in this instaoee^ hot onty great 
readiness was shown by the officers of Government to attend to our compleititi but 
complete redress acfunlly obtained, the principal offender haviO^ hee^ eeeth^ OOd 
brought to Canton, and the gun recovered and ratoned to the ^ptain^of Kis Majesty’s 
ship Indefatigable. 


(7.)- -RESPECTING TflE EMBARRASftEJ) ClftCGMSTANCRS OF ROME OP THE HONG 
♦ MERCHANTS, 

EXTRACT LETTER in the Secret Department, fiom the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Court of Directors, dated 2d Mai^h IftlS, 

Embarrassments Par., 2, We have noticed in this department the proceedings of the European 
creditors of the Hongs of Conseequa, Exebin, Manhop, Poonequa and Goqua, and 
Hong ere anu. arrangements which they have made for the recovery of their debts ; having for the 
chief object the equalizing the claims on these Merchants with respect to the interest, 
and from such funds as may arise to the Merchants in the course of their commercial 
transactions, an equal distribution will be made among the claimants. 

3. This arrangement, which is equitable as far as the parties are concerned, will 
have the effect of relieving ihe Merchants from the pressing importunities of any of 
their European creditors. The alternative which was left at the option of the 
Europeau cr^itors, was an application to the Chinese Govennnent for the payment of 
their debts, which would have occasioned the bankruptcy of the Hongs, and much 
inconvejiience and delay to the Honourable Company'S affairs would probably have 
arisen during the present season. The funds from whence these debts would be 
charged must be raised by the imposition of further duties on European Commerce. 
From the state of the commercial relations of other nations with China at present, the 
tax must have fallen heavily on the Company’s trade, under these clrciimsiances we 
consider the arrangement to be the most beneficial for the Honourable Company’s 
affairs which could have been adopted, and consequently fully deserving every assistance 
which we may have it in our power to afford. 


EXTRACT LETTER in the Secret Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Court of Directors^ dated 31st March 1813. 

Far. 10. noticed in our proceedings in this department a message which llie 
Hoppo had sent through Pinqua, relative to the re-establishment of (,'hunqua’s Hong, 
in the Honourable Company’s employment On a visit whidi hts Exeellehey lately 
paid at the Factory, he again introduced the subject, and requested that Chtmqtm might 
be readmitted ; not altogether approving of this interference, it was merdy observed in 

reply 
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Chunqua, we perhaps had no great cause to wish for a renewal of intercpurse ; at the 
same tie)ie» from the anxiety irbicb Chimqua has evinced to be again admitted to the 
Company'^ business^ it may be fairly.presumed that he will be extremely cautiptw of 
taking any measures which may deseiive the reprehension of the Commjttoe^ and it is 
to be hoped tM ihi^ future conduct will be such as to give no cause to regret our 
having acceded to his request ; the proposition of business which we have alloited to 
Chunqua is about two shares. 

12. With the exception of Pinqiia, to whom we have appropriated four shares, and 
of Mowqa% who has three, the proportions of the business allotted to the other Mer- 
chants are* the same as before* The introduction of Chunqu^is provided for by the 
addition of two shares to the former number of twenty* 

18, The situation, however, of many of the Hong Merchants is such (l)cing eonstider- 
ably indebted to £uropeal)s) that We do not consider it to bC'^^advisable to adhere to a 
strict distribution of the business in the shares as here specified. 

14. The profits arising from the tra^ which these Merchants may be enabled to 
carry on with Europeans, is the source from whence their debts are to be liquidated (un- 
less application is made to the Government, when their debts will be discharged by the 
body of the Hong Merchants from funds arising from the imposition of further duties on 
the foreign trade), consequently it becomes desirable to throw as large a proportion of 
business into the hands of the Merchants thus situated, as may be done consistent with 
the interests of the Honourable Company, and without detriment to the investment. 

15, The ipanner in which the contracts are now made, by the Tea Merchants commu- , 
nicating to us their arrangements with the Hong Merchants, for whom we in fact be- 
come responsible, the necessary advances on the contracts being paid to the Tea Mer- 
chants from our treasury ; and on the leas being weighed and received, the long-ells for 
the amount remaining due being delivered at once from the Factory, die confidence of 
the Tea Merchant and die credit of the Hong Merchant (as far as relates to die trans- 
action) is completely established; and there appears no cause to apprehend that the teas 
will not prove to be equally good with those delivered by other Merchants. We have 
considered it therefore expedient to limit the division of the business in the shares speci- 
fied, to the amount of the teas actually required by the estimate, and to divide the fur- 
ther provision of Congo which it is advisable to contract for, among the Merchants, Con- 
seequa, Exebin, Manhop, Poonequa, and Goqua. 


EXTRACT LETTER in the Public Department, from tha SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Court of Directors, dated 22d February 1814. 

Par. 167* W» have at various times had the honour to detail to your Honourable 
Court dm situation of the m^ority of the Hong Merchants ; their situation at the close 
of 1806-7 was that of complete insolvency* 

3 R 2 


(My 

Redmft 

Qrievanims^ 

Emharjussments 
of the 

Hong Merchants, 


168 . In 



CHINA PAPEllfi. 


490 APP£WJ^fTp.niii;„^^JfP 


(£*) 

R«dreM of 
Grievances^ ^c. 

Embarrassments 
of the 

IJong Merchants. 


; In the seasons imniedi^fj^ their true situation became, at sus- 

pjBscted, anil then fully ascertained^ ^4 bni .tlieir credit failVig them end^Iy? ibpjt 
came exposed to airtbe harassing iroportonities and distress which, was to be expected 
would take place from their npmerpus creditors. , . / 

169. On the loss of their credit their commercial transactions beoamp daily more em- 
barrassed; that part of the Honourable Company's investment which thoso Merchants 
had to provide became injured in quality^ and was obtained with difficulty sums 
required for duties^ and which must be paid, were not forthcomingi and the ruin of five 
HongSi, Conseequa, Exchiu, Manhop, Foonequa, and Coqua^ appeared inevitable. 

IW. It then becomes a question for the consideration of the Committee, whether, it 
was expedient for the interest of the Company and tlie trade generally that these Mer- 
chants should be allowed to faiV or by stepping forward to their assistance! exer^ons 
should l>e made to upb^d the Hongs, .and that such profits as might arise from thpir com- 
mercial transactions should be applied to the liquidation of their debts. By the failure 
of so many Hongs, debts due to the Honourable Company and individual amount- 
ing in the aggregate to nearly four millions, would have remained to be adjusted, such 
part as the Government might have thought proper to acknowledge would have been 
ordered to liave been paid by the remaining Merchants, probably in ten years ; who, in 
their turn, would have laid additional taxes on the foreign trade to meet the annual in- 
stalment. The loss, together with the serious injury which must have been entailed on 
the Company's and foreign trade was obvious; and the Committee were of opinion that 
it was for the advantage of the interests more particularly committed to their charge, as 
well as to the general interests of all parties concerned, that the Hongs should continue. 

171. In coming to this decision, the Committee could not but be aware of the many 
difficulties to be encountered, the trouble and responsibility which they were imposing 
on themselves to carry on trade with Merchants so situated, there remained tut a choice 
of evils, and it was their duty to adopt what appeared least likely to injure the interests 
committed to their charge. 

172. Considerable difficulty was experienced at first in avoiding the payment of fees 
and donations to the officers of Government; . . these difficulties were immediately lessened 
by the mild and moderate conduct of the late IIoppo Te-ta Zin. 

. 178. On adopting the resolution to support the Merchants, the Committee considered 
it their duty to resist the application of the private creditors to be allowed a participation 
at once in any advantages that might arise from their transactions wiili the Merchants, 
conceiving that the Company bad full right to require thatthe profits arising from their 
transactions with these Merchants, should, in the first instance, be solely appropriated to 
the liquidation of their claims. On their amount being cleared off, it would remain for 
the C ommittee to afford any assistant in their power to private individiiaK It may. be 
here proper to observe, that tlie conduct of the private creditor throughout merits eom- 
mendation. No measures were proposed to be adopted without a previous rderenooi to 
know bow far such measures might be approved by the Committee.. ^ 

174. From the situation of xhe Merchants it must be evident to your Honounible 
Court, that they pos.<iessed no resources within themselves frcmi whence thar bolai^ 
could be paid offi, and that tlie liquidation of their several debts' to the Company could 
only be the work of several seasons. The payment of duties^ the advance on tontfatns, 

and 
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' ai)d al! Other ctiai^ been made from our treasury? and biting', as your Honour- 
able Court ^ desiwuS should be done, reduced their respective apcountsf with the Com- 
pany, We are unable to concur in the remark of the 58d paragraph, under reply, that 
the Merchants are in a much worse situation than they Were in 1809-10; * On the con- 
trl^, We are disposed to think their cirdurristances are much improved, their embarrassed 
situation Being publicly known, and they themselves tire now fully aware that their re- 
eiiablishment depends entirely on their good conduct arid economy; and in addition to 
this, as far as the Company's investment is corisidered, we have established such an inter- 
cpiirse and understanding with the Tea Merchants as greatly advances the credit of the 
Junior M^chants of the Hong, and will prove of essential benefit in our future transac- 
tiops« 

Its. MVlth respect to the advances ihade on contracts, we believe that they do not 
exceed what was customaiy in former periods. Interest etjriftl to one per cent, per 
month is charged on the sums $o advanced, and consequently no loss can be said to arise. 

176. We have been under tlie necessity of making, in the present season, advances on 
the payment of duties, to prevent the failure of the Hong of Fatqua. Our dealings with 
that Merchant are not extensive, but we hope by care and attention in his business, it will 
not be long before he clears his debt to the Honourable Company, 

177. Onr utmost exertions are used to limit the amount of our advances to the Mer- 
chants; their indispensable demands must be complied with; but on the economy with 
which their affairs are transacted depends chiefly the success of the present plan adopted 
for the payment of their debts. 

178. We are unwilling to suppose that Goqua would have readily or on light grounds 
resorted to this measure, but at the same time, a certain pressure, arising from inability 
to pay his duties, wliicli would endanger the Hong, might have proved too great to resist 
the temptation of appropriating funds passing through his bmids, and we trust your 
Honourable Court will deem this a sufficient reason for the apprehensions expressed, and 
the advance made. 



01 


Grievances, iU. 


Embarrassmeiits 
of the 

Hong Merchants. 


EXTRACT LETTER in the Secret Department, from the SELECT COMMLITEE 
at Canton to the Court of Directors, dated 16th January 1815. 

Far. 12, It is unnecessary for us to repeat the probable consequences of so many of 
the Merchants becoming bankrupts, and the heavy additional taxation that would fall on 
the trade, to enable these debts to be discharged. Our anxious endeavours have been 
constantly employed to give full eilect to the arrangement. 

13. We have .met with difficulties proceeding, as we believe, from the jealousy of the 
Senior Merchants, and their desire to engross the European trade, these difficulties have 
been increased by a want of energy and conduct on the part of those Merchants whose 
Hongs we are endeavouring to sustain. We have only to rely on our own firmness and 
decemhiaiion in resisting any attempt that may be made, and when the Senior Mer- 
chants are convinced that we are resolved to persevere in die arrangement, we may hope 
to be allowed to carry it on without molestation. 


Extract 
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EXtHACT LETTER in the PiiWic dbHMltl^E 

? ?: rr at Cemott to the CdM dir 

jPan 68. We have oth^ occasipns so fully staM to your Hohoorable Court tbd 
many and seriopa consequeocas to the aide that must inevit^Ufy ensue from the failure 
of so many of the Hongs so ^ply indebted, and ^hose debts would &}l on the £oro- 
peantx^de. We will confine om^ves at present to die remark that^ Uiiderex^^ 
circumstances wecoxisider the advances made to enable' the Mendianta to dkeharge 
their duties to Government, and also tlie requisite advances to defray the disbursements 
of tlmir respective Hongs, to be as necessaty and expedient as any payments made to 
the Tea Merchants and others, in return for gcx)ds actually delivered ; at the same time 
we had a right to expect, that the officers of the Canton Government wduld con^ddr 
the advances made in a liberal point of view, and refrain from unyust practices, 
especially when these more particularly affected us; but from the officers of the Chinese 
Govermnent we know, from experience, neither rectitude of conduct, or liberality inf 
sentiment can ))e e3q>ected ; when an officer enters on Ims situation, bis attention is not 
excited to a due and just performance of its duties, but to the profits that may accrue 
from it. . 

69. The officer whose conduct has called forth the remark made by your Honour* 
able Court, was notwitlistanding, a mild and moderate man compared with his prede- 
cessors; and, although we experienced several vexatious interruptions, there was at all 
times a great readiness shown by the Hoppo Le to receive, discuss, and adjust any 
complaints we might have occasion to carry l>efore him, and, on the whole, we should 
be well pleased to see ^ office 6Ued by him again. 


EXTRACT LETTER in the Secret Department, from tlie SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Court of Directors, dated 11th March 1815. 

Par. 12, We are wholly unaUe at the present moment to hazard an opinion as to 
what may be the Viceroy's coiir^ 6f proceedings in regard to the Hongs of the Junior 
Merchants; we cannot but indulge a hope, that the more accurate information tliat we 
suppose he must have obtained, together with the obvious policy of permitting the Junior 
Merchants to C6nt5nue, will operate on the decision of the Viceroy, in permitting their 
Hongs to continue as before. 

13. The question, as it relates to Sir George Staunton, we understand is considered 
to be completely set at rest, by the clear and iltrobg statement made by the Merchants; 
the Viceroy, it is said, most fully concurred in the tenor of the document, and that It 
was immediately transmitted to Pekin ; we cannot but hope that the Viceroy’s views dn 
the other points connected with the foreign trade have undergone a favouraffie change. 

U. We should greatly regret giving your Honourable Coinmitt^ grounds f^^^ 
believing that the situation of the Honourable Company’s affaire ind interest ijti China 
were in a more BiVonruble' state than is really the case ; we have ifor^dered it neo^r^ 
therefore, to take the earliest o|ipoti:anity of laying eveiy document before your Ho- 
nourable 
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he ®eei|, tl|i# iittempts ilJijl h^^ made to 
ovenorii pr|i4*t lyet^pf trade, the change that waapr^si^sed tphe established, 
the meastire pursued in the hope of defeating the attempt, and the danger that 

still threatens the Honourable Company’s interest, and the trade generally at Canton. 

1^* The measure of suspending the commerdal intercourse (particularly should it be 
necessary for any length of time) is attended with such injurious effects, that nothing 
but the oonVictioa that no other measureis left for our adoption, in order to obtain Ifor** 
bimance On the part of the Chinese Qovernment, can justify our resorting to it, and 
for the efficacy the measure we depend only on the consequences that may be sup* 
posed will arise to the Chinese Government from so extensive a trade being suddenly 
interrupted. 

16. Your Honourable Committee will not fail to appreciate the difficulties experienced 
in conducting so extensive a trade, exciting the views and interests, and exposed to the 
intrigues of designing persons, protected by no laws or regulations, while the superior 
officers of the provincial government are leagued with or assisting the parties acting 
against us. To resist such a combination the Committee atone can scarcely be expected 
to prove equal, and it will be for your Honourable Committee to determine on the 
measures heat calculated to support and preserve the Honourable Company’s interest in 
China. 


(&} 

Hedress of 
Giievanees, Sec* 

ErnbarrassmentK 
of the 

Hong Merchants. 


EXTRACT LETTER in the Public Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Honourable Court of Directors, dated 12th March 1815. 

Par. 38, We have lately been informed by Conseequa and the J unior Merchants that 
they are under considerable apprehensions, in consequence of Edicts which have been 
received from the Emperor and the Viceroy, relative to the foreign trade, and to their 
Hongs in particular. They stated that the Merchants indebted to foreigners are ordered 
to be removed, 

89. We requested that the documents might be put into our possession, which request 
the Merchants have declined compliance with, in consequence, as they have privately 
assured us, of the advice of the Hoppo. 

40 . By a second Imperial Edict, relative to the foreign trade, we understand that the 
removing of such Merchants as are indebted to foreigners is again mentioned, and we 
understand that the Emperor positively directs Fuankhequa to resume the situation of 
First Merchant. 

41. A measure so unjust, and so manifestly injurious to the interests of the foreign 
trade at Canton, as breaking the Merchants who are indebted to foreigners, and whose 
heaVy debts must nece^^ily fallen the trade in the shape of duties, we consider it to 
be our bounden duty to oppose in every way in our power. 

42. From the experience we have had of the conduct of the Government and the 
Merchants, during the last season and the present, whether proceeding from machina- 
tions of some among the Merchants, added to the want of exertion in others, or the 
hostile and unfriendly disposition of the superior officers of die Canton government, it 

appears 
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EXTRACT LETTER in the Public Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Honourable Court of Directorg, dated 9th April 1815. 

Par. Y« We have the pleasure to acquaint your Hopour^e Oourt, Puanl^hejqua has 
resumed the situation of First Merchant, in obedience to the Imperial Decree. 

8. On our Consultations, under dale the 9d instant, your Honourable Court will 
find detailed the particulars of an interview we had with Puankhequa' and the other 
Merchants on that day, relative to the affairs of the Hongs that are indebted to Eut^ 
peans. 

9. We have already acquainted your Honourable Court with the ^rious conse- 
quences which we apprehended would attend the removal of the Junior Merchants, and 
that we should consider it onr bourideh duty to resist such a measure on the part of the 
ofiicers of Government by every means in our power. 

10. We have the satisfaction to state, that we have since been informed by Pinqua, 
that the Hoppo has expressed himself to be fully aware of the embarrassment that would 
arise to the general trade of Canton, should the measures proposed be carrie<i into effect, 
and that he has promised to use his utmost endeavours to obtain the Viceroy s concur- 
rence to the support of the Junior Hongs, on tlie return of that officer from the tour 
of inspection in which he is at present engaged. 


EXTRACT LETTER in the Secret Department, frbm the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Court of Directors, dated 9th April 1815. 

Par. 4. On the 4th instant We had the satisfaction to hear through Pinqua, tliat tbe 
Hoppo had given him the strongest assurances of bis intentions to support the Junior 
Merchants, as far as was in his power, and tliat he should spare no entreaties or argu- 
ments in inducing the Viceroy to concur. He pi*oposed to avail himself of an early occa- 
sion after the Viceroy’s return to Canton, as he is at present absent on a tour of iuspee- 
tion. 

6. The assurances of the Hoppo, so strongly and unequivocally expressed, have had - 
the effect of removing, in great measure, the doubts that the various reports respeotr 
ing the intentions of the Government towards the Junior Merclianis had excited; and 
wc were in consequence enabled tO assist die Junior Merchants in . thisii' arrangeiU^ts 
with their European creditors, by granting bills on the Hoiiourabja vCqiirt fpr ,^10 
amount of the balances due to them, together witli a further sum b^ond the amount 
which we were actually indebted ; and in consideration of all circumstaooes our Mils 
were drawn at a rate of 5«. 6d. per dollar, payable in twelve mondis. v 
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EXTBAPT letter in the Secret Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
nt Cknton to the Honourable Court of Directors, dated dOtli April 1815. 

Par. 4 In compliance with the orders of this Government, Puan-khe-qua has taken 
charge his Hong, tiering effected, through superior address with the Viceroy and 
others of tllic officers of the Government, the complete exclusion of bis brothers and 
other branches of his family, who before participateil in the profits of the Hong. 

64 In d&isideration ofPuan*khe-qua's former situation, we proposed in our division 
of the business to allot to him tlie proportion annually appropriated to the First Mer- 
chant, but, on our intentions being communicated, Puan-khe-qua declined doing busi- 
ness to this extent, on the plea of want of capital (unless we would assist him with ad- 
vances), and further, that we must stipulate to pay up the amount of his teas at the 
close of the season. 

6. We must observe, that Piian^khe-qua advanced another argument, which, could 
it l)e relied on, does him more credit, which was, that he was unwilling to interfere with 
our arrangements respecting the Junior Merchants, as by the extent of their dealings 
with us their circumstances and credit were chiefly to be restored. 

7* Under the unusual stipulation of hb account being paid off at the close of the sea- 
son, and which we cannot possibly suppose, the real state of his capital to warrant, to- 
gether with the obvious policy of assisting the Junior Merchants, the wishes expressed 
by Puan*^khe*qutv to engage , in business with us on a more limited scale than we had 
proposed, were readily acceded to. 

^8. The conduct of Chunqua, in the opinion of the Committee, w^as such as to merit 
the severest marks of their displeasure ; and an entire discontinuance of all commercial 
transactions between the Company and Chunqua would have been the proper return for 
his unjustifiable proceedings towards us. On the return of Puan-khe-qua, however, we 
did not feel altogether confident as to the line of conduct he might think it proper to 
punsoe ; and as Chunqua appeared to us to promise the best, if not the only check on 
Puan-khe-qua, should he propose to embarrass the trade witli restrictions, we deemed it 
^ rather politic to ec^ business witli Chunqua. Accordingly we made contracts 

him to#s sa^^axtant aa m 

vfiy After the^vexperiiiii^ had of Chunqua s conduct, it is apparent that no 

retbm€e:ean be pbtoed on himv end ft will require a considerable period of service to re- 
umve tlie unfavourable impiiessiqns that his comluct has given. We must hope that the 
sums of money that these intrigues cannot but c<ist him, together with the failure of the 
eUds proposed, will induce him to see bis real interests, and urge him to use such inflii 
ence as he may possess with the cdficers of Government in disposing them fovoiirably to- 
wards that trade by which he benefits. 

3 S 
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. ,.18. .With theexc^Uonof a reduction from f^nqvia’f b|ui|)q^| .w^ i* 
the Mcond Merchant in our divl^ioh df Othet 

was the same as in this season. • ' ' ^ '?>■ ’ ' ■ 

11. We are still unable to speak decideiilly of the Yic^rpyV ip^nt^^^ 

Junior Merchants. Since his return to Canton we understapti he h^ expressed his in 
tention of making inquiries into the state of the Merchants* accounts with fotei^ers ; 
but we believe he cannot but be now fully aware of the impolicy of ^riryli^ J^is 
intentions of removing these Hongs intoeffect. ^ ^ ^ 

li* In the course of the communications which have passed oh ibis subj^^ we have 
had opportunities of hearing indirectly that the principal officer^ of the Canton Govern- 
ment, as well as the Hoppo, were fully aware of the e3tpe4iepcy of dte Gpvernraentjnot 
interfering with the Hong Merchants. The question, howeveri appears ^ rest en^rely 
with the Viceroy to decide, and it is much to be regretted that the presumption aniclbb- 
stiuacv of his character is unfortunately such as to leave the q^uestion stitT in doubt 
13. We are unwilling to anticipate evils, biit in tlie event of the Junior Merchants 
being removed, the strongest appeal against the Viceroy’s injusilce wjlhe r^uired from 
us; and we should hope a subject of such importance could not fail to excite the atten- 
tion of the Imperial Government of l?ekin, where we must further hope the conduct of 
tlie Viceroy towards us, in tliis and in the preceding season, would meet with severe 


censure. 


EXTRACT LETTER in the Public Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Honourable Court of Directors, dated 12th October 1815. 

Par. 25. Wk have much satisfaction in ooqiiainting yoUr Hbnotirable Couft, that the 
question relating to the continuance of the Hongs of the Junior Merdhants is considered 
as being finally settled, the Viceroy having made such a report to Pekin, as will ensure 
a favourable reply from the Imperial Government; and we beg to offer our congratula- 
tions on an arrangement effected in opposition to great and peculiar difficulties, iand of 
the most material importance to the British commercial interests generally at this port 


EXTRACT LETTER in the Secret Department, frdih die SELECT COMMHTEE 
at Canton to the Court of Directors, dated Sd December 181^. 

Par. 7. Wx have transferred to <nif Public Bepartnieiit the several doenineiiis and 
our proceedings on the question of the continuance of the Hongs of die JtMor liir- 
cliants, and as far as we can judge from appearances at present, we believe we may con- 
gratulate your Honourable Committee on the favourable termination of that highly im- 
portant question. 


Extract 
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in Depart|nent« from the ,§E’LE6 t Ci^iSlj^JiTtEE 

at Cantcmto the Honourabie Court of Directors, dated 18Ui, January WJ®* 

Pir.‘ l4S. TIhE ajpj^bbation that your honourable Court have been pleat^ to ex- 
ptwi of the theasures adopted, and of the arrangements made to enable the Junior Mer- 
chantii to carry on their business, afi^rds tB the hipest satisfaction. 

144. 'VS^e bare bh former bccasions so hilly submitted our sentiments on this subjbbt 
to your Honourable Court’s consideration, that it is scarcely neces.sary for us here tp fU- 
peat, that the coni&uajhce’bfidie honjp in question we consider to be of the greatest im- 
portance, hot only to the interests of the Honourable Company, but to the foreign 
trade geneihlly. We hope that ho circumstances will be permitted to occasion any ma- 
terial Ihterfereifice'oir interruption in Ae arrangements at present existing for' the extri- 
catibti of the Junior Merchants from their embarrassments. 

145. Our discuwion with the Chinese Government during the last, and at the com- 
mencement of the present season, having been already transmitted, your Honourable 
Court will have been enabled to judge bow powerfully the present system for the conti- 
nuance of the Junior Merchants in business was assailed, first by the provincial officers, 
and afterwards with the authority of the Pekin Government. 

146. From the tenor of our communications during the last season, your Hononr- 
able Court will have observed that we considered the discussions in which we were 
involved not only during that period, but also in the year preceding (when the question 
relative to Mr. Roberts was agitated), to have had their origin in apian for the removal 
of the Juamr Merchant^ when the arrangements made for tlieijr extrication from their 
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embarrassment must necessarily have ceased. 

147. The project to effect the removal of the Junior Merchants was very deeply laid, 
end very powerfully asswiedi .first by the superior provincial officers, and subsequently 

by tbe imperial authority {. and we Wiev^ from what has since occurred, that nothing 
but the superior officers of Government becoming convinced that the removal of the 
Junior MerehanU would be followed by the suspension of the foreign trade, preserved 
them from being deohwed bankrupts, and sent into banishment. 

148. On our P^lic Proceedings, under date the 1st December, the official reply 
of tlie Viceroy and Fooyucn to tbe Emperor on this subject is entered ; this document, 
we are informed, may be considered conclusive as to the continuance of the Hongs of 
the Junior Merchants, and we hope that they are not likely to be again disturbed. 

148. Under tjie conviction that it is of the highest importance to the interest of the 
Honourable Company that the Junior Merchants should be extricated from their em- 
U batTBSsed situation, we sh^l not fail to consider it our special duty to afford eveiy pos- 
s^ie assiatanee in foirwiirffiDg so desirable a measure, and in giving effeet to such ar- 
rai^nients as &e truMuer may have in view for that purpose. 


3S2 


Extract 
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EXtftACTLErrER in tlie ; 



at Caiituii to the Honourable Court df Hirectors^ dated 2$d EebruftJfy 18W* 


Par. II. Your Honoumble Coimnittee will see riicbrddd otf dur PubU^ 
a translation of the Imperial Edict in favour of the Junior idndb we trust 

may be considered conclusive of their future stability/ 

12. Our faith in this document, together with a conviction that the gieniscBl intcir^ts 
of the trade require us to give every possible effect to the instructions of the H^ouiv 
able Court in favour of supporting the credit of the Junior Merchanls, have induced us 
to give them the aid of the Ilonourable Company this season towards the discharge of 
another instalment of their debt to their European Oreditors, although the liaige arreat 
due by them for the amount of the duties advanced by Pinqua and others, upon the 
Company’s security, might otherwise seem to demand our prior and exclusive attention 
for its liquidation. 

13. But we have considered it our duty on no account to allow the favourable effect 
upon their credit, arising from the late Imperial Edict, to be counteracted by the dis- 
couraging circumstance immediately following, of their total failure in respect to a pre- 
sent dividend, and which failure might have the effec^ of reviving, in the minds of im- 
patient and ill-judging individuals, a wish to resort to other more summary modes of 
obtaining, or of at least applying for justice against the Hong Merchants, and Whose 
effects, whatever they might be to the creditors themselves, we know Would be decidedly 
and unequivocally pernicious tp the interests of the Honourable Company* 

14'. The arrear for the amount of duties we fear we shall find^o Ibe SA^inented by the 
further sum of about 100,000 tales, whioli Pinqua has informed wHh some degree of 
mystery, is the probable amount of the sacrifice thqr wil) have ultimately to make to the 
officers of this Provincial Government (as alluded to in our Seoret Consullations of the 
early part of this season), for their assistance in ayerting the deslvuction which hung over 
them, • . - 

15. We have only to hope that the increa^g credit and respectability of these Mer- 
chants, will enable them to cariy on Uipir business aa to admit of thqir 

setting apart a sum out of their profits, adequate botl) to the difc^rge of their European 
debt, and the portion of the Chinese c^bt guaranteed as above by die Company, within 
a reasonable period. 


extract LETTER iii the PubKc Departnmnt, Item the 
at Canton to the Horioffridjie Court of 

Par. 21. In our Public Consultations, under date 5th Januaiy, your Hononralde 
Court will observe a letter and enclosure from Mr. Jardine, acting as trustee in behalf 
of the creditors of Chunqua’s Hong. 

22. These claims have been in abeyance for nearly two years ; and as it appears that 
the creditors were now quite hopeless of obtaining any redress or justice, excepting 

through 
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th^ we miglit po^ with the Chineic.QawaiWnt;, diey ap. 
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our dui^ th eiRn^ them.'' '■' ' v 

. 91 , leave, to refer your Honourable Court to our Public ConsultatitHU^ under 

the 4a^ oot^ in the margin>* fer the detail of the negodations we have entered on 
with the Government; and the statements made by the Hong Merchants on thissubject. 
W^cirehpppy to s^ that we have been so far successful as to obtain an acknowfedg* 
inent pf the Justice, pf the claims and that the Cobonghold themselves responsible fer 
the di^harge of the debt. We have also obtained a positive pledge from the Men* 
chapts^ ihat two lacs of dollars shall be paid before the new year, and a third lac during 
the 4ih moon of the ensuing year, being the proceeds of the disposal of a part of 
Chunq[ua^s property. 
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{8.)-ATTfiMPT OP THE CHINESE TO ESTABLISH A COHONG. 


EXTRACT LETTER in the Public Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Court of Directors, dated 2Sd February 1814. 


Par. 275. Ik our proceedings, os stated in the margimt your Honourable Court 
will observe the attempt that was made in the early part of the season to establish 
Cohong Regulations, and the steps taken by the Committee. 

276. ImiaediateappUcatioB was nude to the Merchants and Hoppo, from whom we 
received the strangest assurance, diat as far as Europeans were concerned, notliing was 
intended: the hrtter asserti^, that it was merely for the purpose of insuring the pay> 
raent of the Imperial duties, and the Merchants that the regulations existed merely in 
form. . , .■* 

P77. How for these asserUons may be relied on, remains to be proved. IDtherto the 
form of affixing a value on die goods is all that has been attempted; nor has it had the 
eflect of preventing higher duties being given the day following ; and it may be further 
observed, that Pinqua, who, os director, established 13t. 7ffi., as the price for the Com* 
pany’s ootton» subsequently purchased it at 14 tales per pecuL 
278. If the establishment of a Cohong system was to be seriously attempted, it would 
become the duty of all trading to this port firmly and decidedly to resist; much delay 
"and incumveiiiiimaB might arise from the disQUSsion at the same time there appears good 
grounds to believe^, a ttiuted and well conducted resistance would ultimately prove 
successful. 

. — ... 1. Extract 


Atteiupl to 
establish a Cohoiig* 
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EXTRACT LETTER from the SELECT COMMITTEE at Cantoa to the Sefwt 
Cottiniittce of the Cohi4 of th'ntirto^ da 1814. 

Par. 22. We have recorded* under thesa dateC)^ eome commaniaiuoDi made to ns 
relative to the estaUishing the CohoDg ^stem. 

23. The Merchants most positively deny all knowledge of thi3j propt>si(t6h tvavihg been 
made, and at the, same time- expVei^ thdr decided dejections to the «smMisfati)|' this 
system ; how far they are sincere it is impossible to say } but we have little to d^nd 
on either their libenality or their j moment* for if diey possessed Cither, the attempt 
would he decidedly discouraged, as the ultimate ruin of die trade must be the result of 
the estahlsddng eocb a system. 

24. For the present we are disposed to believe that it is merely a iinin gone through 
of affixing a price on ah goods at ^e Consoo house- ^oOld the attempt be seriously 
made to establish the system, it will require the firm and decided refusal, on the part of 
Europeans, to trade till these regulations are rescinded ; and if properly pursued, this 
mode of resistance will doubtless prove successful, although considerable delay may be 
the consequence. 


EXTRACT LETTER in. the Secret Department, from the PRESIDENT of the 
SELECT COMMITTEE at Canton to the C'hairm^pf the Court of Directors, 
dated 23d February 1815. ,, , , > 

Par. 2. On the llth L received privately a copy of an Imperiid Edict Ikom Pekin 
respecting the foreign trade. A translation of this document I consider it proper to trans- 
niit to you by the eorUest conveyance that offers. 

S. This document confirms the apprehensions entertain^ by the Select Committee, 
that in theproceedings of the Canton Government, particularly in the months of Sep- 
tember and Octobm' lost, some attempts werl meditated against the privileges allowed to 
the foreign trade, by the establishing the Cohong ; and in order the more effectually to 
carry this point, die ruin and removal of some of the JunioV MCrdhants, who might be 
di^osed to assist us in resisting the project, was in contemplatidn. 

4. By the measures of resistance adopted by the Committ^ the attempt appears to 
have b^n defeated for the time, as the officers of the Canton Ooveriimeiit found them- 
selves placed in too delicate a situation, (the pCospect of the fbreign trade being imm- 
pletely interrupted), to persevere on their own authori^. The instigators of th^ 
attempts .were therefore tdiliged to locfic for fiinhei* assistance, and, by a course of 
intrigues, it would appear that they have succeeded in gaining the imperial sanction; 
evidently, however, by imposing false statements on his Majesty. 

5. From a perusal of the document it will at onCe appear that the complaint of an 
unequal <Uflr0mHm of the Company*8 bnriness must come from one of the senior mer- 
chants. 


* Jum 17 { July 4g tnd Augatt 11* 
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c&dftts. Utiltf b; bhe bf tliese, a circunutonee M entirely outaf thie concerns of 
the officers bf^^vernment could not hare been thought of; indeed, the whole of tlie 
conten^pf this document^ when, wenonnect them with the occurrences of this saesQi^ as 
also of the last (namely, the order to establish the Cohong system in July 1813}. and 
the discussions respecting Mr* Roberts), all tend to confirm me in the belief that tliese 
measures originate either with Pinquaor Cbunqua, for Mowqua appears to stand 
pletely acquitted 

6. The little cordiality shown by Rnqua generally towards the English, and an 
equally strong bias towards the Americans, with whom he has many concerns, and 
whose ships are loaded on his own account, might induce suspicions to be attached to 
him ; but then again his general conduct in supporting the Junior Merchants, by assisting 
them in arranging their contracts, his becoming security for, or in advancing their duties ; 
and his arguments to me have invariably, when the situation of these merchants was dis- 
cussed, been in favour of their being supported. These circumstances, combined with his 
known dislike to any intercourse with the officers of his government, strongly concur in 
inducing the Committee to exculpate Pinqua; while, from every concurring information 
and circumstance, there appears to be equally strong and sufficient reasons for fixing 
the measure on Chunqua. 

7. The official edicts respecting native servants, the seizure of the linguist Ayeu, the 
fomenting the irritation of the government, inconsequence of the supposed continued 
aggressions on Chinese neutrality by His Majesty’s ship Doris, had for their object the 
involving the Committee in a serious discussion with the Government, in which it was 
no doubt fully expected that the Committee would have been intimidated into submission 
and compliance with any measures that might have been resolved on by the Canton 
Government. These measures would have been the ruin and removal of several of 
the junior Hongs, and the establishment of the Cohong system, of which, from his 
influence, Chunqua would have become the sole director. By effecting the removal of 
the oilier merchants, a larger proportion of the foreign and Company’s trade wo;dd have 
fallen to his share, whilst he possesa^d the mnans and authority to affix tlie prices of all 
commodities. 

8. On the trade being suspended by order of the Viceroy, in September, had the 
Committee proceeded to request the government to withdraw its prohibitions, or had any 
anxiety been expressed on the subject, tlie price of loading the ships would have been 
the completion of Cbunqua’s views. Finding, however, that the Committee took such 
decided measures, and that they also refused to trade, the Viceroy and Canton govern- 
ment became alarmed as to the consequences to themselves, and were therefore unwil- 
ling to proceed, and accordingly the arrangement with Sir George Staunton was 
effected 

9. From the information that I have been enabled to collect, it appears that the 
Viceroy and superior officers of the Canton Government were by no means aware of 
being (as they were in fact), ipols jn. the bauds of Chunqua, or were they made acquainted 
with the precise objects he had in view. Living entirely removed from all intercourse 
with foreigners, the superior officers of the Government are generally very ignorant 
respecting foreign trade, and are enabled to form but very imperfect ideas of the 
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cHoraetO' and conduct of the HomiaraWe idomp8ny*«'*eirvants j li^ce, by gkinlnji^ ‘ die 
persons about the superior officers, whether relatives, clerks, or domestics, Chunqua is 
enabled to give a bias on the occurrence of any affiiir ; and bn this their officers ground 
tlieir proceedings, 

10. From the tenor of the docoment^ os it relates la an inquiry into the debts owing 
by the Junior Merchants^ proposing their removal, and future regulations for the 
trade, it will be obvious that it is of most serious import to the interests of the 
Honourable Company in China, If these orders are carried into effect, and the 
Merchants are declared bankrupts, their debts, to the amount nearly of 4,000,000 of 
dollars, would remain to be levied from the trade in the shape of Consoo charges* A 
circumstance, in my opinion, not more to be dreaded than that the trade should fall 
under the exclusive management of one or even two Merchants, To preserve the trade 
from this most serious injury, it will require every exertion that the Committee have it 
in their power to make, by firmly resisting, or in other words, by suspending the trade, 
should the Merchants be threatened, and at the same time to endeavour to impress on 
the Viceroy the serious consequences that will follow, 

11. The personal attack on Sir George Staunton may almost be considered 
unworthy of notice* It proves that no measures will be left untried to carry their 
point. It was expected (as it was no doubt, when the objections to Mr. Roberts were 
revived), that this personal attack %vould have the effect of intimidating, and operate 
in preventing any resistance on the part of the Committee, from an apprehension 
of personal lojss and inconvenience to themselves. The Committee can only rely on the 
confidence and support to be given them by the Honourable Court of Directors ; for 
unless they shrink from the discharge of their duty, and sun*ender the conduct of their 
affairs to the management of Chunqua, they must be prepared to expect that these 
personal attacks will be repeated. There is in feet no charge, of whatever nature it 
may be, whether of treason against the State, or a violation of the laws and regu- 
lations of the Empire, that Chunqua may not procure to be alleged against any 
Member of the Committee; and with the same facility, by means of the bamboo or 
torture, any number of witnesses may be brought forward to attest the truth of the 
accusation, 

12. It is impossible for me, at present, to say what measures the Government may 
pursue in consequence of this Edict, or whether farther orders may be received from 
Pekin. I am unable, therefore, to state what measures the Committee may be called 
on to adopt to defeat their pmjects. I chiefly rely on the conviction with which I 
trust the Government and the Merchants are impressed, that the Committee will not 
submit to the proposed regulations ; and the attempt to carry them into efiect will be 
the ruin of the trade. 

13. The serious consequences that may be expected to follow the suspension 
of the foreign trade have, I understand, been already brought to the consideration 
of the Viceroy and superior officers of the Provincial Government. I'he number 
of peiiions of various descriptions that would be deprived of employment and 
exposed to want, would soon become discontented, insurrections and disturbances, 
bands of robbers-by landj and pirates by water, would be the consequence, and 
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1^, Prom the comiuumcations; that have been made to the tfohotirable the Grievance *4rc. 
Secret Cominittee, more particularly in the last and present season, the anxious - — 
anil . dijRcult situation in whicti the Select Committee are placed cahnot Ail to Attempt to 
appeipr. it will be seen that this extensive trade carried on, sufficient to excite a Cohong, 

the views and designs of interested persons, is wholly unprotected by any laws or 
regulations. From the systematic corruption and venality of the officers of Govern- 
meni;, those who should be the protectors of the trade are found to be leagued 
against it. It will he seen that little or no assistance is to be derived from the 
other Hong Merchants, who scarcely can be depended on for even communicating 
wliat occurs. The . Committee have therefore only to rely on their judgment to 
decide on, and their firmness to persevere in, the measures they may adopt tO“ pre- 
vent the injury that the trade is threatened with; as their representations and 
remonstrances are either rejected or not attended to, there remains no alternative 
to obtain a hearing or redress, than suspending the trade they arc appointed to 
carry on. 

15. The disadvantages that the Committee labour under in being compelled to resort 
to this extreme measure, are obvious. The injury and the loss that must necessarily 
attend an interruption to tlie trade, cannot but strongly induce a disposition to question 
the expediency or the necessity for the measure. Many points may induce a discussion 
with the Government, that may at first sight appear trivial ; wljile to those more 
experienced, ami more iuiimatcly acquainted with the character and conduct of the 
officers of the Chinese Government, are known to involve most important Consequences, 

It may be further noticed, that the Chinese officers of Government, habituated in deceit 
and mi.srepresentation, assume a plausible and specious mode of reasoning, that it is 
calculated to mislead those v[ho have to judge at a distance. We rely with confidence 
on the discernment and on tlie indulgence of tlie Honourable Court of Directors, at the 
same time, from the considerations here adverted to, however the Committee may feel 
satisfied, and know that they are duly discharging the duties of the important trust , 
reposed iu them, cannot fail to excite a degree of anxiety as to the future decision that 
is to be passed upon their conduct. 

16. In the situation in whicli the trade is placed, it is liable to be interrupted at the 
caprice of an individual ; and should the Viceroy for the time chance to be rather more 
ignorant, and at the same time more violent in dispsition than his predecessors, a com- 
plete interruption to the trade must inevitably ensue. 

17. There appears to be no mode so likely to prevent these injurious consequences 
as that of establishing a direct and frequent communication between the two Govern- 
ments, Missions on a far more moderate scale ^in the former Embassy may prove 
fully AS efficacious. No particular act or appearance of favour, or concession, need be 
expected from the Chinese Government. The beneficial effects will be in placing the 
British nation on a more respedtable footing with respect to China ; and their frequent 
communications, independent of the superior advantage an Embassy will now possess 
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Canton, 28d February 1815. 


EXTRACT LETTER in the Secret Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Court of Directors, dated lUh March 1815. 

Par. 4. We have the hoilour to forward by the Cambridge a copy of our proceedings 
in this Department since the departure of the Earl Spencer, to which we beg to refer 
your Honourable Committee for the detail of the important documents issued by the 
Chinese Government respecting the Foreign Trade, together witli our sentiments 
thereon. 

5. By the Russian ship Henry, our President had the honour to forward, addressed 
to the Hojiourable the Chairman, a copy of the Edict received from Pekin, recorded 
in our diary under date the 1 1th February. 

6. Since that d«ate we have obtained the copy of an Imperial Edict, being in reply to 
the statement made by the Viceroy from Canton on the 30th November, wherein certain 
regulations for the Foreign Trade were proposed, the documents are recorded under 
date the 3d March. 

7. In our consultations of the 1 Ith February and 3d March, we have endeavoured to 
trace and to explain the causes that have excited the Chinese Government to tlie 
measures they have adopted in the last and in this season, it will appear that the 
influence and the intrigues of Chunqua, combined with the want of firmness, and in 
the case of the discussion re.<;pecting His Majesty’s ships, a want of inclination on the 
part of Pinqua, may be considered as the sources from whence our serious differences 
have proceeded 

8. In consequence of the resistance made to the measures of the Canton Government 
in October and November, and the arrangements they were induced to accede to with 
Sir George Staunton, Chunqua may be considered to have failed at that time in 
establishing what he had in view^ namely the removal of some of the Merchants, in 
order that he might have a larger proportion of the trade, and the establishment of 
the Cohong system in order that he might conduct that trade as it best suited to his 
purposes. 

9. Determined, however, on making further attempts, he appears to have obtained 
by his influence a communication tc.Jbe made to his Imperial Majesty, whereby mis- 
representation as to the state and conduct of the Foreigii Stale, certain precautionary 
regulations were expected to be directed, as would be suited to his views; and in order 
to secure compliance on the part of the Committee, the personal attack, and charges 
alleged respecting Sir George Staunton, appear to have been brought forward ; these, 
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ring any servant of the Honourable Company from disputing his wishes. 

10. As &r aa the reguhddntf respecting the Foreign Trade go, it would seem that 
there is a sidgntor coineidenee in the report made by the Viceroy and that made through 
the MlnenCe Of Chunqqa. The report respecting Sir George Staunton is alto- 
gether without the knowledge of the Viceroy, while the recal of Puaiikheqna to officiate 
as head Hong Merchant is known to he wholly independent of Cluinqua, as in fact no 
measure could more completely check bis view and designs than the return of Puank- 
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n. How far the yiceroy and Pooyucn acted under Chunqua^s influence is therefore 
uncertain ; or whether it still continues to operate and direct their decisions, under the 
ciroomstances in which the Foreign Trade is placed, vis. a Meixbant possessing the 
extraordinary talents for intrigue, and the influence that Chunqua appears to possess, 
the extraordinaiy state of alarm and irritation that the distracted state of the empire 
seems to have occasioned to the Imperial Government, while at the same time the 
provincial authorities seem to be particularly ill-disposed, the return of a person of 
Puankhequa’s character and firmness may be expected to be attended with beneficial 
eflects. 


EXTRACT LETTER in the Public Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
of Supracargoes at Canton to the Honourable Court of Directors, dated 26th March 
1817. 

Par. 13. The judicious measures adopted by our predecessors to check tbo Senior 
Merchants in their endeavours to establish the Cohong system, we hope have had their 
due effect, at least there does not appear any outward or public wish to continue tlic 
attempt The formal observances are still continued, and the three Merchants are 
only admitted to the Viceroy’s presence ; but we are inclined to believe our firm 
resistance to this measure is so well understood that no serious attempt will be made. 


EXTRACT LETTER in the Secret Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Court of Directors, dated 19th March 1825. 

Par. 40. In discussions with the provincial officers we have always evinced to the 
Hong Merchants our sense of the impropriety of conducting any public business to 
which every Hong Merchant is not a parly ; the only way we possessed of demonstrating 
our opposition to, the formation of a Cohong wa^by always insisting on the attendance 
of all the Merchants when the two Senior Merchants presented themselves with letters 
or communications with the Government. 

41. It is long since the establishment of a Cohong for commercial purposes was 
directed by the Provincial Government; nor are we aware of any attempt on the part 
of the Senior Merchants to control the proceedings of their junior colleagues, or the 
existence of other influence than that which Pinqua naturally derives from the obJiga- 
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42. From the division of interests whibh now es;dsta iihob^ the Senior J^Ierchants, 
there is Jidfe dread of any injury being derived to the eoonhMal interest of the 
Company by their coalition* Chunqua and Pinqua may riither be iobjked npon as 
contending rivals than be dreaded for die establishment of a cothmnhiity pf pi^ 


EXTRACT LETTER in the Separate Department, from the SELECT COM^ 
MITTEE at Canton to the Court of Directors, dated 28th January 1880. 

Part of Par, T Trb forfeiture of the pltidge given to forrigneri^ by tjhe Viceroy, that 
the cider Chunqua should be caused to return to Canton, is greatly destructive of confi- 
dence in the promises of the Government. Without entering into discussion upon the 
probable causes of such inconsistent acts, we could only come to debision that the 
Cohong system would be thereby established, which, by placing the trade under the 
immediate control of the local government, facilitates their views of private emolum^l, 
imposes fixed prices upon import and export commodities, and, by destroying importation, 
throws the whole weight of government extortions ujx)!! the Tea Trade of the Honourable 
Company. 

Par. 8. The present state of the Hong appears to aflbrd a tempting oppwtunity fpr 
the introduction of the system to which we allude. At the head is Howqua, a Merchant 
of great mercantile talent and property, estimated to be of large value, but which,, united 
with the natural timidity of his disposition, renders him an easy prey to the avarice of tire 
local officers. Puankhequa, though supposed to possess a considerable properly, cannot 
compete in trade with Howqua, and has always confined his dealings within fixed limits, 
conducting them in confonnlty with the views of the Senior Merchants. Mowqua, long 
a debtor of Ifowqua’s, has lately increased his obligations to maintain tlie very existence 
of his Hong. At the time that this subject w^as under our consideration the Hong of 
Chunqua was necessarily deemed to be extinct. The respectability of the Hong 
Goqua depends Ujmn the life of a relation of the Merchant, now rendered exceedingly 
precarious by age and sickness. It owed its restoration from banl^uptcy in 1814 to a 
loan from Howqua, and since that time has paid submissive deference to the will pf that 
Merchant. The Hongs of Kinqua and Fatqua cannot be viewed, con^pjeroially spealdng, 
as of independent character. 

9. From the foregoing conriderations, it results tliat Howqua exercises unlimi^d 
povrer over the interests of the whole foreign trade, while lie is himself as 

subject to the control of the Gthremm^nt, The establishment (if the Oohopg 
virtually effected, and it has been latelywemplified in the case of the American tea trade, 
the circumstances of which are as follows ; 

10. Upon the suspension of our trade this season, the American Merchants, encouraged 
by the prospect of being the sole purchasers of tea in the market, combined to reduce the 
price oi* that commodity below the standard of last year. This comhinatiem was for some 
time steadily adhered to, but was finally overruled by the influence of Howqua, ami 

prices 
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Merchants have been compelled to submit to this increased appreciation, which in some 
kinds of tea has amounted to eight tales per cent. 

11. A desire to destroy competition in trade has long characterized the policy of the 
Chinese Government. It was counteracted by tlie firm resistance of Mr. Elphinstone, 
Preddeftt, with his colleagues the members of the Select Committee, in the year 1814; 
and the good eifects of that decisive stand have extended up to the present time. The 
Hongs of Chunqua and Manhop have of late years been principally instrumental in main- 
taining competition of prices, and we viewed with sincere regret a door opened for the 
introduction of the restrictive system, by the insolvency of the two Hongs above- 
mentioned* 

12. It is unnecessary to point out to your Honourable Court the ruinous prospect 
threaten^ to commerce by the exchange of commodities at fixed prices dictated by one 
party. Competition must ever be deemed the source of spirit and energy in trade; when 
withdrawn, a gradual decline will ensue in all countries, but especially when, as in this, 
it is accelerated by the rapacity of a local government indiffbreitt to every thing but tem- 
porary advantage to themselves. 

We have dreaded the approach of this alarming condition of affairs through the 
whole progi*ess of our proceedings, and we view the prevention of it as of greater impor- 
tance than all the other subjects which we have brought to the notice of the Government 
unitedly. Our suggestions of improvement of system, and our claims for the redress of 
grievances, have indeed all been founded upon the principle of averting this great and 
impending evil, the precursor of the total annihilation of the trade. But if the Chinese 
Government would have replaced affairs in such a state as to remove these apprehensions, 
by the restoration of the Hong of Chunqua, and the establishment of new Hongs of 
respectability and property, even lo a limited number, we should have been induced to 
wave other conriderations* We beg to explain distinctly to your Honourable Court, that 
our proposals of reformation were founded upon the fact, which was acknowledged by the 
Government itself, that natives of substance would not engage in the foreign trade under 
the old system. We have never wished to force a commercial code upon the Chinese 
authorities, at variance witli the regulations of the Empire, but considered it incumbent 
to point out impediments, when the plea of impracticability was urged in defence of our 
non-compliance with the positive commands of the Court of Pekin. 

14. S^ing that the evil which we htA dreaded at the commencement and through the 
progress of this discussion, the introduction of the Cohong system, could no longer be 
viewed as a matter of doubt and speculation, but had actually been put in force, we turned 
our attention to the circumstances under which we could renew commercial transactions, 
subject to the baneful influence of its action, and endeavoured to form an estimate of the 
probable succesi^ of our endeavours to resist it 
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Embuv. EXTBACT LETTER m thfl Secret Depwtmentvfrom tkSEEEqtf iCOMMlTTEE 
at Macao to the Secret Coounittee of the Court of IKrectore, dated 6m June ISlB 

Par, 4. His MajMy’s ship Orlando having put us in jwssession of yotir Honourable 
Court’s Instructions of the 15th and 25th September and 4th October 1815, and the 
intelligence of the intended Mission having almost immediately after begun to circulate 
among the Portuguese at this Settlement, upon the receipt of their newspapers by their 
ships from Bengal, we were sensible that not a moment was to be lost in anticipating the 
eflFects of false and unauthcnticated reports, by a full and official communication on the 
subject to the local government. 

6. On the 28th ultimo, we accordingly addressed his Excellency the Fooyuen (who is 
the acting Viceroy) on this important subject, and transmitted our despatch exprks to 
Canton under cover to the Hong Merchants. We have since had the satisfaction to learn 
from two Hong Merchants, who were ordered to proceed to Macao by the Pooyuen, 
that his Excellency has opened and read our address, and has engaged to forward a 
despatch on the subject express to Pekin, the moment he has received our replies to cer- 
tain queries of no material iinp)rtance, which were received on the 3d instant, and the 
answers transmitted by us to Canton to Sir Theophilus Metcalfe the same evening. 

6. Sir TlioophiUis Metcalfe returned to his station from Bengal, and took his seat as 
second member of this Committee, on the 30th ultimo/ On the same day, the arrival of 
the Honourable Company’s ship Thomas Grenville ]mt us in possession of the letter from 
the Earl of Buckinghamshire to the Viceroy ; and Sir George Staunton feeling it his duty 
to await at Macao the arrival of his Excellency the Ambassador, Sir Theophilus Metcalfe 
readily offered his services to proceed to Canton in execution of tlie instructions received 
pn this subject from your Honourable Committee. lie left Macao in a chop boat on the 
1st, accompanied by Mr. Morrison, Mr. Danicll, and Captain Clavell, of his Majesty's 
ship Orlando, and w'e are in hourly expectation of some account of the opening of the 
business of his mission. 


EXTRACT LETTER in the Secret Dej^artinent, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Macao to the Secret Committee of the Court of Directors, dated 7th July 1816. 

Par. 1. We had last the honourTS^ddress your Honourable Committee in this depart, 
ment on the 1st of June, by the American ship Beverley, and have now the honour to 
forward a duplicate of the same. 

2. In our postscript to that letter we informed your Honourable Committee that neces- 
taty arrangements had l)eeii made at Canton for presenting the letter from the Right 
Honourable the Earl of Buckinghamshire ; we have now to congratulate your Honourable 
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Committee on the readinew ehown by the Fooyuen (acting as Vic^y) to receive this 
oommunicatioD, and the letter wsis placed in his hands by Bir Theophilus Metcalfei within 
faur-and4wenty hours after his arrival at Canton. A requisition was made fay Sir Thetv 
phUus Metcalfe to be allowed the privilege "of a seat during the audience; but this was 
refused) on the grmind of the necessity on this important occasion of receiving this letter 
in the public hall of the {ialaiW, called the Emperor’^s Hall, in which Mandarins of high 
rank, who must be present, wbtild be standing ; it was added, that should the Fooyuen 
require further information, he would receive Sir T. Metcalfe in a private room, and a 
seat would be granted. As at that time we were in doily expectation of the arrival of 
Lord Amherst, it was highly desirable to meet the readiness shown upon this occasion, 
and of the utmost importance to ensure a speedy notification of the approach of the 
Embassy at Pekin. Sir T. Metcalfe therefore judged it proper to wave this privilege on 
the present occasion, and would not delay the communication by entering into a nego- 
tiation of which there appeared little prospect of success. On the 4th of June, Sir T. 
Metcdfe proceeded to the city, accompanied by Captain Clavell and such gentlemen of 
the Factory as were in Canton. Ho expresses himself much pleased with the reception 
he met. 

3. On the 5th, a set of interrogatories were brought to the Factory by the Merchants, 
whicjf they asserted they were directed by the Fooyuen to put to Sir T. Metcalfe. To 
these appropriate replies were given. The Merchants declared that the report would be 
sent to Pekin on the following day, and every thing appeared most satisfactory. 

4. In a few days after it appared that Captain Claveirs name luul been put first in the 
paper delivered by them to tlie Fooyuen, and that he was considered as the person who 
had presented the letter. The Merchants called at the Factory to state tliat they had 
received an order directing them to give a bond, securing that the four gentlemen who 
presented the letter should remain for the answer from Pekin ; Sir T. Metcalfe couUl not 
but express his displeasure at this act of the Merchants, as they had been fully apprised 
of the object of Captain Clavell in accompanying him, arising from a wish to pay his 
personal respects to tlie Fooyuen. With respect to any bond of security, they were at 
liberty to act as they pleased with respect to Sir T. Metcalfe, who would undoubtedly 
remaiti for the answer ; but they were wanted of evil consequences to themselves should 
they bind themselves for any other person, more particularly a Captain in Ills Majesty’s 
Navy, who they well knew was iiulej^endent of the Select Committee. The measures 
adopted by Sir T, Metcalfe to assist the Merchants in this dilemma are recorded in this 
department, and we trust will meet the apj)Tobation of your Honourable ("ommittec. 
This affair occasioned the Merchants much trouble and long attendance at the palace for 
some days, and w^ as usual got rid of by an expedient. 

5. Every thing ap}x»ared to go on satisfactorily when Sir Theophilus Metcalfe left 
Canton, excepting some private communications-##!! Upwqua and Puankhequa, with a 
view of dissuading Sir George Staunton from accompanying the Embassy, These are 
recorded on tlie 20th ultimo, in a report from Sir T. Metcalfe ; and we beg to draw the 
attention of your Honourable Committee to the minutes entered on this subject by that 
gentleman and the President on the 28th of June. Similar communications have since 
been made to Mr. lloberts, and it is not impossible that some intrigues or secret influence 
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that whatever they were, they certainly wotild and mart 

7. These 'communiiwtitms'liave apf^ared td til' nMy 

we considered the ohjeotioRB of the Hcwg Id^chinter' exprisad 
gation of the locar government, to arise entirely from those veiy drcumstances which led 
to the determination of the authorities in England to connder Sir George Staunton as a 
proper person to lie nominated a member of the Mission, m>d tl»t they are in fact not w 
much personal objections to hipi as objecUims to tl^ olyeots which |h<t 

presence and co-operation of a person acquainted with the language of the counti^, and 
the late proceedings of the local government, may be supposed calculated' to promote. 

8. We have however laid these, and all other facts connected with the Embassy, 
unreservedly before Lord Amherst, in our eevecal letters (as recoiled) to Jhia EjcceflencyV 
address, and these ciroumstances will be farther detailed by Sir Gooige Staunttm in 


person. 

g. Sir George Stanntoo requests us also to assure your Honourable Cominittee, that 
should Ills Majesty'# Commissioners take a different view of the subject from otirailves, 
no personal consideration of his own shall in the smallest degree interfere with the com{dete 
currying into effect, j of what they sliall deem upon cemsideration best Ibr the public 
service. 

10. The delay which has taken place in the arrival of hk Exeelkncy the Embassador, 

has exceeded all reasonable calculation that could Iwvc been fonned, and placed us in a 
very painful state of siauqwnse and perplexity. , 

11. The season is now so far advanced, and the answer from Fdtin in all probability 
so very near at hand; that we have at present no other alternative 1^ that of either 
waiting the arrival of the Imperial Edict, and thereby exposing His Misty's Mission to 
all the hazards so much deprecated in your Hoimurable Cmnmittee’s ktter of the S7th 
September, or to resolve on Sir George Staunton's proceeding at once to sea, with the 
other gentlemen attached to the Mission, and meeting the Ambassa^r at some place of 
rendezvous, where some further measures might be concerted without intwruption, and 
whence the Em1)assy might ultimately proceed, if deemed advisable, without being 
exposed to interference or detentkm on toe part of the Canton Govemiment. 

IS. It would have been more pleasant and satisfactory to ourselveg to have awaited the 
receipt of a more detailed communicarion of his ExceUeucy'f vitoes, as well as more 
recent instructions ftom your Honouislde Cdmmittee, but. the instructions and i^vioes 
already received fully oatoorize, in our ojunibn, toe proposed step, and its expediency 
under present circumstances apfoaringwtb us to admit of no doubt, it has only remained 
for us to adopt such a style of communication on the subject to the local government, as 
might not in any event cotiimit Ms Excellency or our honourable employers, and yet 
preriude all imputation of it mysterious dt clandestine {woceeding. >> ^ 

18. We trust it will satisfactorily appear by the letters recorded 'on cur Secret Pro* 
cecdihgs, that we have done our utmost to reconcile these objects, and we feel assurod that 

your 
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your Honourable Committee will readily perceive, that the difficujties which we now 
lament were such as no foresight or precaution could have prevented; for although at tlie 
time the anbossy was announced, its approach was daily exj>ected and calculated on w illi 
a well-grounded confidence long before tlie present moment, the st^cret was iU)t in our 
}X)wer to withhold (being universally circulated by letters and newspapei s), and there- 
fore an authentic and official report was the only resource left against tlie most fatal and 
injurious misrepresentations from private sources. 


(lO.)-COMBINATION OF TUE TEA MERCHANTS IN CTITN.A. 


EXTRACT LETTER in the Public Department, from the SELEC"! COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Court of Directors, dated lOth December 1819. 

Par. 10. Finuino at the present advanced period that the dispute was not in a ehannel 
of adjustment, and the teas immediately required being c(»nsi‘(jueutly iinaviiilabJe, >ve ha\t 
decmcHl it incumbent upon us to take more active measures for tlie assi.'stanet of i\\v Hong 
Mercliants, and the most ready means that presented thein.sclves are the holding out such 
a tlii’eat of the non-acceptance of any leas temdered or mamifactiired by them, as miiy 
induce the jjrincipals, who are represented as exercising overbearing influence ))y tlieir 
secossi(m, to weaken and perhaps abolish tlie existing combination. 

11. The principal feature in the terms required by the Tea Manufacturers is the reten- 
tion of the whole diop in their warehouses, until a sufficient number of chests being 
inspected and approved by the Hong Merchant, the sale is to be fiiijJIy concluded, and no 
longer subjected |tp the influence of any reduction, which, from inferiority to muster, or 
other causes, we may deem it iiea?ssary to imjiose. 

12. Our conviction of the necessity of resisting an innovation fraught with such danger 
to the future quality of the teas, to the interests of the Junior Mercliants, llic re-esfablish- 
meut of whose circumstances we are so desirous of eflccting, and opening the tioor to 
future deinaiuls, which the successful rt‘sult of the prc.sent might encourage the mamifac- 
turers annually to prefer, lias induced us to view the possible detention of the fleet, and 
even a sacrifice of some of the superior teas, as the preferable alternative to tlie introduc- 
tion of a measure, which once established, vre might in vain endeavour to remove. 

13. The Merchants were nccordiiigly summoned, and informed that a manufacturer 
named Pun-luy-lau, supported by Tsuyu-Mow and Tsong Fong, having been represcMited 
to us as the principal leaders of this obnoxious cojylination, it was our intention, ii' this 
affair was not immediately arranged, to form the unalterable resolution of not n?ceiving 
any teas purchased from them, except on the terms and cwnditions of winter purchases. 
After some observations from tlie Merchants, who attrilmt(’d tlie present coalition to the 
rigour with which these teas are now appreciated and reduced, they promised to com- 
municate our resolutions to the manufacturers, which they conceived might be attended 
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with good effect, and. were rather ^guine in their expectations of the speedy restoration 
f «€ IW commerce to its former footing. 

(inevancp^^&c impossible for us to anticipate with any {^gree oi cerUanVy sxsmjs&of this 

' * measure, or the result which may attend the exertions of the Hong Merchants in quashing 

Combinatioti this combination, but your Honourable Court may rely, that the detention of the ships, or 
ot I ea Merchants, compromise of the immediate interests of the Company, however temporary, will not 

be resorted to by ua, unless imperiously called for in prevention of prospective evils of far 
more serious character. 


EXTRACT LETTER in the Secret Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Secret Committee of the Court of Directors, dated 10th January 
1820. 

Par. 28. We now proceed to lay before your Honourable Committee an abstract of 
such part of our consultations as relates to the difficulties we have experienced from the 
combination of the Black Tea Merchants. 

29. After the late despatch, finding that the teas immediately required by us were 
unavailable, and that the dispute still remained without any prospect of an adjustment, 
we deemed it necessary to call upon the Tea Merchants themselves for a statement of their 
real requisitions; and, ocairdingly, received from them a letter, in which they made no 
abatement whatever in the most obnoxious part of their former demands, as they still 
insisted that the teas upon delivery should not be subject to a reduction in price, on being 
found inferior to the muster. 

80. We then considered it our duty to adopt some decisive line of conduct, and having 
no doubt of the combination being alone upheld by PuanJuy-lau, and two or three others 
of the more opulent Teamen, while those who were less able to support it would willingly 
give in to our terms, we framed a proposal which could afford no reasonable ground of 
complaint to the former ; but which being rejected would ensure their punishment ; and 
by its advantages tempt the latter class to recede from the combination. 

SI. Having, in the first instance, summoned the Merchants, and required from them (he 
names of the manufacturers of the several chops of tea tendered to us of contract quality, 
they were next desired to demand specifically of Puan-luy-lau, if lie was willing to furnish 
his teas under the following stipulations : ‘‘ That in order to obviate the objections of the 
whole chop being marked previous to its final acceptance (an objection of which we could 
not deny the validity, since, in the event of a chop being rejected, its value was thereby 
deteriorated), thirty chests only should be taken out of their mat casings for examination 
and taring, and on their agreement with the muster chest should depend the acceptance 
or rejection of the whole chop.^ 

32. The price we oft*ered for the 

L m. 

1st class of teas was - - • 19 S 

2d 18 5 . 

.3d 18 0 


33. 'I'wo 
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33. Two days allow^ for the ccmsideratioit of the above pioposal, and at the 
expiration of that period the refusal of Puan-luy-lau being implied by his silence, we sent 
back the musters of those chqps belonging to him which had been tendered to us. 

34. We determined then to make the same proposal to Heng Chun, another of the 
leaders of the cabal, aiid, in the event of his refusal, to offer generally to receive teas of 
any Merchant who would furnish them in the manner we wished. Should they all persist 
in non-acquiescence, we resolved to offer such a price to the dealers, whose chops had been 
thrown out of our investment as below contract quality, as wc had every reason to think 
they would accept, in spite of any threats that might be held out by the others. 

SB. We were not unaware of the risk which we hereby incurred of some of the superior 
chops being wididrawn from our investment, and that we might he compelled to purchase 
indifferent teas at high prices ; but we considered such an alternative as preferable to sub- 
mission to the terms of the Tea Merchants. We were sensible too of its being contrary 
to all probability, that a numerous body of men, whose decided interest it was to accept of 
the terms offered to them, would continue to be held in thraldom by a few individuals 
whose large captals enabled them to bear the heavy loss arising from the present delay. 

36. On the 29th ultimo we learat, that Heng Chun had not only refused to deliver his 
teas OH' the terms proposed to him^ but that the Tea Dealers had assembled and signed a 
declaration not to deliver a chest until we had first received the chops belonging to Puan- 
luy-lau and Heng Chun. It then became necessary for us to consider what tcnij)tation 
irt price we should offer to the owners of the teas which had proved below contract 
quality, 

37. On forming our determination on this point, we conceived that when the importance 
of the object to be gained was taken into consideration, such decidedly advantageous 
terms should be held out as could not be rejected by the poorer Tea Merchants. It was 
resolved, therefore, that the price offered to them should be 18 Ts. In the event of the 
success of the proposed measure, it was at the same time necessary to guard against the 
obligation of receiving teas of very inferior quality, and‘to a great extent, at the enhanced 
pria\ We determined, therefore, to limit the teas to be received to the character of 
ordinary and good ordinary, and to the extent of 10,000 chests. This limitation wc con- 
ceived might besides be attended with the good effect of creating a competition to 
participate in the advantages held out, 

88. From the great extent of the tonnage of this season, we cannot have at our disposal 

above 30,000 chests of Congo at winter prices, even after receiving green teas of a lower 
order than is customary. This is very short of the quantity we could wish to obtain, when 
we consider that the investment of 1819-20 is estimated, in the Honourable Company's 
letter of the 18th May, at twenty-seven millions of pounds. To complete this will requin^ 
S30,000 chests of Congo; and as wc do not deem it advisable that our contracts should 
exceed 160,000 chests, it was our endeavour to large a portion as fwssible of the 

teas of the present season into our winter assortment. 

89. We therefore agreed to receive at winter prices a few chops of the last season still 
remaining in the market, and, with the same view, have at Manhop's earnest solicitation, 
and on his satisfying us of bis ability to complete his contract of Bohea, of undeniable 

3 U 2 quality. 
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quality, ten indiKilitl to iteiVe at thfe pte' of 12#' 6rk, that pdrtion of Bofaea furnished 
Rei-ess of hy hi*M> rejected at the*pa^kin|,mditotfc^ to 270 pcculs. 

(Trievanccs, &c* 40. Anxious to counteract much as ^wble the delay arising from the combination 

of the Tea Merchants, we have, by tteMrtg four chops of Congo of Conseequa, and two 
»r JVa'^Mcpcte Kinqua, their owh property, and by sending on board a larger proportion of green teas, 
been able to complete the lading of the Essex, Vansittart and Waterloo* much earlier than 
u'oiild otherwise have been in our power ; and we trust that our conduct in this respect 
will meet your Honourable Committee’s approval. 

41. By the adoption of the same plan with the Marquis Camden and Inglis, we hope 
also to effect an early despatch of those two ships. We arc, at the same time, extremely 
cautious as to receiving any chops of tea which are not the Hong Merchants' own 
projierty. 

4(1 Since writing the above, we beg to inforrn your Honourable Court, in continuation 
of the discussions pending with the Tea Merchants, that the advantages we hopetl to 
derive from the last measure resorted to {that of giving an advanced price for some of the 
teas inferior to contract quality), are beginning to appear; several Tea Merchants having 
come forward and offered to deliver their teas on the terms at which we originally pro- 
posed to receive tliern. 

47. Although these persons wife known to have been averse to the measures pursut'd, 
and their being enabled to disjiose of their teas to us does not inqdy that the terms 
demanded by the body have been relinquished, yet we consider the secession of thest 
individuals as a point of great importance, and should their example bc‘ tacitly followed, 
tlie confederacy may be considered as dissolved. 

48. In agreeing to the novel mode of weighing teas, we had in view the early termina- 
tion of the dispute, by depriving the Tea Merchants of their only apparently just ground 
of complaint ; our offers having been distinctly refused, it is in our power to insist on the 
teas being delivered in the established manner. Of the expediency of immediately in- 
sisting on this measure, at the present moment of irritation, we arc not yet satisfied ; but 
the teas which we have offered to receive, of the character ordinary and good ordinary, it is 
distinctly understood are to lie laid out as customary. 

49. One Tea Merchant, who had accepted these terrris, has been deterred by threat^ 
from fulfilling bis agreement, but at the same time another has stepped forward ; a day or 

• two will determine his successor failure, and on the result will depend in a great measure 
our resolution on this subject. 


EXTKACT LETTER in the Public Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the CourLo^irectors, dated lltfi January 1820. 

Par. 8. We arc most happy to be enabled, by this opportunity, to inform your Honour- 
able Court, that the sanguine expwtatidris conveyed in the last “paragraph of our Secret 
Commercial Despatch, have been fully realised ; and that the Tea Merchants, convinced 
by the. unvarying resistance that we have opposed to their innovations, straitened by the 

distress 
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distress occasioned to thetn by so ioog a delay, and their individual ftars being avrakcncd 
by our threats to receive inferior teas, to the exclusion of thdw of Superidif quality thus 
withheld from our purchases, have dissolved the combination so vainly and unjustly esta- 
blished, the trade has again resumed its forniet tone and character. We trust that a con- 
viction of the futility of such attempts will secure our commerce in this quarter from any 
future delays and embarr^««ments of a similar character. 


(E.) 

Redress of 
Grievances, . 


Combination 
of Tea Merchants, 


EXTRACT LETTER in the Public Dcpaitment, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Court of Oirectgrs, dated S9th January 1820. 

Par. 6. On the 24th instants we were furnished with a copy of a proclamation, issued 
by the chief magistrate of the district lo the Tea Manufacturers, in which the lieaviest 
punishments are detiounccd against all combinations to. keep back leas from the market ; 
and every dealer is encouraged to bring to the notice of the olficers of Goveniment any 
future attempt . to force him, by threats and intimidation, into a participation in such 
illegal acts. 

7. Wo cannot but consider the document above alluded to as highly satisfiiclory, 
since we shall now be secured from all future combinations on the part of the Tea Manu- 
facturers, not only from a consideration of their ixjcuriiary interests, but also by the fear of 
punishment. 


(ll.>-FilAUDS, &c. RESPECTING CONTRAGl’ TEAS. 


EXTRACT LETTER in the Se3ls4)epartment, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Secret Committee of the Court of Directors, dated 9th February 
1828. 


Var. 9* Frauds in the delivery of teas inferior to the ([uality attracted for, and 
the misappropriations of funds advanced for the purchase of teas, have been perpetrated 
to such an extent upon the Hong Merchants by the dealers principally in green tea in 
the present season, that tlie former have at last been convinced of the necessity of stop- 
ping, by strong representations to Government, the progress of a system which, if not 
checked, is calculated to embarrass, in a great degree, the provision of a supply of green 
teas for the Canton mai’ket, and will extend eventually to the provision of the staple clat-s 
of our investment, Congos and other black teas. 

10. The Merchants propose, upon the ro-openiigHftf the Government offices, after the 
new year, to bring this subject seriously to the attention of the Viceroy, and have re- 
quested in this representation our advice and co-operation. We are fully prepared, by a 
conviction of the urgent necessity of a change in the present system, to give our support 
to this measure in a manner most calculated to promote success ; but a previous know- 
ledge of the intractability and proverbial dishonesty of the class of men of whom the 
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tea trade is composed, convinces us that nothing/ l)ut severe examples of individuals can 

Redrew of prcimiMany i»rm)in£Otft?iel^rftti(Min.ttord(j^ 

C>rievances» &c. 

Frauds respecting 
Contract Teas. 

EXTRACT LETTER in the Public Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Court of Directors, dated 15th March 18S8. 

Par. 11. We have had under our consideration the adoption of some measures by which 
the fulfilment of the Merchants* contracts (a subject which we had the honour to bring to 
the notice of the Honourable the Secret Commercial Committee in our address dated the 
IHh ultimo) might te so ensured, as to enable us to look with certainty to a supply of 
teas for the consumption of the home market, of such quality as is desirable to form our 
investment. 

12. The numerous frauds committed by the Tea-men in their transactions with the 
Hong Merchants, such as the embezzlement of funds advanced them for the purchase 
of teas, and failing in their engagements to provide teas of a quality suited to the 
market, have rendered it necessary for the preservation of the interests of the trade 
to request the interference of the officers of Government. The merchants having 
agreed to frame petition.s, both from their individual Hongs, and as an united body 
of merchants, reijuested our assistance in representing this matter to the Viceroy, and 
requesting that his Excellency would cause such exemplary punishment to be inflicted 
upon the defaulters in the present instance, as would prevent a repetition of such frauds 
in future. 

13. Feeling that the interests of our honourable employers were involved in the sub- 
ject under consideration, both as regarded a certain and suitable supply of tea for the 
London market, and the protection of the property of the Hong Merchants, to whom 
we look for this supply, we promised our willing support to this measure. An address 
was framed to the Viceroy, stating the disappointment to which we were exposed in our 
commercial transactions by the non-fulfilment of the Merchants* contracts to supply teas, 
for which funds and tonnage are annually provided, both in Europe and India, and Ve 
requested his Excellency’s strenuous interference to prevent the further derangement 
of the commerce, which must ensue if the system practised by the Tea-men were not 
suppressed. 

14f. The Merchants having for some days postponed the presentation of their own 
address to the Government upon this subject, for which no satisfactory reason has been 
ascribed by them, we determined, upon the 13th instant, to lay our own representation 
of the case before his Excellency. The favourable reception of this address which we 
anticipate from the statements of the Merchants, will probably give them confidence in 
bringing their individual losses to the notice of the Viceroy; and we hope that the 
united application of the Committee and Hong Merchants will induce his Excellency to 
adopt some active measures for checking a system so injurious to the general interests of 
the trade, 

15. When we receive the Viceroy’s reply to our address, which we shall have the 

honour 
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honour to communicate td your Honourable Court by the next opportunity which offers, 
we shall proceed to the conclusion of the contracts for the ensuing season. 


EXTRACT LETTER in the Public Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Court of Directors, dated 18th November 18S8. 

Par. 56. Im our despatch dated 15ch March of this year, we had the honour to com- 
municate to your Honourable Court the proceedings which we had considered it necessary 
to adopt, in co-operation with the Hong Merchants, to procure the punishment of those 
Green Tea Merchants who had proved defaulters in their agreement to supply teas in the 
preceding season, and had misappropriated the sums of money which had in some instances 
been advanced to them for that purpose by the Hong Merchants, 

57. The Viceroy, in reply to the address alluded to in the 14th paragraph of the de- 
spatch quoted al)Ove, directed the Merchants to make a report to him of the facts, which 
having accordingly been laid before him, and our representations being thereby coufinned, 
an edict was promulgated by the Viceroy, directing the apprehension and punishment of 
the delinquents, which we coniddercd a satisfactory decree in support of the Hong Mer- 
chants. 

58. A representation has lately been made by the Tea Merchants to the Government, 
<;omplaining that their teas are unjustly reduced in price by the Hong Merchants, and 
requesting that the Viceroy would interfere in their behalf. We are happy to say, that 
this allegation was met by a very proper exposition on the part of the Hong Merchants of 
the manner in .which the appreciation and purchase of the Company'^s teas are conducted. 
The Viceroy in consequence ngectul the Tea Merchants'^ petition as unworthy of his con- 
sideration, and directed that, their dealings should be conducted according to the old 
established custom. 


(12.)-CHARGES ON THE FOREIGN TRADE. 

i:XTRACT LETTER in the Public Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Court of Directors, dated 3pth November 1818. 

Par. 16, Youa Honourable Court will find in our records a discussion with the Hong 
Merchants, on the mode of payment which should be adopted in settling the voluntary 
gift from that body to tbeir Emj)eror, on his attaiwngliis ^th year, 

17. In tlie commencement the Hoppo is said to have apprised the Junior Merchants of 
the intention of the Salt Merchants and other public bodies to tender considerably larger 
sums on this occasion than were offered in the 50th year, and hinted his expectation of 
their body proving equally liberal, It was asserted by many that Pinqua endeavoured to 
persuade the Hoppo against urging such a request, and that his Excellency, irritated by 

his 
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hU haitation, mnkided him of his ready <^|pl4»ce lyith a p^cuniwy in the 

Redress of p**®ceding season, when his fears were excited, and hinted that measures of intimidation 

(irievances, ^c. ^^nst again be resorted ta This threat had its due effect, and the sum of 300,000 instead 

— of ^),000 tales was ultimatelyi^fiered, though not without some opposition from one of 
Charges m, the Merchants, who was, however, brought into the measure by the argument of his per- 
t w orejgn Trade* interest not being affected, as, in fact, the contribution would be paid by the foreign 
trade. 

18. We considered it our duty to endeavour to relieve the foreign trade from this 
burden, and j)ointed out tlie injustice of charging it with an avowed voluntary gift to the 
Emperor. The Senior Merchants pleaded established custom in support of this mode of 
levying the contribution, as well as the danger that a division of this sum among the 
Merchants might hereafter Ije made a precedent by which individual property might be 
rendered responsible for the debts of future bankrupts, and be taxed to realize the heavy 
impositions of Goveruniont. To this it wjis observed, that the case of l>ankruptcy was too 
visionary to require a re[>ly ; that the principle of taxing coranurree, to meet the exigen- 
cies of the case, was achnittod in all nations, though in China Europeans had to complain 
of the little notice given of additional charges on their trade. But on the occasion of a 
voluntary gift from the subjects of a nation as a con\plirnent to their Emperor, it was 
unjust in the extreme to tax the foreign trade. 

19. Several letters passed between the Hong Merchants and the Committee on this 
subject, in which w^e pointed out an equitable division of this sum, founded on our ideas 
of the ability of each Hoiig, but we regret to add, without producing the desired effect. 
We felt it our duty to address the Hoppo on the subject, and from his Excellency’s reply 
your Honourable Court will observe, that any new impost on the trade is positively 
prohibited. 

20. Notwithstanding this Edict, we have every reason to believe that the Merchants 

will raise the amount from the Consoo Funds. Whether tJiat fund is able to bear this 
new charge, it is entirely out of our j)ower to ascertain ; but as the Junior Merchants will 
undoubtedly call for our assistance, it will remain to determine at a future period the 
measures to be adopted by the Committee. The sum accepted by his Imperial Majesty 
is 200,000 talcs. . * 


{13.)-.DISCUSSI()NS WITH THE GOVERNMENT OF CANTON.«-SEASON 1814.15. 


Secret Department. 


LETTER from the SELECT COMMITTEE of Supracai’goes at Canton to the 
Honourable tlie Secret Commitjpe of the Honourable the Court of Directors, dated 
1st October 1814. ^ 


Hqnourable Sirs : 


Discussions wilh 
the Government of 
I'anton, 1814-1. (i. 


Par. 1. We have to inform yopr Honourable Committee that the conduct of tlie 
Chinese Government has been such as to induce us to direct the commanders of the five 
Bombay and China ships lately arrived, to proceed no further up the river than Chuenpee. 

2. The 
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remai^iDg on this rtattoa, and the^ delay and detention their presenee haeocdaribn^ to the 
American vessels* tihat have been for some time loaded and ready for sea. 

9. It was to be exacted that the Americans would make evenry representation in their 
power^ in the hope of effecting the removal of His Majesty's ship, or of embroiling us 
with the Chinese Government; and your Honourable Committee must be fully aware^ 
from the cargoes of the American prize ship, how deeply interested and concerned the 
bead Hong Merchant, Pinqua, is in the safety of, and in the sailing of American vessels. 

4. The representations hostile to His Majesty’s ships have been received with an atten- 
tion, and excited an interest generally among the officers of Government, such as we 
should not have expected to have seen had a mere sense of duty only operated. We arc 
dispsed to attribute much of the activity displayed by officers of the Government against 
His Majesty’s ships to an influence very generally practised, and with never failing efficacy 
in every department of the Government of this I^mpire ; at the same time we are not 
prepared to say to what extent the services of the officers of Government have been paid 
for, or whc‘ther the principal or the agent employed to secure their fservices was Pinqua. 

5. On the l^h instant the armed American brig Rambler arrived, and proceeded to 
Whampa, the following day her prize the Arabella, country ship belonging to Hengal, 
anchored in the roads under English colours ; on ascertaining that His Majesty’s ships 
were at Chunpoe, the officer in charge of the Arabella determined on carrying the ship 
into Macao harbour. 

6. Agreeably witli existing treaty, the Portuguese Government refused to protect the 
Arabella, and ordered a guard on board with instructions to carry the ship beyond the 
limits of Portuguese neutrality, where the ship was found abandoned by the boats of His 
Majesty’s ship Doris, and was taken possession of for the benefit of the owners. 

7. Notwithstanding very clear evidence and corroborating circumstances brouglit for- 
ward as well by the Portuguese as ourselves, that the veasel was not an American but an 
English captured ship, the Canton Government appeared very unwilling to admit that 
the vessel was not an American, as she had at first been represented by the Americans to 
be ; and in retaliation for tlie suppsed breach of neutrality, supplies were at first refused 
to "His Majesty’s ships; the English and American trade was suspended, and the prt 
clearances were refusecl to some of the country ships on the eve of deprture for India. 

8. We must observe, that previous to the arrival of the Rambler, the Chinese Govern- 
ment had thought proper to revert to the example of a former Viceroy, Pe, who distin- 
guished himself in 18)0 by his unjust and oppressive proceedings towards Europeans ; 
and we received an edict from the Fewyuen and Hopp, directing that no native attendants 
would be permitted about the European Factories, and that such C’hinese as should vio- 
late the laws by attending would be seized and punished accordingly. 

9. We addressed a reply to the Fooyuen aq^l Hopp, and stated that, above 100 
years, during which the trade had been carried on, there had existed the same desire and 
endeavour on the part of the English to comply with the regulations of the China 

Government, 
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Govemn^^t, and to prevent the riots and disturbances between the people of both 

countries; consequently we had mluced as much as possible the European attendants 
Grievw^ ^Ic. l)eloi»"ing to the Honourable Company’s Factory, or the Factories exxjupied by the 

* Commanders of the English slips. 

Discussions witli 10. It was further stated, as the trade was very extensive the number of attendants was 
C*^nlon^l8ir'l5^ great, and those hitherto had been composed of Chinese^ but that it would be 
anion, - o. satisfactory and respectable to have the attendants composed of persons 

wlio wore British subjects. 

11. As we supposed that the Government must be fully aware of the situation and 
extent of the Factories at Canton, they must also be aware how inadequate they were to 
contain this mimber of Europeans, and further, from being open to the intrusion of the 
})opulace of a large city, continual riots and disturbances were inevitable ; consequently, 
the carrying on the English trade at Canton with European attendants, was in fact 
impracticable. It was therefore submitted to the consideration of the Government, if 
tUoir orders were tube carried into execution respecting the Chinese attendants, that they 
would appoint some other situation or place to which we might proceed, and there reside 
and carry on the trade. 

12. No reply to our address has been received, or indeed has the letter been received 
by die oilicer to whom it was addressed. The objections to the native attendants may k* 
ncithing more than the practice of late years resorted to by the officers of Government, 
when it was their wish to harass or insult Europeans. We have also to notice, that the 
Nan liai Ham entered the Honourable Company’s Factory, and it is probable, had any 
of the Chinese attendants been in the way, they might have been seized. 

13. It is much to be regretted, that so extensive and so valuable a trade should be 
situated as the Eui-opcan trade to China i.s at present, liable to continual interruption at 
the caprice of an individual ; at the same time the necessity of resisting these most unjust 
proceedings must be obvious, as by resistance alone can we hop to chak them : had the 
Viceroy thought proper to issue these orders respeting Chinese attendants two months 
hence, the business of the season must have been for a time as completely interrupted as 
could have been effected by any direct stoppage of the trade. 

14. The several addresses which we have been under the necessity of making on'the 
subjat of His Majesty’s ships to the Viceroy, Fooyuen and Hopp, have of late been 
rejected, and the Viaroy has most opniy declared, that he will receive no communications 
from us, if written in Chinese characters, but that if we wish to address him, it must be in 
English. Considering this equivalent to a denying the right of remonstrating, it is our 
intention to persevere in writing to him in Chinese. 

15. Notwithstanding the lofty tone assumed by the Oovernment and their proceedings, 
we are rather disjxwied to believe that they will not persevere in their present unjust 
couduct, as we conceive, without aomi^ better gcounds than they have at present, they 
would be unwilling that the intcrruptioxi of the fmeeign trade riiould continue so long 
as to excite the notice of the Government at Pekin^ From some discussions that have 
alreaiiy taken place with an officer of Goveroment, dispatched from Canton for the 
purpse, we are inclined to believe that tlm Viceroy is rather disposed to arrange the 
existing differences. 


16. It 
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16. It will afford us mudi jdeasure to convey to your HoDoaral>lQ Committee tlie 
account of Aia diietisiion bang termioated^ at the same time your Honourable Com- 
mittee must be fully aware how tedious and uncertain in duration these discussions 
with this Government have proved, and it remains with us to assure you, that our 
best exertions will be employed to preser^’e the real and permanent interests of the 
Honourable Company by a firm and decided resistance to tl>e unjust attempts of llte I’ro- 
vincial Government. 

We have the honour to remain with respect, Honourable Sirs, 

Your most faithful and obedient servants, 

(Signed) J. F. Eiphixstonk. 

Macao, 1st October 1814. Tnos. Cuas. FArii.K. 

Gko. Tuos. Stacntox. 


EXTRACT LETTER in the Public Dei»rtment, from the SEI,ECT COMMITTEE 
of Supracargoes at Canton to the Honourable Court of Directors, dated 4th December 
1814. 

Par. 6 . We regret having to mform your Honourable Court that the conduct of 
the Chinese Government has been such as to wmipcl us to s\ispend all commercial inter- 
course, to prohibit all British ships entering the river, and to direct all British subjects 
to leave Canton. 

6. After a tedious and anxious discussion, the Chinese Government acceded to such an 
adjustment of differences as enabled us, on the 25th of November, to permit the ships to 
proceed to Whampoa. 


LETTER from the SELECT COMMITTEE at Canton to the Secret Committee of 
the Honourable Court of Directors, dated 4th December 1814. 

• 

Honourable Sirs t 

Par. 1. We had the honour to address your Honourable Committee last under date 
the 1st of October, when we stated that the differences that existed with the Chinese 
Government, and we regret to say that the ho[)e then expressed of a speedy adjustment, 
did not prove to be realized. 

2 , On the 4th October we received information of the seizure of the Linguist Ajeii, 
on the chai‘gc of having carried the portrait of his Boyul Highness the Prince Hegent 
to Pekin, and for a general attachment to, and services rendered to the English ; numerous 
reports are in circulation of further violent and hollile intentions of the Viceroy and 
Fooyuen, and it was further reported that Fatquo., or others of the Hong Merchants, 
were to be involved in the charges brought against the Linguist. 

3. Our several addresses to the superior officers of the (.'anton Government wero 
delivered at the city gates, and brought back to the Factory unopened ; and finding the 

3X2 I'iceroy 
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Viewy resalveit on persevering in his measures of ; vjicdenee and hostility, and that 
all our efforts to obtain redress foiled, and Hthere appeared to be no other altaroative 
or resource left tp us than carrying our appeal to his Imperial Majeety at Pekin, direct* 
ing at the same time all British subjects to quit Canton, and the English ships to leave 
Whampoa. 

4. Fully aware of the serious inconvenience tliat must necessarily attend this measure to 
all the parties interested therein, we considered it proper to draw ,a statement of 
the proceedings of the Canton Government, which had compelled us to adopt this extreme 
measure, for the pur})ose of being communicated to all British subjects, as containing 
a detail of the proceedings of the Government, we beg leave to refer your Honourable 
Committee to this document,* which we forwarded on the 11th October to Mr. MoloiJy, 
at Canton, directing either its immediate publication, or its l)eing withheld for a time, as 
the disposition of the Government might appear to require. 

5 . Ibe suspension of the trade on our part, and the detaining the Honourable Com- 
pany's ships at Chunpee, appeared to produce some effect. On the — October an official 
communication reached us from the Viceroy ; in this the re-capture of the Arabella 'v^:as 
admitted to l)e proper, and that the ship had been an English vessel ; In consequence 
the orders given by the Viceroy to stop the trade were rescinded. 

6. Desirous of availing ourselves of the opening that was given to preserve our com- 
mercial intercourse, without subjecting it to the delay that must necessarily attend a 
remonstraiice to Pekin, we replied to the Merchatits and proposed that the Viceroy should 
appoint an officer, duly authorized, to meet Sir George Staunton at Canton, who would 
])roceed for the purpose of discussing and arranging the several points on which explana- 
tion was required, and previous to our permitting the ships to enter the river. 

7. An answer was received from the Merchants, f stating that the Viceroy acceded to 
our pro)K)sal. Sir George Staunton, accompanied by Sir Thomas Metcalfe and Mr. 
Davis, proceeded to Canton, on the Slst October, under instructions from u$, a copy of 
which we have the honour to inclose. 

8. A delay of some days took place before the Mandarin met Sir George Staunton ; 
and on the 23d, that same officer, who had come to Macao respecting the Arabella, by 
name Foo-taJiao-Yea, accompanied by the Quang-choo-foo, the Nan Hai Hien and Hyan 
Shan Hien, came to the Honourable Company's Factory. ^ 

9* At the first and at the several subsequent meetings | that took place with Foa-lorhao- 
Yea, the arrest of the Linguist Ayou was discussed; explanation was attempted to be 
evaded in various ways, when after considerable discussion an official declaration was 
obtained from the Viceroy that the arrest of the Linguist was not on account of any con- 
nection with the English, but in consequence of a breach of tlte law, for having once been 
in a menial situation, he had afterwards purchased rank. 

10. The Viceroy then appeared detergiined cm breaking off all further negociation, and 
the Merchants intimated that no further communications would be received. This extra- 
ordinary 
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ordinary imliitiurt Oit the part of the Vireroy, left Sir George Staunton no other alterna- 
tive than that of quitting Canton, which he left on the 10th November, and joining the 
Honourable Company's ships that had removed from Whampoa to liclow the second bar, 
previously carrying into execution the Committee’s orders, in communicating the state- 
ment to all British subjects, and directing them to quit Canton. 

11* On the 12th and 14th, deputations of the Hong Merchants, Pinquaand others, clmtonriBTi-'l5 
reached the Honourable Company’s ships at that lime, nearly at the Bocca Tigris, when 
they requested Sir George Staunton to suspend the further movements of the ships, and 
having given a written assurance that they were authorized by the Viceroy to say that a 
Mandarin should be appointed to discuss the remaining points in dispute, Sir George 
Staunton returned to Canton, and landed on the 15th. 

IS. It would appear that the Merchants had either exceeded their authority or were 
attempting to practise further deceit, for it was not until they found Sir George Staunton 
fully determined on again proceeding to the ships that their promise was fulfilled, when 
the same officer, Foo-ta-hao-Yea, accompanied by the Nan-hai-Hien, came to the Factory 
oft the 19tb. At this and several subsequent meetings,* the articles which we have the 
honour to incline f were discussed, and at length in great measure conceded. 

13. Finding from the meeting of the 21st, that the Government acquiesced in the prin- 
cipal points in discussion, it was determined no longer to delay the ships, but to jiermit 
tlieir going up to Whampoa and unloading; this was done in order to facilitate the pro- 
ceedings of the Viceroy towards an adjustment, as while the ships remained at Chimpee 
and Lintin, and the trade was suspended, it appeared (as was in faett the cast*) that these 
measures had com{>elled the Viceroy to gi’ant the concessions which had been obtained, 

14. The Viceroy's Edict, confirming what has been oflScially communicated to Sir 
George Staunton by the two Mandarins, as the contents of this document, was expected 
to be delivered on the 2d December, 

15. For the particulars respecting the arrest of the Linguist, and for the apprehension 
we entertained of this act of inj ustice, being but the prelude to further attacks on B(^me of the 
Junior Merchants, and through them on the Euro|>ean trade, we beg leave to refer your 
Honourable Court to the several documents specified 4th, 5th, and 6th. 

16. It is to be remembered that during the last season the Merchants obtained from 
Pekin the sanction for re-establishing the Cohong system; aware that it would meet with 
our firm and decided opposition, the system was not attempted to he practically carried 
into effect during the last season, although the forms of appreciating the cargoes of each 
ship on her arriyal, and affixing prices to all articles of merchandize at their Consoo house 
was regularly gone through, and is indeed still continued. 

17. Whatever may have been the ultimate designs of the parties, in exciting the superior 
()fficei*s of Government to the measures they adopted towards us, or whatever may have 
been the views of the Gcjvemment in resorting tc^the^ measures, we hope for the present 
they have been checked, if not defeated ; and further, that the Viceroy and the officers of 

Government 
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Govmment arc now convinced, that in their Cfmduct towards the EngUA their measures 
of oppression and injustice (os they value; the tmde) must be restrained vdthin certain 
liounds ; from the experience and knowledge we possess of the Government, we are satisfied 
that their conviction, that their injustice will not he submitted to, is the only security we 
can possess for their attempts being discontinued. 

18. Although the adjustment we have obtained is perhaps not so satisfactory as could 
have been wished, we hojie that sufficient has been granted to admit the trade bdng earned 
on during the present $e<Tson without mucli interruption* By the freighted ship Earl 
Spencer, which we propose to load and despatch with as little delay as possible, we will 
transmit a detailed account of our proceedings with regard to the Canton Government. 
Your Honourable Court will be enabled to judge of the conduct of the Government, and 
of the Hong Merchants Pinqua and others, at the same time the serious difficulties wo 
have to contend with in endeavouring to resist the oppressive acts of the Government will 
1)0 seen, and we trust that some effectual means to enable us more successfully to oppose 
these attempts will suggest themselves to your Honourable Committee. 

19* It remains for us to express our high approval of the conduct and exertions of Sir 
George Staunton in the execution of his mission to Canton, and your Hoit>urable Com- 
mittee mil not fail to aj)preciate the difficulties he had to encounter in the negoeiation. 

We have the honour to be with the greatest respect, Honourable Sirs, 

Your most faithful Inmible servants, 

(Signed) J. T. Elphikstons;. 

Macao, 4th December 1814, Tnos. Cius. Pattlb. 


EXTRACT LETTER in the Secret Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 

at Canton to the Honourable Court of Directors, dated 24th December 1814. 

Par. 2. We have now the satisfaction to inform your Honourable Committee thit the 
unpleasant discussions in which we were engaged witli the Canton Government, have ter- 
minated ; that tlie. cargoes of the ships are nearly delivered, and tliat several Imve com- 
iiieuced die lading of their teas* 

3. By this conveyance w^e have the honour to transmit a full detail of our proceedings, 
and have to congratulate the Honourable Court and ourselves on as favourable a termina- 
tion as perhaps could be expected, from a Government which cannot be brought to admit 
that foreign nations can stand on on equality w'ith themselves, and appear frequently in 
their Edicts to. refuse to acknowledge them even as free and independent* 

4. The grievances under which Europeans labour in carrying on the commerce in 
China are not singly of that flagrant kj^id, that the hare mention of any one of them can 
iiuiiiediately show their weight and pressure, they must be considered collectively, and we 
feel confident that your Honourable Committee, on a perusal of the proceedings, will con- 
cur with us on the necessity of our having recourse to the measures adopted (under the 
peculiar and difficult circumstances in which we were placed), for effectually checking the 
unjust demands and pretensions of the Canton Government, and fur giving due weight to 

our 
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our application those explanations and disavowals which itt daily dcatmukting insults 
and provocation (even if the consequent haxard to the trade itself were only consideretl) 
rendered indispensable. 

5. Tlie Edicts published in the early part of the season ordering His Majesty’s ships to 
quit the coast, we conceived originated with those persons interested in the sailing of the 
American vessels, and although the Merchants ought to be fully aware that we have no 
controulover His Majesty’s officers, and which indeetl they have fully acknowictiged, we 
are sorry to observe that no member of the Hong could be found, who had the inclination or 
sufficient influence, to explain this fully to the Mandarin. Looking therefore solely to the 
Committee, the Viceroy refused to receive the address of the Captain of the Doris, and con- 
sidered us responsible for his acts. Although we could not but highly disapprove of the 
attack maile by the boats of the Doris on the American schooner at Whanqxja, and which 
through interested motives had been greatly exaggerated ; we deemed it our duty to endea- 
vour to palliate the circumstance, and while acknowledging it to be an error, ventured to 
promise that his Excellency should not again have occasion to complain of a similar act of 
offence. The affair, we were assured, was adjusted ; and although during the subsecpicnt 
discussion it was at times adverted to by the Mandarins, it cannot be considered as forming 
a prominent feature in the present differences, and was only alluded to (as a measure not 
to be defended by us) when they were at a loss to reply to a grievance: brought forward 
on our ])art. 

6. We amceive the origin of this discussion must be traced to a far different source ; 
to the interested views of a few individuals endeavouring to place the European commerce 
at their st)le comniaiul ; tliat in fact it has been pending some time, and w'ould have equally 
rendered necessary in a year or two the measures now adopted, even had we succeeded in 
averting tliem for llie present season. The attempt in the preceding season to interfere 
with the nomination of the person appointed by the Honourable Court to conduct their 
affairs ; the annual vexatious delays in our commercial intercourse on the most trivial 
occasions ; the attempt of establishing a Coliong, for which tlie Imperial sanction was 
obtained in July 1818 ; the issue of an Edict vvitlidrawing our native attendants and 
prohibiting any Chinese communicating with us; the seizure of a person supposed to be 
attached to our interests, and having been confidentially employed by us iu a mission to 
Pekin ; the returning of our addresses unopened ; the demanding that in future all com- 
munications should be written in English (to be translated by the Hong merchants), afford 
strong and concurring evidence of the real object in view. 

7* In determining the mode to be adopted in discussing the several grievances with the 
Mandarins, the question arising out of tlie seizure of the Linguist employed by us on a 
mission to Pekin, appeared to demand our first consideration ; and if our interference 
could avail, we were bound to exert it in favour of the prisoner. The judicial proceed- 
ings then pending rendered an early application fiecemxy, mid it was more particularly 
urgent to obtain a clear explanation of the crime alleged against him, and bow far we 
were implicated, previous to any report of the affair being made, as it was important that 
no unfounded or unfavourable statement sliould be sent to Pekin. Your Honourable Com- 
mittee have been ahwly informed of the official declaration of the Viceroy, tliat the arrest 
of the Linguist was not on any account of his connection with the English. With the 
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Edicts on this occasion we declarecl ourselves satisfied, with the exception of an offensive 
paragraph, which, although not withdrawn, was ultimately explained, and the insinuations 
it contained disavowed. 

8. On a perusal of these Edicts, and the arguments made use of by the Mandarins in 
the first conference with Sir George Staunton, it might appear to a person unacquainted 
with the Chinese government, and the entire inconsistency of its practice with its profes- 
sions, that the Committee had no cause of complaint, and that the Government were 
nu'vely enforcing the laws against a delinquent, who having once been a menial servant 
had obtained rank. The specious show of reason and argument assumed on all occasions 
by the officers of Government, even in asserting a falsehood, must no doubt have the effect 
of inducing those who have not a l(Kal knowledge and experience to guide them, to judge 
more favourably of the Chinese character than they merit. AVe beg to refer your Honour- 
able ('oniinittec to the report transmitted us by the Linguist of his examination, and his 
subsequent communications. 

9. That our apprehensions of the intention of the Chinese government to make some 
unfounded report against the English to Pekin, appears, by the account actually sent by 
the Viceroy, to be but well grounded. It is to be observed, that this report was made 
at the very moment that official declarations, verbal and written, were given us that the 
punishment of Ayeu was in no way connected with the English ; although, from this 
document (a copy of which we have privately received) it will be seen that it contains 
not only an iuqdication of foreigners being connected with him, but a direct assertion that 
tlie Linguist was concerned with us in treasonable pnictict^s. 

10. Wc do not apprehend that an assertion thrown out at random of so absurd and 
improbable a nature, and wholly unsupported by proof, will be attended with any evil con- 
sequences, at least as far as directly affects foreigners ; but it is desirable to be prepared 
for every event ; and in this point of view, the strong and ample disavowal which wc have 
extracted from this government of every kind of allegation against us, under the Viceroy ^s 
own seal, appears doubly imj)ortant ; and, in tlie event of a reference to Pekin on this sid)- 
ject at any future p(Tiod from England, afford, we presume, the most effectual means of 
rebutting the charge, and bringing the misrepresentations and injustice of the Provincial 
Government to merited punishment. 

11. The concession of the second point discussed is most satisfactory, and we are confi- 
dent will be highly gratifying to your Honourable Committee. The free communication 
granted with the superior officers of Government by their promise to receive our addresses 
in the Chinese language without previous exjdanation with the merchants (with the single 
exception of an English copy accompanying it in the event of announcing an embassy) 
will, wc trust, prevent the vexatious delays of a stoppage of chops, when the Hopp officers 
shall be endeavouring to extort undue fees (by which acts our fleets are so frequently 
delayed), and prove a sufficient ch^k t% the unjust and illiWal insinuations respecting 
our c(jnduct throwm out by those men interested in preventing a direct communication 
between us and the Government. 

12. On t1)e point of Chinese attendants, it appears that the prohibition of employing 
servants under a certain denomination has existed since the year 1740, and having received 
the Emperor's sanction, could not be repealed by the authorities in Canton. For the 
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mivdof thb qtiofiition and fiirtlier regulatiam> are indebted to* the hostility of the 
Viceroy^ proposed the n^establishment of the Cohong systein, idd^to whose con- 

duct, together with that of those pardzans he left in Canton, we may atttil^ite the vexa- 
tious d^yg that have for some years' occurred, as well as thetnore aerioiis detontidh bfour 
ships in4he present season, , * 

■' IS; Although this point has not been so satisfactorily explained as we could wishj the 
Government, sadlSed jjrobaWy that the directions were made on vei^atious and opprcjsaive 
grounds, or that the alternative of bur having so great a number of European attendants 
was, in fact, impracticable at Canton, having issued an authenticated document for the 
employment of Compradores, and as many servants under particular denominations as our 
Factory may require ; we will therefore hope that the Government, satisfied their unjust 
measures will not l^ submitted tti, no interference on the subject will again be attempted, 
and that the measure of prohibiting natives serving us, and ordering their seizure, will not 
again be resorted to. 

14. On the explanation of the minor points, although less satisfactory, there is only one 
which appears likely to create any difficulty, which is, the necessity of applying for a 
license for boats passing the Bogue. This places the Compradores of the ships of war at 
the mercy of the officers commanding that fort, who, dreading the consequence of the 
impatience of the officers losing the tide by unnecessary detention, may be induced to pay 
a fee in some instance which will become an established custom, and a constant pretext for 
extortion. The verbal communication, however, of the merchants on this subject, induce 
us to hope the regulation will not be rigorously enforced. 

15. We beg tf) draw the attention of your Honourable Committee to the anxiety shown 
to recall Sir George Staunton, as affording a proof that, however the Chinese goveniroent 
may declare in their edicts that no benefit arises to the Celestial Empire from the fmvign 
trade, and that it is only permitted from pure benevolence; yet wlien endangered by their 
unjust proceedings, properly and firmly resisted, it will be found they are most fully awaiv 
of the rwiprocal atlvantagcs of commerce, and most anxious for its preservation. 

16. We hope that the steps taken this season will have the effect of preventing the 
officers of tlie Canton government from again entering into a course of violent and hostile 
measures without more fully satisfying themselves of the grounds on which they are pro- 
ceeding ; and as it will be our anxious endeavour not to allow them a pretext, we may 
further hope that the inconveniences and delays which have of late occurred will not again 
be experienced. At any event, we trust that we shall not in future find the representatives 
of the EastJiidta Cewnpany stigmatized as staters of untruth, and His Majesty's dBccrs 
with the name of plunderers ; that we shall be allowed to call our employers honourable, 
and the King of Ehgland an independent Sovereign. The admission by the Chinese 
Government of our having other duties to perform than mere commercial transactions, as 
recorded on the edict received on the {28th ultinv>> is higlily satisfactory, as placing us on 
thal; footing which enable the Mandarins to communicate directly with us, and not to 
require the intervention of the Hong Merchants. 
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(Er) EXTRACT LETTER- in the Secret De^ntnmait, from Ae Sa^ECT COMMITTEE 
(!rievi«^M!i!ic. Supracargoes at Canton to the HoiiouraWe the Setwt Committee irf the Honbnr. 

able Court of Ditoctors, dated 16th January 1815. ■ , , 

Discuasiotis tvitli . . > , . . 

tbc Government of Tan 16* Wje have to request the attention of your Honourably tQ the 

Canton, IfiU-lii. several communications from the Linguist Ayow,* They contain generally, we believe, 
a correct account of proceedings of the officers of Government, and the true causes that 
have excited them to the measures they adopted towards us. They are a further melan- 
choly proof of the total and entire absence of all truth, justice or mercy, from Chinese 
tribunals, and where the undue influence of money is applied, aU chance of a fair trial 
cea::es to the unfortunate person accused. 

17. This cannot be illustrated more strongly than in the statement transmitted to us by 
Ayow of the proceedings of the officers of Government towards him from the day of his 
arrest to the end of October. The Nam Hae-Heen is accounted a good and upright ma- 
gistrate, and far exceeding his predecessors in these qualities, yet this officer, although 
fully satisfied of the Linguist’s innocence, so much so as to be al)out to discharge him, 
on the application of Pinqua and Chunqua most readily promises to punish Ayow pub- 
licly, and before all the Merchants, provided they make a statement to him, 

18. Your Honourable Committee will observe from his letters, that the terrors of the 
tortures to which he was now subject, and the laudable and honourable motive of not 
involving other persons, whom he might be required to accuse in the midst of his suffer- 
ings, determined the Linguist Ayow to pul a period to his existence and sufferings by 
taking opium. We have the satisfaction to say that his intention was discovered, and in 
lime to prevent any liad effects from poison. 

19. It will be satisfactory to your Honourable Committee to be informed that the 
Linguist has not experienced any bad treatment of late, and that such accommodation as 
a prison affords (a separate a]3artment to Jiimself) has been obtained for him. 

29. Under this datef we have recorded the statement which it is said the Viceroy has 
made to Pekin respecting the Linguist Ayow. We received it privately, and have to 
remark that neither Pinqua, Chunqua or the Hong Merchants, have publicly put us 'in 
possession of this document, or indeed have they acknowledged to us their being informed 
of any report having been made to his Imperial Majesty. 

80. In the document we have received it does not appear that the charge against Ayow 
is of a serious nature, or such as to merit the punishment proposed (banishment to Llee), 
or to have required being submitted to the consideration of the Emperor. It is, at the 
same time, very probable that a much more unfavourable representation has been made 
to Pekin, and in tins case the punishment of Ayow will be more severe. Of this we are 
at present unalile to judge ; from tlig reply from Pekin, and the proceedings of the Canton 
Go^’ernment respecting Ayow, we may oe enabled to ascertain what has been reported. 

81, We must remark, in the report we have received, that connection with the English 
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and the English Chief are stated as his dTence. This was totally iaconsiatent with the 
expressed stipuladona acceded to by Eooi>ta^la*ye% nnder the Viceroy’s authority, in the 
eonfareitees held with Sir G. Staunton, and it proves sufficiently that no dependnnce what- 
ever can be placed on the assertions of the officers of this Government ; and oa result, 
as it afiectB Ayow and involves us, we must determine on tiie line of conduct to be adopted 
in making a representation or otherwise to his Imperial Majesty. 


EXTRACT LETTER in die Secret Department, frem the SELECT COMMirPEE of 

Supracargoes at Canton to the Secret Committee of the Court of Directors, dated 6th 

February 1816. 

Par. 5. SiNCJS the date of our last Address, the Emperor’s answer, in reply to the State- 
ment made^ by the Canton Government respecting the Linguist Ayow, 1ms been received 
into Canton, we have obtained a copy of this document, a translation of which we have 
the honour to forward. 

6. From this your Honourable Committee will perceive that the punishing the Linguist 
by banislunent to Elu is confirmed, and that from the wording of the reply ample power 
is given to the Canton Government to charge and punish any individual for the offence of 
serving or having secret intercourse with foreigners ; and from the documents already 
transmitted, your Honourable Committet; must be fully aware with what facility any 
charge may be brought against an individual; and his own confession by the torture will 
be obtained, as the wishes of the Mandarin may direct. 

7. From the ea* parte statement of tlie Canton Government, perhaps we had ik) just 
ground to expect that any other reply could be made from Pekin ; at the same time 
we must observe, that the usual practice of submitting the^e cases to the (Board) 
Supreme Council was on this occasion dispensed with. From tliis we infer some unfair 
advantage lias been taken by interested {wrsons here; and aware with what facility 
money may be applied, we are inclined to believe that this luis been employed lo secure 
the sentence against the Linguist being confirmed, which, had it j)roct‘cded through the 
customary forms, and under the Superior Council, might have been rejected. 

8. It appears from this document, that apprehension from the Christians is still 

prevalent. The serious insurrections that tewk place during the last year were endea- 
voured to be attributed to the Christians. It perhaps can excite no surprise that the 
officers of Government should generally, throughout the Empire, concur in endeavour- 
ing to find some other cause than their own malpractices and inisgovernment in these 
discontents. ^ 

9. In compliance with the directions containdH in the Imperial answer, the Linguist 
Ayow was summoned before the Fooyuen and otlier principal olGcers of the Canton 
Government* He was interrogated as to his being a Christian, which he had no diffi- 
culty in denying, and performed the ceremonies required of tram|)ling on the cross with- 
out hesitation. No further questions wore proposed, and he was remanded to prison to 

3 Y 2 await 


(IS.) 

ftedress ol 
(irievanecs, Av. 

Discussions witli 
the Government of 
Canton, 1811-15. 



m SECOND APPENDIX TO the THIRD BEl^RT or the 


CHINA TAPERS. 


(E.) 

Redress of 
Grievances^ &c. 

Discussions with 
the Government of 
Canton, 1814*15. 


await the final order from Pekin, when he will set out on his journey to the place of 
his banishment, EIu, supposed to be situated nearly north of Nepaiili 

10. No further official communications have as yet passed between the Canton Govern** 
mait and our Committee on this subject. It was undertood that the Fooyuen was most 
inimically disposed, and much inclined to avail himself of the latitude given by the ex* 
pression of “rigorous inquiry,” to extort some further matter on #hidh he cOuld ground 
an attack on us, or on some of the Merchants or persons connected with the/oreign trade; 
l)ut we are given to understand he found his wishes were not seconded by either the Vice- 
roy or other Mandarins, who probably, from having been longer in Cantonj were better 
acquainted with the consequences ; and having experienced our firmniess in resisting any 
oppressive measure, may have conceived it more politic to allow thfe affair to drop* 

11. Having no real or just grounds for their proceedings, we l^elieve that if this conduct 
was fairly stated to the Pekin Government, it would be condemned, not from any sense 
of humanity or com)m8sion to an injured individual, but on the score of fiolicy, in endanger- 
ing a commerce so generally beneficial to the provinces they are appointed to govern. We 
are, however, unwilling to intrude our complaints to Pekin, as they will come with so 
much more effect from your Honourable Committee or from Bengal. We are rather dis- 
fiosed to permit the affair to remain for tlie present ; but as no reliance can be placed on 
the officers of this Government, and as intrigues may always be at work to excite them 
against foreigners and foreign trade, we must await, in order to ascertain what may be 
the real intentions and designs of the Fooyuen and his instigators ; and in the event of 
farther attack, there will remain the resource of carrying our remonstrances to Pekin. 

12. Your Honourable Committee will no doulit appreciate the difficulties and the 
anxiety that must attend our differences and discussions with this Government, We feel, 
however, that they are unavoidable ; for on our firmly resisting their unjust attempts can 
we alone depend on the.se attempts ceasing to be made. We are confident our resistance 
at the early part of this season operated in preventing any further measure being com- 
menced against the foreign trade. 


(14.)-RE8PECriNG THE COMPANY'S SHIP GENERAL HEWITT. 


EXTRACT LETTER in the Secret Department, from tlie SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Honourable Court of Directors, dated 4th November 1816. 

Company’s Ship Par 1. We have fully detailed to the Honourable Court the discussions in which’ we 
General Hewitt. been engaged by the hostile measures pursued by the Viceroy of Canton, in the first 
instance, towards the General HdWittjnand the determined refusal of the oi^cers of 
Government to receive or reply to our addresses ; and lastly, the arbitrary and unjustifiable 
act of scij?ing our Coinpradore, maltreating him in a manner used towards the lowest 
criminals, upon an absurd accusation that he shewed Europeans the way to the city, or at 
least, that he, as residing in our hou^, must jicnow the criminal person. 

^2. Whenever the officers of Government are unable to attach any blame to the Com- 
mittee 
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raitte^ itself^ tjiey cewtt to some tyrannicftl measure towards tlm iMithes in our employ ; 
and this is Uiesole crime of which they could venture to accuse the innocent, suflercr. Wo 
do n^t confidently bpjie your Honourable Committee will consider that iite our^ boundeii 
duty to protect the persons in our employ ; and at the same , time that we hope for tlie 
ajquiohation of your Honourable Court for the forbearance sljewn in tlie present instance^ 
when our ships unladen are under their control, and tlie particular circumstajice of the 
Embassy being in this country. We do also trust your Honourable Conimittoe will deem 
it our duty, at the dose of this Season, or the commencement of tlie ensuing, to bring to 
some final decision the two essential parts of protec^tion to natives in our employ, and the 
reception of our addresses, with replies properly addressed to the Cumniittee, taking, for 
the basis of our ncgociations, the convention signed by the present Viceroy in 1814. 


rAPF.Rs 

hedress oi 
(irievanctN, 

Company's 8hip 
Geiierul Hewitt. 


EXTRACT LETTER in the Public Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Oftnton to the Honourable Court of Directors, dated 8tli November 1816, 

Par. 3, On our arrival in Canton we found that the General Hewitt was detained below 
the Rogue, and one of the Houg Merchants deputed to examine and inquire whether she 
bad actually conveyed the presents to Tring Sing, Tliis measure was asserted to be 
necessary, in consequence of a report from a Mandarin at Macao, which stated that she had 
proceeded to a port on the coast, and delivered over the presents to the other vessels. We 
lost no time in addressing the Viceroy, assuring him she had procteded to the port of Tring 
Sing, landed the presents,, and, in pursuance of orders received in England, had returned 
to Canton for a cargo of teas ; and we expressed our anxiety for an early despatch. 

4. In the mean time, through uie intercession of the Hong Merchant deputed to the 
Rogue, and Captain Carapbeirs exertions, the General Hewitt was brought above tlie 
second bar, but surrounded by armed boats, all communication forbid, and, at first, ])ro- 
visions denied ; the latter prohibition was in two days removed. It became our duty to 
remonstrate against such proceedings, and we should have been fully justified in resorting 
t(j the strongest measures in our |xjwer for removing this insult to the Rritish flag ; but 
keeping in view your Honourable Court’s orders to avoid, at present, all altercation with 
the officers of the Government, and anxious not to place his Exc^ellency, Lord Amherst, 
in any unpleasant situation at this place, we addressed a moderate letter to the Viceroy, 
pointing out the indignity which we conceived was offered to a ship sent on a friendly 
mission, and again solicited the usual permission for lading the General Hewitt, 

5. During the time that the translating of this chop required, we were distressed at 
the severe treatment which the Merchants received, from an assertion that they had mis- 
i*eprescnted the orders of the Emperor. This arose from a Chinese character being used 
in our letter for Canton, which, strictly translated, means the city, and the waters running 
by it, from whence it was'absiirdly asserted we r^uired the vessel being brought to the 
city wall. We did not hesitate a moment in correcting the error, by addressing the Vice- 
roy, but this explanation he refused to receive ; and though we declined addresring any 
other Mandarin, we readily proposed to write a letter to the Merchants themselves, whicli 

relieved 
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v^ed tli«in fonn further trodUe. Xlds^node tif«tiacluag th« aWtiTe9.coi)qeiX)e4 vitb 
(E-) hr my eMWscominitted, will no4ouln «}^^ Jo yoiw Ilo^oo*a|)k Court to^equire 

(JrievawelL^&c. serious att^ ; and weare about to bring to tbo nptke of .jour^ Honourabk Court 

’ * a most aggravated and unprovoked attaok by this mode of pTooedure,. ^ . 

(:ompany'8 Ship , ft The merchants^ for some time, refused to convey our addr^SSes to the j^andarins^ 
(kneral Hwitt induced to carry them, returned them as being refused. This act, in direct 

violatuHi of Ihe Cmivention agreed to and signed by the present Viceroy jipi 1814, would 
of itself have authorised strong measures; we still, however, under the peculiar circum- 
stances of the Embassy, forebore proceeding to those lengths which this breach of faitli 
would justify, but endeavoured, by every moderate means in our power, to enforce the 
reception of our addresses. The Merchants had obtained the Hoppo'a sanction to landing 
the stores for His Majesty’s ships; but much delay occurred after their promise of its 
being granted. They asserted, that if we could assure the IIoppo that the General 
Hewitt should remain till the Ambassador arrived, that her lading would be commenced. 
On this we could place but little reliance ; however, they were assured, in return, that 
such a request, coming from either Mandarin, by letter, would be taken int<A.considera. 
tion ; and they were led to understand that it might be considered of sufficient importance 
to induce us to deviate from the positive orders of a speedy despatch. At length our 
second address was received, and an Edict published to the Merchants, which, we were 
informed, was the only reply we were to expect. 

7. On perusal of this Edict, we were pleased to find that the Viceroy had abstained from 
tlie severe and haughty language of which in late years we have had so much reason to 
complain. At the ^atiie time, the mode of replying to our address, and the concluding 
order to the Merchants, enabling them at all times to refuse conveying them, were points 
of such material consequence to the interests of the Honourable Company, that we felt 
ourselves compelled to convey our sentiments to the Viceroy, 

8. It evidently appeared to us by the tenor of the Viceroy’s Edict, that he by no means 
felt himself justified in his proceedings towards the General Hewitt; and although we 
apprehended, if there was any truth in the assertion of his having solicited the orders of 
the Emperor on the lading of the ship, that he could not yield this point, we determined 
on moving the Gencsral Hewitt to Whampoa, as the only means of relieving her from the 
disgraceful situation in which she was placed, and trf removing the guard boats. Captain 
Campbell was apprized of our intention ; but previous to issuing the orders, we addressed 
the Hoppo, informing him that, in compliance with the Emperor's wishes for that ship 
pro(;eeding to Canton, we had directed the commander to bring , her to Whampoa, the 
anchoring place of this port; and we further took the opportunity of convincing his Ex- 
cellency, that though loaded, she should remain till the arrival of the Ambassador, but 
if that was protracted to an unreasonable time, we trusted their Excdlencies would con- 
sider the orders under which we acted. 

9. The intent of this letter was frustrated by a refusal to receive it^ and Captain 
Campliell, by the apparent fair promises of the Mandarin guarding his ship, was induced 
to delay his moving. In the first instance, the delay was regretted, but under the pecu- 
liar circumstances of the case, we approved of Captain Campbell’s caution. These 
delays enabled the Mandarins, as Will seen on referenceto pur Consultations, to form 

such 
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such a plan as to mal:^ it appear hereafter that they themieltes diteetdi tile ih% to mme — - 

to Whampoa ; but it is tb be observed, the MandmriEi deputed on dikcaauirion Ms not to ) 

grant his sanction till he was convinced Captain Campbell could not disobey M|9i^opders of 

Committee, llic similarity of this attempt to influence eommanders of ships to dis^ 1' 

obey the orders of the Committee, to that resorted to witli the country trade in 1814, is Company's Ship 
too strong to require any comments, and no doubt will so forcibly appear to ytwtr Cieneml Hewitt. 
Honourable Courts as to insure a repetitum of the orders of this season, which we iHth 
pleasure take the opportunity of acknowledging have been willingly attended to by com* 
manders of alt vessels trading to this port. 

10. The General HewitCs moving to Whamptm was a satisfactory object gained, as 
there could tto longer exist any pretence for guarding her by armed boats. Her pro- 
ceeding to Whampoa without opposition from the Chinese, was pleasing ; at the same 
time, we had no cause on this occasion to apprehend resistance, from a conviction that the 
Viceroy had exceeded his authority. We are not so confident that your Honourable 
Court will approve of our orders to return a fire ; but on a deliberate consideration of 
the peculiifr case in which the Hewitt was placed, denied by the Chinese to belong to the 
merchant service, but as having accompanied the Embassy, was in their estimation a 
King's ship, we do trust your Honourable Court will consider us authorized to direct 
I'esistance in the event of an attack ; and we should be wanting in our duty if we did 
not point out to your Honourable Court, that it is only from a belief that we dare not 
return a shot, that could ever induce the Viceroy, on his own responsibility, to order 
such treatment. 

11. Our address to the Viceroy on the movement of the General Hewitt, had bam four 
days in the Merchants {)ossession, and from most trifling excuses its presentation was 
delayed. At length this address, together with one to the Hoppo, were returned, ami it 
was declared that these officers would not receive them. As far as concerned the General 
Hewitt, the delivery of this address was not material, further than the object of placing 
our sentiments and feelings on the records, if preserv^ed, in China; but as the letters more 
especially entered into a defence of our conduct, and reejuired some reply on the point of 
our addresses being received and answered, we deemed it our duty to proceed to the city 
gates, and in a few hours ('aptain Jameson assembled a party, and delivered the letter to 
a Mandarin at the gate of the Viceroy's palace, 

12. We beg here to express o^r acknowledgments to Captain Jameson and the Com- 
manders who accom])anied him, for their ready compliance with our wishes, and for the 
able and discreet manner in which they were carried into effect. We have particularly 
to notice the conduct of Mr. Bannerman, who volunteered his services, and whose' 
knowledge of the language proved highly beneficial on this occasion. We have further 
to express our satisfaction at the progress made by Mr. Bannermaii, whose assiduity 
in endeavouring to accomplish this desirable object k highly pleasing to us, and credit- 
able to himself. 

18. Having fully explained to ymir Honourable Court the measures pursued on this 
occasion, which we trust will be considered as carried to the utmost line of forbearance, 
we have to bring to the notice of your Honourable Court a most provoked and unjusti- 
fiable attack on us in die person of our Compradore. We must acknowledge it has not 

been 
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smomAmmixto the eibor ® 

beoa tinusqal for tlie Mandariiw to to perb^ 

the feelings of the Committee, by similar actoitf tyiamiy im thdt own subjects (m seteral 
OGcnsions; but when committed in direct vioktikm of tlie;eon?entian itgreed to in ISH by 
the present Viceroy, it will alford a convincing pnxtf of what iittk relhmce.can be placed 
on the Bdicts of the officers of the Canton 6overmncnt> much less on the promises con- 
veyed to us verbally , by the Merchants^ 

H The ComjWpre was summoned to the city, and two Merchants deputed to the 
IVesident ; to apprise him of the circumstance. In the presence of those Merdnants, who 
must have been well aware of the fate that awaited him, the Compradore, conscious of his 
innocence, declared his wish to answer the summons. In a few hours he was beaten and 
tortured in order to draw from him a confession of what native had shown the Europeans 
the way to the Viceroy’s house. A reference to records of the fre(juent visits mode to 
ilie gates and within the city, would prove the fallacy of such an attempt to cover deli- 
berate insult to the Comnoittee, which the Mandarins do not fail to resort to whenever 
they are unablg to attach any blame to tha Committee itself. If such a proceeding is not 
firmly resisted, it will become necessary to forego all communications with th^ officers of 
Government. The Merchants are directed not to convey our letters^ and when carried by 
Europeans to the city, directed there to be received by the laws of China, a Compra- 
dore, entrusted with the charge of our treasury, is seized, beaten and tortured in a 
manner used only to the lowest criminal. Under these circumstances, your Honourable 
Court will perceive m respectable Chinese can be found to a^rve us. 

15. We have endeavoured by every possible means to obtain his release, but it is with 
regret we state they have been ineffectual, and that the Merchants have evinced an indif- 
ference on this occasion highly discreditable to themselves. We have, however, attended 
to their suggestion to remain quiet, under a belief that the object in view might be 
obtained : in the mean time, however, we deemed it necessary to prepare the Cornwall 
as a packet, that, in the event of trade being stopped, we might secure a conveyance for a 
statement of facts, to relieve your Honourable Court from the apprehensions occasioned by 
private reports. Delay was convenient in order to complete the cargo of the Cornwall, 
and that object being accomplished, we have applied for the port clearance, stating as the 
motives for tliis despatch, the necessity of apprizing the high authorities in England bf 
the cause of detention of the General Hewitt. 

16. On a review of our proceedings, we do confit^ntly hope your Honourable Court 
will be satisfied that forbearance has been carried to the utmost extent, and that an 
anxiety to prevent embarrassment to his Excellency Lord Amherst, will be deemed by 
your Honourable Court a sufficient reason for not resorting to such measures as are in our 
power, and which we believe might have brought tbis discussion to a close, What further 
remarks may be requisite on tliis subject, we shall have the honour to address in our Se- 
cret Department, and proca^d to th%;detail$ necessary on the despatch of the Cornwall. 

SI . Since writing the above paragraphs we re 9 eived an Edict of the Viceroy, a transla- 
tion of which is forwarded in the extracts from our Consultations, and will tio doubt evince 
to your Honourable Court the difficulty under which wc labour in all negociations with a 
government so void of truth in all proceedings, and whose Edicts and actions on no 
occasion accord. Your Honpueabla Court /will observe the declaration of our address 
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having been printed by the MerchantR, at" the moraent that our Campradore is still in 
confinement, and has undergone the severest treatment from false accusation, of having 
conducted Eurt>peans into the city. It is however a conclusive argu^ient, that we com- 
mitted no error in proceeding to the city with our address, as it would have been readily 
seized as an act of delinquency had it been contrary to the laws of China The describing 
the General Hewitt as lying at the second bar, or rather affecting ignorance of her being 
at Whampoa, is a convincing proof, added to many, of the statements that arc mode on all 
transactions with foreigners. Should any reply necessary, which however at the present 
moment with some prospect of commencing the lading of the General Hewitt, may be 
doubtful, it will require much consideration; and it only remains to assure your Honour- 
able Court, that however we must feel the continued insults in refusing our ad(lresse.s, and 
the style of replying to them, together with the unjust seizure and detention of our Com- 
pradore, wo shall exert the utmost forbearance to prevent any embarrassment to the Em- 
bassy during its residence in Canton. We beg however to suggest to your Honourable 
Court a letter from His Majesty’s Ministers to the Viceroy, warning him that a repetition 
of such actf must tend to break the bonds of amity so essential to lx)th en\pires. 

22. We have now the pleasure to announce to your Honourable Court, that the Mer- 
chants have this morning presented an Edict, stating that a reply has been received from his 
Imperial Majesty, granting the required cargo for the Hewitt, but clogged with provisoes 
from the Viceroy himself of an unpleasant nature. It is demanded that we should write 
an address, which may he considered as a bond for the detention of the General Hewitt till 
the arrival of the Ambassador. We have assured the Merchants, that our word having been 
once passed, as has been done in our former letters to the Viceroy and Hoppo, we shall 
never deviate, and that they may safely enter themselves into any security on this point. 
With respect to a positive injunction to load the returned presents in the Hewitt, we have 
informed them that their shipment will depend entirely on the wishes of the Ambassador. 
But we have peremptorily refused to write any letter dictated to us by those officers of 
Government, who have declined receiving our several addresses, and obstinately persisted 
in not acknowledging us by replies, as agreed to in the year 1814. In this jwint we feel 
cc«ifident your Honourable Court will approve our steady resistance : and the conduct of 
the Merchants this morning, tlirowing every impediment in the way of reconciliation, was 
such as to compel us expressly to state, that the present discussion has been carried to a 
length, which their personal influence might have prevented, had not the two most wealthy 
Merchants conceived it an opportunity of once more making themselves the channel of 
communication between Europeans and tlie Government. 
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EXTRACT LETTER, in the Secret Department, ftoro the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Secret Committee of the Court of Directors, dated 4th December 
1816. 

Par, 8. We have the pleasure to inform your Honourable Committee, that our Com- 
pradore has at length been liberated, after a confinement of thirty-five days; he is much 

3 Z disfigured 
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disfigu!^) And evidently mffm great ilie;A8vete treatnieiit he eiulured* The 

He drew ^ Idngniw was released at the same tiine» butf the pemm called Along is Htiil in confine* 
(ii ievaaces, Ac* ment We called on the Merchants to knoir it this maa was detained in consequence 
— T of his visit to the President^ and they aw\ired us on inquiiy dial hia further detentioai 

( Sra/^llc^c several serious complaiiiu which bad been pr^erred .i^^nat him by the vil- 

lage in which he resides ; of tile nature of these oomplainu however they declared them- 
selves ignorant It is with regret we observe that wc do not consider ourselves in any 
way indebted to the MerehantSi at least the three seniors, for this release; the apathy 
shown by them throughout this occurrence would lead to a confirmatbn of the accusa- 
tion against them in having been the primary cause of this seizure. 

9* Your Honourable Committee will observe in our Secret Diary of the 24th Novem- 
ber, a serious cause of apprehension in the information which we have received of a pri- 
vate order from the Viceroy to the police magistrate, to seize several persons in our 
employ. We felt it our duty to prepare a letter on this subject, but have received sucli 
assurances from the Merchants that lead us to hope this severe measure will not be pur- 
sued at present 5 but at the same time we fear that, notwithstanding the ^^nvention 
signed by the present Viceroy in 1814, it will be resorted to whenever the oflRccrs of 
Government may find an opportuni^ of annoying. Unwilling to enter into discussions 
unnecessarily, we have withheld our remonstrance, and as a change is to lake place in 
one of fhe principal officers concerned in this measure, we trust the Mcrcliadte may 
pix)ve successful in withdrawing the warrant. 

10. A statement of our Public Proceedings, as regarded the General Hewitt, was for- 
warded to the Honourable Court bj the Corn walk Our endeavours to remove the stigma 
thrown on a vessel attached to an important missiem, and to carry into effect our orders 
in an early despatch of that ship, will, we hope, meet the approbation of your Honour- 
able Committee. We have since that time proceeded quietly in the lading ; but on 
the 2 d instant the Merchants delivered on Edict, which they informed us required 
a written assurance from the Committee that she should wail the return of the Ambas- 
sador, and that room should be left for the presents; the former demand intimated a 
doubt of the Committee fulfilling their engagements, which could not be considered 
but as insulting and unwarrantable in men who must know that the Committee had never 
deviated from their word. With respect to the presents, it had been fully explained to 
them, that whatever directions the Ambassador gave would be attended to, and they Imd 
been desired to state the number of ships that were at our disposal. In reply they de- 
clared they had signed a bond, slating every particular, as directed by the Committee; 
but the officers of Government were apprehensive that when loaded, the Genend Hewitt 
would be despatched : th5.s insinuation was offensive, but we stated that when we were 
satisfied of the contents of the Edict; it would lie replied to. 

11 . We were apprehensive, by foe manner of the Senior Merchants^ that more was 
implied than expressed by them, and 10 the evening, the teas ordered for the General 
Hewitt were stopped. This was an act thut broke every engagement; and wc preparal 
a short letter to the Viceroy, observing, that as the orders of his Imperial Majesty were 
disobeyed, it became our duty to fdlow the instructions^ of our HbhCittable Employers, 
jii^l we had therefore to request the grand chop, unless she was permitted to continue 
her lading. Wo apprized the Merchants of the contents, and called on them to use their 

exertions 
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exertidift to {mvetit any further dtscussion^ They were aware of tht reasK)iiE of the delay 
ia replying to the Edictj as all^rsons m our employ were fearful of attending; but Re^reisof 
whilst it was preparing it was their duty to prevent all irritating steps in theijp power, by (5rievaum,^Ax. 

prop<^ esplaoation, to fulfil our wishes^ Puankhequa appeared to acknowledge the 

justice of our request, but Pinqua would not coincide, as they were of opinion no furtiier Ship 

cargo would be permitted unless our bond was given. We presented this short address^ *‘'^ *^*’ 

and if their endeavours failed with the Hoppo^ diey might present it as our reply to the 
Edict. We learn to-day the letter has been received by the Viceroy. 

12. We should incur great risk of committing ourselves did we venture an opinion on 
tlie reply to this letter; but as the General Hewitt is not far short of her cargo, we 
trust your Honourable G)minittee would approve of the measure of despatch, should 
the credit of the nation require such a step. It only remains for us to assure your 
Honourable Committee, that it would not be resorted to but in the event of meeting 
such hostile language or treatment as would render further forbearance censurable. 

And we would wish to impress on your Honourable Committee, that we do not at pre- 
sent apprgifend any serious consequences. 


EXTRACT LETTER in the Public Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Honourable Court of Directors dated 19th December 1816. 

Par. 3. It is with satisfaction we report to your Honourable Court, that a full lading 
has been permitted to the General Ilewitl, on the condition that she remains till the 
arrival of his Excellency Lord Amherst. 'Hie delay that has occurred on this occasion 
has arisen from the highly reprehensible conduct of the Senior Merchants, who, in a 
most insulting manner, refused to place confidence in our word. The Viceroy required 
a reply to hi.s Edict, and tlie further security from the Merchants, that the General 
Hewitt should be detained till the return of the Ambassador. The reply to the Viceroy’s 
Edict was instantly prepared, and every assurance was given to the Merchants that it 
shbuld be delivered to them wlienever the offensive measure of stopping the teas ordered 
to be shipped for the Hewitt was removed, a measure which we believe originated in 
tlieir fears; but if it was determined by the officers of Government that no more cargo 
should be permitted, it became our duty to despatch that ship immediately. 

4. After a discussion of several days, when the Merchants found us determined in 
our resolution of despatch, a proposal was made by one of them of an additional para- 
graph to our letter, the purport of which had been privately explained to him. The 
object proposed to us was, the requesting the favour of an immediate despatch of the 
Hewitt, and a promise that two vessels should be detained for whatever articles his Ex- 
cellency the Ambassador might wish to send on*board. This was readily admitted, but 
they were apprised that we did not bind ourselves to ship the presents, A proposition 
was at length made by the Merchants, whether, if all the forms of shipping the teas in 
dispute were.accompli.sbed, we would deliver the reply directly into their hands. This 
having been the sole preliminary required by us, was readily assented to, and we hoped 
no further discussion would be necessary. 

3Z2 
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5. The Mercharits, however, returned with our letter and proposed aeverel altei>- 
tions, whicli seemed suggestions of theBr oWn; «id' dtoi^ apparently tridiag in their 
nature, might have been turned to improperiue; diese were thereibre refused. In this 
conversation, the intent ^ the Merct»nt in proposing the .additional paragroph vu 
discovered ; end hod we been dependent on the Chinese for our tnundatjeiu, as in former 
(lays, when this Merchant conducted the negociations with the officers of Government, 
we should have been made to promise that the Hewitt should await the arrival td* the 
Ambassador; but that if his Excellency despatched her immediately, two ships would 
be detained for the presents. This prevarication and attempt to overreach the Com- 
mittee led to an unpleasant discussion ; however, we could but r^ret we were deceived 
in the support that had been promised by him, and that the paragraph had been inserted. 
Unless, therefore, we were permitted to withdraw this request, no alteration could be 
made in the letter. 

6. The Senior Merchants nssemhled the Juniors, and made a formal visit to the 
Factory, the purport of which the President had previously learnt was to obtain fresh 
assurances that the Committee were sincere in their intention of detaining'lhe Hewitt. 
Having also been apprized that the Viceroy was satisfied with our reply, and only 
required the security of the Merchants for its strict observance, their hesitation on this 
point (which had led to the stoppage of the leas) was an insult that called for the 
strongest marks of our displeasure; and the President trusts your Honourable Court 
w'ill approve of his refusing to converse further on this subject, or to summon the Com- 
mittee. He desired them, Mr. Urmston being present, to obey the commands of the 
Viceroj’, or to present the usual application to the Hoppo for the port clearance, which 
he delivered to the Head Merchant. They declined the latter alternative, and pro- 
ceeded to the city to sign the required bonds. 


EXTRACT LETTER in the Secret Department, from die SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Honourable Court of Directors, dated 19th December 1816. 

< 

Par. 1. We had lost the honour to address your Honourable Committee on the itii 
November, and it is with satisiaction we report that onr endeavours to obtain a full 
cargo for the Honourable Company’s ship General Hewitt, have been successful. 

2. It has been our intention on finding the arrival of the Ambassador did not take 
place at the time appointed by the Viceroy, to request His Excellency would grant per- 
mission for the sailing of the Hewitt, on our pledging that two vessels should be reserved 
for whatever articles his Excellency the Ambassador might wish to be shipped. We 
were precipitated into this measure by a similar proposition being made by one of the 
Merchants, and his anxiety for ifs insevtion in our letter led us to hope a favourable 
result. The turn, however, that was intended to be given to such application is fully 
detailed in our Public Letter by this opportunity, and most clearly evinces the necessity 
of encouraging, by every means, an oblalnment of a perfect knowledge of the Chinese 
language. 



SELECT COMMITTEE of toe HOUSE oi COMMONS, m 


CHIMA rAl^EMS. 

(.W^MIESPKCTJU^G ms (E,) 

— ^ Redress oi’ 

i ■ ' ' Grievances, Ac* 

EXTRACTXETTER ift the Public Department, item the SELECT COMMITTEE “ , _ 

at Canton to the Court of Directors, dated Sth November 1816. ^ 

Par, 3$. IVe have now to report to your Honourable Court the safe arrival of the 
Alceste and Lyra pn the 3d instant oiT Lintin. By letters received from Captain 
Maxwell tills evening, we have reason to apprehend that the same hostile measures arc 
proceeding with His Majesty's ships ns was adopted with the General Hewitt; liowever, 
as it is probable that as the discussion will occur without the Bogue, no material obstruc- 
tion is to be apprehended to our concerns, and we trust in a short time to be enabled to 
despatch to your Honourable Court the early ships of the season with more authentic 
information. 


LETTER from Sir Theophilus J. Metcalfe, Bart, PllESIDENl’ of the SELECT 
COMMITTEE of Supracargoes at Canton, to Thomas Reid, Esq., Chairman of the 
Honourable Court of Directors, dated Canton, the 16th November 1816* 

(Private.) 

Dear Sir? 

The American Consul called on me late this evening, to say, a fast sailing American 
vessel would be despatched per Amsterdam to-morrow. To write a public opinion on 
the result of Wednesday night v^ould be committing ourselves; but as exaggerated 
reports now flying about will reach England, it will prove satisfactory to you to receive 
some particulars from me. On the arrival of the Alceste, a Mandarin with a blue 
button went on board at Lintin, stating himself to be deputed from the Viceroy ; he 
was civilly received. Captain Maxwell requested him to convey his wishes to the 
Vjeeroy for entering the Bogue, and fair promises were given. In a day or two another 
Mandarin visited the Alceste, who declared himself to be deputed by the Viceroy. On 
Captain Maxwell observing he had already communicated with an officer of rank, who 
had promised to convey his wishes to tlie Viceroy, he was informed the first Mandarin 
was not authorized in what he had done or said. Captain Maxwell instantly requested 
some proof by which he might ascertain on what authority he himself visited the ship. 
The reply was given in strong assurances, and as a proof, he would instantly return to 
the Viceroy, and bring such an answer. Captain Maxwell desired him to fix a day, and 
he named five days hence, to which the Captain objected, as being too long, but at 
length agreed, and describing his ship in distress froln bad weather, stated the necessity 
of proceeding into smooth water within the Bogue. This man departed, promising to 
return with a reply. Captain Maxwell remained quiet six days, receiving many insults 
to the British flag. Provisions were only to be procured by the Compradores at night 
bringing them on board. Armed boats, though keeping some distance, were stationed 
round her. These removed themselves in a few days, but were met again near Chunpee. 
The time being expired, the Alceste weighed anchor, and proceeded to Chunpee. She 
. found 



CHINA PAPERS. 


540 SECOND APPENDIX iro iw» ^BltD ItfetT ^ Kite 

found atadoned here a flotiilaof boau» the Commander of wfaidb sent a k»w Chinese to 
lUtlreM of anchor, or a gun would be l^red. f The wdida had' scarcely pass^ 

(irievances, ^c. mouth when the threat was put in execudotH and th<^ifired several guns without shot 
Captain Maxwell received U as a solute^ and retutned k widi btahk Siortl^^ 

HiMMaiesty's Ship however, shot passed by from junks and the fort You will readily^ sir^ conceive the 
Alceste. feelings of a Captain of a British man^Uf^wary who in this spot was Connaitting no act 
that could give oifenccy for the ship was below the place where the menNi^Mr usually 
anchor. One shot fired over the Chinese Commandant’s head silenced these warriors, 
and Captain Maxwell feeling pity for the men, acting most probably under strict orders, 
did not continue. The wind failing, and tide nearly down, the Alceste was compelled 
to anchor j and here I must observe, that a Merchant told me this morning that this 
step was reported to be in consequence of the active exertions of the squadron. In ' the 
evening the wind proving favourable, Captain Maxwell weighed anchor, for having found 
the Chinese so determinedly hostile, it became necessary to support die boiumr of the 
flag, and to maintain the privil^e granted to the Lion, by instantly proceeding within 
the Bogue. /fhe moment she weighed, a signal was made from the boats, '^nd lights 
displayed at all the feu'ts, with a shai^) cannonade from four forts, containing probably 80 
or 100 guns, two of which have been lately erected^ iieverai shot struck the Alceste, 
two of which ere at present in her bows, and it was impossible to carry forbearance any 
further. Captain Maxwell when sufficiently near the forts, about half a musket shot, 
poured in his broadside ; the lights disappeared in a moment, and little more was heard 
from those on the starboard ride; but a fort on the larboard, against which the guns 
could not be brought to bear, continued its fire for some time. The Alceste anchored 
at second bar without further molestation, and Captain Maxwell arrived in Cantcfi this 
morning. Thus for is a short statement of the movement of the Alceste, which will un- 
doubtedly give rise to many reports. We have now from the inferior Chinese accounts 
from three lo forty men killed ; but from the manner in which the Senior Merchants 
behaved yesterday, when they declared their ignorance of any firing having taken place, 
and their readiness to place the ship in any port, if she would retire in one day, I am 
led to believe they will not admit the firing, and that they would willingly hush up the 
encounter. This England cannot consent to, and believe me, sir, the acts of a Viceroy 
will ever continue arbitrary and unjust, if not properly resisted. The trade only re- 
quires a check on his conduct, and the extortion of other Mandarihs at Canton, and I 
trust the cautious, judicious and firm 4K>nduct of Captain Maxwell on this occasion, will 
lay the foundation of placing the Company’s trade on a steady footing, and receive that 
support from the Ministers and Court of Directors as will convince the Chinese the 
blo^ of Lord Anson still flows in the veins of Englishmen; I might be told, as Pre- 
sident of the Factory, these are not the sentiments I .should promulgate; in reply, I 
assert they are the sentiments held Tn prurate by eveiy man who has visited China in the 
last twenty years, and it is only to be regretted, the constant victqries gained by a 
few Supraoargoes should not have carried such conviction, as to make tliese sentiments 
more agreeable. I am aware they are not to be stated in a public letter, but as through- 
out life I have never disguised my opinions, I feel it my duty to convey them in some 
manner. 1 have lost my moist worthy father, and have not the honour of being inti- 
mately known lo any Director. That father introduced me to you, and taught me, sir, 

• to 



CHINA PArKns. 


nomE OF commons. 541 

to d^sgree chat has Induced me» in a mi:ldure of public and „ . 
private^ to convey tbo Actual state 6f things in Chino. Redrws ot' 

Kow$ good siri to the part we have taken in regard to the AlcCste. With the Grievances, Ac. 
Mei^anis I have dechmd ali mterference^ and referred them to her captain. Butj as vr ’ ^ • 
was mydutyi I privately warned Gaptatn Maxwell of the character of those he had to * '® Aicesu V 
deal withu > If he did not think the privilege established by the Lion, viz. entering the 
Bogue^ a sufficient point to be attempted whilst any risk of discussion existed, I suggested 
a plan of proceedings for remaining without the Bogue ; but if he conceived the Amba»> 
sador wished, and Iris own judgment determined him that it should be insisted upon, I 
then pointed out the fiiUacy of n^ociation, and that in China the act must be performed 
and afteiwards discussed. Had any formal application been made, it would have been 
refused ; not upon the laws of China, but the arbitrary pleasure of an hostile Viceroy, 
and any proceeding contrary to his expressed will and pleasure would have proved very 
serious. As it is, I do hope the Viceroy will discover his error throughout, and that no 
evil consequences may arise to cm* trade. In a fortnight I hope we may despatch some 
nf^jina sfrifli with the result From present appearances, 1 should boldly say, there is 
no cause for apprehenuon, but if L am mistaken, I should beg to plead, that the man 
who can, in China, decidedly prophecy the acts of the morrow, is unborn. A few more 
words on myself If these ideas should be held as too strong, I have only to request I 
may be judged by my public acts, and I feel confideiu that no chief under whom I have 
served will scruple to say, the Company never had a more zealous servant* Throughout 
ray conduct in this present discusvsion, I condemn myself for forbearance ; at the same 
time, I act from instructions, and have only the alternative of endeavouring to convince 
the Court, that absolute submission is not necessary. I trust I never shall be the cause 
of losing the trade, or, I hope, give tlie Company real cause to be offended with me. 

Again apologizing for intruding myself on you, 

I remain, dear Sir, your*s most faithfully, 

(Signed) Theos. J. Metcalfe. 


EX rRACT LETTER in the Secret Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Secret Committee of the Court of Directors, dated 4th December 
1816. 

Par. 2. Since we had last the honour to address the Honourable the Secret Com- 
mercial Committee by the, Cornwall, His Majesty’s ship Alceste has entered the river, 
and we beg to refer to our Public Consultations o6 the. 17th November for the state- 
ment^ whicli we receivetl from Captain Maxwell of his proceedings, and the hostile 
opposition of the forts at the Bogue, unjustifiable in its commencement, at Chunpee, 
and we are confident in no means warranted by any orders from his Imperial Majesty. 
When it was known that the Alceste, had entered the Bogue, we learnt that an Edict 
was published in the city, notifying tliat although unusual for King s vessels to enter 
tlie river, on tliis particular occasion permission had been granted. Such an assertion 

will 



( HINA papers. 

■ " will coBvinciiiig tw yottr H6]K>Rri^e 

ItcditLdf pl^fsed on any edict. ^ ^ .-vv, . . 
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was translated by Hr. Banikerman with 'the 

llis Majesty's Ship pleasure we notice the satisfaction expressed by Captain Maxweil of the^tnattner in 
Alceste. translation was made. The letter, was s^t through one of the tompradores 

to the head Merchant by Captain Maxwell/ with particular directions that he should 
deliver it with bis compliments. The Pre«adent bad previously in&rmed the Senior 
Merchants, that it would be delivered to them in this manner or by Captain Maxwell 
himself* It was at their own request that they became the bearers of the letter ; it 
however suited the purpose of Government that the Committee should be connected 
with this transaction, and consequently the Merchants did not scruple to assert they 
had received tlie letter from the President; our Compradore readily appeared before 
the Merchants, and declared that he had never mentioned Sir T. Metcalfe’s name, but 
stated the letter was delivered to him by Captain Maxwell Ptnqua and Puankhequa 
however firmly denied this, and claimed a riglit to belief from their both 
the assertion ; we are, however, confident the Compradore would not have ventured to 
appear before them in this manner, had he not strictly obeyed the injunctions given 
him. Any altercation must have led to a very serious dispute, but we have thought it 
our duty to report it to your Honourable Committee, as a proof of the deceits which 
are practised in all negociations with this Government 

4. This conduct came to our knowledge by our permitting Puankhequa to read an 
address from the Viceroy to the Merchants, which directed them to apprise the 
President for the information of the British Captain, of his answer to Captain 
Maxwell’s letter, the preamble of which stated the letter had been delivered to them 
by tlie President. In the course of die reading of this document, to which we had 
consented as a private communication, we fully discovered their intention of reporting 
to the Viceroy that his orders had been obeyed; we therefore stopped tlieir further 
proceedings, and we trust your Honourable Committee will approve of our determina- 
tion not to interfere in this discussion. 

5. Jt appeared by tine extracts read to us, that the Viceroy had omitted such parts of 
Captain Maxwells’ letter, the ternis which might cither be offensive to the Govern- 
ment, or more particularly pointed out the unjustifiable acts of hostility ; the defence 
set up for the conduct of the officers of the forts was alleged to arise from the hasty 
proceeding in entering the Bogue, which did not permit the receipt of his orders, said 
to have been published on that very day, in llie Edict to which we have alluded in the 
2d Paragraph. We do not hesitate to express our firm belief that no success would 
have attended negociation, and that but for the judicious and firm conduct of Captain 
Maxwell, the privilege granted in*1793^oiiM hot have been preserv^^ 

6. Although we had informed the Merchants no Captain in His Majasi^V Nivy, 
employed on so important a mission, could receive an answer addi'c^d to M^^chahts, 
they proceeded to visit Captain, Maxwell, >vho, as expected, refused to see them.' They 
afterwards sealed the paper, and sent it by a Compradore, which was retiirried, and on 
oyr pointing out the impropriety of such a proceeding, they declare^ the brder f>6m 
the Viceroy is so positive, that they must endeavour, by all means in their powhr, to 

obtain 
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obtain iu receptions we have assured them this is unavajlingf andiif the answer is not 
given in a respectful manner, it is not required, but Captain Maxwell will probably 
again address the Viceroy. The Lyra brig anchored at the second bar without molesta- 
tion ; pilots were offered, and every mark of attention sliown on passing through the 
fiogue. 


(16 )-DISOUSSIONS WITH THE GOVERNMENT OF CANTON.-SEASON 1817-ia. 

EX TRAC r LE TTER in the Public Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 

of Supracargoes at Canton to the Court of Directors, dated 8th December 1817. 

Par. 62. In the course of last summer, an attack, of an unusually daring and 
atrocious nature, was made by a party of Chinese upon the American ship Wabash, 
whi le a tJ^Jichor in Macao Roads, by which several American seamen were killed, 
property in opium, dollars and articles of lesser value, was carried off. We deemed it 
proptjr to address tlie Government upon this occasitm, to give weight to the representa- 
tions of the Consul of the United States upon a subject which involved the interests of 
all foreign nations trading to China. A number of the robbers were shortly arrested, 
together with considerable part of their booty : three of the former urulerwent capital 
punishment at Canton ; the opium being a prohibited article was ordered to be 
destroyed, but the money was restored to the commander of the ship, who was called 
before the Quangchow Foo, and dismissed with a reprimand for appearing upon the 
coast of China with a prohibited article, by which he had subjected himself to a punish- 
ment, though it was remitted in this instance as an act of clemency. 

63. 'I'he captains of the country ships then recently arrived appealed to us for 
instructions for their guide : the question was one of peculiar delicacy. Nations in 
general must be admitted to possess the right of regulating their commerce according to 
their separate views of policy ; but Chiua forms an exception to civilized countries, 
u4iere trade is regulated by treaties. Foreigners have, equally with natives, the 
protection of the laws. When custom is invariably referred to by one party as the rule 
of action, it is but equitable that the advantages of that test should be reciprocal. 
Viewed in a prudential light, the admission of the novelty attempted to be imposed by 
the Merchants was greatly to be deprecated, as the records of the official year 1800-01 
prove, that a conspiracy to attach the charge of smuggling to an obnoxious Hong is 
within the ingenuity of the Chinese. Upon reviewing the circumstances likely to arise 
from die admission of the bond by foreigners, we resolved to oppose the measure 
rigorously, issued orders to the commanders of all country ships, forbidding the 
signature of any such instrument ; after a con^derable delay, and some correspondence 
with the Merchants, the measure was abandoned by them, and trade resumed as 
formerly. 

64. Transactions had scarcely taken their usual course, when threats of an intention 
on the part of the Chinese Government to search all ships in the river, occasioned a 
second appeal to our Board from the captains of country ships. The same reasoning 
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which against general principles justifies opp^^o^ to the enactments of tbisGovern- 
mentf in the instance mentioned ab6ve» imposed it as a duQr upon us to manifest a 
determination to unite the force of the Bfitisli trade» to resist an innovation which 
would entail very serious impediments upon the trade between India and China. The 
removal of His Majesty’s frigate Orlando from Lintin to Chunpee, joined with the 
publicity of the resolution to resist a searchi we believe had a due effect) and the 
apprehensions of the attempt being made gradually disappeared. 


(17.)-DISCUSSIONS WITH THE GOVERNMENT OF CANTON.-SBASON 1820-1821. 

Chinese killed by an Officer of the Company’s Ship London. 

LETTER from the SELECT COMMITTEE at Canton to the Secret Committee of 
the Honourable Court of Directors, dated 7th December 1820. 

Par. 1. We avail ourselves of the departure of the American ship Ophelia, bound 
direct to Cowes, to address your Honourable Committee previously to our closing our 
despatches lo England by the Honourable Company’s ships Orwell and Scaleby Castle, 
which will sail in a few days. 

2 . We think this indispensably necessary lest information from other quarters should 
be received in England before those ships arrive, which may create alarm and appre* 
hension lo the Honourable Court, from the unfortunate occurrence of a Chinese having 
been killed at Whampoa on the 27th ultimo, whereby we have been involved in a dis- 
cussion with this Government, and which at one time led us to apprehend the most 
serious embarrassment to the Honourable Company’s trade in China. 

3. As your Honourable Committee will very shortly be in possession of our detailed 
proceedings, we shall confine ourselves to a brief statement of the facts which caused this 
unfortunate occurrence, the steps adopted by the Chinese authorities in consequence, 
and tlie remarkable and singular circumstances which have been fortunately combined 
to bring about a favourable and speedy termination of the difficulties which have 
threatened the Honourable Company’s interests at this port ; the details of our pro- 
ceedings upon this important subject we shall forward by the Honourable Company’s 
ships Orwell and Scaleby Castle. 

4. 0*1 the 27tli ultimo a boat from the Honourable Company’s ship London, with 
Mr. Pigott, fifth officer, and six mcn^ proceeded up a branch of the river some distance 
from the shipping, for the purpose of procuring water; during their pa^geup to the 
watering place, as appears from the depositions of the seamen, they were assaulted with 
Stones, and also experienced (as is*but tbo common) much abusive language from the 
(hinese on the banks of the river; a ship’s musket had been unfortunately put into the 
boat, and Mr. Pigott, in order to intimidate the Chinese, on one occasion discharged 
it loaded with peas in the direction of a party consisting of men and boys who were thus 
irritatiiM^ him ; after an interval he loaded the gun with what is supposed he believed 
Avas^ a Hank cartridge, and pn another occasion of abuse and much pelting, lie discharged 

it 
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it a second time so loikded, intendinlf to fire it over the heads of the'insulting parties ; it 
appears he was not aware that he had struek any of the Chinese by these shots; and it 
is stated by the seamen in the boat that they conceived no dangerous consequences had 
ensued. Having completed their watering trip, they returned late at night to the 
London. 

5. It has since appeared that both these shots took eiFect, the first by slightly wound- 
ing three boys, and the last by occasioning the death of a man. 

6. Some Chinese who were near the spot at the lime, in order to ascertain who were 
those who shot the man, pursued the London’s boat, and having traced l)or alongside, 
proceeded at once to the Mandarin of the di<^trict, and lodged a complaint against that 
ship, with all the circumstances of this unfortunate event ; the result of this was an offi- 
cial communication from the Puan-bu-Hien to the Merchants, recapitulating the cir- 
cumstances, and directing immediate inquiry to be made for the offenders, and the 
nation to which they belonged* This official document, dated on the 2d December, 
was communicated to us by the Merchants on the morning of the 29th ultimo, and was 

Arit unfortunate occurrence. 

7. The delay that thus occurred before we were made acquainted with the circum- 
stance, and the advanced progress the affair had arrived at in the knowledge of the offi- 
cers of Government, rendered it difficult, if not impossible, to silence its further progress 
by pecuniary bribes, but we lost no time in trying their efficacy, and succeeded so far 
with the family of the deceased Chinese, in quieting the expression of their feelings, and 
neutralizing their evidence, ns to make it appear this unfortunate occurrence was 
wholly unintentional; and we sent off an express to Macao for Dr, Morrison, who 
was absent with our permission, but whose immediate presence now became indis- 
pensable* 

8. As we were assured a discussion with the Government was inevitable, and that 
their demand for an investigation into the affair and surrender of tlie offending party 
would be peremptory, we Io.st no time on the 30th ultimo in appointing a Comruitlee of 
Commanders, to proceed instantly to Whampoa to inquire into the circumstances, and 
make a report of their proceedings to us in writing. 

9 . On the 1st instant the Puan YucHeen, Magistrate of the Wliampoa district, pro- 
ceeded down to Whampoa, and, with the accustomed formality, held an inquest on the 
body of the deceased Chinese; and having completed the depositions taken on this 
occasion, he forwarded his report to the higher authorities; it arrived in due course to 
the knowledge of the Viceroy, who, jointly with the Hoppo, issued an Edict addressed 
to the Merchants, dated the 2d instant, requiring them without delay to acquaint the 
lingl^sh Chief with these occurrences, and directing instant measures to be taken for 
investigating the affair, and apprehending the offender. This Edict was communicated 
to us privately the same evening, and on the following morning, the 3d instant, we 
received it from the Merchants officially, it was also coupled with another Edict from 
the Puan-yue-been, stating that the business now assumed a more atrocious aspect, for 
il had been ascertained that three boys bad been wounded on the 27th ultimo, besides 
the Chinese who had been shot; it further added, that as this affair was traced to have 
been committed by persons belonging to the London, all commercial intercourse %oul(l 
be suspended with that ship until the offending parties were delivered over to them Wr 
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trial and judgment { no suspension, bowery of \tiie general commercial intercourse, 
or interdiction to the departure of ships took piaob^ 

10. From the Report of the Committee of Commanders we could obtain but very 
vague information as to the facts which led to this unfortunate affair, but we received 
the certain intelligence that Mr. Pigott, the fifth officer of the Loudon, was missing, 
and we have since learnt that he absconded on the 1st instant. 

J 1. Immediately on receiving this intelligence, we directed strict search, to be made 
for Mr pigott in all British ships in the port, with directions for his apprehension, 
which however proved fruitless. 

12. Dr. Morrison arrived at Canton on the 3d, and by his valuable assistance and 
thorough knowledge of the Chinese language, we were speedily put in full possession of 
the tenor of the demands made by this Government; but as on so important and serious 
a subject it would be imprudent to be precipitate in our reply to the Viceroy, we 
informed the Merchants we must deliberate upon it, and form an answer on the follow* 
ing day. 

13. Altliough Mr. Pigott's having absconded relieved us from all apptehgSsion ol' 
the necessity that might otherwise have existed for our submitting to his being examin^, 
and perhaps convicted of an offence which our laws might probably consider as man- 
slaughter, hut which those of China would treat as capital, we were unavoidably exposed 
to great difficulties and embarrassments ; for the idea of a criminal having escaped, how* 
ever great the opportunity afforded him for so doing, was an occurrence which the 
C'hinese authorities could never publicly avow as possible. 

14. In this dilemma, while delilierating on the measures it would be necessary for us 
to .adopt, an event took place on board the Honourable Company’s ship Duke of York, 
at Whampoa, as unexpected in its occurrence as it was likely to prove favourable in its 
consequences in putting an immediate termination to our difficulties, 

J5. An express reached Canton late on the night of the 3d instant, informing the 
President that on that day, shortly after an officer and party were on board the Duke of 
York charged with our orders to search after and detain Mr. Pigott, the butcher of that 
ship had suddenly cut his throat with a razor, and instantly expired. The first idea tiiat 
suggested itself to the officers at Whampoa was to carry the corpse of this unfortunate 
man to the London, and affirm that it was the remains of the fifth officer of that ship. 
It was finally, however, arranged that no measure should he uken without our previous 
knowledge. 

16. We determined upon ordering that the body should not be removed from the 
Duke of York ; for great as the temptation was to avail ourselves of this most singular 
and remarkable coincidence to delude the Chinese Government with the idea that the 
pefson who liad thus committed suicide was actually one of the persons in the London's 
bout on the 27th ultimo, and thatjie Imd been induced to commit violence upon him- 
^t!lf from the dread of his impending f^e, and a sense of deep reiporse at the unfor- 
tunate events of timt day, we did not conceive it would be consistent either with our 
own feelings or the character necessary to be maintained by the representatives of the 
British nation in this country, to affirm in writing a statement not founded in truth. 

17. As, however, the Chinese Government might choose to avail tliemselves of such 
;i subterfuge (and we were informed the Viceroy would gladly embrace it), we considered 
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it our duty, under the cmbarrassiiients we might otlwwi^ be plated in, to facilitate 
rather than impede an inference to be drawn from the above circumstances which 
might enable them to satisfy the forms of justice. 

18. We accordingly, on the 4th instant, addressed a short note to the Merchants, die 
substance of which, at their request, on the subsequent day, we embodied in an address 
to the Viceroy, copy of which we have the honour to enclose, and which we trust will 
meet with the approbation of your Honourable Committee. 

19. The result of the letter we thus addressed to his Excellency was an cruder from 
him for the Quang*chow-foo, and two Mandarins of rank, to proceed with the Merchants 
to Whampoa, to investigate the causes which led to the suicide of the butcher, and to 
investigate the boat’s crew of the London. 

20. On the 6tl> instant the above-named officers of Government proceeded on board 
the Duke of York on duty, and having examined the corpse of the butcher, and 
satisfied themselves that he had himself put a period to his existence, they summoned 
the six seamen who were in the London’s boat on the 27th ultimo before them, for 
th e^^;^ }ix p oife of obtaining their evidence as to the facts of the occurrences of that 
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day. 

21. This evidence, with a statement of all that took place on board the Duke of 
York before the Mandarins, is fully detailed in our records, which will be forwarded by 
the Honourable Company’s ship Orwell, having been communicated to us by Mr. 
Smith, wWb, in conjunction with Captains Larkins, Patterson, and Adams, had been 
directed by us to be present. 

22. Referring your Honourable Committee to these records, we shall refrain in the 
present desfiatch from entering more fully into the evidence, further than to state that, 
as expected, it was entirely fabricated for the occasion, and having been corroborated 
by the six seamen, and the friends of the deceased Chinese having satisfied the forms 
of justice, the Mandarins left the ship. 

23. Thus has the Honourable Company's Trade been relieved from serious impending 
embarrassments, although we cannot, strictly speaking, justify the means adopted to 
bring about this favourable issue, we trust, with the knowledge we possessed of tlie 
Chinese officers of Government being willing to lend tljernselves to the deception, that 
we shall not incur the disapprobation of your Honourable Committee for countenancing 

an expedient which has thus speedily brought about a termination of the difficulties ^ 
which threatened the Honourable Company’s interest in this port. 


EXTRACT LETTER in the Secret Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEli 

at Contoii to the Honourable Court of Directors, dated 29th December 1820. 

• 

Par. 6. SHOftTtT after'the termination of flie discussions respecting the death of the 
Chinese, it was intimated to us by Pinqua that it might be a very politic measure to 
expedite as much as possil^e the departura of the London and Duke of York, Tlio 
force of this suggestion was immediately acknowledgctl, and it has since derived addi- 
tional confirmation from a trifling occurrence a few days ago, which, however, lias 
fortunately failed of the intended object. 


7. We 
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— ~ 7* We are infonlied that a mihtaty gtadiwt^ reeently returned from Fekm, on 

hearing of the proceedings in the late case Of homicide* conspired with three or four 
(irimuw, &c. other to reverse the proceedings, on die ground that the man who committed 

* ’ suicide was not the murderer ; toeflFect this they sought out the aged father of the 

DiscuMions deceased Chinese, and instructed him to write out a declaration that he was not satisfied 
with Canton proceedings* Whilst engaged in preparing this document, the Whampoa 

Season82^2K magistrate (the Pwan-yu-heen), suddenly came upon the party and seized Uiem. He 
Death of a Chinese, obtained from the old man an a&mation that he had been miited to write the statement 
in question, and taught 1k>w to word it; and upon a report being made to the Fooyuen, 
he ordered that the parties implicated should be prosecuted with rigour, as exciters to 
litigation. 

12. The late attempt to revive the proceedings, has, no doubt, originated in the hope 
of extorting money from the persons connected with the foreign trade. We trust, 
however, that as the attempt has met the decided reprobation of the Fooyuen, no 
further molestation need be apprehended from any persons in this district ; and both 
the ships, as also Mr. Pigott, will have been removed before any advices can 
from Pekin on the subject. 


(180-COMPANY’S TRADE S'J’OPFED BY THE CANTON GOVERNMENT, JM OON8E- 
QHENCE OF SOME CHINESE BEING KILLED BY PART OF THE CREW OF 
HIS MAJKSTY’.S SHIP TOPAZE. 

EXTRACT LETTER in the Public Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Court of Directors, dated 2d January 1822. 

Stojipagc of Par. 2. In the letter which we had the honour to address to the Honourable the 
'onijjan vV Trade. Secret Committee on the 24th instant, by the packet of the Windsor (duplicate of which 
wc now enclose), we stated the unpleasant occurrence which had taken place at Lintin 
between His Majesty’s ship Topaze and the Chinese inhabitants of that island, and 
which lias resulted in the death of two of the Chinese. 

3. The particulars of the affair were communicated by a report from Mr. Hamilton, 
the first Lieutenant of the Topaze, to Captain Richardson, a copy of whicli was handed 
to us by the latter officer, with a letter from himself to us on the occasion. Copies of 
these letters were made numbers in the Windsor’s packet, and we have now tlie honour 
to forward duplicates of tliem, together with copies of the most important documents 
which have passed on tliis occasion. 

4. As soon as the Windsor was laden and ready for sea, we deemed it prudent to gel 
her out of the river without delay. Considering it however imporl;antto have it in our 
power, if possible, to furnish the Honourable Court by her with information of the pro- 
liable result of the unpleasant event which liad occurred, we considered it advisable to 
detain her a few days at Lintin for that purpose, and she lias accordingly remained at 
that anchorage, waiting our final despatch to England. As the lading of the Repulse 
and Farquhurson has since been effected, and tbeir grand chops have not been withheld, 
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we hare it in contemplation to despatch the Windsor forthwith, and shall have the honour 

to forward by her the whole of the proceedings of the Lintin affair, p ^ ' 

5. When in the early stage of the unpleasant affair at Lintin, we ascertained that the Grievances 

Honourable Company’s concerns were likely to be involved in consequence, we were ’ 

anxiously engaged in pointing out to the local government, through the medium of the Stopf^e of 
Merchants, the injustice of implicating tlie Honourable Company’s affairs in a trans^ Company s Trade, 
action wherein His Majesty’s ship alone had been engaged, in repeating what we had on of a Chinese, 
so many occasions already stated, how totally unconnected we were with the King’s ships, 

and how completely and positively they wore beyond our authority and control ; and 
that therefore we trusted we should be exempted from all embarrassment on this account. 

6. We regretted to find all our endeavours in this mode unavailing, and as soon there- 
fore as the suspension of our trade was officially announced to us, we considered it proper 
to address the Viceroy a temperate representation of the situation in which we were 
placed. 

7. Your Honourable Court will perceive, by the Edict of the Viceroy issued in reply 

that our appeal to him failed in producing the desired effect, and 
that his Excellency (who is at this time holding in himself jrro tempore the seals of office 
of Viceroy, Fooyuen, and Hoppo) has unequivocally declared, that he holds the iionuur- 
able Company’s representatives responsible for the affair at Lintin. 

8. The tone and temper assumed by the Viceroy, and the footing on which he con- 
.siders the affair, are fully manifested by his Edicts on the occasion, and we are concerned 
to say the trade continues suspended, nor is it in our power at this period to surmise 
what is likely to be the result of the very embarrassing’ situation in which we are placed., 

\h We beg to assure your Honourable Court, that every possible exertion on our part 
shall be used to remove the difficulties in which wc have been unfortunately placed. 


liXTRACT LETTER in the Public Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
• at Canton to the Court of Directors, dated 5th January 1822. 

Par. 4. By the Windsor, wo have now the honour lo forw^ard the w hole of our proceed- 
ings thus far relative to the uiiplcaSfint occurrence at Lintin, whereby your Honourable 
Court will fully perceive the very embarrassing situation in which the Honourable Com- 
])ciuy’s affairs and representatives have been placed on tliat account, and tlie pertinacity 
with which the Viceroy of Canton continues to hold them responsible for the transactions 
nf lii.s Majesty’s ship. 

5. We have been daily encouraging the hope, that the Viceroy might be induced to 
relax in his very unreasonable demands, and that he would besides have deputed an otfietT 
uf Government to the fopaze, for the purpose of negotiating the existing difficulties with 
Captain Richardson himself, a measure, the propriety of which we have most earnestly 
pointed out to the Merchants, and one which your Honourable Court will perceive we 
suggested to the Viceroy, in our address to him of the 29th ultimo, and which we have 
agiiin requested of him in our address of yesterday. 


6. Finding 
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6. Finding' that all our efforts to extricate auc^dves from our very embarrassing situ- 
ation were vain, and as it is impossible to calculate on what conduct the Viceroy may not 
pursue in his present tone and temperj we considered the period had arrived when some 
actual steps should be taken on our part, which would manifest to the Chinese our deter- 
mination to resist, by the best means in our power, the injustice of their demands. 

7. We have, therefore, applied through the Merchants for tlie usual permission to 
embark the Honourable Company’s treasure, and have fixed on Monday next, the 7th 
instant, for sending it down to the Honourable Company’s ships at Whampoa, and boats 
from the several ships will accordingly be ordered up for the conveyance of the treasure 
on that day. 

8. It is impossible to say what may be the effect of this measure, but should no advance 

from die Chinese tow’ards an adjustment of the j)resoTit difficulties arise from it, and 
affairs continue in their present posture, wc shall at least have the satisfaction of placing 
the Honourable Company’s property out of difficulty and danger, and, consequently, 
be loss shackled should circumstances unfortunately compel us to resort to ulterior mea- 
aures. ^ ^ ^ 

9. Not having heard from Captain Richardson, wc arc unaware of what, his intentions 
are, and without some knowledge of them it is imiiossiblc for us to come to any fixed 
dcterminalion as to the line of conduct to be pursued. Your Honourable Court, how- 
ever, may rely, that wc sliall not adopt any precipitate measures, 

JO. In conscqueiioc of the two Edicts of the Viceroy of the 31st ultimo* and the 2d 
instant, W'e have considered it advisable to try the effect of another temperate address to 
him, and we shall feel exceedingly rejoiced if it produces any alteration in the Viceroy’s 
present inflexible conduct ; two or three days, however, may, in all probability, elapse 
before this can be ascertained. 


EXTRACT LETTER in the Public Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Court of Directors, dated IGth January 1R22. 

Par. 1. OuR last address to your Honourable Court was dated on the .''Mb in.stant,* at 
which period wc eutertaiiied hopes that our address to his Excellency the Viceroy of Can- 
ton of the 11th instant, might have brought about some arrangement that would lead to 
a termination of tlui unfortunate discussions in which we have been inv( Jved with the local 
authorities of this province, in consequence of the affair at Lint in. 

2. It is with n?grcl we have to observe, that his Excellency has remained unmoved by 
our representations, and instead of listening to our suggestions of deputing some officer 
of Government to confer with Captain Richardson, has persisted in his unjust demands, 
and evinced the most inflexible determination in all his Edicts, either to have the mur- 
derers (as he terras them) delivered up^from the Topaze for trial and judgment, or to 
hold us itidiridually responsible, should they be withheld any longer by Captain 
Richardson. 

3, This threatening language of his Excellency the Viceroy, so uudeviatingly persisted 
in and so often repeated, at length compelled us, for our more perfect security, to retire 

• to 
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4/ Tha deeigive ni^ii^^ Ratdhg retired from Canton, coupl^ 

with thdtempeWe hul'firmiiw^^ Wr^plaitii^ our reasbns for so doing ti> 

hia Execllehcy die VSc^y, ihduWd that Mdndarin to reconsider thV irhhtivos whicli Hud 
dictated his conduct towards us, and on the day following our departure, he directed the 
Merchants to prhceed to Whumpoa, and verbally assure us that the threat of our per- 
sonal responsibility would no longer be insisted upon ; but having great reason to dis- 
tiredit the assertions of the Merchants, we re<|uired them to bring us a written reply to 
our address to his Excellency the Viceroy of the 10th instant, befbre we could be induetHl 
to think of returning to Canton, or indeed to listen to any overtures^ 

^ JJt ,^l«rthc 12lh instant the Merchants again returned to us, bringing with them an 
Edict, addressed to them by the Viceroy, for onr information, the purport of which was 
to remove the threat of personal responsibility from us; but still to hold it over the Com- 
pany’s trade, in the event of tlie foreign murderers” from Captain Richardson’s ship 
not being forthcoming for trial and judgment. 

C. The tenor of this communication, written with the view to bring us back to Canton, 
but evincing in plain terms a determination to renew the discussion, and again to inter- 
dict the trade, was not sufficient to induce us to alter our resolution of proceeding down 
the river ; wc accordingly have arrived With the whole of the Honourable Company’s 
sliips at this anchorage ; but before adopting further measures, wc shall await the reply 
of the Viceroy to our letter of tlie i3th instant> in answer to his communieatioii above 
alluded to. 

7. Wo have reason to expect that this letter to his Excellency, when he secs tlie entire 
impossibility of our acting in tho settlement of the Lintin aiiuir, may have the effect of 
inducing him to depute some otficer of Government to confer with Cuptuin Kiehardson, 
and thus devise some method of accommodation. The Merchants left us on the 13th 
instant, iniemling by every nieuus in their power to recommend this course of proceeding 
to his Excellency the Viceroy, and we are in great hopes that b) this means tho present 
unpleassmt discussion may speedily be brought to a close, and tlml we may be enabled to 
resume our commercial transactions witliout risk of further impediment, 

8. W'e feel it impossible to convey to your Honourable C’ourt in the sliort compass (T 
a letter all the r^soning and argument which has governed our conduct throughout this 
very arduous and important, negociation, we therefore respectfully beg to refer your 
Honourable Court to TO detailed account of our proceedings, which we now forw^ard 
per the llihiburable Company’s ship W' iiidsor, from tlie period of their commencing 
(IMi’Det^inbeflast) to the present datej and from this Statement” your Uom.urable 
Court will be enabled to form an accurate idea of the very embarrassing situation in 
u Inch we llave been placed. 
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Grievances, &c» * at C^utcn to tlie Coui*t of ' ■ ■ 

par. 2. Bt th6 lElbni^ralile Company^ ah^ Fer^uliarBOn,' «ot deem it 

' I /n. ' ^ advisable to detain any longer in China, we now transmit a continuatioii of Out proceed* 
eat 10 ^Chinese. presetit dat6 ;^ and it is with sincere te^t we heveioiJ^brm yb^Honour- 

able Court, "that, «o far from any* tenihmation of our diiscussioiis haVing heen^^^^ 
with the Canton (JoVetnment, we have been reduced to 'the necessity of removing the 
honourable Company’s ships through the Bocca Tigris, as the, Viceroy has aj^rently 
placed such an insuperable bar to all hope of accommodation, by exacting conditions 
which it is utterly impossible for us to perform. 

3. So far from the Viceroy’s acquiescing in the request wfe made to him, of deputing 
some authorised officer of Government to confer with Captain Richardson, w6 had the 
mortification to receive froni that Mandarin a repetition of his unjust demands, expressed 
in the most unequivocal terms, in his Edict to the Hong Merchants for our infiMaeatifiA- 
under date the 16th January. 

4. The Hong Merchants, when they delivered this document into our hands, expressed 
their regret at the unfavourable terms iu which it was couched ; but they assured us, that 
jJthough the Viceroy was compelled in his official papers to persist in his demands, he 
was in reality desirous to avail himself of any opening by which he could, with the 
appearaiuje of propriety, adjust the present embarrassing discussion ; and with this view 
the Hong Merchants suggested to us t.ho expediency of using our inffucnce with Captain 
Richardson, to persuade him, in-compliance with the allusion made in the latter pai't of 
the Viceroy’s Edict of the 16th instant, to address us, signifying his inability to settle 
the Lin tin affair; but that he would, on his rctuni to England, report it to his Sove- 
reign, when il would be prosecuted according to law'. 

5. Although former, and indeed daily experience, has taught us tliat no reliance is 
to be placed in the assertions of . the Merchants ; and although we had iu the outset of 
the present discussion most positively declared that we could not interfere between Cap- 
tain Richardson and the Cliincsc auiliorities in an affair so peculiarly tlieir own, we were 
induced, in consideration of the vast importance attending an adjustment of the Lintin 
affair, to credit the assertions of the Merchants, and to depart from the ground we had 
originally taken, by consenting, in compliance with their suggestions, to address Captain 
Richardson, stating their proposition, and leaving it to his judgment to acfjuiesce in it 
or not. 

6. Captain Richardson, willing to avaiL himself of any opening by which he could, 
consistently with his duty, bring about a renewal of the suspended commerce of the 
Company, consented to comply with the^suggestion of the Hong Merchants, and wrote 
us a letter founded thereon, which we lost no time iu incorporating in a l^ter to the 
Hong Merchants, and delivered into their hands; 

7. The Hong Menihants wished us to address this letter to the Vieeroy ; but to this 
we could not consent, as that Mandarin had placed our correspohdenee under such; 're- 
strictions, by his Edicl'of the 16th instant, that any address to him wbtild be quite un- 
availing 
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instant, eiiclp^g 

8. ^e jhWehjtion of the Ciiinese neyr bn the 23d instant, prevented duniHJceiviljg ‘ Stoppage of 
ady olficiw cotpkiunication in reply to our address to the Viceroy fotvseveral diys j but 
(M\1h^ 2$th instant/ die Me^^^ Wie dowu 4o the second bar, bringing with . avune 

thetft ah Ecliict tp their diidress froth me.ykeroy, und^r date the^22d instant, which pur-^ * 
ported to ho an ahsiyer to bur last addrm to, that Mandarin,' the tenor ^of* which, »whilc ’ 
it clearly proved the falsity of the StercfiantV suggestions, was hothiiig more than a rei- . 
terhtion of the unjust deihancls of* tfio Vicefoy, . * • ■, 

, 9. , tender such clrciftnStances, and considering it* but taq'evident (rom the ^general tenqr 

of his Edict, tliat the Viceroy was decidedly averse to any stirt of accoinmbdatibu of the 
existing ditecultios, w^e determined', conformably with our resolution drawn up pn the 7tli 
instant, lo*adopt the determination tbeii contemplated of removing our ships througli the 
Bocca TWisFj and accordingly we pi'opedcd with the whole of the Company’s ships 
li** ough*!hat passage without molestation, and reached this anchorage the eveniug of the 
25th instant. ' . . 

10. Wo beg to assure' your Honourable Court,, that wo arc fully sensible of the re- 
sponsibility we have incurred in adopting the decisive measure of moving the Honourable 
Company’s ships through the Bocca Tigris ; but we were prepared, if necessary, to lake 
this responsibility upon ourselves, from a conviction, after the fruitless termination of 
every other possible expedient, that this step was far more likely to convince the C hinese 
Government of the firmness of our intentions, and, consct^ueuily, infinitely better caUb- 
latcd to bring about aii accommodation, if they were really desirous of preserving our 
commerce, than the measure of our remaining inactive ami undecided at the second bar. 

11. Under this conviction we have removed the Honourable Company’s ships to this 
anchorage; and, we trust, this more decisive measure may jndiico (he Viceroy at last to 
relax in his unjust and unreasonable demands ; should this measure not produce siudi a 
result, it will then remain for our deliberate and serious consideration what further mea- 
sures to adoj)t in our present most embarrassing situation, 

12. Although the inconvenience attending the entire suspension of this valuable com- 

merce must be very considerable during the interval that must elapse before a reference 
to higher authorities can adjust the existing embarrassments, wc conceive tliat our footing 
in this country must be greatly ameliorated by such reference, and the permanent inte- 
terests of the Honourable Company mid the British nation far better secured, w hile, at 
the same time, the heavy responsibility incurred by the Viceroy will, in its consequences, 
be the means’ of deterring liis succcss<jrs from that indiscriminate use of the suspension of 
our commerce, $6 fr^ueutly and unjustly employed b^ this Government as a means to 
obtain their wishes on almost every occasion. • * 

13. Under eucli ariew of our present very embarrassing situation, we have not scrupled 
to act fully to the principles laid dow n, when wc adopted the resolution of quitting 
Cknton bn the Ilth instant; and, in order that our measures sliould appear firm and con- 
sisleht in the eyes of the Chinese, wo made arrangements the day following our arrival 

4 B 2 Mt 
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H. While %S 0 frr?ingctocnts liava, be^p .rawy^J^tcfljig^ fofopgh 

rV p*^*^^* private chatmpb fodiii Cantoftj that ibe,»cnfliatio» prpduwd'thcrpby^.the 4<?BarforC;,of the 
‘ P^iUapese* l|^Jlio^rabfo pompanyV sWps pi^i^de the %paiT^isj^^yery 

might shortly eipecltp^rcceivc nom fufthpr prpB(^itiop ftpi]p4hp,C^^ . . 

15. pu tho 2iith the ^itihauts^acpoiqR^ by tbpjeildef .Cfoin^u^iL^ paine pu 
hoard the Waterloo, we’regret to s»ij% without official authority fo,opi^er M(i^i; Os^fr^ 
the Government, but merely with the view of making some propositioi^ to us, which, in 
their opinion,, might speedily terminate the present discussion. 

10. We have already ^stated to your. Honourable Court how little the assertions and 
stiggcsliotts of the Me«*yut»are to berelied:upoii« We considered it our duty, how* 
ever, to attend patiently to any proposition they bed to make, and, if possible, to com- 
ply with it. Their proposal now was that we should persuade Captain KAat^son, to 
assert that two seamen had absconded from the Topaao, an assertion which, ip their o]^- 
nion, the Government would readily avail thoraso}vcBOf to adjust the dispute, by charging 
those two men with, the guilt in the Lintin affair. 

17 . Sudi a proposition, it is needless to state to your Honourable Court, was instantly 
repelled as inadmissible, inasmuch as llie. assertion must come from Captain Richard- 
son ; and we felt convinced that officer would never acquiesce in maknig one which would 
not only be devoid of truth, but w'oidd also b^ an ^cquivoco!! admission of culpability, 

18. We then applied to the Merchants to know if they would bo the bearers of a 

letter from Captain Richardson to the Viceroy, and upon their assenting to die proposi- 
tion, we informed them that we had no doubt h*it that he would gladly avail himself of 
that opportunity to recapitulate die facts attendmg the Lintin affair, in which he would 
satisfactorily remove from the mind of the Government a false impression that had gone 
abroad respecting that unfortunate affair luiving been repeated a second day ; and wc as- 
sured the Merdiants, that had the Viceroy, in the £i‘st instance, coftdescendod to receive 
Captain Ricliardson’s statements, and given them that credit they were entitled to, sdeh 
an impression never could have existed. Wp further stated,^ tfaat on their faking charge of 
a letter from Captain Richardson to thoViceroy, tiiey ? 9 sust proini^e us th^ would dclivoi* 
it unopened to that Mandapin. : v _ 

19. The Merchants stated that it was currently believed the seamen of th^, Xopaze 

went on shore a second day, and connnitted acts of violence upon the natlv es iu cool 
blood; but if this could be disproved the affair might be satMaotoriJy terminated, for the 
Chinese law made a great distinction, in such cases; Ijhey thei^fore ednsaut^^ to lake a 
letter from Captain Richardson, agd dehver it unopened fo theVicerj;^, .provided we 
could assure them it contained an explanition of >lhiil important fact^^ : . ^ : 

20. We of course had no hesitation in giving tbit assurancci and ^Captain Riehardeon 
has drawn up a letter this day to the desired with which ;tl|B Merchants have de- 
parted for Canton ; and they seem to think it probable font the 'Tkiereyft ^n.fo stt^ngtb 
of it, will depute an officer of Government on board the frigate to confer with Captain 

* Richardson 
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Rk&ardtiew bn <iii point, and It&at .the bntinfessi wil! be odt aatlsfac- 

tioriibnd^<be’lNfl*bWiVof‘teCoii^Hy'8ti<mabbW ' 

21. We he»i* th,iis bnefly reeapitidatedto yburHodowable C(H>rtlElfea*aBb (rf’ Ota* dis- 
cussioas with the Canton Govemnient, frMu'i^e period of the sailmg of the Windsor to 
the pittfeht date ; a more tryinj^ and anxidtlbpenfod'^ we will venture to aissert^^tvas borer 
eicperieii6ed, but we have gVeat Stitisfaetiott 'in tedcelitt^ that thronghOiil dtis btnbarttatjt? 

ttbgbcktion> irMle ts'b bare etbadfl]!^ rebistt^ everjrnnjuit deinanii; we have uitifoMify 
availed burseftts of ev^ su^lbstioti tending to l«stbrh the suspended eomitietce of Ihb 
HcMtotarable CbinpanjredM tto eouM adopt with a- due regard to'thef'prinfeiples of ttvith, 
coniiistbhejr and hbnotir, • : 
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EXTRACT LRrrBR h the Public Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Court of Directors^ dated 7th February 1822. 

^ Par. 3f Ik our last Despatch we stated to your Honourable Cotirt that the Mer- 
chants had consented to deliver a letter from Captain Richardson to the Viceroy, reca- 
pitulating the facts attending the Lintin affair, and explaining away the erroneous im- 
pression entertained by the Chinesse of a second day’s conflict having occurred on that 
unfortunate occasion. 

4. This explanation, it was presumed, might afford the Viceroy the means of adjusting 
the present very embarrassing discussions, and the Merchants left us on the 29th ultimo, 
very sanguine in thoir expectations of the success of this expedient. 

5. On the second instant we had the satisfaction to hear that the Merchants, together 
with two Mandarins, the Pah- Yu, and the Tm^-kwan (or Chunpee) Magistrate, were 
on their way jto Chunpee, the tivo latter having been deputed by the Viceroy to proceed 
on board the Topaze, and confer with Captain IluThardson on the Lintin affair. 

6. On the 3d instant, these two Mandarins repaired on board the frigate, and received 
from Captain RWiatdson a statement Of the occurrences at Lintin on the IGth December 
last, and having examined some of the seamen who were wounded on that occasion, they 
refumed to Canton to make their report on the same to the Viceroy. 

7. We shall sincerely rejoice if this official mission, so long and earnestly requested by 
us, may prove beueficiat in its results, and be availed of by the Viceroy as a moans of 
terminating at once the difficulties under wliich the Honourable Company’s trade is at 
present labouring, 

8. Prom the conversation^ however, which took place between the Merchants and 
otirs^lves, on this morning the Mandarins visited the Topaze, we can hardly venture to 
conjecture whettet such iill or will not be the result. 

9. It appears frotbr thoiiomraii^ of the Merclieiits, that although the Mandarins 
deputed to inquire into the^ Lintin affair woulif cheerfully report Captain Kichardson’s 
statement of it to the Viceroy, the Chinese laws could never admit the plea of self- 
defence ois justifiable ; tbati thetefbre, flie Viceroy would still be imperatively called upon 
to persist in demanding the surrbhder of the seamen, so long as the Topaze remained in 
Qhhia. 



( HtKA.PAms. 




10* la this bfe true it is tfot'eiiy to sAe'lu iiiato vi^it of the CUn$ii ka- 
RciwM of gi^trates can tend to a final adjustment of the prksttt dSflSkli^enM Tl»t d^tttion they 

Grievances^ Ac; have been ordered by the ViOewy in ordei* to relieve liimsdif iRt^om the fOaponAibffity of 

never having instituted an inquiry into the affair, or' itmay have arisen from desire to 

Comnanv^fr^^ gr<>hnd^ on which to^rame a report to M 

DcathofaGh* the Viceroy nmy chOose th tUke of the : : : 

0 a mese. ji yesterday neiceiked a letter from Captain RiOhardsOh;' ftdtfljFibg 'hiS intent^ 

(»f proceeding to ^ to-Morrow. It b tabposMHe for us to cohjectUre^'^hat effect, the 
departure of the frigate frOm China may have in the present stage of our embhitassing 

situation. '* ' '' ' ^ 

12. 'I'lie immediate sailing of His Majesty V ship behig nbw oflSbially understood 
by us, it only remains for us t(t discover whether this measure may, be productive of 
beneficial or ill consequences in our present discussions; and wp shall be happy if 
they proV^ tb te siich as are Kkay to bjring about a fa vbtnahW adjustment of our 
difficulties. * ' ' ♦ 


EXTRACT tErJTER in the Public Department, from the 8ELECT COMMITl'EE 
, at Canton to the Court of Directors, dated 23d February 1822. 

Par. 2; Wb have now the pleamare of despatching the Kent with a continuation of our 
proceedings up to the present period ; aud it aftbwls us no. small gratification to be at 
Ici^th enabled to obnvey toyour Honourable Coujrt the satisfactory intelligence of die 
final termination of the embarrassing discussion in which we have been, involved withtlie 
local authorities at Caiitom 

3. In our despatch by the Repulse, we stated to your Honourable Court tliat two 
Mandarins had been deputed to visit His Majesty's ship Topanse, and had received from 
Captain Richarilson his statement of the Lintin affair ; it , was further stated in that de- 
spatch, that although the Mandarins would , cheerfully , report Captain Richardson's 
statement to the Viceroy, the Chinese laws could never admit the plea of self-defencei.as 
justifiable ; and that therefore the Viceroy would still bo imperatively called upon to per- 
sist in demanding the surrender of the seamen so long , as the Topaa?e remained in China. 

4. Captain Richardson having allowed a reasonable time ,t0 elapse, and having re- 
ceived no communication from Government in reply to his stateniciit, delerrnii^ed to 
proceed to sea, aud conformably with tliis decision sailed finally from China ou the 8th 
instant. 

5. Immediately ou the frigate’s departure we addressfid a letter to „jlhe Merchants, 

announcing that event for the infoj;matioii of Goverumeiit ; m)id we entertained hopes, 
that as all adjustment seemed to depend upon l^r movements, this circumstance would 
speedily bring about a termination of our di®culties, • . , ' 

0. No notice however was taken of our commuiucatiott untd the Jl^ when 
the Merchants visited us at Chuwpee, making a variety of propositions io us, whicli^ 
being peifectly inadmissible, we rejected. . 

• 7. It 
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It ap]^r^4l^t jilip d(?parture of His Majesty’s ship, T<>paw Bad uot entirely re- 
moved under whicli the yicepy^^as placed wj^h,regpir4 to adjustment, 

and thial some C^rtfeer representi^on would be retjuired from. us in order to faci^tate this 
object.. ^ ‘ ' r . ^ 

k The propositions and expedients snbmitted to us by the Merchants beinjgr 
inadmissible, and it appearing indispensable that we slmuld make some communication 
to them, we consented to addmw*;^ letter to them,.,ia.wluch we '<juoted the words xpade 
use of by Captein BiebardW in two of his lietters, wherein he stated it to be his inten- 
tion (now ttotthej fully inquired into the Lint m affair), to 

proceed to sea, and that affair being one beyond his management, it would bo represented 
to His Mxjeaty’s Government, and investigated according to tlie laws of the land. 

9. 'The Merebaute left us apparently satisfied with Ac eflScacy of this letter ; but on 
the 17th instant Aey again returned, entreating us to address .a copy of our letter of the 
13tli iiistant tq Ae, Viceroy, Fooyuei),.^aiid Hoppo, wiA a few alteratioos in A.e phrase- 
ology, and requesting the insertion of a clause, promising that your Honourable Court 
would rcpresJnt the Liutin affair to His Britannic Majesty fpr investigation.^ 

10. To this latter request however we objected, it being one that we did not conceive 
ourselves justified in literally assenting to, as wo might be laying ourselves open to a 
renewal of this .embarrassing discussion at a future period, when the Chinese Government 
might require an answer from us upon Ae subject, 

11. Although we did not consider ourselves justified in adding the clause^ proposed, 
such importance was attached to Ae addition of something in our address tliat would 
serve to satiny Ae Government, that w^e conceived wc might in general terms state, that 
though Ihfe Liutin aflair, like all others involving the Company’s Trade, wo\ild be fully 
detailed to your Honourable Court, and that Captain Richardson having already assured 
the Viceroy it would be referred to His Majesty’s Government, it was unnecessary for 
us to repeat it to them through your Honourable Court. We further added, that as the' 
Topaze was now gone aw^ay, it was impossible for us to give any furthc?r explanation to 
Government upon this subject, but tliat if Ae Viceroy would remove Ae suspension of 
the Honourable Company’s Trade wc Aould be willing to return to Canton, and resume 
our commercial intercourse. 

12. I’hc Merchants left us perfectly satisfied wiA tlie alteration made in our letter, 
which w<is now shaped in an acklress to Ae Viceroy, Fooyuen, and Hoppo ; and we had 
the satisfaction, on the 22d iastaiit, to receive an Edict from Government, re-opening the 
Honourabte Company’s Trade, and inviting our return to Canton. 

13. For a more detailed account of Ae conduct pursued by us in Ais embarrassing 
affair, wo must again refer your Honourable C’ourt to the continuation of our proceed- 
ings, whiA am now forwarded per Kent, 

14. Wo forbear meikiog any comments upon the^ Edict which has been issued, re- 
moving the suspetision of Ae'vHonourable Company's Trade, further than to observe to 
your Honourabte Court, that Ae Canton Government, finding all the modes ineffectual, 
liave resorted to Ae expedient proposed on Ae 17A January last as a mode of concluding 
the aegociation on Ae Liutin affair. Your Honourable Court will also perceive, that by 
the Edict now issued through the Paii-yeu and Tui^-Kwang magistrates, who were 

deputed 


(E^) 

Redress ot 
Grievances, 

Stoppage of 
Company's Trade. 

DeaAofa Chinese. 



CHINA rAPERS, 
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i)«otl> of a Chinese. £XTRACT LETTER in the Public Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
' , at Canton to the Court of Directors, dated lOtb April 1888* 

Par, TO. Youu Honoorablc Court will perceive on these Tecotdi^ under the date 
noted in the margin,^ that the Viceroy of Canton has transmitted a paper to us, con- 
taining the grossest misi-epresenlation of the facts relating to the Dntin affair^ wherein 
we arc slated as having given assurances to tlie government of the' rctuni of the 
accused scameii of Hfs Majesty s ship Topste, and are re<j[Utred, dtrongh the medium 
of your Horiourible Court, to convey nisuhingianessiiges to His Britnmiie Majesty upon 
the subject. ^ ^ 

71. lids paper, We were assured by the merchants, was df no real importance, biij 
W as sent ns merely as a matter of form by the Viceroy ; it appeared however very evi- 
dent, that our silently i^eiving such a document, and suiferlng ft to pass unnoticed, 
would hereafter be construed into an admission of its justice, whioh in the event of any 
revival of the discussion would place us in a very embarrassing dilemma. 

72. We determined, therefore, to return the paper to the merdiatits from whom wc 

had received it, desiring them to inform the Viceroy, that having already assured him 
all the proceedings relative to the Lintin affair would be faithfully reported to your 
Honourable Court, and Captain llicirardson having also stated that this affair would be 
represented to His Majesty's Ministers, any further requisition from us seemed quite 
uuuece.ssary; but that with regard to our communicating the present paper through 
your Honourable Court to His Britannic Majesty, it wtis so complete a perversion 
of facts, and of such an insulting tendency, that it was quite impossible for us to 
transmit it. We therefore declined receiving it; but we added, that if the Viceroy 
wished to address His Majesty’s Ministers direct on this subject, we would not fail to 
forward his letter. * 

73. The merchants communicated our decision to the Viceroy, and returned tlie 
paper he had sent us ; and we are inforihed he expressed great displeasure at our refusing 
to receive It ; but no further measures having been adopted, we are disposed to believe it 
will not again be pressed upon us. 


EXTRACT LETTER in the Public Deparimem, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canum, to Court d£ Directors, dated 18th April 1622. 

Par. 4. Your Honourable Court will perceive in our Public Consultations, f that 
another attempt has been made by the mercliunis to induce ua to receive and forward to 

. _ . , , your 


* Public Cons^ulUtioniiy Miireh §1, 1N22, 


f Public Consultations, April 12. 
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yotir HuttdHBabfe .Cciturt thlE^ >]^ip6r tFansmkted to^ us % !t)te df.Canum on the 

10di tthteo^ ' ^ wEbjewt ^ #bick been fully explained in our by the &aleby 
Caslle 5 it is scarcely necessary to state* that this attempt like the others wiui»steadiiy re- 
sisted by disposed to believe it will not be again renewed, 


i ‘ ‘ ' ‘ ■' \ fU ,r\': > ' ' "f ' , ' , ' 

LETT^lt jn |h^ from Secretly W, H.C- PLOWDEN to 

Secretary* &c,*, E^t-India iHousc. 

Tbb departtim of the American ship Zephyr^ bound to the United Stales oi* 
Amenca* .a<lbrds tan Opportunity for the transmission of the enclosed Imperial reply to 
the Viceroy's report to Pekin oa tho.iS^ibject of the Lintin affair, which hitebcen recemly 
obtained by the Pi-esident through a private channel from Canton. 

^^ /fibePreisideiit and Select GammiUee, in their address to the Honourable Court of 
Directors fi^rwarded by the American ship Levant, noticed the 

arrival ofl^lhis document at; Canton* but they were unable at that period to pi-ocure a 
copy eS it for the in&mation of dte iHonourable Court; 

3, It is at present impossiye to say what furtlier inqiaries the Chinese government 
may institute on ^Uiia affair* when a sufficient period sliaJl have elapsed for art airswer to 
l>e received from England on the subject j but the tenor of the document is of a nature 
to induce the apprdiiehsion of a renewal of the discussion; and it will be observed, that 
by the Imperial decision thechief of the Factory is in future to be held responsible for the 
acts of hie Majesty's naValoSScers . , 

- . ; ^ ; - I have d)e honour to be, Sir* your most obedient servant* 

(Signed) W. H. C. PtowoEN, 

Macao, May ¥ A, 1822. Secretary, 


EXTRACT LETTER in the Public Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Court of Directors, dated 30th May 1822. 

Par. 1. On the ¥ih instant our Secretary traasmitted to Mr, Secretary Dart, for the 
information of your Honourable Court, the copy of the Imperial decision on the sub- 
ject of the Lintin affair, which had becfn privately obtained fiom Canton. 

2, By the d^artnre of an American vessel* now sailing for the United States, we 
avail ourselves of the pppprtpnity of addressing youa Honourable Court for the purpose 
of transmitting the official communication to us of this decree, which was received yester- 
day from Canton through the Hong merchants. We also thirtk it our duly without 
dblay to draw the particular 'afttention of your Honourable Court to this importaiu 
document, not only with reference to its bearings upon the Lintin discussion, but 
its operation i n any similar occurrence. 
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THIN, I JMPEnS. ( 

' S. A review of tlw wliolff ef mir procretiingB* dhriog this diwtusiont tbeftlsi6ed repre- 

(*''•* . seiltMidtW of the loenl gowfnniettt to' Pekin '.in Fobpuaty Idst (to which <Hir assent was 
({rimn”l*&c. subsequently required, but wthheid), and the present rebuU trf tlie Viceroy’s report to 

tile Emperor, will clearly- explain to your Honourable Court the enbaisrassing sUua- 

Stuppageof tion we may 1>e placed in should the requisitions of government be -followed up, 

( imipany’s Trade, jg n^w expected from nson any fotureand simiiiir case. 

Drath ofaChincse. 4 _ Your Hononnible Court will- perceive that the two great points! attempted to be 
maintained by us during the recent discussion^ 9iz, that **set&4efoiM!e' was universally 
considered a justidcation of homicide,” and that Uie representatives of the Honour- 
able Company could not justly be responsible for tlie acts of His Majesty’s naval 
officers,” are now not nckuowlecig&l. And we beg to inform your Honourable Court 
that the Imperial reply iws appeared in the Pekin Gasette, where it is published to the 
empire os “ the lost decluratioii ofthe laws of China concerning Jhomicules committed 
by foreigners iiithis country.” ;,!,*- ;• 

5. It is unnecessary for us to offer any furtlter comment upon this subject, for with all 
the documents relating to it in your possessbn» ybnr Honounfole Court vnli. be fully , 
competent to judge of Us present and future effects. But when we reflect upon the power 
with which the local Mthoniies at Canton are now invested by this last promulgation of 
tlie law, and the fatal termination of tlie American homicula in Octoter last, we can 
Imrdly flatter ourselves, in the event d* any future accidents, that that line of cautious 
jxtHcy towards foreignem will be observed, which has hitherto characterized tlte Chinese 
in their discussions with us upon affairs of this nature. 

6. Since the decision of Government has now been officially communicated to us 
through the Hong Merclunts, we do not conceive that we can with propriety allow it 
to pass unobserved.. We tlierefore beg to acquaint your Honourable Court, that we 
bax'e come to tlie determination of addressing the Fooyuen, (who is at pr^ent holding 
the seals of office of the absent Viceroy), protesting against tlie justness of the present 
requisitions of the Chinese Government on the subject of liomicides, and expressly 
disavowing the truth of Uie assertions of tlie late Viceroy respecting our promise of 
producing the men of His Majesty’s ship 'J’opaze for punishment. 


EXTRACT LETTER in tlie Public Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Court of Directors, dated ISlh July 1822. 

Par. 9. In our last address to yonr Honoarable Court, dated the SOth May (dupii* 
cate of whfoh accompanies our present despatch), We transmitted for your information 
the official communication of the Imperial tlecision oil the lantio affisir, which we had 
received on^lhe 29th of that month, tbronglithe Hong Mercimnts from Canton. 

10. In 


Public CoMulUtktnss 1622^ March 19, 21, 22, 28 and 30; April 12. 
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10 . In Letter, we stated to your Hononrable 

it was otir Irtte^tion uy address the Pooyuca^ Cantcm (who was ogling for the Vice- 
roy during ids absence), protesting against the justness of the requisitions the Ohincse 
Govie^rnWient eiUtiie subject of Itomiddes; 4iiul Itjt a i*e<^tat6ment of the r^al faets iliat 
octitiftdi' daring the Lintin discussion, expressly disavowing the truth of the Viceroy’s 
assertions respecting our promises, in his report on that afiliir to Pekin, . < 

11, ConfordaWy with this determhiation, we drew up the Enclosure, No. 2, which 
was transmitted 10 Canton by Mr, Robarts and Sir William Fraser, and delivered 
thiN:mgh theMerclmnts to the Fooyiien on the Sith ultimo; on the following I7ih we 
receiired in reply the Enclosure^ No. 3, from Canton, wherein the Fooyuen, w) far from 
admitting the justice df bur reasoning, appears to insist upon the principle of our being 
respbUslhle for (he acts of His Majesty’s ships, and requires implicit obedience to tite 
codnnands of the Emperor of Chiima^ and we have reason to believe that such are the 
actual expectations of the Chinese Government from the Interest that has since been 
taken (through the Hong Merchants) to impress their necessity upon us. 

18. The local government having bM made acquainted with oiir sentiments by the 
enclosed Re^statmtintit of facts,” wo have not deemed it necessm^y to return any reply 
to the Edict of ibe Fooyuen, received on the 17th ultimo, and since that period all com-* 
munication on the subject of the Lintin affair has ceased. It is impossible for us to say 
what further measitrea the Chinese Government may think proper to adopt; but we l>eg 
to state to your Uonourafak Court, that we conceive the tetiour of the enclosed dc»cu- 
mentsareof a nature to induce the apprehension of a renewal of this unpleasant dis» 
cussion, when a sufficient time shall have elapsed for an answer to be received, on tliis 
subject from England; and this opinion may derive some weight from the circumstimee 
of the immediate return of the Viceroy, Yuea^tajin, who, it is said, is now on bis way 
to Canton, having received the Imperial instructions to this effect while on his journey 
to Pekin. 


EXTRACT LETTER in the Public Department, from ibe STCLECTf’OMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Court of Directors, dated 27lh Marcli 1823. 

Par. 3. The Viceroy intimated to the President, through the Hong Merchants, that 
lie looked forward to the arrival of the next ships from England for the return of those 
persons responsible for tl)e death of C>hinese subjects during the disturbance at Lin- 
Tin ; and likewise that neglect on the part of the Merchants to procure .satisfaction 
Would be attended with serious consequences. It appears that a petition from an inha- 
bitant of Lin^Tin to the Imperial Court has been transmitted to the Viceroy, who, 
in his justification, has asserted that the period fos die return of the criminals from 
England lias not arrived,; but that he would not neglect his duty at the proper seaspn, 
in consequence of whkhbe has resumed die commuBicatiou of the subject to die Hong 
Merchants. 
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CJIINA PAPBRS. 

(E.) L^iPTER in the SPufelic DejfJaftnient, from^ Se^^tafy DANlEtlLlto Joseph 

Redress of bat4 &q./ Secretary, East-^^^ 

(grievances, &c» 

Sir; ‘ ‘ ' '-r-' ' ' ^ '■■ < 

Stoppage of I am dtreeled by President and Sdect ConmiHtee to' acquaint you, for the 

C ompany s Trade, the iionourabte Court, that the msipmAon of eommercial proceedings 

Death o a Chinese, by the Chinese Oovernment is at length removech by an Edict received ftom 

die Hoppo on 2Sd ultimo, riminedktely subsequent to urhich ordei^s vrere issued to the 
Commanders of the Honourable Company’s ships to proceed from their ancliorage in 
the neighbourhood Macao to Whampoa, where they have allarrivedj^ with the except 
tion of the Honourable Company’s ships Windsor and Hythe, })Oih of which ships may 
be expected in the course of tiie present month. 

2. In compliance with the tetiour o( the instrue|iOQs of the Hononrabie Court, orders 
were given to the commander of the Honourable Company’s ship Bombay on he^ 
arrival to proceed to Whampoa as usual. Shortly after which event, an Edi^ was issued 
by the Viceroy, requiring the delivery of the two murderers^ whom be had notified to , 
the Emperor were to be expected in the ships of the present season. 

S, A reply was immediately delivered to the Hong Merchants, who wei'e the bearers, 
of the Viceroy’s communication, that no individuals were to be ceded to the requisition 
of the Viceroy; and that the ill-health of Captain Richardson, by detaining him at the 
Cape of Good Hope, liad prevented the occurrence of an invostigation ; that this was 
the only communication made by His Majesty’s Ministers to the VM\rt of Directors ; 
but that any fiinher otlvices on the subject should of course be made known to the 
Government upon tlieir receipt by us. 

4. After considerable discussion, which will be fully detailed upon the departure ot 
the Honourable Company’s ship Bombay from hence at as early a period as possible, 
the Edict above alluded to was received from the Hoppo, setting forth, in explicit terms^ 
that no stoppage of the trade should recur after the arrival of the Honourable Com- 
pany’s ships at Whampoa, although a continuation of correspondence on the subject 
in question will probably occur. 

The Factory will proceed to Canton on the 10th instant, and every exertion used for 
the early despatch of the Honourable Company’s ship®, 

1 have the honour to be, Sir, your obedient servant, 

(Signed) J. N. Danisll. 

Macao, 9th October 1823. Secretary. 


Extract 
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EXTRACT liETTER to the Secret Commercial Committee of ihe Court of Direc- 
tors, from the I^ELECT COMMITTEE,at Canton, dated 20th November 1823. 

Par. 2. In accordance with the instructions of your Honourable Committee,^; wre per- 
mitted. the Honourable Compi^y^s ship Bombay to proceed to Whampoa uiider the 
usual oisders; but du>rdy aftei^: her arrival the^ upon the application of Captain Hine 
to land his private trade, permission was refused, and the Hong Merchants proceeded 
to Macao, bearing a kiter from the Viceroy, demanding the cession of tim two mur- 
derers.” 

3. This demand we of emm informed them could not be complied with;t ^ud we 
considered itthe most advisable and conciliatory tone for adoption, to addiess the Vice- 
roy, informing him that the non-arrival of Captain Richardson in England had pre- 
vented ankvestigatioirby the proper ^tfaorities,* but that whenever we received a reply 
expressive of the result of such exahjination, we should not fail to make it known im- 
mediately to bis Excellency. 

^ 4. The Viceroy, on the delivery of our reply, t expressed himself in a veiy impas- 

sioned manner, threatening the Hong Merchants with punishment, and returned our 
letter. This at once placed a bar to all oommunications, and the request of the Hong 
Merchauts, tiiat yre should so alter Us purport as to puss in silence the accusations im- 
plied against the party from the frigate, and thus receive the responsibility which the 
incorrect statement of the Viceroy had attached to him, was deemed inadmissible. 

ii. Our determination^ to adhere to the only grounds which could eventually exone- 
rate us, although attended with an immediate disadvantage, placed Ihc Hong Merchnnl.s 
in so precarious a situation with respect to the Viceroy, that they expressed to us their 
determination of acquainting him they could zio longer conduct the foreign trade 
under a respqiiisibiUty for actions oyer which they could exercise uo controul. 

6. Upon the declared resumption of offensive proceedings on the part of the 
Chinese Government, it became our object to place all the impediments in our power to 
their receipt of the pecuniary advantages attending tlie foreign commerce, as by occa- 
sioning a reciprocal sensation of the injury attending an embargo on our shipping, we 
were most likely to produce a speedy termination to it. 

7. Acting upon this motive, we resQlve<lll to prevent any British vessel from entering 
the river; and issued orders to the commanders of the Honourable Company’s ships to 
choose an anchorage in the neighbourhood of Lintin, but upon no account to permit 
any commuiiication with that island. 

8. The period at which the Hoppo was desirous of ascertaining the duties upon the 
fortngn tr^e was fast approaching,^ and rendered him anxiou.s for some opportunity 
of inducing the ships to enter the river, without compromising the Government as to 
their future operations, but having failed in so doiaig, and the Viceroy being sensible 
of the inconvenience attending the line of conduct we had preserved, and the little 

probability 

* From the Secret Cooimerciol Committee, April 16, 1825 f Statement, August 16, 17. 

\ Statement, August S4. § Statement, August 29. 

II Statement, Aug. 18. y Statement, Sept 17. * 
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probability of a joiccessful issue to 

Uetiressof Hoppo to publish itn Ediot, fiirther 

&c. embar^^o on tl»e sbippiftg now arrived, orid Imitfeg-m' of eommerciui 

proceedings** - '■■■' '*>'•' ,. - ^ 

Stoppage of 0. After the 'receipt of miclra-doemnent^ we Immediate^ |[esre'i^^ 

C ompany $ 1 rade. n,„,^<|er 5 to proceed to Whampoa^ af^l in a few days obtain^ a daop fcr tlie Factory to 
lV:uho^aauncst^ , , ,,, . : ,;v. 

10. On our arrival at Canton, we found every ^dtiug had i^uined^ta tmabcm and 

the late subject qf dikussion apparently forgotten; bail solemnly 

taken leave of us on foregoing any further mnrmefcial mlei^urae wkh the Hon^^ 
Company, were ready to congratulate us on what they termed the coiiiplete anoeem of 
our negociation, ami asserted that the affair was virtually^ terminaied* AlUtoitgli it 
may be mentioned in ttie ensuing season, every snemsive notice^ will be weaker and 
w*eaker* 


EXTRACT OTTER in the Public Department, from th^ SELECT COMMITTEE' 
at Canton^ to the Court of Director's, dated 16th NoveijQ^er 1826* 

Par. 6. Subsequently to this resolution which we had adopted, to leave unan*- 
swered the inquiries which the Viceroy had directed the Merchants to institute, they 
cotUinued to express to us their great anxiety on the subjeoi;, and we accordingly 
deemed it advisalde to communicate our opiinons distinct^ to the ISenior Merchants on 
the occasion. Wc informed them, that as ilk- transactions to which the Viceroy’s 
Proclamation had reference had been referred to the British Government, and received 
their decision, they formed no longer a subject in winch we had tlie ability to Interfere. 
We deemed it right to acquaint them that a letter was now in our possession feom the 
British Minister, to whom all transactions connected with the Lintin discussion bad 
been referred, addressed to the Viceroy of Canton ; and we acquainteci them with the 
general tenor of Mr. Wynn’s letter, dated 6th April 1824. We informed them tlmt 
we had abstained from delivering this letter, from concluding that the discussion l}ad 
l)een finally closed, but that if re-opened, our only course pursue would be to 

present the letter to the Viceroy. The Merchants expressed greet alarm at this pro{N>- 
sition, flhd entreated that such an intention might not form moioent be entertained. 
We endeavoured strongly to impress upon tlieit minds diat tlie letter from ilte President 
of the Board of ( ontrol explicitly declared that it was a question which could only be 
adjusted by the resj)ective Governments of the two countries, and was no longer 6ne 
in which wc liad tlie power to interfere. 'Fhe Merchants had recourse toa varietj of 
propositions, suck as Chinese sophistry could alone suggest or attempt to justify 
They stated that as it was a questfon inw>lving Chinese prejudices and fedings, it was 
but just that k should l)e derided on Chinese principles^ and that all tliat was required 
was an admission that punisbmom had been inflicted on those who bad violated thelaws 
of this country; that it was now immaterial whether tliat punishment had beCn inflicted 

or 
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or not, provided h:;ms xttited to have been. On such a course itoing declared inadmls* 
sible^ they stdd' be aware that atnoi^ the numbers of whieh a ship's cutnpiiny 

was composed, some roust have died on the homeward*voyage, and that we could find 
no difficulty in stating titat such bad actually been the case- This proposititot. was 
evidently roadb wiilv die intention of making it appear that tlie deatlis iuid Ueen the 
consequence of criminai oonduen When we expressed to the Merchants our deter* 
inination to have recourse to no such expedients, they proposed that wc should state, 
that no final answer bad as yet Iseen received from Engknd ; that this would at all events 
gain time, and' keep off for the present any further agitation of the question. These, 
and many other nmilirr evasions were proposed by them, but on finding that we 
remained resoiute in refusing to countenance any assei'tion whatever inconsistent with 
ojir knowledge of thei facts, they expressed their apprehensions that embarrassments 
might arise were means not derived to satisfy the officers of Government. In this 
situation, therefore, the question remains, and we can only repeat to yotir Honourable 
Court our conviction, that it is not the intention of tiie Canton authorities to awaken 
^serious or embarrassing discussions. At the same time, the experience of past years 
powerfully demonstmtea that the measures to be adopted by a Ciovernment so little 
under the iaftuence of ptibliti principte can never with' any confidence be relied on. 


(E.) 

Keuress of 
Grievances, <Cc. 

Stojipagf ol‘ 
Company's Trade. 
Death of aChinesp. 


EXTRACT LETTER in the Secret Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Secret Committee of the Court of Directors, dated i>th March 
1827 . 

Par. 2. Wb hove lately been informed by Finqna, who, in stating it to the President, 
requested it rniight be consideted as a most confidential communication, that a 
memorial, signed by hitoseff and Mowqua, hod been privately presented to the 
Viceroy, contaituflg aB accurate statemeut of the facts of the case, that no punishment 
had by the Bmuh Government bemi awarded to those, who, by the Chinese laws, had 
be$n pronounced to be guilty, and that any further power of interference with the 
questimi had been withdrawn from our hands, and that nothing but embarrassmenu 
conld be tlie result of renewed discussion. We are now confidently assured, that no 
attention bas<bcen paid by the Viceroy to renewed petitions from the natives of Lintin, 
and that it ia oOt'bn Intention to re<q)en the question, being sensible that neither 
credit nor ndvabtige can arise from it. 

S. We have fidt it one dlHy to place your Honourable Committee in possession of a 
knowledge of tbit roicanttancS) which is satisfactory, os being the probable conclusion 
of ' a tediously protracted and erodous discussion, while it exhibits a striking instance 
of the Government of tifk eonntry (in a question involving its public honour), having 
submitted toiw inflneneed by jtrivate information, and having been induced to rclin- 
quidt those proud prmckis'uNU to unconditional subm'issioD, which it hod previously so 
impeiioasly assumed. 
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<1».H.RESPECTIN0 AN AXTEMI^ Of WONEY, 


CIumS eit extract LETTER in the PabUcDepartmett*» ftom tl»« SELECT COJ^MIITEE 
Moae}'. At Canton to the Court of Directors, dated 12th January 1823. 


Par. 2. Wb regr^ to lutve to ^tate to your HwouraWe Coflrt jn attempt gf a very 
injurious tendency^ to extort money, from the Comma^r of 
pany’s ship Earl of Balcams, under the pretext of the^deatjh pf a i^.hinesg. hayipjg 
|)een occasioned by a blpw from a piece of woQd> thrown by some p^spp^gn boj^rd Utat 
sliip; but which affair was fortunately brought to a^ conclusion by ttfc free confession 
of the father of tho deceased, that his son died from disease; ^ was moreover 
discovered, that some scratches, inflicted on the hearl of the dying man, were done 
by a piece of chinaware, as evidence of the wounds they proposed to assert he had 
received. 


8. It appeared by the evidence of Captains Cameron and Drummond, who was a‘ 
witness of the transaction on the morning of the 6th instant,, tlmt twp men brought a 
third in tlie last stage of disease, and continued for some time alongside the Earl of 
Balcarras, in defiance of repeated orders to depart; at length, a midshipman threw 
a piece of wood of about three inches in length, which fell on the cover of the boat and 
then into the water, without touching any person The Hfeil, apparently considering 
their object attained, picked up the piece of wood, rowed round Uie ship, and placed 
an almost lifeless body into the Compradorc\s boat astern, demfanding money as a 
compensation for imputed injury. The Assistant Surgeon of tite Earl of Balcarras, 
upon inspecting the liody, found the nose and the palate of the mouth were destroyed 
by disease; and that the man was oh the point of death, without the appearance of 
any wounds that could have hastened it. 

4. After some discussion with the two men, they left the ship and brought a third to 
aid their demands, whom they denominated a soldier; in conjunction with this person, 
they required 3,000 dollars, but said that the fntlier of the invalid would shortly arrh^^ 
with whom they could arrange ; previous to which the sick man died ; and on the arrival 
of the father, Captain Cameron placed them all in custody, and proceeded to Canton in 
company with Captain Drummond, to report the circumstmices to us. The line of con- 
duct adopted by Captain Cameron, in securing the persons of the Chinese, gave great 
satisfaction to the Merchants, as they expressed, when the report wa^ made to them. 

5. We stated the case early in the following morning in an address to the Viceroy, but 
as be was then quitting Canton, he transferredUsjnvesf^ation to the Fooyuen. On the 
?th the Quangchoo Foo went loathe Second Bar, to examine the Chinese in custody, 
wljfcn the father immediately acknowleSged that his son h^ died from the effect of 
disease, and uhharmed by any blow from on board the Earl of Balcarras. The men en- 
gaged in tills deception were brought up to Canton, and we haVe hot u yet received in- 
telligence of the punishment they are likely to undergo. 

6. Events of this kind have not been uncommon amongst the American and country 

ships 
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ships daring WMon. The Chinese assault either the dtipe or their boats, 

and when tlwy i'eiet 'with tetunt detnaod lafge sums of monejf ib^ wooAdi^ % working 
on their timidity to offend the recent Imperial Edict on the subject of the liability of 
foreigners to suffer death, even though the hazard of their own lives require their 
defraee ; the success theirextordonsllttve occasionally met with invites the return of new 
assaults. ./.V c,v. 

7. TJiat all ranks of Chinese are sensible of our situation in this respect, is too clearly 
evinced by the perpcftTating of such dangerous impositions by many in a very low class 
of life ; and the rewartl that sticccss in 'thelf demands sometimes affords is a sufficient in- 
ducement to attempt k, ivithotit any consideration as to the resnlt occasioning conse- 
quences the most prejudicial to the commerce, and even to the lives of foreigners. It 
must be n matter of great satisfkction, that in this case the voluntary confession of the 
deceased's father, and the non-appeoraitce of a serious wound, have placed insuperable 
impediments to hostile proceedings on the part of the officers of Government. 


(E.) 

Uedtess of 
Cirievances, &c. 

Attempts of 
Chinese to extort 
Money* 


EXTRACT LETTER in the Public Department, from the SELECT COMMI TTEE 
It Canton to the Court of Directors, dated Slat January 1828. 

Par. 8. We have from time to time made inquiries on the subject of the punishment 
to be inflicted on those persons concerned in the attempt to extort money, under the 
pretence of murder, from the Honourable C’ompany's ship Earl of Balcarras, and the 
present stale of the case appears to be, that there ^ no defined law against the crime, and 
that the Fooyuen is awaiting the return of the Viceroy before proceeding to judgment. 


EXTRACT LETTER in the Secret Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Court of Directors, dated Idth March 1825. 

T*ar. 53. We regret to inform your Honourable Court, that notwithstanding our ear- 
nest representations to the Hong Merchants of the evil consequences that must accrue, 
as well to themselves as to the Company, if means could not be found of severely punish- 
ing the pel-sons here alluded to by way of example, the Merchants were unable or un- 
willing to compass this point. 

5k The truth of our stutement on the subject, we understand, was fully admitted, and 
the Merchants reported, that the Government was perfectly satisfied with the steps we 
took to exhibit the guilt of tb^eflenders. The only punishment inflicted on this occa- 
sion was that of exposing one pf the offenders in the streets with the cangue placed upon 
hk neck; and the only reason assigned for the trifling nature of the punishment inflicted 
was, that the criminals were not considered guilty of a crime of any magnitude, bs they 
had not absolutely received money from the persons whom they were endeavouring to 
injure and deceive. 
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Ke^s of (20.)-RESPECTING THE CONmlCT OF THE ^ 

(irievaiMJ^» AT iSfACAdJ. , VJ 

the CuSro.Ho»Me EXTRACT LETTER in the Secret Department, from 
Pc<>t)l« at Macao. at Canton to the Court of Directors, dated 16th November 16^. 

Par. 47. 0.v our Public Consultations under date ihe 7th and 12th of June; will be 
found an account of an outi-age committed by the people belonging to the Macao Custom- 
house, at ail times a most offensive establishment, upon a boat belonging to a member 
of this Factory, which, on our representing the affair to the Iso-tong, we were informed 
was redressed. 


EXTRACT LETTER in the Public Department, from the SEtECt COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Honourable Court of Directors, dated 18th NoverabAr 1828. 

Par. 68. The aggressions of the people attached to the Macao Custom-house upon 
the Pni'/a Grande, have been long a subject of vexatious annoyance to passengers 
proceeding to and from India. On the occasion of tlie embarkation of Messrs. Magori- 
banks, Clarke and Ravenshaw for Bombay in the commencement of this year, the acts 
of the Runners attached to this establishment were carried to an unusual pitch of annoy- 
ance, in which they were beaded *and encouraged by their principal.* 

69. The numerous discussions in which the Government was engaged at the periinl 
referred to, rendered it an unfavourable occasion for bringing the aggressions of the 
Macao Custom house people to their notice. We therefore deferred it until the agitation 
produced by the several topics under their consideration had subsided, and laid the sub- 
ject before their notice in the commencement of the month of July. 

70. In the first instance the Viceroy treated our representations with a coolness 
amounting to contempt, and even directed the Merchants to remodel our address, and 
render it more agreeable to his views of the question.f We were however informed 
by the Merchants, that a Wei-yune or officer deputed by Government upon a speefal 
service, had been despatched to Macao to inquire into the affair. The progress of this 
officer's proceedings are detailed under date 24th July, upon our Public Consultations, 
but their result became more evident upon the publication of an Edict from the Vice- 
roy, recorded under date Isi August, whicli reprehends the conduct of the Macao 
t ustom-house people, and directs the apprehension of offenders for examination. 

71. An unsatisfactory Edict was issued by the Hoppo about the same time,| which re- 
ferring the question to old established custom, in fact, letVus exposed to the same irregu- 
lar and undefined exeiiions which formed the subject of our complaint 

72. A second Proclamation of the VicCToy seemed to promise the most favourable re- 
biilts.y} This order entirely restricted the license of the Custom-house to strict search, 

and 


* Pulillp Consultations, 9 July. 

\ Public Cousultutions, August 


t Public ConsultAtkms, 19 July. 

J Public Cunsultations, 5 August. 
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and the charges of Ae Porters to the customary wages given by natives for the convey- 
ance of gbods. irhe contents of this Edict appeared the most clear and explicit that we 
had ever^eceived in favour of the rights of foreigners ; but we fear the result has proved 
that it can only be quoted as a confirmation, that although this Government may, when 
urged by reiterated complaints, feel themselves compelled to espouse the cause of 
foreigners ostensibly in their proclamations, an understanding still exists that aggres- 
sions, when not carried to a length which involves the party concerned in a serious 
charge of disturbing the public tranquillity, will be winked at by the superior officers, 
and that a system of e^Ltortion obtains a tacit license, wherever a situation under the 
Government which affords the means of exercising it is purchased, and wc beliiwe this 
to be the case with all public offices. 

73. For facts which support this observation, we beg to refer your Honourable Court 
to two cases which appear upon our Consultations under date the 10th September. In 
the former of these the crew of a boat belonging to a Free Trader lying in Macao Roads 
was attacked by the Runners of the Custom-house while carrying some fresh provisions 
down to the beach. A sum of money was demanded, and upon the refusal of the crew 
to comply, tlie Chinese proceeded to use force, from which the boat’s crew, composed 
only of a few boys and a mate, were compelled to escape by tlie means which oficred 
themselves. On the second occasion quoted, a lady landing from a country vessel was 
detained on board the boat which brought her on shore for upwards of two hours, the 
Custom-house people refusing her permission to land, or what amounts to tlje same 
thing, not allowing any boat to approach for the purpose of her disembarkation. 

74. Although little advantage could be expected from fresh representations to the 
Government, with such glaring instances of violation of the orders so recently issued 
before our eyes, we considered it our duty to state the facts as they occurred to the 
Viceroy, which will at any rate relieve us from the charge of passing these aggressions 
unnoticed, should any unfortunate result ensue from the repeated misconduct of the 
Chinese attached to the Custom-house. We shall therefore continue to give; the 
Government warning upon every fresh occasion of offence, and tlie blame attached to 
refusing to adopt the necessary measures ibr securing public tranquillity must rest with 
them. 

75. The disposition of these people to give further annoyance has been shown in 
charges of smuggling, which have been preferred against the Commanders of our ships 
upon the occasion of landing the Company’s packets and personal baggage of the gentle- 
men of the Factory who returned to China this season.* These accusations have been 
contradicted by us, and the facts explained. 


(E.) 

Redress of 
Grievances. &c. 


Conduct of 
the Custom-House 
People at Macao. 


EXTRACT LETTER in die Separate Department, from the SELECT COM- 
MITTEE at Canton to the Court of Directors, dated 28th December 1830. 

Par. 34. It is with much satisfaction we inform your Honourable Court that we have 
had no reason during the last year to complain of the Custom-house at Macao. I'lie 


* Public Consultations 4 and 16 September 1828, 
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Edict of the Viceroy refen^ed to in tlie inargin, ^hieh we were careful to make 
xvtjur«»s w ^ puMic as possible by every means In otir mms to have had its effect in re- 

(irievauccsi &c. pressing the voracious exactions of those who farm that custom statioii from tlie Hoppo; 

— , — iiave been given to understand that this effect has been aided by an annual 

the Custom-House Ootmsoo, in lieu of the profits which, hsve been abandotii)^. 

People at Macao. ' 


(21.)-KESPECTING the right op the SUPRACAR^OKS to Af)t)nESS ‘tnic 
OFFICERS OF THE (^JANTON GOVIjtNHEN'|r. 

EXTRACT LETTER in the Public Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Court of Directors, dated ITth November 1825. 

JGglit of Address- Part of Pan 8. We beg to attract the attention of your honourable Court to two 
"covt^rmneni” Edicts from the Viceroy and Hoppo, recorded in our Consultations under date the Jst 
and 20th October, which take a short review of the character of foreigners engaged in 
the commerce with China. At the present period, when so much has been siiid of the 
evils which result ftpra the monopoly of the East-Indta Company, It may at least be a 
source of satisfaction to those who regard it only as a national question, that the prin- 
ciples of equity and liberality on which your affairs have been conducted, have enabled 
your representatives to e$tablish a character which has been distinguished by the 
Government of this country from that of other foreigners enga^d in commercial transac- 
tions, and bos even called forth a description of approving acknowledgment rarely ^nd 
reluctantly bestowed on matters foreign to the native and internal concerns of the 
empire. It will be perceived by your Honourable Court that the right •:>f addressing 
the officers of the Canton Government is by these proclamations declared to belong ex- 
clusively to ourselves, and this we must ever consider a privilege of the highest possible 
importance. 


EXTRACT LETTER in the Secret Department, from *e SELECTCOMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Court of Directors, dated IfiUi November 1827. 

Par. 44. We have no cause to complain of the conduct of the present officers at the 
head of affairs. It will be observed, that redress was . afforded by notification from the 
Hoppo of an offensive nature when complained oC This officer bad a rektion high in 
the Imperial administration, who has lately dismiss^ and be liimself will leave' his 
present office in January next. 
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(32,)-li]^PlS^'i:iiNa A}il) CHA^iGES FOR, BOATS BETWlSfeN CAKI'ON 

. , ,/ , , ANl) MACAO* Hcdtesa 0 ^ 

Grievajim, Ac. 

EXTRACT LETTER in the FuWic De^rttncnt, fifom the SELECT COMMITTBl^E 
at Canton to the Court of Directors, dated 17Ui November 1825. 

Par. 119. The exorbitant charges and duties which have for many years been levietl 
oil chop boaU passing between Canton and Macao, and the refusal of tlie Government 
to admit the legal employment by foreigners of boats of smaller dimensions, has long 
been a source of great expense and serious inconvenience. It will be seen on our 
records* that a body of the British agents in Canton, accompanied by other foreigners, 
having inefFectually applied to the Merchants upn this sulyect, proceeded to the city 
with a petition to the Viceroy, tlte result of which was a guarantee on the part of the 
Merchants, that, with the exception of the hire of tlie boat, they were willing to take all 
other charges upon themselves. In a future proclamation from the Hoppo, the use of 
fast boats between Canton and Macao was declared to be legal; ami an Edict from the 
Viceroy, in reply to an address presented to him by us upon the subject, distinctly pro 
hibited the extortion of money under any pretences. To the Hong Merchants we owe 
the old system, which has existed for half a century ; to the present favourable disposi- 
tion of ihe'Viceroy, who appears to have been solely governed by a principle of justice, 
we are indebted for Its abolition, although confirmed by prescriptive usage and long 
continuance. It shall be our earnest endeavour to act upon the proclamation of the 
Viceroy, and resolutely to withstand, under its sanction, all attempts which may be 
made to re-establish the old system, which has now by authority of the Government 
been abolished. 


EXTRACT LETTER in tlie Public Department, from the SELECT COMMIITEE 
• at Canton to the Court of Directors, dated 10th March 1826. 

Par. 16. We this^ay assembled the Hung Merchants for the purpose, amongst other 
sulyects, of calling their attention to the high charges and duties to which foreigners 
were still subjected in the employment of chop boats, and requiring of tliem to furnish 
us with an accurate statement of their legal amount. They gave us every assurance of 
their assistance; and should the result of their inquiries exhibit a high rate ot charges, 
it will then remain for our consideration to address the Government upon the subject ; 
and as the present Viceroy of Canton has shown every disposition to discountenance 
undue extortion on the port of the inferios Mandarins, we should be led to expect a 
favourable issue to such an application. 

Extract 


CoiuultatioM, 11 «ad 16 June, and 15 July 1825. 
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of extract letter in the Secret Department, the SELECT COMMITTEE 
Grimnceij &c. CtiiUon to the Court of Directors, dated 16 di November 1827 . 

Boats. noticed, the expenses taken from Europeans have been 

transferred to the Merchants and to the geneml trade in tKei'Csult Howqiia having 
influence to persuade the Merchants to continue the illegal fees to the subordinate 
officers in preference to exciting their enmity. 


(i!3.)-.IlESPEOTING AN ATTACK ON CAPTAIN WALKER IN CANTON. 

EXTRACT LETTER in the Public Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Honourable Court of Directors, dated 8th Decembei; 1826. 

Attack on Captain Par. 4. A veky unprovoked attack having been made in ilie streets of Canton by two 
Walker. Chinese upon Captain Walker, who received a very severe contusion on the head, 

we deemed it advisable, with a view at the same time to punish tlie aggres.sor.s and to 
prevent the recurrence of such acts, which are so liable to terminate in serious distur- 
bances, to address the Viceroy on the subject. We took occasion also to mention, that 
several low spirit-shopsS in the neighbourhood of the Factories had become a very 
serious evil, as Chinese belonging tc them were constantly on the watch for all sailors 
landing from boats, who were enticed into these shops, and that drunkenness and loss 
of health were too often the consequence. We are happy to have bad redress upon 
both these subjects, by the punishment of the persons guilty of the assault upon Captain 
Walker, and by the retail spirit-shops being shut up by order of the Government. 


(24.MIESPECTING THE IIOPPO CIIAHOING TIIK SUPRACARGOES WITH . 
OONTRAB 4 N.I) PRACTICES. 


EXTRACT LETTER in the Public Dei)artmenl, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Court of Directors, dated 10th October 1827. 

Cliar^'c SiioitTtY after the arrival of the first ships of this season, we applied for the 

of Contraband usual permit for Mr. Milletl to proceed to Canton, to commence the unloading of the 
Practices. Honourable Company’s chartered ships Alfred and Broxbornebury, whose despatch W'e 
wisheil to effect in the commencement of this month. The nece^ary license was issued 
from the }Iop])o’s office for the object required ; but an Edict accompanied it, which, 
while it censured the application for a single boat, and directed that foreigners should 
proceed in fleets to Canton to obviate the inconvenience resulting to the public officers 
from numerous a])plications for permits, proceeded further to inculcate the necessity of 
a sfrict surveillance upon the Custom-house officers between Canton and Macao, and 

to 
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to threw pqi most ondeserved insinuations against the well-known probity of the 
Honour^le Comj^an^’s servants. 

24. In cofis^uence of these reflections cast by his Excellency upon the long-estu* 
blisbed character of the Honourable Company’s Factory in this country, we considered 
it necessary to forward an address to him, dated 20th August, disclaiming the charge of 
contraband practices made upon us, and expostulating upon the general tenor of his 
Edict, we at the same time quoted those parts of his Excellency’s predecessor’s Edicts, 
which bore testimony to the good conductor the Honourable Company’s representatives 
in China. 

25. This address was returned from the Hoppo's office witli a second Edict, dated 
28th August, which inculcated the necessity of rescinding the privilege which has been 
long granted and confirmed to us, of corresponding witli this Government in the Chinese 
language. Howqua having undertaken to represent, in the name of the Hong, our 
claim to this mode of communication, established by Government Edicts in the year 
1814, we dic^ not consider it necessary to return any immediate answer to his Excel- 
lency’s Edict. 

2G, The effect of Howqua’s representations was seen in a third Edict from the Hoppo, 
dated the 81st August, couched in a conciliatoiy tone, and denying the intentional 
implication of the Company’s servants in the in.sinuations against foreigners. Althougli 
this assertion is at variance with truth, it is satisfactory to us to perceive that this officer 
is disposed to adopt a favourable line of conduct towards us, and wc trust we shall 
experience more urbanity in our future transactions with his Excellency’s officer than 
we were at first inclined to anticipate. 


(2r).)-RK8PECTlNG THE ACCIDENTAL DEATH OF A CHINESE ON BOARD A 

COUNTRY SHIP. 

EJCTRACT LETTER in the Public Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton lo the Honourable Court of Directors, dated 30th November 1827. 

Par. 4. UuoN the 26lh instant Captain Charles Clarke, the Commander of the 
country ship Golconda, waited upon the Select Committee to inform them of the 
following unfortunate accident: 

5* The Golconda, ou the morning of the 26tli instant, while dropping dow:^ Wham- 
poa Reach, had fallen on board the American ship Caledonia; a hawser was carried 
out to tl)e country ship Charles Forbes, for the purpose of clearing the vessels. Tlie 
hawser upon being hove upon, parted, and struck a Chinese carpenter, who was at the 
time silting on the forecastle. Captain ClarkS, on being informed of the circumstance, 
instantly repaired to the place, but found that life was already extinct; the body was 
removed below, and the remaining Chinese workmen detained as evidences of the fact. 
Captain Clarke requested our advice and interference. 

6. Kinqua, the Security-merchant of the Golconda, was requested to attend the 
Committee, and directed to despatch a confidential person without delay to Wluimpoa, 

for 
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-77 for the purpose rf inquiring into the affair, and. taking immedia^ steps to prevent its 
lledl^slof proposed an application to the JS^andarln at Whampoa, stated to be 

f Jnevances, &c. *nade at the suggestion of the Coinraittee, for permission to the relations of the deceased 

' to receive and bury jdie body, which arrangement appearing the meat eligible mode of 

Doath of a^^iiese adjusttrtertl, ebd'sbowing that we entertalited tto^wi^ to conceal the feet, Was approved 
1 Cmlntr^hin **y well as by Howqna, who was prtssent ilpon this occasion, 

7 * Kinqua called on the 28 th instant to state, that the people attached to the Hoppo 
lioat of the Oolconda had reported the circumstance to the Puan«yn or District Magfe- 
trate ; btu On the arrival of Kinqua’s cousin, who was despatched from Canton to ttego** 
ciate in this affair, the relations of the deceased had been induced by pecuniary per- 
suasion to address a counter petition to the District Magistrate, requesting that the 
body might be returned to them; the nephew stating his conviction that the death was 
purely accidental. 

.8. Nothing further has transpired connected witli this nifeir r but from the assurances 
of Kinqua, and the plain evidence in favour of the cfisiial nature of the evpnt, we trust 
that no further inconvenience need be anticipated from the final result, which will l>e 
communicated to your Honourable Court by the earliest opportunity. 

20. Since writing the above paragraphs, Captain! %rke, the Commander of the country 
ship Gokjonda, called upon Mr. Plowden, and informed him that the Puan-yu, or 
District Magistrate, Hod yesterday visited the ship for the purpose of holding an 
inqU^t on the body of the deceased Chinese who accidently was killed on board on' the 
26 th instant ; the relatives of the deceased were also in attendance, and having declared 
it to be their belief, that the deceased had died from the blow of the hawser in its 
violent recoil after parting in two, and not from any other cause; and, moreover, 
having declared they were quite satisfied in this point, they were required by the 
Mandarin to make an affidavit to this effect, and to swear to it In the usual form 
adopted on these occasions, by the imposition of a coloured impression of their hands 
on the statement; after which tliey were permitted to retire, and to carry away the body 
with them for interment. 

21 . Kinqua afterwards attended, and informed Mr. Plowden that the Puaivyu had 
immediately proceeded into the city to the Viceroy, after bis return from Wliani}K)a, 
in order to communicate his proceedin|s to that officer. Nothing further has trans- 
pired; but Kinqun’s impression is, that the affair uiH terminate here without any 
trouble or difficulty. 

22 . It is with sincere pleasure we communicate to your Honourable Court this 
account of the apparent termination of this event; and we trust, by our next despatch, 
to be able to report its final adjustment. 


EXTRACTLETTEIl in the PuWic Department, from the, SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Honourable Court of Directors, dated 3 d December 1827 . 

Par. 6. Nothing further having transpired respecting the accident on board the 
Gojeonda at Whampoa, we have every reason to hope the affair has terihinated with the 
inquest held on the body of the deceased On the 1 st instant. 


Extract 
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EXlTRACT LETTER in the Public Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
*at Canton to the Efonourable Court of Directors, dated 12th December 1827. 

Par. 8. Wk are happy to inform your Honourable Court, that the affffr of the acci- 
dental death of a Chinese on board th^country ship Gokonda, communicated in our 
letter dated the 30th ultimoj was finally closed as stated in the conclpdkig paragraph 
of that letter. The easy adjustment of tins accident* may be considered a proof of tbe 
alteration which has taken place in the minds of the Chinese upon these subjects as 
regards foreigners,' and tlie different light in which tliey are now disposed to view an 
accidental death from that which characterised them in our early iptercourse with this 
country. * ' 
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“(2C.)-.nESPKCTINCl THE INFRINGEMENT OF CERTAIN PRIVILEGES. 

EXTRACT LETTER in tlie Public Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Honourable Court of Directors, • dated 18th Nav. 1828. 

Par^ 41. We -have experienced in the present sea.soii a dispo.sition, on part of the meet of 

Chinese Local Government, to rescind privileges of an established character, and to Privikf^es. 

treat representations^ which we have found it necessary to make to them with such 
indifference, as compelled us at last to have recourse to a mode of drawing their atten- 
tion to our statements, which we hope has proved effectual, and will prevent the repe- 
tition of similar conduct towards us in future. We shall liave the honour to state the 
progress of these proceedings to your Honourable Court in the following paragraphs. 

42. In the month of July, having had occasion to address the Government on the 
subject of the extortions practised by the people of the Macao Custom-b^use (the 
result of which we sliall have the honour to state in a subsequent part of this letter), 
we were much surpriscd.to learn from the Merchants that llie Viceroy had refused to 
receive our statement, and had returned it to them, with directions to open and alter it 
in a manner which better suited his own views.* " 

43. Upon this occasion we presented a second statement to the Viceroy, disavowing' 
any sentiments which might have been inserted in our former address by the Merchants, 
and informing him that our seal and signatures being always affixed to our communica* 
lions, we begged that his Excellency would consider none as emanating fror.) us which 
did not bear those marks of authenticity. 

44. Shortly after the arrival of the Factory in Canton, t a packet of letters to our ad- 
dress was seized by the Poon-qu-yune, a magistrate of the Whampoa District, upon 
the person of the Comprndore of the OrwellJ who was conveying the packet from that 
ship to the Company’s Factory. This circumstance having been stated by us to the 

Viceroy, 


4 £ 


* Public Consultations, 19.1ulyl628. 


t Public Consultations, 4 Oct. 1828. 
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Vicetoy,* tlmt officer in r^ply, justified the conduct Pooijt-yru-yune} and dii^ected 
that in future all letters sent from our ships sboiy^d 1^ eij^aminatioKiyf This 

answer of the Viceroy, instead of being transmitted through the usual channel of^he 
Merchants, was pasted up on the walls of our Factory by authority, a measure evi- 
dently calculated to depreciate the foreign ^hameter in the eyi^ of the. Chinese. 

45. An Edict was issued about the same time,:( restricting the mursions of boats 
upon the river, which amusement being the sole opportunity we possess , of enjoying 
fresh air and exercise, we felt by no means disposed to submit to without remonstrance. 
The authority also conferred, by this Proclamation, on the river police to give annoy- 
ance to foreign boats passing between Canton and WImmpoa, was likely to lead to dis- 
turbances, which we felt it to be our duty to prevent by a proper representation of tlie 
facts. 

46. While these circumstances were under our consideration, it came to our know- 
ledge that a Proclamation of a most grossly abusive nature had been issued by the 
Viceroy and Hoppo, calculated to degrade the foreign character to the lowest degree 
in the eyes of the natives. This Proclamation we have alluded to, but notVecorded, on 
our Public Consultations under date the 14th October. 

47. After a mature deliberation upon the grievances which we have detailed in the 
preceding paragraphs, we came to a determination that it was incumbent upon us to 
meet them by a strong remonstrance, calculated to put a stop to fyurther aggression, 
experience bavir^ proved that nothing can be expected to be obtained from the Chinese 
by concession, which only becomes an inducement to attempt further invasion of pri- 
vileges. 

48. We therefore drew up an address to the Viceroy,} in which we stated the 
absolute necessity of a communication with our ships by letter, which could be easiest 
effected by the employing Chinese boats; that if his Excellency refused his permission 
for that mode of conveyance we must have recourse to the use of ship-boats, the crews 
of which we were at all times most desirous to keep away from Canton, and to which 
w'c should most unwillingly resort. 

49. We also represented tp his Excellency tlmt the recreation taken by foreigners 
upon the river could not be viewed merely as an amusement. The heat and confiiwd 
air of our Factories is highly injurious itf| the health of Europeans, situated, as they are, 
in the suburbs of a populous city ; no lli^rty beyond the precincts of tlie Factory being 
permitted by land, we possess no means of escaping from the inconveniences above 
specified, excepting by excursions in boats upon the river; and while that amusement is 
conducted within reasonable limits, it appears a harsh measure to restrict it. 

50. In noticing the opprobrious proclamation of the Viceroy alluded to in a pre- 
ceding paragrapli, we confined ourselves to stating that such proclamations were ill 
adapted to conciliate the feelings of foreigners. We also took the opportunity of 
icuiarking, that his Excellency's predecessor bad adopted a very different line ol* con- 
duct 


• Public Con»ultafion8» 6 Oct. 18S28. 
i FubUc ConsoltatioiiA, 7 Oct. im. 


f PMe ConsOltations, 10 Oct. 1888. 
$ Public Coasultationi, 14 Oct. 1688. 
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dttct towards fbreigh^t^ haViog interdicted^ by' an £dict| the practices of abuse and 
insult carHed oh 'by the Chinese on the river, as likely to irritate and to dis- 
turbdnce. We regretted to observe' that the present Viceroy’s acts were calculated to 
excite ahimosily. 

'51. Having combined these several subjects bf complaint in one statement, we accom* 
panfed them by such obsetvatiohs as we considered appropriated to the subject, and 
delivered them to the Merchants for presentation to the Viceroy. 

52. We were informed, the day after our representation was drawn up, that the Vice- 
roy refused to receive it, adding, that no necessity existed for presenting petitions. Upon 
the receipt of lliis intelligence we were compelled to adopt the mode of bringing our 
grievances to his Excellency’s notice, which has been resorted to formerly on similar 
occasions ; viz, that of carrying our address to the city gates, and presenting it in 
person. 

53. We therefore requested Captain Hamilton to select such people from the boats’ 
crews in Cannon as were considered men of respectable and orderly behaviour, and 

, desired him to accompany Mr. Davis, who took charge of our letter to the city. A 
sufficient number of the officers of the Honourable Company’s ships were also in attend- 
ance to control the conduct of the seamen. This pax'ty, having proceeded to one of the 
gates, and given notice of tl»e object of their mission to the guards .stationed there (for 
which purpose slips of paper, with an inscription in Chinese, signifying that tlicy came 
to present an address in a quiet, orderly manner, were distributed amongst them), a 
Mandarin was shortly despatched to meet them, and receive their communication, upon 
which they returned to the Factories. 

.54. Your Honourable Court, will observe, under date 18th October of our Public 
Consultations, the Viceroy’s reply to the representation alluded to in the preceding para- 
graph. This Edict, we consider, may be viewed as favourable, although a defensive tone 
is assumed in it: the principal points of our representation are conceded. We had also 
the satisfaction to observe practical symptoms of a disposition to accommodate mutters, 
in a deputation which immediately followed of the Nam-hoy-yune to our Factories, to 
give directions for the renewal of the works upon our landing-place, which were forth- 
wifli resumed. We hope, therefore, that the Viceroy has been convinced by the pro- 
ceeding we adopted, of the impolicy of giving unneces.sary annoyance to foreigners, and 
that occasion will not again occur for res rting to an expedient to which we always most 
unwillingly have recourse. 
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EXTRACT LETTER in the Secret Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Court of Directors, dateej 18th November 1828, 

Par. 3T. We shall always feel pleasure in noticing the conciliatory conduct of the 
officers of the Government. Having had reason lately to complain of very opposite 
treatment from them, accompanied by an evident disposition to vilify the foreign 
character and degrade it in Chinese estimation, wc forwarded a remonstrance, couched 
ill .such firm but respectful language as, we trust, will produce a better feeling towards 

4 E 2 us 



t’HllSiA PAPJ6I16. 


78, SfieO#!)' APPENMX t» R&POjKT oir l^rta 


m-i 

ReljrijAs i)f\ 
(irievamses,, 


us iU' tijie Viceroy/ The iiumediate ri^ult of pur fiid the manner of its 
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PiiUic Department} ^ 8th Ocstobef 1829, Paragraph 3 a* l'^/ 

' JDitto ••••••••• ISth . la, 5* , 

.Ditto 23d Novembpr* v- — .3 n* 2T, 

Ditto 30th — , — 3 a' 13, 

Ditto 14th Decepih^ , — 4,a*12. ^ 

Ditto 29th — -r. 3 a’ 12. 

For these paragraphs, see letters adverted to, presented to the Select Committee the 
Sd June 1830, in the Appendix to the First Report ofthe Select Committee of the House 
of Commons, No/IX, page 1022, 


EXTRACT LETTER in the Secret Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
. at Canton to the Court of Directors, dated 28th January 1830. 

Par, 3. Wk stated in the 9tli to the 12th paragraph of the despatch above referred 
to, our intention to make a final attempt to procure redress for the embarrassments of 
the trade, by application to the local authoritiCvS of Canton, in an appeal to the newly- 
arrived Hoppo, or Commissioner of Customs. This resolution was carried into effect 
and we beg to refer your Honourable Court to our Secret Consultations of 26th 
December 1829, for the address presented by us to that officer. 

4. We regret to state, that the Hoppo’s reply * declared his determination to ndliere 

to the decision formerly paswjd.upon our representations by the Viceroy, and promised 
no improvement to the embarrassed situation of affairs. * 

5. Having received what appeared at that time to be the final reply of the local 
authorities, without an appearance of concession on any point, it became a subject of 
the most weighty consideration, whether we should re.sume commercial intercourse, or 
whether, in accordance with the tenor of our professions, we should continue to abstain 
from such intercourse. A question which embraces the interest of the Honourable 
Company, and of a large body of the British mercantile community, could not be viewed 
without a deep scn.se of the responsibility incurred in forming our decision. We 
endeavoured to view the subject with the strictest impartiality of feeling, and hope we 
have selected that course which i.s best calculated to place this trade on a firm founda- 
tion. In deciding our choice at so important a crisis, we have felt it a duty not to limit 
our views to the object of loading the Honourable Company*s ships for the present 
season, which would be dearly attained at the ri.sk of incurring permanent and irreme- 
diable 


Secret Consultations, 6th January 1830. 
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diaUe 4 nipediin^litA,,); 0 ;^^^ ft has ‘been 0^r earpest, endeavour to smire solid 
adyjintaBwri^ o^ufr boM^Rable employers,, thich mfgbt prove the balds of ‘prosperity to 
their/affifiirs in thjs country fpr successive years. * * * ^ 

SiVefelt it'incumbept upon us, as a preliminary step, to review the aerie3,vof our 
cprrjwpondence with this Government,* aitd have now the honour to state the infetfences 
whfiji^ we'bave(Irawnfro^.it^ * .* \ \ * - 

* Bart of Par. 7. The disinclination eVinced by the Officers qf Goyertunent to ^artt ahy. 
new privileges to the foreign trade wight naturally have been expected, where both 
their own pciva^ mtereslts and their national prejudice against ;inpoviition Were to be 
overcome ; but the contempt shb^n to tife 'orders of the ijlnipeforifor the establishment 
of new Hongs, by the promulgation of Edicts by the local goyeriiraent,f witbqut any 
inten(ion to act upon die professions contained in them, has b^ii a subject . of surprise 
and what we certainly had' not anticipated? . . ^ • 

Bar. Our iiiffuenco with the Chinese Government being purely of‘a corntnercliJ 
nature, has been hitherto supported by the apprehension of the xvUhcirawal qf the trade. 
This infldence has been, wpported entirely by opinion, but lias proved strong asno 
prcponde|‘ate in all differences of a serkms nature. Whether thq s.uspen$ipn of eom-^ 
mercial intercciurse has originated with the one party or the other, the risk and re- 
8|)onsibility of losing a valuable trade has ultimately preponderated over all other 
considerations in the minds of the local authorities. Through the influence of this 
principle, skilfully directed, the interests of our honourable^ employers have been 
liitherto preserved, and an effectual resistance opposed to the encroaching spirit of a 
venal goveriunent. 

16, . A combination of circumstances has rendered the employment of .this powerful 
weapon, the suspension of trade, necessary. Wc had hoped, from the tone in which 
the Government replied to our representations at the commencement of the discussion,, 
that we should be able to report to your Honourable ( oiin some favourable circum- 
stances at an earlier period; but notwithstanding our declaration of the impossibility of 
entering on commercial intercourse till the Hong was relieved from its embarrassed 
condition, and our reiterated rcpresentaiions to that effect, an apathetic indifference 
characterized the policy of the Government, and no impression seemed to be produced. 
If, after teking up such grounds, we had consented to recede, and trade upon the terms 
dictated by our opponents, no hope could have been entertained of resisting their 
encroachments for the future. Suspension of intercourse would hereafter be looked 
upon as a vain threat, and the only course left to us be implicit submission to the will of 
the victors. The Cohong system being put in force in its most obnoxious form, would 
sap the foundation of the Honourable ( onipany’s trade, while all resistance would be 
rendered hopeless. The opinion of the firmness and integrity of the representatives of 
the Honourable ('ompany in this country, which has hitherto proved an effectual check 
to the inroads of avarice and oppression, would lose its influence. The Chinese Govern- 
ment would acquire the lamentable conviction, that this trade, being indispensable to 
foreigners, could be conducted according to the dictates of their own interests. They 
would proceed under this impression to additi(»nal acts of extortion, which the absence 
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17. From this we were kd to the reflectioni that a serious lpss;pf4mef and heavy ox- 
pense^ had already been jOeui:?^ in sustaining^ the disciisstot tp 

became necessary to ^tproine whether we should abandojfj 
Whs this to be a saq^^^^ the attainment of i^y jOOTresiipnding ttcoxo^ 

pense? Could we hope,.pyen in submitting to it, that the trade would l)e aatkfaetprily 
conducted under the system to which it would be reduced. Our experience of Chinese 
chat'acter forbade us to entertain such an. expectation ; and we cpuld only contempbte 
tha certainty of being compelled to^ renew tlie struggle hereafier, and at no cUstant 
period, under increased difficulties and embarrassments. \ / 

18. We confideiuly trust, that an impartial view of both sides of this intricate quea>* 
tion will lead your Honourable Court to the conviction which it produced in our minds. 
We came to the conclusion, that a perseverance in the course hitherto pursued offered, 
oft>yo evils; the least to our choice, and we detemined to abstain from trade till some 
favourable altetatidn in the terms upon which it was offei ed rendered h worthy of accept- 
ance. The more important, the more valuable the interests at stake, the more do they 
require the protection of firmness, on which our hopes of their security for the future 
can alone be placed with confidence. We consider that we stood on high grounds on 
the present occttsion, and that our grievances, when brought to ihemotice of the Court of 
Pekin, could not fail to meet attenjtiqn und receive redrpss. The resistance of the local 
government to the commands of their superiors, and the frauds practised upon foreigners, 
with the connivance of the Cauton authorities, in such instances as those of the bank- 
ruptcy of Manhop, and the removal of property by the retired partner of the Hong of 
Cliunqua, could not fail to be seriously viewed by a Government always jealous to pre- 
serve the integrity of its authority, and unwilling to permit claims to exist against it ou 
tlie part of foreigners. These, while they destroy all pretensions to tlie administration 
of imperial justice, compromise at the same time the dignity of the Empire. 

19. Having given the subject the most deliberate attention, and we need hardly 

assure your Honourable Court, that it has caused the deepest anxiety in our minds, w 
came to the determination of preparing our ships to leave the port, being convinced 
tliat their presence encouraged the opinion that we had not seriously resolved to 
act upon the professions which we hud held out to the Govex^ment, and that no, 
hopes of an accommodation could be entertained till the apprehensions of tlxe Chinese 
were excited for the withdrawal of the trade. At the same time, we took measures for 
the despatch of two of our ships to different parts of the coast, for, the purpose -of 
presenting memorials, addressed to the Emperor of China, upon the emb^rassments 
of the British trade to Canton. ^ 

Parr of Par. 20 . Being resolved, ^however, to lose no chance of a favourable turn in 
affairs, which might avert the uec^sity of recourse to the e;$^;p;eme measure of the 
removal of our ships, we drew up a Memorial to the Emperor of China,* stating in a 
general manner the grievances for which we solicited redress, and having enclosed one 
copy of it under a seal to the Viceroy, and one to the Hoppo, we forwarded them to 
• Canton 
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Ganteiv the gentleman of the Factory, attended hy a party of Comman- 

<lers, offieexiT' ikid of our shipsS with ordem to deliver th^m at fhe gates of the 

city. This duty was performed on the 18th instant, and the addresses were' rewved by 
aninfetior officer of the Government. We shall have the “honour to detail tp your 
HonourableCourt the result of' this mission in a subsequent part of this desj^cb} and 
wiH only remark here, that it 1ms been of a nature sufficiently satlsfactoty to induce us 
to postpone the adoptidn of the measures to which we have alluded in the precedipg 
paragraph, though we cannot state at the present moment that the necessity of such a 
course has been removed. . \ 

Par. 80. On die 23d instant replies were received from the Viceroy and Hoppo’* to 
oUr addresses, enclosing memorials to be transmitted to the Emperor of China. The 
communication of the Hoppo is in unison with the former Edicts of that officer, as 
regards its general import ; but it returns the memorial to the Emperor, and states as a 
reason for this proceeding, that the mode of presenting it was irregular. 

31. The Viceroy has also returned the memorial to the Emperor, alleging the sam^ 
reason for his refusal 'to transmit it to Court as has been given by the Hoppo. The 
tone, however, which pervades the Proclamation of the former officer is of the most 
conciliatory nature, and when put in comparison with the last communication receivetl 
from him, in which any further attention to our representations was peremptorily 
refused, may, wc hope, be assumed as proof that a considerable change has taken place 
in his^sentiments.f 

82. We forbear to offer a decisive opinion upon a document, which must be judged 
rather by its general lenour than by the precise signification of Its contents. It has, 
however, afford^ us this consolatory reflection, that the door is again opened tonego- 
ciations, and we have taken advantage of this circumstance in the manner which we 
think offers the best chance of bringing matters to a satisfactory termination, if the 
professions contained- In his Excellency’s Edict prove sincere. 

33. The real substance of the Viceroy’s Proclamation may be summed up as 
follows : 

That an express has been despatched to the province in which the elder Chunqua 
nefw resides, to cause his immediate return. 

That candidates have offered themselves for the situation of Hong Merchants. 

That the creditors of Hong Merchants may meet together, make up their accounts 
and claim payment. This we conceive to have reference to the debts of the Hong of 
Chunqua. 

And, that the Emperor^s orders have been received, sanctioning a modification and 
reduction of the present paid upon entering the port 

84i. In noticing our request to be allowed to rent warehouses, the Viceroy has 
adhered to his former refusal to grant that point ; but he has given the most positive 
assurances for the security of property lodged In the Hongs of the Chinese Merchants, 
who, he has most disthmtly declared, are liable to the risk of fire, water, thieves, and 
every earthly calamity that can occur to goods confided to their charge. As regards the 

security 
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defnirUy of property^' we are not aware that in any part ^ world Hfxistsupon 
mdi^ fairourable terms than those, to the imported And the bbj^t of oon- 

ducdngcommercial d^lings* independently of the medium of t);te Hongs iis not posi- 
tively gained by this arrangement, it seems probable that in^oh may be effected by in 
ipctination on the pa 4 :t of the Foreign and Chinese MejPchanrto consult mutual accom- 
modat^n. ^e^feel, therefore, iHat we must remain satisfied with the Viceroy's deci- 
sion iipo>n*\tlii8 point, and exclude it in subsequent aiegpciation* from ihe'list of 
demand^.. • . . * ^ . 

35. -The Edict whiph we are referring concludes by general assurances of jb desire 
*to iccbmihodate, and quotes the orders of the Emperor expressive .of the same purpose, 
and aminchnation to encourage the peaceable conduct of foreign commerce. <• ' 

' 36. The circumstances of the change of tone adopted by the Government when an im- 
pression lias been excited that our ships would leave the port, coupled with the disincli- 
, nation evinced to receive our memorials to the Emperor,' lead us to draw fhe-inference 
.thatdnstructiqns have actually been iranspiitted from the Court •of Pekin ^ tot adjust the 
discussion upon fair and reasonable terms; and that the local' goveriiment has been ^ 
forced to the disclosure of this feet by our demonstration, of 'recourse to extreme 
measures. ^ . • * 

3*3^. *It is a-reinarkablo point that the date refecred to in' the Viceroy’s Edict, es thgit 
of the arrival of the express from Pekin, should be the very day upon which the delivery 
of our memorials at the city gates took place.’. This circumstance would fairly warrant 
tlie conjecture that the Gbvernment has wjshed to make it appear that' the alteration ’in 
their tone preceded, and was not the effect of that measure. A'more distant datq could 
not be named, fer it might fairly be asked, why were the Imperial orders ooncealod ?* It 
had moreover been asserted by the Merchants in Canton, on the very day that the 
occurrence took plape, that the despatch frOunP^in could not be expecte,^ ^ 

. fortnight. The cause and effect are too nearly allied by appearances to admit qF much 
doubt respecting their real connection. , , ^ ;V * ’ . 

38. Our reply to the Viceroy, to wjiich wc beg to draw your Honoiit*able Court's 
attention, hiis been carefully drawn up with the object of demonstrating to his ’Excel- 
lency that while we have every wish to riieet the conciliatory feelings exhibited iri*his 
proclamation, by a reciprocal desire of amicable adjustment, we are in no way disposed to 
swerve from the resolution which was communicated to the Government at the time 
when wc presented our memorials to the Emperor; and that our resort to extreme 
measures is merely j>ostponed, under the impression that his Excellency meditates a 
reasonable accommodation. 

39. An appearance of anxiety has been evinced by the Viceroy to rieceive ouf answer, 

in the deputation of a Government Linguist to proceed in charge of his Excellency's 
communication to Macao, and await our reply, which will be made with as little delay 
as possible. * 
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at CaoU>n to tl?e 

WE pi&rceive, in the Viceroy's l^t answer to onr address^ in the peculiar way in which 
it forwarijed to us, and m the marked manner in which he voluntarily re-dpens the 
n^dciatlohs which he had himself clo^d, by refusing to receive our addr^es, the 
effect that has been produced by our last measure of presenting our petition for the Em- 
peror at the city gate. Vf® believe now that the Government is convinced that we are in 
earnest ; and. we al^^o believe that the Viceroy is disposed to grant such terms as we shall 
be able to accept. So strong is our conviction On this point, that were We contending 
witli any other than this peculiar people, we believe an arrangement might take place 
very shortly. . 

We have pvery reason to hope we shall be enabled to restore the Hong to its original 
number of twelve or thirteen ; and should our efforts prove successful, we shall consider 
the Company's trade with China rescued from a state of peril, the greatest perhaps it 
has ever been exposed to. 

We have before observed, that we believe the Viceroy 'will grant such concessions as 
we can expect ; but the greatest caution is necessary on our parts ; too much anxiety 
evinced would infallibly tend to make him recede; the policy of the Government 
appears to be to grant nothing beyond what necessity obliges them to do, even in things 
most trivial. 

We do not consider we are too sanguine in expressing our hope, that in three weeks 
the ships will be at Whampoa, 

We have been informed, that at this moment respectable men are ready to be made 
Hong Merchants, but that the Viceroy and Hoppo, in defiance of their positive declara- 
tions to the centrary, still endeavour to extort an exorbitant fee, to the collective amount 
of 50,000 dollars for each Hong. tVe look to this difficulty being overcome, now that 
the Government are convinced of the necessity of the case. 
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EXTRACT LETTER in the Public Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Court of Directors, dated 10th Feb. 1850. 

Par. 2. We have great satisfaction in communicating to your Honourable Court the 
intelligence that an accommodation has been effected, with reference to the discussion in 
which we have been engaged with the Chinese Goyej’nment, and that the Honourable 
epmp^^y’^ received our orders to entoi; the rivp upon the 6th instant. 

3. We shall have; the honour to detail to your Honourable Court the particular cir- 
cumstances of this art^emeut at a future opportunity. 
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CnnUpi^ sequence of aisi amu^gma\t that has been 

Near-Hongs. Ilonou^ablq (Jeinpany’s ships received our p^dws.jto.^tqr^the .rl 

immediate: dhedtorge of their cargoes on the 6th instant . jTe to 

dehul the drct^tances which have given rise to, t|iis]^plttjti9|a, , , ;; , , ;■ . ,, 

3. Upon tlie 1st of this month die HongMerchants 
ofilcml deputai^on from the Government. Their ostepnble mp^ire for vhetnig ^ place 
was to fal^ leave of Mr. Plowden, who had embarked for :the day .tit^i^ng 



their arrival. , Thj^ informed us, that an answer might be daily eiqpeeted fron| |the 
Viiseroy to our last address ; upon wh^, we defined to enter ipto any ; with 

them respecting our future proceedings.* , , , y . ^ 

4. t^pon tibiS 5th Instant, a Proclamation was received from the Viceroy' throttgb .the 
Merchants, wbida will be found iu our Secret Consultations under the same date. 

5. ihe. general tenor of this document is of the most conciliatwy loature, as well as 

dmi. previously ^received from his ^cellency, and recorded ujwn tp,e ?5th,ultitnp; bodi 
lead to the conclusion that the .Government are extreinely desirous to preserve the tran> 
quillity which has usually attended the conduct pf the frade ^ and perhaps ppon the 
present occasion have evinced a greater anxiety to restore it to its ordinary (^rse than 
1 hey have hitherto permitted themselves' to discloBf, . , 

6. The Viceroy's Edict infortns us that ooe new.|foijgh!>* already been e^ablhhed, and 

that other persons have requested to be allowed to enter the Hong j that, be not, only is 
desirous of increasing the number of Merchants to. its origi.nal strength, but will also, if 
opportunity offers, be glad io.ext«ihd it even beyoqd; that limit. , 

r. The progress actually made towards the completion, of the original nupober of the 
Hong is certainly but small, and our knowledge of Urn Chinese character does not permit 
us to calculate with couBdence upon the fidfilmeat of the promises of tlie Government 
hereafter. At the same time there are some arguments which.suppprt the aMertion ef 
the Viceroy, that it is impracticable to accomplish this object at the present moment. It 
has been stated by the Merchants, that tbe.r^faii^...to et^ge.ip .jhe f^ign trad* 
ceeds from want of confidence in. the fpture , prospect of b^%ia| returns, to the specu' 
lator, (hat die embairassments of the conuuerce discourage penpus pf property frpm 
coming forward ; apd that those who are bo.w deterred .by such ipaffonf from presmiting 
their names as candidates for admission into the Hong, may be espectedf if ip* ships 
enter due . port, and ipercaudle affairs are restored to the regular routinq, .tp embrace 
witfr. pleasure the favourable opportouity upw offered to diem of entering 1^0 dlfde.^ upon 
moderate terms, l^iankhequa, Goqua .end, declared, that they . were each 

acquainted with a person who coutemjdated die e3tebliduii«d.<(ff} a Hong. Xbmwapr 


pears 


* Secret Coiuttlution!i, 29 Jon. 1830. 




jfre the assis- 




upon Wj^ st^acb ^sju^ iipport^uw3e to the 

the Hong^ )hat we shall giveeveiy encourageroe^ jn ow 
|Ki^ line j but before we are acquainted with the eiiara< 

lle|!f^ will necessarily be confined to the pntthese 

of ikBlH je^d jthe ^le of our imports for cash payments. An equitable discoiint 

wiU of conra^be attowM in the latter transaction for the consideration of receiving rea% 
money. It is said, that the knowledge of our intentions in this respect will prove a great 
inducem^t to the cahdidates, especially when combined with the resumption of trade, 
and bur perephat appearance in Canton, 

8. A Tea Merchant, named Piin-suy-lan, has been mentioned as very desirous to enter 
the Hong. This personas name has appeared on our records as the contractor to supply 
the Fokien Bohea received from' the Hong of Chunqua. Though he has proved on some 
occasions a youblesome opponent in the te«i trade, yet the energy displayed by him pro- 
mises a useful addition to the body of Hong Merchants ; the knowledge and connections 
of Pun-eoy-lan would in all proWbility render his mercantile speculations successful, 
and we should feel higldy gratified if he is induced to carry his project into execution. 

9. The obstacle which has hitherto existed upon the part of the Government to obtain- 
ing competition in the foreign trade appears to have been overcome, as far as the prin- 
ciple extends, by the creation of one Hong. The manager of this is said to have been 
admitted upon the payment of fees to a moderate amount, and such as will by no means 
deter other persons from coming forward. The Viceroy lias repeated the assurances for- 
merly given of the payment of debts, and the punishment of Merchants who miglit be con- 
victed of fraudulent practices ; and we have expressed our willingness to rely upon the 
honour of thg Government for the fulfilment of these promises. The point whiib seemed 
at this juncture principally to demand our attention was, whetlicr we were justified, 
under existing circumstances, in accepting the assurance of the Viceroy^ that the Hong 
shall be restored to its original number. 

10. In forming our determination upon this subject, we naturally attach great impor- 
tance to what appeared to be the general impression produced on the minds of the Chi- 
nese by the suspension of our trade. The tone adopted by the Government towards the 
latter part of this discussion has evinced serious apprehensions of the ultimate removal of 
the trade ; and it may be hoped that this impression will act as a powerful check upon 
them in future, to prevent the repeated connivance at frauds, such as characterized the 
bankruptcy of Manhqi, and the removal of Chunqua, the latter person having been the 
cause of sUcb serious inconvenience to the trade, we think will be either severely punished, 
or compelled to return to Canton. If it be true that the conduct of this person has been 
represented to Pekiii, it seems hardly possible that he can escape the heavy displeasure 
of that Court, who must see the necessity of putting a stop to such practices, if they wish 
for the^eontinuauce of toe trade. 

11. We are rather inclined to augur favourably respecting the augmentation of the 
Hong. W e trust that the same effect has been produced in the miucU of the Chinese by 
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thti ijantiuued sufipeodion of the trade that might bave resuhed from itti aciml remOmli 
R ^ of JsWd tteit die influence of this imprelswott wili pr^l for somd lfaB6 iii( checking the en- 
wachraeiitsi of the Government Upon a revietv of die dhiiihistanm there appeared* a 
probability of obtaining an augmentation of the Hong thre«gh>the ©neouragement we 
Foreign Tradawith might give to the new Merchants, while the ruin of two or thi^ oT the c^, Hongs seet^ 
Canton. jjg inevitable ooftsequehce of continuing the suspentfen bf 

New Hongs. Consideratic^ of expediency were strongly in fevour of an 

of differences ; &e advanced iwriod of the season admitted of no Itother dlseuisioB, and 
we were called upon to decide between the removal of the<Hon®iimble Comply ’s ships 
from the port, and the sending them to Whampoa without delay ; the pressure of ohrctim- 
stances admitted of no middle course. It still remained in our powerto loadwnd despatch 
the fleet from China before the arrival of the season yfeich would pre-clnde the hope of 
their effecting a direct passage tb the Straits j but jany further postpouembUt ofitbe ^op- 
tion of this measwe’ would have destroyed the expectation of success. The advances 
towards an acCQmmodaticm made by the Government gave us a favouralile and unex- 
pected opportunity of accomplishing this desirable object upon honourable terms, and 
we consider that we should not be justified in neglecting to avail oumelves of it. The 
Viceroy had invited uf in the most conciliatory language to resume the trade. He had 
given us the mc^t positive assurances that no obstacle vshould be made to the ^mpletion 
of the original number of the Hong, and professed his wish even to bXtend it. The prin- 
ciple of opposition to the introduction of the Cohong system ' seemed to have been 
.'gahiwh . - ' ' *• ' 

14. With refei'cncc to the considerations which .have been above stated; we determined 

to order ^Ihe Honourable Company’s ships to enter the^ port, and commence discharging 
Iheiv cargoes; and we trust that this decision will receive your Honourable Court’s ap- 
probarion. The event must prove whether our decision has been judicious It has been 
formed upon llie hope that such an impression has been prodbeed by the long suspeiision 
of our trade, as has convinced the Chinese of the necessity of making a serious attempt to 
restore its prosperity, and that this opinion will render the adoption of more extreme 
measures an alternative which may for the present be avoided; have addressed the 
Viceroy in reply to that officer’s last communication, stating the which hSd 

induced us to alter our determination of removing the Honourable Cothpany’s Aipsfronj 
the port, and tliat we have acted on a firm reliance upon the assurances whitih His 
Excellency has given, that the attainment of the important objects of the return of th 
elder Chun qua, the payment of the debts of that Hong, and the establishment of new 
Hougs> shall receive every assistance which it is in the power of the GoVeniment to 
render. 

15. Since writing the preceding paragraphs the . President has bad a personal inter- 
view with the Tea Merchant, Pun*suy-lan. This person has petitioned the gd^ernmoiit 
to be allowed to.cstablish a Hong for tKeToVeigia trade. Ihe VfceVdy baS paissed bn 
application to the Hoppo, by whom a demand of 20,000 tales is said be made as the 
price of admission. Pun-8uy4an stated his readiness to pay this aum if it met our 
approval, with the object of immediately entering into the privileges of a Hong Mer- 

cliaut, 
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cliaiit, whicb»«QHi»t;be».V^^^ ibim a» a proprietor of tea to a htrge eKteut ; but 

he was dissuaded stroagly from acceding to the demand, upon die priiici^le that a pre- 
cedent would be thereby established for the assessment of all aubflieqnent petitioners. If 
tile appUt^tion of Pun^suydan ^prol^es uimccessful, we shall consider it our duty to 
addresa. the Viceroy on the subject, which we trust will accelerate the settlement of 
this question. We feel desirous to see this person established as a Hong MerclMtnt, 'UOt 
only from the hope that the example may tend to encourage others to fallow the same 
eaurse, but from the character d the man himself, wi») is said to possess firmness and 
resolution, which we may find useful in opposing the influence of Howqua in the 
Coliofig. 

16. We shall probably be able, by a later despatch, to communicate to your Honour- 
able Court more decisive intelligence upon Iho s^ibject of the preceding paragraph, as 
well as to oflfor an opinion respecting the disposition of the officers of Government to 
fulfil the assurances under which we have recommenced our commercial trmisactions. 
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EXTRACT LETTER in the Secret Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
^ ' at Clanton to the Court of Directors, dated 2d March 1830. 

Par, % Ik the eoududing paragraph of that despatch*, we informed your Honourable 
(>ourt, that the Jea Merchant, Pun-suy-Iaii, had petitioned the Goveriunent for per- 
misaion to establish a Hong, but that some demur was made, arising from the lees de- 
manded for his admission, wliich might render it eventually uewssary for us to 
address the Government upon the subject. 

3. puu-suy4au subsequently informed us, tliat the obstacles to the establishment of 
his llpng wfiri? made, in the Hoppo’s department, and recommended our addressing the 
Viceroy, as a measure likely to bring the aflair to a speedy termination. 

4. We therefore presented a statement to that ofllcer/l* expressing a hope that Ins 
Excellency would not permit the good intentions which appeared to influence him for 
r^toring the prosperity (if the trade, to be thwarted in any department of tho Govern- 
ment We furtlier added, that we had resumed our commercial Iransaclious under his 
Excellency's assurance of promoting our views, in the creation of new Hongs upon any 
favourable opportunity, and that we looked with confidence to see those promises 
fulfilled. 

5. We have the satisfaction to inform your Honourable Court, that this represeuta- 
lion was attended with the desired effect. The Hong of Pun-suy-lan was proclaimed 
on tlie 27tii iustaot, only two days after the presentation of our address; and the day 
following another jUew Hong was declared to havii received tlie permission of Go- 
vernment to conduct the foreigu trade, 

0. We sliall now have the honour to communicate to your Honourable Court smJi 

information 
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ktformRtion as has read^ 4» rei^eeli^ three 

Hed^'ef Hongs newly esIaMsiied.* ' -i ^ -i?- v 'iv .-..vt:;. ^ '"v 

Grie\^eeg, te. 7^ The Managi^ of the fost Hong deebred in ii}>on Our 

Secret Consultadeaw under date Mi: of eeieiad MtheiRi aniongirt 

Foreign TVttJe*#^ whoni a eonsiderid»bpi^|Mn*t^^^ upon the deaA^^^ofvIhek^^^^ 

Caniiioin. ^ett but a moderate lom as tte dmre of each of thenuii Qim bi^i^ the 
New Hdwgs. liaatiagerofa silver^th's shtq? foriherlycottductedhy the father 

in sycee^ IhO imie of the new merchant is Yeu-^keTseang r;; the Hong't ^iiiie is H 
Tae« To avoid confusion of mmesin future we ehUll adopt the name of tiieHong to 
designate the individual who manages it. This mode of denominatiou appears the most 
correct, as it has referenee to the firm, and can never be changed $ the names of persons 
in China are constantly' altered, according to the caprice of die ifidividual, and this habit 
prevails to such a degree that Europeans experience the greatest difficulty iti ascertaimng 
the ctwrect appellatiofii of any native# 

8. The second newly- established firm, under the management of Pun-suyilan, is called 
Chong Wo, Pun-suy-lan's correct nameis Puau-wun-taou, in the Maiiderin dialect, or 
Pun«mun-to in that of the province of Canton. Tins person has long been engaged in 
the tea trade, in whidh he amassed a property of considerable amount ; he is a native 
of the province of Fokien. We understand that he has sustained a heavjilossin his 
dealings with the Hong of Chunqua. This is said to amount to 100,000 dollara ; but 
he is still repiesented to be a man possessed of largo property, and his chameter’stands 
high amongst his countrymen. We view the accession of this person to the body of 
Hong Merchants as a most desirable addition to their number. If capital to a certain 
extent, maimged by a man of knowledge in the tea trade, » and aeutenessof understanding, 
can thrive in the foreign commerce, it lias now a fair prospect of success. 

9. The third Merchant acknowledged by the Government is named M*(V*too4eang, in 
the Mandarin dialect ; the name of the Hong is Shun Tae. This person has been many 
years engaged in foreign trade, both in Canton and at Macao, and is well spoken of by 
Europeans who have dealt with him. He is himself possessed of some property, and is 
connected with a partner, who is spoken of as being in veiy independent circumstartces. 
The partner was eif^aged in the opium trade, and banifibed for some offence to Elee, 
from whence he has returned several years, the punishment of exile having been remitted 
upon payment of a fine. This man is said to have been the prcgector of new Hong, 
and to pDB^ss the largest share of the capital invested in it, but in consequence of the 
circumstance above alluded to he could not appear ostensibly as the manager of the firm. 
We entehaitt hopes that this Hong may prove useful to the foreign trade* 

10. It is extremely satisfactory to us to find that the Government has fulfilled its pro- 
mises of the creation of new Hongs, as the faith kept upon one point encourages the 
hope thnt.it Wilt be mamtained in*others,^ W'e hear there are still persons,. desirous of 
being made Merchants, and shall perhaps be able hereafter to report further accessions 
to the Hong, 

11. It appears that the Chong Wo Hong has been permitted to conduct (xade without 
obtaining the security of the other Hong Merchants ; &e Hong will tlmrefore be respon- 
sibly for its own debts, and these, if incurred, can produce no injury to the remaining mem- 
bers. 
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bm« Thiib^irAA biiiQ'M whii^wa have siiggestad io tiU) Goverimie 

during the bte dtscuseioa, and which it appears they have now adopted ipontaneously, 
although uawilUttg to appear to do it at our aaggesUon ; we would gladly see every Grievances, &c. 
Merchant placed upon tli^ indepeiufant fcKjtiagi aud^ it may continue to pre^ in 
theetnaiiOAOf all tfaa new Although w« believe that private traders would <N)n«* ForeignTrade with 

tend ter the * preservation oC the. old system^ which enables them to entail a debt, by Canton, 
moani of dite fieeessiti^ or impnidenee (of the indigent Merchants^ under die security of Hongs, 

the more wealthyy We shidl always view the abolition of so unjust a regulation, as caleu« 
lated byi^aising the independence of the Merchaui to give vigour and energy to the Iradu^ 
and oonsid^ it the first step towaa^ds improvement 

12. White this regulation prevails there can, to all appearances^ be little difficulty in 
procuring additional members to the Hong. The impediments which must be expected 
from the old Merchants under the former system^ are principally removed, and a prospect 
of sometliing resembling free trade is open to us. The only existing obstacle would seem 
to be the disinclination to encourage compel ition« which must for some time continue to 
pervade the established Hongs ; but we trust that tliis may wear away with time, as our 
intercourse with tbt natives improves. 

13. We are unable to give your Honourable Court any certain intelligence respecting 
the elder Qhunqua’s return to Canton. Numerous rumours are afloat, upon none of 
which dependence can be placed. In the meantime we have considered it adiveable en- 
tirely to Withdraw our commercial dealings with the Hoiig of Chunqua, with the view of 
marking our determination to give no encotiragement to the acts of dishonesty which have 
characterised its management, as well as with reference to the utter inability of the Hong, 
in its present embarrassed condition, to conduct our trade. The continuation of our 
support would have answered no purpose beyond the liquidation of the debts of Euro- 
]>eau creditons and your Honourable Court have already expressed your dissatisfaction 
with that mode of conducting business, in reference to the bankrupt Hongs preserved 
from insolvency throtigh the assistance of the Honourable Company in the season 1813-14. 

Our aid in this instance would, in fact> have tended to perpetuate a system which we are 
desirous to abolish, and which we hop in time will become extinct. We have also con- 
sidered it judicious to give every encouragement in our poww to the new Hongs, which 
the shares of our trade, vacated by the suspension of our dealings with Chunqua, eimble 
us to offer. At the same time, if the former partner of that Hong should hereafter re- 
turn and be willing to re-establish the firm, we shall be ready to resume our transactions 
with the Hong^ though perhaps under a reduction of their original extent, till the credit 
of tile establishment has been restored by a course of prudent and upright management. 


EXTRACT LETTER In the Secret Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at flatitoh to the Court of Directors, 4ated 30th Mardi 1830. 

Par. 45. We shall endeavour, as far as it is practicable, to conform to the wishes 
of your Honourable Court, expressed in the paragraphs under reply ; but we beg to 
remark, that instances will occur in which we may be compelled to depart from these 

instructions. 
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insmrotioiM. As thtfChkmu OotflnmMfc^kw^iMsuieh^ 

Red^ of foreiginM^i they frequently enforee tlnir :«a»BmirB8 tforoo^ the ra«&im;,of j^he 

Grievnncei, &c. Hhng Merchants or odier natives. Motions and TustrietioiM^ am. thus iheaped upon' the 
->•» foreigri trade, thri(nigh iBfindhert (haiineI/eBdwoiikhda%;isRiiMtae'i£!«mBQ9n 
foreign Trade'with pre^e^ to pass wmotiwd, ' Wis mayhem instasoe an <KX«ii^n'4a«hNfai«ni^ , 

tprferencemsed'fhehHlitedktenttainnie^itf'nTery importnafeipeiaiit'^te^theiidare^ 
ciT ongs. Honourable Company, although made in flavour of persons wife whoafwataretohdfy 
luiconnected. We allude to our adebess to the Viceroy respecting the deipaDdB made by 
the Hoppo, on the application of the manager of Chong Wo Hong, to enter upon the 
foreign trade.* The result, of that remonstrance eras most successful. 


EXTRACT LETTER in the PubUc Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
’ «t Canton to the Honourable Court of Directors, dated ISth . September. jl8l30« 

Par. 6. Wb have much satisfaction in announcing to your Honourablo Court that two 
more Hong Merchants have lately been added to the four admitted iq)to the Cohong last 
season. , ,, , 

'7ii .We are at) present without the necessary information regarding the chwacter and 
capability of these map to ofler an opinion as to their indivi4ual merits ; but we greatly 
r^'mee at the circumstance, and .trust toat .oue of .fhe, principal barriers formerly eicistiug 
to the extoosion of the. Cohong (we. allude to the exhorbitant le^s qu the elation of a new 
Merdiaat) is removed. v 


ex tract LETITO. in the public Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
. at Canton to the Court of Directors, dated ^th January 1831. 

Pir. 26. ' An Address to the Governor, strongly recommending the creation of more 
Hong Merchants, ns a measure mutually advantageous to both parties, has been dram 
up, and will be found recorded on Onr Public Consultations,t transmitted by the present 
despatch. ' ’ ' , ^ ^ . 


EXTRACT LETTER in the “Public Copartment, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Court of Directors, dated llth February iSSl. 

Par. 5. Yom Honourable Court has already been informed that we deemed it our 
duty to address the Governor oCCanton, urging the advantagw whkh must arise to 
English as wdl US Chinese interests by tlw deetipn of more Hong McBchants, who were 

men 


* Public Coiunltations, S5th I^cb. 1^0. 


t lbid. SSJm.1831. 
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men of credit and chmcten We have received a moat favourable reply from his Excel- 
lency, admitting the justice of our application for the creation of substantial Merchants, 
and expressing* in language more distinct than is generally characteristic of a Chinese 
Proclamation, that the more ” there were '' the better.” A copy of this document 
will accompany our present despatch. It will beoonie our duty to remind his Excelleiiey 
of the wisdom his determination, should any unnecessarily protracted delays take place 
in die accomplishmexit of so desirable an object. 


riUKA PArBBSi. 
(E.) 

RedrM of 
(irievances, See. 

Foreign Trade with 
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New Hongs. 


(28.)-.RESPECTING THE TRADE IN OPIUM. 


EXTRACT LETTER in the Secret Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 

at Canton fo the Secret Conunitlee of the Court of Directors, dated 21st November 

1821. 

Par. 34. On our Secret Records, under the dates noticed in the margin,* your Honour- Opium Trade, 
able Committee will perceive the measures so frequently threatened by the Chinese 
Government to check the Opium Trade at this port have been recently renewed.^ 

35. If we may believe the statements of the Merchants, the intentions of the local 
government are to be regarded as more determined than they have ever formerly been ; 
but as our communications with the Merchants have as yet been solely confined to a 
relation of their conferences with the officers of Government upon this subject, and as 
we have not been officially appealed to, we cannot help expressing our doubts as to the 
actual extent ot the danger impending over the Opium Trade. 

36. Your Honourable Committee will perceive, however, that Pinqua has been de- 
prived of his Button, and that the Merchants have been more than usually solicitous with 
us to interfere in recommending the individuals concerned in this traffic to withdraw their 
ships from the port. 

37. It is no more than natural that men ijicurring the heavy responsibility of Hong 
Merchants, and acting in that capacity under a Government the most arbitrary and 
despotic in the universe, should feel the utmost solicitude at a moment when they are 
threatened with the heavy visitations of that Government, and wc do most, sincerely 
feel for their situations ; but we do not conceive it would be either prudent or politic 
to take any part in this matter, unless it is especially required from us from Govern- 
ment, by a more sufficient communication than messages, and we have hitherto declined 
all interference. 

38. We must beg to refer your Honourable Committee to our Secret Proceedings 
under the dates alluded to, for the particulars of die communications of the Hong 
Merchants on this important subject. The origin of the inquiry into the Opium trans- 
actions 


* SMiet ConsiiltatioDt, Nov- 11. 12. uid 11. 
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actions is variously stated^ some asserting it to arise from the personal enmity of 
the Quongchow Foo to Pinqua, others to the more venal source of desiring to extort 

Grievances, &c. nioney. ; > . . 

39. But to whatever source it owes its rise, the sitpliou of ^the Merchants hes become 

Opium Trade, exceedingly critical, accused on one side of former wilful neglect, they are threatened on 
the other with the severest punishments if they do not report ilia ships eoncemed in this 
illicit traffic to Government ; and such is now become the weight of ^eir responsibility, 
that they have declared to us they must lodge infonnation against those ships unless they 
speedily quit the port. 

40. They further have intimated to us that in future botids will be required from the 
Company’s ships, declaring that there is no Opium on board, as well as from every 
other vessel entering the port, and until such bond is given they will be obliged to do- 
cline securing the ship. 

41. This question is by no means a novel one to your Honourable Committee; a 
reference to former proceedings will show that similar demands were mads in 1817, and 
subsequently dropped ; such may only be the intention at present, but appearances 
lead us to believe this demand will be j)er8isted in, and as it is one of an extremely 
objectionable nature, and if complied with, calculated to establish a precedent of the 
worst description, we shall feel it our duty to proceed with the utmost caution in assent- 
ing to it. 

45. Since tvriting tlie preceding paragraphs respecting Opium, we liave seen the 

Viceroy’s Edict to Pekin on the subject of that eomiuerce, and the Merchants have 
doliverwi to us a copy of the Viceroy’s letter to them respecting it.* From these docu- 
ments it will be satisfactory to your Honourable Committee to observe that no imputa- 
tion is cast upon the Honourable Company’s ships for being concerned in this illicit 
tratfic- * 

46. The measure of compelling the Opium ships to quit the port we conceive must Ic 
enforced, if the agents for them have any regard for the safety of the property at stake. 
The Hong Merchants have reported the names of these ships to Government, and the 
Viceroy has, in consequence, ordered one half of their regular import cargo to be confis- 
cated, and has refused to allow any return cargo to be shipped, insisting even upon tU’ 
re-landiug of that already sent on board ; and we hear that Government have further 
threatened to send down a force to Whampoa to seal the ships’ liatches, and enforce 
their departure. 

47. From all these circumstances your Honourable Committee will both perceive and. 
be able to judge of the determination of the local government to effectually suppress this 
illicit commerce, and if they firmly pursue their present system, it cannot continue be* 
carried on as heretof.)rc. 


(E.) 

Redress of 


Secret ConsulUtions, 15ib sad 10th No^'cmhur- 
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EXTRACT LETTER in the Secret Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Caaton to the Secret Committee of the Court of Directors, dated 11th March 1822. 

Par. 10. In our address to your Honourable Committee, per Herefordshire, of the 
21st November lost, par* 34 and 41, we stated that the measures so frequently 
threatened by the Chinese Government for checking the Opium trade at this port, had 
oeeii recently renewed. 

17. These m^sures have been recently persisted in by the Viceroy of Canton, with 
such a degree of pertinacity, as to occasion the most serious interruption to this impor- 
tant branch of the trade of China. 

18. Among the regulations which the Viceroy is endeavouring to establish for prevent- 
ing the introduction of Opium into China, that one is perhaps of tlic most serious inipor- 
tanco to the continuation of the traffic at Whampoa, which proposes that all foreign ships 

^ should be secured by the four Senior Merchants, w^ho are the only opulent and respec- 
table Hongs, 

10. By this it is meant, that on the arrival of a ship, each of these four Merchants in ro- 
tation should give a bond to Government, convoyfaig their responsibility that no Opium 
is imported in her ; and for their more certain security, a counter-bond is required from 
the commanders or agents of ships before the Merchants give their pledge to Govern- 
ment, without which the ship is not permitted to trade. 

20. This regulation is founded upon a plan submitted to Government by the Merchants 
themselves, which will be found in our Secret Records on the 20th November last. At 
the period it was recommended by the Merchants, they little imagined it would be pro- 
ductive of all tjje evils now to be apprehended in its exercise, and we believe they now 
sincerely lament the opportunity they have thus unwarily afforded Government of prac- 
tising additional extortion and oppression in their several Hongs. 

21. In the 45th paragraph of our letter to your Honourable Committee, per Hereford- 
shire, we stated tliat the Merchants had intimated to us, that in future bonds would be 
re(][hired from the Honourable Company’s ships, in common with every other ship, and 
that until granted they could not undertake to secure them. 

22. Conibrmably with this intimation, we have now to inform your Honourable 
Committee that a bond has been demanded from the Commander of the Scaleby Castle, 
immediately on the arrival of tliat ship at Whampoa, and the same having hitherto been 
withheld, tJmt ship, as well as the Vansittart, have not yet been permitted to discharge 
their cargoes. 

23. Your Honourable Committee, in your letter to China of tlie 8th May 1818, have 
enjoined our conceding tlie point of giving bunds, if demanded by the Chinese Govern- 
ment, rather tluui renew the discussion of 1814 upon this subject, and the spirit of tlicse 
instructions furnished lo us in that letter, according to our interpretation, generally 
recommend acquiescence in the wishes of this Government, We conceive, however, that 
these instructions never could have contemplated tlie pernicious tendency of the affidavits 
now demanded. 
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24. 'These affidavits require an extension of security beyond every reasonable limit ; 
namely, that tlie parties subscribing them should affirm that not the smallest particle of 
Opium is imported in the ship ; and should it so happen that any is hereafter detected, 

. they assent cheerfully to submit to the laws, or in other words, consent to confiscation of 
property, and expulsion from tlie port. 

25. The cases of the Gunner of the Essex in 18 l9-'^0, and tlie more recent one of the 
Captain's Steward of the Atlas in the present season, are quite sufficient of themselves to 
show the impossibility of our being security against the introduction of Opium in our own 
ships, and the dangerous consequences that might ensue if we consented to subscribe to 
this affidavit. 

26. By the securities now demaiulcd, it will be evident to your Honourable Committee 
that a very important part of the Hong Merchants' responsibility is virtually transferred 
to foreigners ; and if such an innovation is acceded to, a precedent is established fur others 
which may finally be productive of the worst consequences to the European trade with 
China. 

27. So long as the requisitions with Government were of a nature that did not involve 
in tliese consequences serious injury to the Honourable Company’s interests, we should 
have considered it our duty to adhei‘e implicitly to the Honourable Court's Orders of th(^ 
8th May 1818^ but the present demands are of such an opposite tendency, that wc feel 
it imperative upon us to resist them to the utnu^st of our ability. 

28. We accordingly drew up a temperate remonstrance against such a serious iimo- 
vatioii on our trade addressed to the Viceroy and Hoppo, representing to them our 
anxious wish that tlie Government will not persist in requiring affidavits from the ships of 
the Honourable Company, which he has already acquitted of participating in the Opium 
Trade of this port. 

29. We are concerned to inform your Honourable (Committee, that this address has 
not produced any relaxation in the demands of the Viceroy, who desired the Hong 
Merchaiit.s to inform us that he could make no distinction between the Company's ships 
and those of other Foreigners ; and that if we could not comply with the regulation 
respecting affidavits, the two sliips now at Whampoa could not remain there. 

30. Having only received this reply from the Viceroy yesterday, it is impossible for 
us, in the present state of this question, to conjecture how it may be terminated; but 
we hope to be able to convey to your Honourable Committee some more definitive infor- 
mation upon the subject by the slups composing the next despatch. 


EXTRACT LETTER in the Secret Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Secret Committee of theCourt of Directors, dated 19th March 1822. 

Par. 1. In our last address, dated 11th instant, we stated to your Honourable Com- 
mittee that his Excellency the Viceroy, in reply to the temperate remonstrance we had 
addressed to him on the subject of his demand for Opium Bonds from the Honourable 
Company’s ships Scaleby Castle and Vansittart, had informed ns generally that he could 
• make 
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make no distinction between the Company’s ships and those of other foreigners, and liiai 
the proposed affidavits would be requisite before those ships could be permitted to 
unload, 

2. Some of tlie observations contained in the reply of the Viceroy affording us an op- 
portunity of again addressing him, we once more had recourse to this measure ; and in a 
letter which we transmitted on the 15th instant, w'^e endeavoured to convince his Excel- 
lency of the great unreasonableness of persisting in this requisition from the ships of the 
Honourable Company, who during their long intercourse with China had never evaded 
the regular duties of the port, and with respect to Opium, had not only invariably pro- 
mulgated the Imperial Edicts prohibiting its importation, but also had imposed tlie 
striote.st penalties on such persons, under their immediate control, who might be detected 
attempting its introduction. 

3. Wi*- are now happy to inform your Honourable Committee that tlie Viceroy. si}ice 
the receipt of this last communication, has been induced to reconsider and dispense with 
the requisitipn for Opium Ih.mds from the Scaleby Castle and Vansittart, and we are 
assured by the Merchants that after certain forms of office are complied with, tliese ships 
will be permitted to discharge their cargoes and receive their teas without further im- 
pediments. 


CHINA VAl'KIiS, 



(iricvuiiccs, 4\c. 
Opium '1 rude. 


EXTRACT LETTER in the Public Department, from the SELECT COMMITTEE 
at Canton to the Court of Director's dated 27tli July 1823. 

Par. 18. We have the honour to enclose to your Honourable Court three edicts '' 
j’eceived fron> the different officers of the Canton Government, on the subject of the ships 
remaining on the coast laden with opium, and our reply tlmrcto. We were desirous to 
avoid the slightest implication on the part of the Honourable Company, and at the same 
time not to op])ose unnecessary impediments to the trade. The arguments we have 
tjiken up, although specious, cannot be maintained, should the Viceroy place any 
obstacles to our commercial transactions dependent upon the departure of the vessels in 
question. 

19. In the margin we have noted the number and names of the British vessels, t and 
we are in hopes the government will continue for some time silent and inoffensive. In 

April 


* No« 1 to 

t British Ships ; • Foreign Brigs ; 


Yalctu Bengal. 1 American. 

Eugenia Do. 3 Spanish, 

Merope Do. I Portuguese* 

Samanuig Bombay. 

Brig Jameaina Do. 
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— ^ xVpril last, however, the Viceroy resorted to ilie usual measure of exacting the re- 

I . spouibiliiy of the iratle^ by ^i^uting the depw-ture of the ftiscfoa (the only British 
(o ii vanwsr^c. then at Whampoa) until the opium vessels departed from their pieces of resort 

* on the coast; and should he in the present season adopt a similar line of conduct in 

Dpiam Trade, regard to the Honourable Company's ships, and our remonstrances prove of no effect, 
in obedience to the orders of your Honourable Court to that purport, we must require 
I he departure of those vessels so long as they afford any impediment to the commercial 
proceedings of the Honourable Company. 


EXTRACT LETTER in the Secret Department, from the SELECT COMMirfEE 
at Canton t«> the Court of Directors, dated 6th February 1824*. 

Par. 81. Wi^ have at different periods entered upon our Public Consultations, the 
several edicts that have been issual by the Canton Government for the expulsion of the 
opium ships from the coast of China. The only instance in which they have lately acted 
up to their declaration, was in the month of May last, when a country ship at Wham- 
poa was precluded from trading until the departure of the only British ship then engaged 
in that commerce from the coast, 

82. Our representations to the local government at that period, and previously, of our 
inability to compel ships to depart from the coast that had not reported themselves, or 
even entered the port, was attended with the result that in the edicts that were issued on 
the subject, the omission of our names was for some time noticed, until a recent address 
was received from the Hoppo, in which it was distinctly stated that the commerce of 
the Honourable Company would be considered implicated in any accidents that might 
arise in the prosecution of the traffic in opium on board of ships bearing the English flag ; 
and that the representatives of other nations would be held responsible in a similar 
manner for accidents occurring amongst the opium ships bearing their respective 
flags. 

83. We considered it a proper precautionary measure to address the Bengal Govern^L 
ment with all the information we could collect upon the subject, and at the same time to 
inform tliein of the injunctions of your Honourable Court that we should on no account 
permit the opium trade to interfere with the regular process of our commercial trans- 
actions; but that in the event of such a circumstance arising, we should be necessitated 
to exert our influence and power to demand the departure of the ships thus employed, 
should such an object be made necessary previous to the removal of any obstacles the Chi- 
nese Government might oppose to the commerce of the Honourable Company. 

84. We are, however, induced tp hope that the distinction is now understood, or 
rather that it suits the views of the local gefvernment to impede the commerce of the 
country ships, when it is desired to act up to their edicts on the subject, in preference 
to rendering the Honourable Company responsible in circumstances where they have 
neither immediate interest nor control. 


CORRESPONDEKCE 
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CORRESPONDENCE rektijig to the RESIDENCE of EUROPEAN FEMALES 
in the Comfnny’s Factory at Canton, and the Restriction against using Cliinese 
Chat-bearers, 

Public Departnient, 23d October 1830, paragraphs 9 a’ 18. 


Ditto ... ditto ... IStb Nov 57 a’ 61. 

Ditto ... ditto ... 15th Dec. 9 a’ 13. 

Ditto ... ditto ... 1st January 1831 9 & 10. 

Ditto ... ditto ... 11th February 6. 


For these paragraphs, see the Letters adverted to, presented to the Select Committee 
■ the 18tb July 1881 , pp. 440 to 445 of this Appendix. 


CORRESPONDENCE relating to the DEATH of Mr. MACKENZTF,. 
Public Department, 23d October 1830, paragraphs 4 a' 8, 14, 15 and 18. 

For these paragraphs, see the Letter adverted to, presented to the Select Committee 
the 12tli July 1831, pp 467, 441, 442 of this Appendix. 
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Where p. is preiUed to the %ures, reference is to the paging generally; where p. and par., to the 
page and number of the paragraph therein. 


A. 

Accidehtal Death, See Death, 

AddrejsA'ing the Canton Government. See City Gates, Right of Addressmg, 

Advances mdidahy the Company to the llong-s, p, 491, par. 175*177 Interest, p- 191, 

par. J75. 

Affidavit ; Attestation of, by making a coloured impression of the deponent’s hand, 
p. 574, par. 20. 

Ajeu, Linguist; seized by Chinese government for carrying a portrait of the Prince 
Regent to Pekin, p. 521, par. 2 Justified on other grounds, p, 522, par. 9 Exer- 
tions madu in his behalf, p. 525,526, par, 7-9 Opi)ressive conduct towards him, 

p. 528, par. 16-18— — Severity relaxed, p. 528, par. 19 Banished, p. 528, par. 39 ; 

p. 52^1, par. 6 ^His only oftence was his connection with the English, p. 52S, par, 31 

Suspected of being a Christian, and compelled to abjure, p. 529, par. 9. 

Alceste, His Majesty’s ship ; (15.) Paper (E.), p. 539. 

* Arrival ; Mandarins go on board ; (Captain Maxwell requests to enter the Boguo ; a 
reply from the Viceroy promised ; waits six days ; provisions become scarce ; watched by 

armed boats ; proceeds to Chumpee, p, 539. Ordered to anchor, and fired at ; 

returned with blank as a salute ; shots fired from the fort. ; proceeds within the Bogue ; 
cannonade from the forts , returns a broadside, which silenced tlicm ; proceeds to 

Canton ; Chinese authorities pretend ignorance of orders for firing, p. 540 Imperial 

notification that the Alceste was specially allowed to enter the Bogue, p, Mi, [Kir. 2 

Letter from Captain Maxwell to the Viceroy ; but the Chinese affect to consider 

it from the Committee, p. 542, par, 3— Answer returned to the President, implying 
obedience to the Viceroy’s orders; receiving of itjrcfused by the Committee, p. 542, 

par. 4 Pretend that the officers of the forts acted without orders, p. 542, par. 5. 

■ ■■■ I nformed that a captain of His Majesty’s ship could not receive a letter addressed 
to merchants, p. 54J, par, 6~-^No opposition to the Lyra brig, 543. 

Americans. Endeavour to embroil the Committee in disputes with the Chinese Govern- 
ment; Hong merchant Pinqua interested in their prize ships, p 519, par. 3 Discus- 
sions re8t)ecting the prize snip Arabella, p. 519, par. 5 Persons interested in tjicir 

trade influence the conduct of governmenit, p. .525, p. 5. 
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American Merchants, combine to reduce the appreciation of the tea market, p. 506, 
par. iO. 

Amherst, Lord. See Embassy. 

Armed Force used for the Protection of the Factory at Canton; Paper (C.), 
p. 469-471* 

A ffuard of 100 men placed in the Factory, p. 469 Orders for their conduct, 

p. 47^-~Thaiiks to Captain Innes, Captain mylis, and the Commanders of the 
Company’s ships, p. 470, 471. 

Artned Force. Threats of Viceroy to send soldiers to the Factory to expel female resi- 
dents, p. 413— -Committee’s remarks, p. 414— —^Representation to the Viceroy on 

the subject, p. 420— — Resistance by the Committee ridiculed by the Chinese, p. 422- 

The guns broug'ht up to the Factory for its protection removed, on assurances of secu- 
rity by the Chinese Government, p. 426— Jiitroduced into the Factory for its protec- 
tion by Mr. Baynes, in discharge of his duty, p. 435 ; p. 442, par. 16.— See Females 
Resideiit at Canton. 

Astelly Mr. His using a sedan-chair made tlie occasion of issuing a prohibition against, 
p. 409, 412 Although of rank in England, considered by (’liinese as only a mer- 

chant at Canton, p. 413. 

Attendants, Native, Not permitted, W edict of Government, to be about European 
Factories, p, 5 1 9, par. 8— ~As more Europeans must be employed, would tend to riots, 

p. 519, 520, par. 9, 10 If attended to, would prevent the course of business, p. 520, 

par. 11, 12 An old question revived, p. 526, par. 12— Mitigated, p. 527, par. 13 

■—Ill-treated by the Government to annoy the Company’s trade, p. 530, par, 2 
—Threatened to be seized, p. 53G, par, 9. 

Austin, Captain. Some men belonging to his ship accused of causing the death of a 
Chinese, but without any reason, p. 477, par. 3-— No proof produced, p. 477, par. 5 
^Ilis conduct commended, p. 478, par. 1 1— -Engages to prosecute tlie investiga- 
tion, p. 479, par. 2. 


B, 

Bankrupt Merchants Gneh'QUa and Ponqua; (1.) Paper, (E.), p. 474, 475. . 

Liquidation of debts prevented by the Viceroy, p. 474, par 13-»~Prejudice to the 
tea trade, p, 474, par. 15— -Unreasonable terras of settlement oflered by the Chinese, 
p. 474, par. 3— Objected to, p, 475, par. 90— ^Accounts adjusted, p. 475, par. 230. 

Bannerman, Mr. ; His services in delivering an address at the City Gates of Canton ; 
advantage ftom his knowledge of the language, p. 533, par. 12. 

Baylis, Captain ; His conduct in preparing the defence of the Factory at Canton 
approved, p. 470, 

Basel, Mr. Van, Netherlands’ Consul ; investigates the circumstances attending Mr. 
Mackenzie’s death, p, 448*450. 

Baynes, Mr., President of the Factory at Canton. Discussion with him on prohibition of 
European females residing at Canton, p. 411 to 432— Accused by the Chinese Go- 
vernment. of falsely filling flic Chair ; and of causing females to reside at the Factoi^, 

p. 432-437 Of improperly arming the Factory, ib. ^Properly succeeded Air. 

Mowden, p, 434— Armed the Factory in proper exercise of his duty, p. 435— Mr. 
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Baynes invited to rmde at Canton by Howoua, p, 441, par. 12.r— Threatened with 
ptmishsmt by the CWnese authorities, p. 433— —Abused by them, and accused of 
niisconduiCt;) p. 4a9»— See t efn(de^ li^sid^nt at C&fitou^ 

Boats^ passing the Bogus ; License required for employing, may become an excuse for 
extortion, p. ,527i par. 14. 

Boats, See Charges for Boats between CanJton and Macao, 

Bonds required from the ships, on security against illicit trade in opium, p. 502, par. 40 
——Would be productive of serious evil if enforced towards the Company’s ships, 
p. 593,594, par. 23*2^— Relinquished, p, 595, par, 3 

Bovet, Mr . ; His conduct in the affair of Mr, Mackenzie, p, 443, par. 14 ; p. 447, 449, 
459 ; p., 467, par. 5. 

Business of the CoWjpnny. Its allotment between tlie Hongs, p. 489, par. 11, 12; p. 494, 
par. 5— ^Coniplaint of its inequality, p. 500, par. 5. 

Button ; A mark of the Hong privilege, p. 591, par. 3& 


C. 


Cameron^ Captain ; p. 566, par, 3-4. 


Cangwe, the, placed, on, the neck, a slight punishment at Canton, p. 567, imr. 54. 


Chair-bearer, See Sedan-Chairs, 

CuARQKe FOR BoATs betwem Canton and Macao ; (22.) Paper (E.) p. 571. 

Abuses favoured by the Hong merchants remedied by the Viceroy, p. 571, par. 119 

^The Hongs required to state the legal demands, p. 571, par. 16— But still 

encourage illegal fees, p. 572, par. 52. 

China, Laws of. Alleged breach of, by the residence of females at Canton, p. 407 to 44(*) 

—By the use of sedan-chairs, p. 407 to 4*16. See Females Resident at Canton, 

Sedan-Chairs, 

Will not allow plea of self-defence in case of death of natives by foreignors, p. 555, 
par. 9 ; p. 556, par. 3; p. 560, par. 4; y, 560-561, par, 6, 10.— See Death of 
'Natives by Foreigners, 


Chinese Characters and Language, Addresses written in, to the Government, refused 
to be received, p. 520, par. 14; p. 525, par. C ^Admitted, p. 526^ par. 11 Mis- 

understanding in consequence of the WTong use of a character, p. 531, par. ,5— — Evils if 

dependent on Chines* translations, p. 538, par 5 Necessity of a perfect knowledge 

of the Chinese language, p. 538, par. 2— The privilege of communicating in, with 

the Government, threatened to be withdrawn, p. 573, par. 25. See Right of 

Addressing the Canton Government, 


Chikbse Govbrsmbrt, Prohibit the residence of females at Canton, p. 407 to 446 

Forbid the use of sedan-ehairs, p. 407 to 446— Demand of three rarsces criminally 

accused, p. 414 Threatens the introduction of an armed force into the Factory, p, 414 

—Justifies the practice of answeriiiff addrojises by posting them on the walls of the 
Factory ,p. 4 17-~-Promi8es not to molest the Factory,p.422— Ridicules resistance to 
the anned force they[threaten to send, p, 422— Gives relief to a shipwrecked vessel, 

p. 422— Thj'eatens to stop the trade, p. 422 Gives assurances of security to the 

Factory, since they have become penitent, p. 425— Orders the guns to be ronioycd 

4 H 2 


INDEX, 

BOA-CHI. 
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from the Factory, p. 426-~-Law8 , complained of made out of kindness to 
foreigners; professes indiflerence to commerce; hints at conciliation, p. 428*430— ~ 
Defends the practice of posting up answers spinet the walls, p, 427— ~Artful 
representations made to the Government by their officers ; plausible without truth, 

\K 428 Plausible colouring given to the tlireats of sending an aitned^ force to the 

PVtory,p. 429 ^Forbids me residence of Mr. Whiteman's and Mr. Thornhiirs 

wives at Canton, p. 431*432 Asserts that Mr. Baynes falsely filled the President's 
chair, p, 433— -And armed the Factory from being frightened, 433— Its forbear* 
ance in not inflicting awful punishments as for rebdlion, p. 44$*-<— In not punishing 
all for the offence of an individual, Baynes, p. 436— Threatens to detain Mr. 
Baynes to be punished for his crimes, p. 433-— Injoins the Committee to prevent 
merchants from bringing females to Canton, p. 436— Leaves a discretionary power 
to the officers of Govenmient in enforcing the prohibitions of female residence, and 
using chairs, but with good management, and without loss of dignity, p. 438— Its 
disregard for truth in the statements of public documents; p. 438--— Pretends an 
excuse for the arming the Factory, p. 438— —Asserts that, on repentance, Baynes dis- 
armed the Factory and sent the women away, p. 438— Abuses Mr. Baynes, and 
assorts his removal for mismanagement, p. 439— Insists on obedience to prohibitions, 
un peril of being expelled ,p. 439-440— Malignant temper shown by, p.440, par. 9— 
Influenced by the fear of suspension of trade, p. 44*2, par. 18— Promises not to 

molest English resident ladies, p. 443, par. 58,61 ^'fheir conduct in that business 

an experiment how far the Company will yield, p. 444, par. 10, 11 Its concilia- 

tory disposition induced by the reoellion in Tartary, p. 444, par. 13— Unfavourable 
proceedings Instigated by suggestions of the Hong, from jealous feelings, p. 445, par, 9 

Did not consider the question of importance, p. 445, par. 9-10.— See Armed 

Force. Females Resident at Canton^ Sedan-Chairs, 

Directs the Hong merchants to make enquiry about the death of Mr. Mackenzie, 
p. 451-455 — —Claims jurisdiction of the affair, p. 452, 460-465— States instances of 

its exercise, p. 453-454, 460-465 Officers of the Govenmient take corrupt advantage 

of ^uch disturbances, p. 456— — Executes a man given up by the French Consul, with- 
out trial, or allowance for accident ; evils mi^t more frequently arise,, but money 

exacted for connivance, p. 457- Proposal to have accused tried by the English, 

under tlieir superintendence, p. 466— Change in tlie mode of designating the Presi- 
dent, p.4G5 Demands for giving up the accused frequently repealed, but the iis\ijil 

routine of business not affected, p. 467» par. 8.— See Mackenzie, 

Interference to prevent the liquidation of Gnewqua’s and Ponqua « debts, p, 474, 
j)ar. I3.~See Bankrupt MercharUs, * 

Slights the representations made by the Committee as to the burthens on trade, 

p. 476, pur. 188; p, 476, par. 91 ; p.477, par. 121, 122. See Trade, Burthens on. 

Detention of ships in consequence gf a Chinese, being killed by an English seaman, 

p. 477, par. 1 Allows the ships to .sail on promise to prosecute the inquiry, p.479, 

par. 2 Demand for delivering up the man resumed in the following year, p. 479, 

par. 298, 299.- See Detention of Skips, 

Orders Mr. Roberts to quit Oaiitori, p. 485, par 5— On suspension of trade by 

the Committee, retracted, p. 486, par. 8; p. 486, par. 138. ^See Suspension of 

Trade. 

Readily redresses a complaint of ill-treqtment of the First Lieutenant of His Ma- 
jesty’s ship Indefatigable, p. 488, par, 299. Indefatigable, 

Conduct in respect to the embarrassed Hongs, p, 45K), par. 172-^Does not protect 
trade, p. 493, par. 16 — Inclined to remove me Junior Hongs in debt, p, 493, par. 38 

Unfavourable disposition towards them, p. 496, par. J2, 13-~^Becomes more 

favourable, p. 496, par. 25, 7; p- 497^ par 147, 148; p. 498, par, 1 L— See ffowg 
Merrhants, 
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Bstabliflliment of a Cobong' favoured by the Government, p. 5(X)-501, par. 2, 3, 7 

Superior officera^ open to imposition from their ignorance of forei^ trade, p. 501, 

par. 9-*-rJP«els the evils of suspension of trade, p, 502, par. 13 No other way of 

inftuencing its conduct, p. 503, par 14-— Object in promoting the Cohoi^ system, 
p. 506^ par. 7— PoHcy^to destroy competition, p. 5u7, par. 11.— See Vohong^ 

Local government of Canton object to Sir GeO. Staunton accompanying Lord Am- 
berst^s embassy, p. 509, par. 5**— Supposed reasons, p. 510, par. 7.— — See Em- 
bass}/. 

Denounces punishment of combinations by tea-merchants, p. 515, par. 6.-— See 
Tea Merchants* 

Issues an edict for punishing frauds in tea contracts, p. 517, par. 57.— See Tea 
Contracts, ^ 

Demand of a gift on the Emperor attaining his 60th year, p. 517, par. l6 — 20. 

See Foreign Trade, 

Conduct re^)ectiiig His Majesty’s 'ships at Chumpee, p. 518, par. 1,2--— Respect- 
ing His Majesty’s ship Doris taking possession of an American prize, p. 519, par. 6, 7 

Prohibits the employment of natives at the Factory, p. 519, par. 8 — 10— 

Mitigates^ its severity, p. 527, par. 13 Refuses to receive addresses in Chinese 

characters, p. 520, par. 14; p. 525, par. (i— Admitted, p. 526, par. 11— Accedes 

to adjustment of differences after suspension of trade, p, 522, par. 5, 6 ^Unjust 

conduct towards Ajeu, a linguist, p. 52l, par. 2 ; p. 522, par. 9 ; p, 528. par. 16 — IS, 
:30, 31 ; p. 529, par. 6, 9 — —Breaks off* a discussion with Sir Geo. Staunton for adjust- 
ing differeucos, p. 522, par. lO— Afterwards renews them, and accedes to terms, 
p. 523, par. 12— Conduct influenced by persons interested in American prizes, p, 525, 

f ar, 5— — Speciousness in their manner of discussing complaints, p. 526, par. 8— 

mputes treasonable conduct to the Committee, p. 526, par. \) Justice of tribunal.** 

not to be relied on, p, 528, par, 16 — —Nor on the veracity of their officers, p. 528, 

par. 31 Venality of court.s of justice, p. 529, par. 7—- ^Inimical feelings of the 

officers of Government, p. 530, par. 10.— See Discussions mth Canton Govmt- 
ment in 1814-15. 

Seizure and ill-usage of a compradore, p. 530, par. 1 ; p. 534, par. 13, 14; p. 535. 
par, 8— ^Detains the ship General Hewitt, conveying presents connected witn Lord 
Amherst’s embassy, p. 531, par. 3 — —Refuses to receive addresses of explanation, 
p. 532, par. 6,9— Allowed to load, if room is kept for the returned presents, p. 535, 
par. 22; p. 536, par. 10—— Threatens to seize persons in Committee’s etnploy, p. 5;jt‘), 
par. 9.— See General Hewitt Ship, 

Hostile proceedings towards His Majesty’s ship Alceste, p. 539, par. 23- Pre- 

tends ignorance of proceedings, p. 540 ; p. 542, par. 5 Permits the ship to enter the 

Bogue as a special occasion, p. o41, par. 2— i-Method most effectual in negociations 

with, is, first to act, and discuss afterwards, p. 541 Speciousness of its conduct, 

p. 542, par. 3, 4.— See Alceste, 

Punishes the robbeiy and murder committed on the property and crew of the Wa 

bash American ship, p. 543, par. 62. See Disemsions mth the Canton, Govern- 

ment, 1817-18. 

Demands the person who killed a (.’hinese, p. 545, par. 9 Is deceived with a 

subterfuge of substituting a dead body for him, p.^547, par. 15-23 Suppresses an 

attempt to revive the subject, p. 547, par.*(), IT.'— ^See Discussions trith the Canton 
Got^errment, 1820-21. 

Proceedings re.si)ecting the affray with the inliabitant-s of Lintin and the crew of 
His Majesty’s ship Topaze, p. 548— Holds the Committee answerable fur the King's 

ships, p. 548-549, par. 3, 7 ; p. 551), par. 1 — .3 ; p. 561 , par. 1 1 Suspends the trade, 

p. 549, par. 6 rDemands the delivery up of the accused men, p. 552, par. 2 ; p. 552. 


(’HINKSR 
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pax, % 3-- — Will not receive Captain Riehan^n*a explanationa, p. 55*i, par. 3-*-^ 
C'Hf XESE. Alarmed by the determinalian of the Factory to remove from Canton^ p. 554, par, 14 

-r—'ftjrouffh the Honff's, dn^gest expedients, p* 554, par. 16 ; p* Sfe, par. 6-^— 
Disallows ^ea, of self-defence in case oi death of Chinese % foreigners, p, 555, par. 9; 
p. 556; par. 3; 'p^ 559, par. I — 5— -Invites the Factory to resume trade; p. 567, 
par, li; p. 5(B, par. 8^-^ — Renews the demand for delivering up the men in me fol- 
io wing year, p, 558, par. 70 — 73 ; f. 562, par. 2.-— See Svspensim of TmAt by 
tie Chinese^ 2 . 

Condiiot of, in the attempt of Chinese to* extort money on pfotenoe of a man’s 
death being caused by the crew of the Balcarras ; ' offenders but trifiiiigly punished, 
p, 5t)7, par. 3, 53, 54.-* — See Eactortion. 

Neglects complaint of abuses at the Macao custom-house, p. 568, par. 7®—— 
Ostensibly remove the abuses, but tacitly allow them, p. 568, par. r2'-~-R«presses 

tliem, p. 569, par. 34. See Madao Custom-house* 

Formally recognizes the exclusive right of* the Committee to addrM the Canton 
government, p. 5/0, par, 3.— —See Might of Addressing the Cmton Qos^etment 
Remedies abuses. the chatgos for, boats between Canton and Macao, p. 571, 
par. 1 19,— See CA<<rge^/or ' 

Punished persons who assaulted Capt. Walker, and suppress disorderly spirit-shops 
on tlie complaint by the Committee, p. 572, par, 4.— —See Walker, Captain. 

. Unjustly imputes contraband practices to the Committee, p. 672, par, 2i>— -Refuses 
to rtTceive remonstrances, aial tiureateus to rescind the privuego of communicating in 
the Chinese language, p. 573, par. 25— -Retracts insinualiohs, p. 573, par. 26.— 
See Contraband Practices* * ^ . 

Inquires into the circumstances of the accidental death of a Chinese on board the 

Golconda, p, t574, par, 7—20 Ac^justs the affair without difficulty, p. 574, par. 21. 

—See J)eath of a Chinese, 

Threatens to respind Certain |)rivileges, p, 575^‘par. 41*^**~Disregards represeii' 
tations, and posts its replies on the Factory walls, p, 575, par, 44— Forbids Euro- 
peans to make excursions for pleasure on the river, p, 576, par. 45 tissues abusive 

proclamations, p. 576, par. 4b— -Refuses to receive addresses, p. 577, par. 52— 
becomes conciliatory, on adtlresses being presented at the City Gates, p.*577, par. 52 

— 54 ; p. 577, par. 37. See Privileges, Infringement of. 

Makes unfavourable rep^y to applications respecting the state of foreimi trade, and 
the establialiment of additional Hong Merchants, p. 57B, par. 3, 4— — ^lemorial lo 

the Emperor returned, p. 581, par. 20, 30, 31 ^Viceroy gives a conciliatory answer, 

p. 581, par. 32 ^Influenced oy presenting address at the City Gates, p. 582, paf. 

last 2— Demands exorbitant fees for the appointment of new Hongs, p, M3, par. 
first 2— 7 -Accedes to sim accommodation, p. 584, par, 2, 3— New Hong added, 
p. 584, par. 6— Accommodates the demand for fees, p. 586, par. 15— — Appoints 

more ’new Hongs, p, 587, ^par, 5 ; p. 588, par. 6 Gives a favourable reception to 

an address for adding more, and acknowledge the advantage of so doing, p. 590, par. 

26, 5,- See Hone Merchards and State of Foreign Trade, 

Takes measures for suppressing the illicit trade m Opium, p. 591, par. 38, 39 ; 
p. 592, par. 47— ~R^uires the Company's ships to give bonds, p. 592, par 40 ; 
p. 593,, par. 21, 22-: — Diaavow^s all imputations on the Company’s ships, p, 592, par. 45 

^But will make no distinctioif betwem them and other shipj^ p. 5&4, par, 1— 

Oil reconsideratjon exempts them, p. 595, par. 2, 3 Makes the Company’s trade 

responsible for private ships, p« 596, par. 81, 82.— See Opiudl Trade* 
influence witn, purely commerrial, p, 579, par. 15, 16— ^Affected contempt of 
commerce, p.427*-^*-^Oircumstaiicesstatedwbkdi show the contrary, p.502, par 18, 14 ; 
p.527.par. 15;p.688,par. 10. 

Chiilg’Wo; The name of Pun-suy*lan s Hong, p. 588, par* 8. 





m 


CkrMak^, Inmtrrections attributed to tbem^ p. 529, par. S— -^--Abjuration of Chris- 
tianity, by persohd suspected of, by trampling on the cross, p. 589, par;9« ’ 

Cimnquai a bankrupt Hong. Desires to be readmitted to a shw in the Cpii^p^y *8 busi- 
ness, p. 488, par* IO-~His conduct, p. 489, par. 11 Continued by the Con^itteo 

in a share of business from policy, p. 495, pur, 8- - But no reliance can be placed, in 
bim^ p« 495, par. 9-~-Arrangement8 on belialf of his creditors, p. 498, par. 21,^, 23 

—Endeavours to establish a Cohong, p, 500, par. *5 Intrigues with the officers of 

Government, p, 501, par, 9 \ p. 504, par. 7--^lmtigateg false charges against Sir 
George Staunton, p. 502, par. 11— Personally attacKS Sir George Staunton, p. 504, 

par. 9 -His endeavours to ruin the Junior Hongs counteracted by Sir George 

Staunton, p. 404, par. 8, 9— —Checked by Puankhequa, p. 505, par. 10, ll Op- 
posed by Pinqua, p. 50$, par. 42 ^The Cohong system would have increased liis 

influence, p. 501, par. 7‘ ^Has caused much serious inconvenience to trade, p. 5S5, 

par. 10— All commercial dealings withdrawn from his Hong, p. 589, par. 13.— 
See Cohong, Hong Merchants, 

City Gates of Canton. Address to the Viceroy* delivered at, p. 41 1— -Remonstrance 
against extortionate demands of the Hoppo so delivered, p. 484, par, 9— Sensation 

produced, p. 484, par. 1 1 Several addresses so deliverm in 1814, p. 521, par, 8 

Address respecting the ship General Hewitt so delivered, p. 583, par. 1 1— — ^Repre- 
sentation or abuses in charges for boats presented, p. 571. par. 119— Remon- 
strance on several grievances, after being unatten<led to by the local officers, presented 
at the City Gates, and procure redress, p. 577, par. 52 — 54 ; p, 577, par. 37 ; p. 580, 
par. 2 0 — Good eflhcts produced from presenting address on the state of Foreign 
Trade and additional Hongs, p. 583, jKir. last 3. 
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Clavell, Captain of His Majesty’s ship Orlando. Assists in forwarding the instructions 
relative to Lord Amherst’s Embassy, p, 508, par, ^—Accompanied Sir T. Metcalfe 
to Canton with Lord Buckinghamshire’s letter to the. Viceroy, p, 509, par. 2 — 
convenience, from his name being included in a bond, to stay for an answer, p. 509, 
par. 4. ^ 

( lock-work and Mechanism, called by the Chinese Sipg-songs, p. 483, par. 290. 

Comm, attempted to he established by the Chinese; (8.) Paper (E.) p. 499, 

Endeavours to counteract it, p. 499, par. 275, 276— Professed object, p. 499, par. 
,276, 277; p. 500, par. 23. Affix prices on goods,p. 500. par. 24— W ould be detrimen- 

tal to tlieCompany’s trade, p,4M,par.278— — False statements made to procure thelm- 
perial sanction, p. 500, par. 2 — 6— -—Complaint of the unequal distribution of the Com- 
pany’s business, p. 500, par, 5— Bv whom tJie Cohong contrived, p. 501, par. 5, 6— 

Circumstances aiding the plan, p. .501, par. 7, 8 Ignorance of business dispose the 

Chinese officers to bo biassed by intrigues, p. 501, par, 9— —Ruin of the Junior Mer- 
chants detrimental to trade, p. 502, par. 10, 12 ^Influence and intrigues rf Chunqua, 

p. 502, par. 1 1 ; p. 504, par. 7 Evil of suspension of trade felt by the Chinese govern- 

* . ^ lo * 1 . _/•_». J .. - - ^A 


culty of judging of the Committee’s conduct, p. 0U3, par. ID— — iraae iiaoie lo in- 
terruptions by caprice of the Viceroy, p. 503, par. Ifr— -Frequent State embassies 

reconnnendeef, p. 503, par. 17 Chunquafe intrigues unsuccessful in the removal of 

the merchants, p. 504, par. 8 Checked by Puankhequa, p. 505, par. 1 1— ^Re- 

sistance to the Cohong system successful, p. 505, par. 1:1-— —Juniors always joined 
with the senior merchants in business, p. 505, par. 4i) Pinqua’s influence from obli- 

gations conferred on the Junior Hongs, p. 50.), par. 41— Chunqua and Pinqua not 
likely to coalesce, p. 506, par. 42— — Object of Gavemment in promoting the Cohong, 
p. 50G, par, 7 — —Character of the several Hongs, p. 506, par. 8 Influence of 
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llowqu^., p. 506i par. 9 ■■■ Coboag influence shewn in the dealii^s with the Americans, 

(’OM. P* P***’ 10--— Would destroy cquipetition, p, 507^ par. 11— ^Prices would be 

feed by oiie party, p. 507, par. 12— Would annihilate trade, p, 507, par. 13— —--Neces- 
sity of resisting the system, p. 507, par. 14-^-— Gohong system, partly carried into 
effect, p. 523, la 

Commerce. Pretended to be held in contempt by the Chinese, p. 427— ~-But its sus- 

! )ensio|i felt by the Goyernment to be injurious, p, 502, par. 13, J4f-^Inference drawn 
rum their anxiety about the recall of Sif George Staunton, p. 527, par, 15— —Appre- 
hension of r^Qval of the trade, p, 585, par, 10.— -See Chinese Government. 

CoMMiTTBK OF Ci^TOJV Resettts thc prohibition to use sedan-diairs, by for- 

bid(kng the Chinese to enter the Factory in them, p. 410— Presents a Remonstrance 
at the City Gates on that subject, and the prohibition of the residence of females, 
p. 411— Remarks on the demand respecting delivering up the three Parsecs, and the 
threat of sending an armed force into the Factory, p. 414 — -Demands an explanation 
from the Viceroy, p. 420—. — Remonstrance to the Hoppo on the prohibition of fo- 
reigners having their wives to reside with them, and points out that they are incon- 
sistent with the morality of civilized nations, p. 423— Tlie use of sedan-chairs fre- 
quently necessary from illness, p. 423 ^The prohibition pointed out as inconsistent 

with the*t‘haracter of benevolence claimed by the Chinese, p. 423— Repels the insi- 
nuation of being aided by traitorous natives, p. 424 -Removes the gims brought up 

to the Factory in expectation of assault by a military force, p. 42& Refuses to 

remove the resident females, on the faith of former promises against annoyance, p. 432 

Denies that Mr, Baynes falsely filled the chair, as stated by the Chinese, p. 434 

Shows that it was his duty to arm the Factory, p. 435— Will not allow the Chi- 
nese authorities to interfere with the conduct of the Company’s servants, p. 434 ; p. 444, 
par. 9— — ^Gives a detailed account of the discussions with the Chinese Government 
concerning the prohibitioiis against female residence, and using sedan-chairs, p. 440 
to 446— ~-Takes part in this business in unison with the indicant feelings of the resi- 
dents, p. 440, par. 10— — Takes precautions for defence of the Factory, and personal 

security of residents, p. 441, par. 11 ; p. 442, par. 16 ^Removes the gfjard from the 

Factory on assurances from the Chinese Government, p, 443, par. 58, 59, 60— A 
firmness of conduct necessary to prevent encroachments, p. 444, par. 13. See Fe- 

males Resident at Canton. Sedan-chairs. 

Iiivest%ates thc circumstances leading to the death of Mr. Mackenzie; secures thc 
accused person, p. 450^—458— —Reasons for resisting the interference of the Chincgie 
Government, p. 457 ; p. 467^ )?ar. 7-^ — Sends the accused in custody to j^mbay, p. 457, 

458, 459 States the case of the semnan given up by the French, p.,4S7 Kefuses 

to give up the deceased’s body, p. 463— Explains the affair to the Court of Directors, 
p. 4<i7, par. 4,— See Mackenzie. 

Oi*ders Captain Innes to porvide a guard for the wotection of the Factory, p..469 

—Approves his and Captain Baylis^ conduct, p. 470. See Armed Force. Females 

Resident at Canton. 

Directs ships to sail detained because of unsettled accounts of the Hongs ; ordered 
to return fire if fired on by the forts, p. 472.— See Fire from Chinese Forts . , 
Complains of the obstacles to the liquidation of the bankrupt Hongs’ debts, p. 474 

Arrangements entered into, p, 475, qpar. 229-232. See Bankrupt Merchanis. 

Representati<iiis as totheburthensontrade, p. 476, par. 188, ijl, 92.— See Trade, 
Burthens on: 

Order ships to sail detained by the Chinese in consequence of a man being killed 

by an English seamarf, p, 478^ p^r. :9 ^Promises to prosecute the inquiry, p. 479, 

par. 2 -Explain their reasons to the Court of Directors, p. 480, par. li — ^Avoids 

much difficulty by referring the investigation to Captain Austin, when the Chinese 
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could take no part in it,p. 481, par* 17 — ^Points out the dan^rof admlttinff a suspi- 
cion to exist against any man in the ship, p. 482, par. 21— 23; 24, 2&— — See 
Detention of Ships, 

Represents to the Ciiinese govoriunent the evils of extortionate demands on the 
Hon^, by the Hoppo, p. 483, par. 8-— Directs the ships detained to sail without 
permission, which procures the obtaining it, p. 484, par. 13, 14, 15.— ^See Deten- 
tion of Ships, 

Resists the attemps of the Chinese government to interfere in the conduct of the 
Company’s servants, as in the instance of Mr. Roberts, who is ordered by the Go- 
vernment to quit Canton, p. 485 — 487— — -Suspends commerce till order rescinded, p. 
486, par. 8; p. 486, par. 187.'~— See Suspension of Trade, 1. 

Procures redress of complaint of ill-treatment of the First Lieutenant of His 
l^ajesty’s ship Indefatigable, p. 487, par. 298 ; 299. See Indefatigable, 

Arrangement to remove the embarrassments of the Hong mercHaiits, p. 488, par* 2 
——Avoids any interference wltli the Chinese government, which would give a pretext 

for burthening the trade, p. 489, par. 14 Considers a suspension of trade as a last 

measure, p. 493, par. 15 — -—IVotects the Junior Merchants, p, 494, par, 8—10— 
Counteracts the unfavourable disposition of the Viceroy to w'ards them, p. 4%, par. 12, 

13 Supports their credit/p, 498, par. 12, 15— Makes arrangements on behalf of 

Chunquas creditors, p. 498, par, 21— 23, -’See Hong Merchants, 

Communicates to the Court of Directors the endeavours of tlie Chinese to establish 
a Cohong, p, 499—507 ^Endeavours to counteract it, p. 499, par. 275, 276 Diffi- 

culty of judging of the conduct of the Committee; importance of trivial circumstances, 
p. 503, par, 15— —Difficulty of their situation from the trade being liable to interrup- 
tion from the caprice of the Viceroy, p. 503, par. 16— Recommends frequent em- 
bassies to the Chinese govenmieid, p, 503, par. 17 — ■ ■Resistance to the Cohong 

system successful, p. 505, par. 13 Gives the character of the several Hongs, p. 50(), 

par. 8 Points out the necessity of resisting the system, p. 507, par. 13, 14—— 

See Cohong, 

Arrangements for opening the mission preparatory to Lord Amherst’s Embassy, p. 
r^8, par. 5. See Einbassji, 

Steps takeh to prevent the combination of Tea-merchants, p. 510, par, 10— Re- 
solves to resist the proceeding, but to avoid the detention of the ships if possible, p. 

511, par. 12, 14— p. 512 ; 30- Proposes plans for purchasing of inferior merchants, 

p. 513, par. 37— —Succeeds in dissolving the combination, p. 514, par. 3. — —See 
Tea-Merrhants. 

# Joins with the Hong Merchants in representations to the Viceroy respecting Frauds 
in the Tea Contracts, p. 516, par. 11. Stn; Contracts, 

Discussions with the Hong Merchants on the demand for a gift to the Emperor on 
his attaining his 60th year, p. 517, par, 16 — 20. See Foreign Trade. 

Representations on the prohibition to employ natives in the Factory, p. 519, par. 8, 9 

Suspends commercial intercourse, and diflerences adjusted, p. 521, par. 5, 6— — 

Endeavours in behalf of the linguist Ajeu, p. 521, par. 2— Delivers addresses at the 

City Gates, p. 521, par, 3 ^Seiuls a mission to Canton, under Sir G. Staunton, to 

interfere for Ajeii,p,522,par. 7 — 15 ; p. 528, par. 16— »31— -Obtains an intercourse on 
a better footing, p. 527, par. 16.—— See Discussions with the Canton Government in 
1814-15. ^ • 

Addresses the Government for removing the detention of the ship General Hewitt, 
p.531, par. 3— Forbearance on the refusal to receive the address, on account of Lord 
Amherst’s embassy pending, p. 532, par. 6 ; p* 534, par. 21— Directs the General 

Hewitt to move to Whampoa, p. 532, par. 8 Ordered to return fire in case of 

necessity, p. 533, par. 10- — Delivers address at the City Gates, p. 533, ])ar. 

11^ 12 Endeavours to obtain the release of a corapradore from imprisonineiit , 

41 
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533, par. 13 — 15— ^Succeeds, »* 535* par* 8— ^-Proceeds to load the General 
Hewitt, but atopp^, p. 536, par. 10^«F-i-*DemimdB port clearances, p. 536, par. 11 
*^«~Adjiista the difference with the Government, and sh^ loaded, p:537j par.3, 1 
— -Points out , the necessity of a perfect knowledge of the Chinese language, 
p. 531, par. 5; p. 538, par, 2.--^— See Generai Hewitt Ship. 

Proceeding respecting His Majesty's ship Alceste, p. 53ft— 543>~^'<Sce Akeste. 

Joined wim American Consul to procure the pumstoent of robbers and murderers 
of the property and crew of theWabaA American ship, p. 5^, pan 62— ^Deter- 
mines to resist a threat to seasrch the Company's ship for contraband goods, pv543, 
pr, 64.— ^See JDiscussiom' with the Canton Government, 1817-18. 

Proceedings to adjust the difficulties arising from the death of a native by an 
, officer of the ship London, p. 544— —Derives great assistance from Dr, Morrison, 
p. 545, par. 7 ; p* 546, par. 12.— Sec Dismmions with the CaiUon Govemmnt. 
1820-21, : 

Difficulties arising from the affray at Lintin, between the crew of His Majesty’s 
ship Topze and the inhabitants, in which two Chinese are killed, p. 548— Remon- 
strates on being made res{)onsible for the conduct of King's sh^, p. 548, par. 3, 7 ; 
p. 559, par. 1—3 ; p. 561, p. 1 1— Determines to resist the suspension of trade by llie 
Viceroy, p. 549, par. 6 ; p,«550, par. 6— Resolves to remove the treasure, and retire 
from Canton, p.550, par. 7, 10» 3 ; p.551, pr,6;p. 553, par. 13— -Recommends a con- 
ference between the yiceroy and Captain Richardson, p. ,5.50, par. 2; p. .551, par, 7. 
—On Captain Richardson’s sailing trade resumed, p. 557, par. 12 — -Resists the 
, renewed demands for delivering up the men in the followii^ year, p. 560, jiar. 6 ; 
p. 562, par. 2—— Remonstrates against the doctrines of the Cmnese as to accidental 
death, p. .561, par. 10— Suspends the trade, p. 503, par. 6, 7-'-^Rcsumes it on the 
invitation of the Hoppo, p. 56,% par. 8.— See Suspension of Trade by the Chinese, i 

Complains to the Viceroy of an attempt by some natives to extort money, by pre- 
tending that the crew of the Balearras was the cause of the death of a Chinese, who 
was brought in a dying state and left in the ship’s boat, p. 566, par. 5.— 8ec 
Enetortion* 

Representations to the Viceroy of the conduct of the Macao custom-house people, 

p. 568, par. 68— — ^Exactions repressed in consequence, p. 569, par. 34. See 

Macao Custom-house. 

Obtains a formal recognition by the Chinese Government of the right of addressing 
the Government, exclusive of all other foreigners, p. 570, par. 3— — Obtains redress of 
a complaint, p. 570, p, 44.— See Right of Addressing the Cardan Government, 

Joins with other foreigners in obtaining the suppression of exorbitant charges for 
boats between Canton and Macao, p. 57Lpar. 119— Requires th6 Hong Merchants 
to state the legal charges, p. 57L par. 16-- — But cannot prevent tlieir encouraging 
illegal fees, p. 572, par. 52.— See Charges for Boats, 

Complains to the Viceroy of an assault made on Captain Walker in Canton, and 
obtains redress : procures tne suppression of disorderly spirit-shops, p. 572, par. 4. 
See Walker, Captain. 

Expostulates with the Government on the injustice of insinuations against them of 
contraband practices, p. 573, par. 24, 26,— See Contraband Practiees. 

Steps taken in consequence of the accidental death of a Chinese on board tbe Gol- 
conda, p, 573, par. 4 — 8 — —Adjusts th|» affair without difficulty, p. 574, par. 21— 
Points out the favourable change in the minds of the Chinese as to accidental death, 
as regards foreigners, p. 575, par, 3.— See Death of a Chinese^ 

Resists tlie infringement of privileges, p. 575, par. 41-^3— Remonstrates on cer- 
tain grievances, p. 576, par. 46—51— —Beiiig rejected by the Victtfoy, obtains redress 
by presenting it at the City Gates, p. 577, ptfr. 52— 54»— See Privileges, Infringe- 
lOent of. 
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Applies for teinovingf the embarrassments of trade, p. S78, par. T—— Prefers thai — 

object to forwarding the loading of the ships for the season, p. 578; pair. 8— Keasons CON— DEA . 
for resisting the encroachments of Chinese authorities, p. 579, par* 16,1 /-"--^IJeter- 
mines to abstain from trade till grievances are redressed, p. 580, par. }8» 19 
—Addresses a memorial to the Emperor, p. 580, par* 20— Favourable opinion 
of the security of commercial property in China p. 581, par. 34**-^Point8 out the 
good effects of presenting addresses at the City Gates, p. 583, par. first 3'—— Orders 
trade to be resumed, on an accommodation being effected, p. 583, par. 2--~States the 
details of the discussions, and the appointment of new Hongs, p. 584, par. 4« 5, 

Gives encouragement to the new Hongs, p. 584, par. 7— -—Points out the necessity of 
competition among them, p, 585, par. Augurs favourably of the augmentation of 
the Hong, p. 585, par. li«i*>~Kesumes commerce, p, 586, par. 14~-Addresses the 
Viceroy for removing difficulties to the new appointments made in the Tloppo’s depart- 
ment, p. 587, par, 2 — 4— —Describes the character, circumstances, and connections of 

the Hongs, p. 588, par, 7—9 Interfen^ for the benefit of foreigners, p. 589, 

par. 45 Addresses the Governor recommending the creation of more Hong Mer- 

chants, p. 590, par. 36.— See Hong Merchants mid State of Foreign Trade, 

Relates the proceedings of the Chinese to check the Opium Irade, p. 591—596— 

Objects to the Company’s ships giving bonds, as required by the Chinese Government, 
p. 592, par. 40, 41, ; p. 593, par. 21, 22-' — ^Points out the extent of the evil if com* 
plied with, p, 593, pur, 23, 25, 26— —W ould be justitied in resistance, p. 594, par. 27 

Remonstrates with the Viceroy, p. 594, par. 28 And obtains from him an 

exemption from the regulation, p. 595, pur. 2, 3 Will consider it proper to require 

opium ships to depart, p. 595, par. 18, 19- Notifies to the Bengal Government the 

intention of enforcing the restrictions of the Chinese authorities, p. 596, par. 83, 84. 

— — See Opium Trade, 

Contraband practices charged against the Supercargoes ; (24.) Paper (E*) p. 572* 

Unjust imputations, p. 573, par* 24 ^Threat of rescinding privilege of communi- 
cating in Chinese language, p. o73, par. 25 Insinuations retracted, p. 573, par. 26. 

D. 

Daniell, Mr. ; Assists in forwarding the instructions relating to Lord Amherst’s Em- 
bassy, p, 508, par. 6. 

Death or a Chinese by Accident, on board the Country Ship Golconda, (25.) 

Paper (E.) p. 573. 

Accidental circumstances of the death, p. 573, par. 5 -The facts immediately 

communicated to the magistrates, p. 573, par. 6 Their inqui^ ; admitted to have 

been casual, and the relations satisfied, p. 574, par. 20 Affair adjusted without 

difficulty, p. 574, par. 21 ; p. 574, par. 6 ^Inference in favour of a change in the 

Cliinese notions of responsibility of foreigners for accidental death, p. 575, par. 3. 

Death of Chinese by Foreigners, A seaman of the Royal Charlotte accused of causing 
the death of a Chinese, but without any proof, p. 4^7, par 3, 5 — —Ships detained iu 

consequence, p. 477, par. I Danger of admitting that the man caused the death, 

unless^ satisfied of his guilt of murder, p. 4W, par. 14; p. 482, par. 21 — 23; p. 482, 
par. 24, 25. 

Accidental death of a Chinese by an officer of the ship London, p. 544, par. 2— — 

The family quieted by gifts, p. 545, par. 7 The oltcnder demanded 1^ Chinese 

magistrates, p. 545, par. 9 Satisfied by a subterfuge, p. 547, par. 18. Set* 

Discussions with Canton Goverimentj 1820-21, • 

412 
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Two Chinese killed in an affray with the crew of the Topaze^ p. 458, pat. 2— -The 

DF/A— DIR. nieiLConcemed demanded to be delivered up, p. 548, par. 5— ^Resisted by the Com- 

mittee, as ^ving no control over HU Majesty's ships, 549, par. 3, 7— ~^Plea of 
self-defence not admitted by Chinese law in eases of death of natives occasioned by 
foreig^ners, p. 555, par. 9 ; p. 556, par. 3 ; p. 560, par. 4 ; p. 560, par. 6 ; p. 561, par. 
10..JL.Subtorfages proposed by toe Chinese to avoid compromising (heir authority, 
p. 554, par. 16; p. M3, par. 6.-— See Suspension o f Trcde by tM Chinese. 

Attempt to extort money, by the Chinese taking advantage of the law against homi- 
cide by forei^rs, p. 566 ; p. 567, par. 6 — —A Chinese at the point of death brought 
to a ship's side, and pretended to have been lulled by the crew, p. 566, par. 2--— 
Relatives coiffess Uie fraud, p. 566, par. 5— —But slightly punished by the Govern- 
ment, p. 567, par. 3, 53, 54. See Extortion. 

Death of Foreigners by Chinese. Attack on the American ship Wabash, and murder 
of several of the crew ; and punished by the Chinese Government on representation to 
it, p. M3, par* 62* 

Death of Foreigners by Foreigners. A Portuguese seaman of the Stormont killed by 
a French seaman of the Success ; given up to the Chinese authorities by the French 
Consuliund executed ; no inquiries into the facts, or benefit of trial ; no allowance 
made for accidental death ; the first instance of Uic kind, p. 457 — ^[hinese Govern- 
ment claim jurisdiction of such cases, p. 4()0 — 465 — —Will not discriminate between 
intentional and accidental deaths p. 467^ par. 7. See Mackenzie. 

Detestiois of Ships by the Chinese ; (3.) Paper (E,) p* 477. 

in consequence of a Chinese being killed by an English seaman ; pretended identifi- 
cation of the offending seaman, p. 477> par. 8— -Chinese propose that the ship should 
sail, and the offender punished by the English law when discovered, p. 477, par. 5— 
Acceded to, but not ratified by the Viceroy, p; 478, par. 7~—No porl-clearancecs 
obtained ; ships ordered to sail, p, 478, par. V)-w— Not opposed by Chinese, on promise 
of continuing the inquiry, p. 479, par. 2-— Demand for delivering up the man 

renewed in the following year, p. 479, par, 298, 299 Explanation te the Court of 

Directors, p. 480, par, li ^Injustice of delivering up the man, being uncertain of 

his guilt, p. 480, par. 12— -As it would have been sending him to execution, p.481, 

par. 15— .—Evil of giving up an individual to an indefinite demand, p. 481, par. 18 

Evil of admitting the suspicion of any men, which would revive the discussion, p. 482, 
par. 21—25. 

Detention of the ship General Hewitt, p; 530, par. 3.— —See Suspension <f Trade. 

In consequence of deficiency in the Houg accoants, p. 472. See Fire from Chi- 

nese ForU. 

Detevtiov of Ships in consequence of the Hong Merchants refusing to satisfy 
extortionate Demands of the tioppoo : (4.) Paper (E.) p. 482. 

Hong merchants refuse to purchase ** sing-songs,” L e. dock-work, for the use of 

the Hoppo, p. 483, par. 290 Hongs request the importation may be discontinued, 

p. 483, par. 291— Remonstrance to the Viceroy, p. 484, par. lO*--- — Resolution to 

dispatch ten ships without permission, p. 484, par. 13 Which induces tlie grant of 

permission, p. 484, par. 14.— — Grand Ghops for sailing of the ships, p. 484, par 15. 

Directors, Court of ; State to the Committee at Canton that the resort of European 
Females cannot be sanctioned, axul represents the evils that might result from resis- 
tance to the prohibitions, merely to avoid a temporary domestie sacriflce, p. 445, 
par. 27. 

« Considers the affray at Linton between the iiilmbitants and the crew of His Ma- 
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jesty’a Aip Topwie the business of the two Governments, not of ^ Company, p* oiVl, 
par. 6, 

Dw^jojfs mth the Canton Government, Season 1814-15: (13.) Paper (E.) pv 518 


Ameriean prize ships there, p. 519, par, 2, 3*-— Representations unfavourable to His 

Majesty’s ships, p. 519, par. 4 interested conduct of Pincjua, p. 519, paj^. 4-^— 

An American brig arrives with a prize, Arabella, an English ship, and is taken to 
Macao, p. 519, par. 5— Refiised adthittance by Portuguese ; taken possession of by 
His Majesty's ship Doris, p, 619, par. 6 Chinese Govermnent deem it an Ame- 

rican ship, and a breach or neutrality, p. 519, par. 7 -^ — Native attendance at the 
Factory prohibited, p. 519, par. 8-— More Europeans would become necessary, which 

would tend to disturbances, p, 519, par. 9 ^Supposed object of the prohibition. 

p. 520, par. 12— Refusal to receive representations in Chinese characters, p. 520, 
par. 14. 

Commercial intercourse suspended by the (.’ommittee, p. .521, par. 5, But dif- 

ferences adjusted, p. 521, par 6. 

Differeribes renewed, p. 521, par. I— ^Seizure of a linguist for carrying a portrait 
of the Prince Regent to Pekin, p. 521, mir. 2— —Address refused receptiou at the 
City Gates, par. 3— Comraittee order British to quit Canton, and ships to leave 
Whampoa, p. 522, par. 3— — Good efFecis produced ; recapture of the Arabella 

allowed to be proper, p. 522, par. 5 Differences to be discussed by Sir (leo. 

Staunton, and a deputation from the Viceroy, p. 532, par, 6, 7. Broke off by the 

Viceroy, and Sir Geo. Staunton joins the ships, p. 522, par. Renewed at the 

request of the Hong Merchants, p. 523, par. 11 DiflVrenccs adjusted, p. 523, 

par. 12— Cohbng system partly carried into effect, p. 523, par. 16 Measures of 

oppression checked for the present, p. 523, par. 17 Trade proceeded in, p. 524, 

E ar, 18 (’oaduct of Sir Geo, Stnanton highly appreciated, p. 524, par. 19 

liscussions terminated, p, 524, par, 2, 3. 

Grievances of Europeans, tone judged of, must be considered collectively, p. 524, 
par. 4 (Conduct of Chinese Government influenced by persons interested in Ame- 

rican trade, p. 525, .par. 5*;— -Attack by boats of the Doris on an American schooner 
censured, p. 525, par. 5— *Grie\ances enumerated, p. 525, par, 6 Specious con- 

duct of the Chinese in discussions of complaints, p. 526, par. S— Imputes treason- 
able practices to the Committee with the accused linguist, p. 526, par. 9 — r-Right of 
•addressing in Chinese language conceded, p. 528, par. 11 Prohibition of employ- 

ing natives in the Factory, p, 526, par. 12, 13— -Fees fur boats passing the Bogue, 
p. 527, par. 14— Their seeming iadifterence to trade only pretended ; shown by 
tlieir anxiety to resume it when suspended, p. 527, par. 15— Intercourse with the 
Chinese put on a better footing by the discus.sion, p. 527, par. 16. 

Conduct of the Chinese Government towards the accused linguist, p. 528, par. 16 

-Perversion of justice, p* 528, par 17> 18, 19, 29, 30 ^His offence stated to be 

Ins connection with the English, p. 528, par. 31 Banished, p. 529, par. 0 Late 

insurrections falsely attributed to the Christians, p, 529, par. 8 — — Inimical dispo- 
sition of the officers of government, p. 530, par. 10 Necessity of firmness in resist- 
ing unjust conduct, p. 5^), par. 12. • 

Discvs 9 tos$ with the Canton Government, 1817-18; (16.) Paper (E.) p. 543. 

Several American Seamen killed by the Chinese, and then- ship plundered ; and 
punished on the joint representations of the United Slates* Consul and Committee, 
p. 543, par. 62— ^Regulations of commerce with foreigners not English, p. 543, 
pjjtr. 6;?— Attempt to search foreign ships to be resisted, as being detrimental to the 
general intwst of trade, p. 543, ^sar. 64. * 
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' — VIA1 Di 8 cv$ 8 i[ 0 ff 8 with the Canton Govi^rnmont, (17,) Pap^ (E.) p. 544. 

s ii . ^ Chinese killed by a party from the ship Loudon icoing for water, in firing to 

intimidate several ftom annoying thei9eaiiieavp^544, par,2-««^A bail^rtrid^ used by 
mbtake for a blauJc, p. 544> par* 4r-r--I^eased*s J^ quieted by gifts, p. 645, 

par. 7 ^The offender denaauded to b® deliveied up, p, 545, par, dr^wAteoondecl, 

p. 546, par. 10-r— Hie body of a maU sWho had died by suici^ suMtuted for the 
offender, p. 54!$, par, 15, ;lj6— ^Inquiry made by the Chinese^ who put up with the 
subterfuge, p, 547, par^ 18 to 23-^-^Attempt to revive the inquiry prevented by the 
Chinese authorities, p. 547, par. 6 ; p. 548, par 7, 1% < 

Doris, His Majesty's Ship \ takes possession of an AnWrican prise, p. 519, par. 

Attack on the American schooner at Whampoa, p. 525, par. 5. 

Drummond, Captain, p. 566, par. 3, 4. 

K 

Earl of Balearrus Ship ; Attempts of Chinese to extort money, by leaving a dying 
man iii its boat alongside, p. 5o6. 

Elphinstone, Mr., when President, counteracts the endeavours of the Chineus to destroy 
competition, p. 507, par. 11* 

Embassies to the Chinese Goi^ernment; Recommended as likely to be advantageous to 
trade, p. 503, par. 17. 

Eisbassy under Lord Amherst: (9.) Paper (E.) p. 508. 

. Communication to the local government, p. 508, par. 4*--~Arrangmiient8 for open- 
irig the mission, p. 508, par. 5^— —Communication mvourablv received, p. 508, par. 2 
Inconvenience arising from Captain Claveirs name being included in the bond to wait 
an answer, p. 509, par. 4*rr^Mca*chaats object to Sir Geo. Staunton accompanying 
the embassy. 509, par. 5— -Supposed reasons, p. 510, par. 7«-^A!nxiety at the 
delay of the ambassamr's arrival, p. 510, par. 10. 

Forbearance of the Committee pending, p. 531i par. 2, 4; p. 532, par. 6; p. 534, 
par. 21. 4 

Extohtion of Money by same Chinese; (19.) Paper (E.) p. 566. 

Pretended death of a Chinese, p. 566, par. 2— A man In a dying state brought 
to the side of the Balcarras, ana placed in her boat, p. 566, par. 3— —Relations 
demand compensation, p. 566, par, 4— —Confess! “(hat he died of disease, p. 566, 

par. 5 Liability to such impositions from the recent laws of China as to death 

occasioned by foreigners, p. 567, par. 6, 7~— Conduct of the Government, p. 567, 
par. 3— •Trifling punishment of the offenders, p. 567, par. 53, 54. 

Extortions of the p. 482— Compels the Hong to purchase clock-work for 

him, p. 4815, par. 290.— See Detention of Ships, 

’’F.^ 

Fatqm ; Character of his Hong, p. 506, par^ 8. 

Fearon, Mr., Hanoverian Consul ; his name improperly introduced in the Chinese pro- 
ceedings respectii^ Mr. Mackenzie’s death, and intimidated to quit Canton, p. 441, 

par. 14 Was not concerned in the affPay, as asserted by the Chinese authorities, 

p.452. 

Females, Residence of, at Canton: Paper (A.) p. 407—446. 

Prodamatiou of Chinese Governor, interdicting the bringing of foreign women 
to Canton by foreign merchants ; the Hpng merchants commanded to expel the women ; 
their notification of the order, and requisition that the women be sent to Macao, p; 408 
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—Chop from Hoppo; with remarks on the practice of brir^ging women to Canton, 
as contrary to law^ p, 410. FICM A f.KS 

Address from the Select Committee^ and British Merchants,^ and Cotrttnahders and 
Officers of ships, written by Dr. Morristm, remonstrating against the interdictions, 
atid complaining of the insulting accusations, p. 411^— —Viceroy threatens to semi 
soldiers to remove the females by force, p. 414— Answer of the Select Committee to 
tile Viceroy’s demand about the three Parsees and the lady; the Committee resolves 
to resist the admission of an armed force intd the Factory to seize a British subject, 
p. 414— Communication from the Oovermnent that there was no intention of execut- 
ing the threat of violence ; the preyeating the residence of foreign ladies not of sufficient 
importance to employ force ; Committee determine not to withdraw their guard till 
some document is received from the Viceroy, p. 415. 

^ Edicts from the Viceroy and Hoppo, in answer to the Committee’s Remonstrance ; 
foreign women first allowed to remain on ship-board, then to land at Macao; but 
cannot be allowed to come to Canton; instances stated: Mr. Baynes charged with 
opposing the prohibition, p. 41 5— Laws of interdiction of long standing ; Hong mer- 
chants to see that they are obeyed, and to remove tlie foreign women to Macao, p. 416 
—The tioppo’s reply to the Kemonstrance ; laws of old standing, and to be obeyed, 

p 417 ^The introduction of foreign slave-women always against the law ; merchants 

can visit their families at Macao; heretofore foreign women not allowed to reside at 
Canton, p. 418— Edict from the Commandant at Canton, enjoining obediences to ris- 
gulations made to soothe and tranquillize ; merchants to keep cj^uiet and attend to tlieir 
merchandize, p. 419- — -Address from the Committee requesting assurances from the 
Viceroy of retracting the throat of sending an armed force into the Factory, p. 420— ~ 

Hong merchants’ assurances against molestation of any person resident in the Factory; 
edict of the Vicci’oy complaining of delay in giving up persons accused of murdering a 
Dutch captain, Mr. Mackenzie ; and in bringing a foreign woman and a girl into the 
Factory ; threat of sending ah amed force, but not necessary if the merchants are peni- 
tent ; complains of the arming of tiie Factory, p. 421—- — Foreign merchants trading 
quietly will be protected ; the guns must be sent to the ships ; the women to Macao : if 
obstinate, ^he commerce will be stopped, p, 422— Remonstrance of the Committee 
against the prohibition of foreigners having their wives to reside with them; states that 
the practice has long existed; and points out the injustice of disallowing it, p* 423. 

Assurance of security from the Viceroy, p, 425 ^The military will not be moved to 

surround and expel them, since Baynes and others have become penitent, p. 425— — T he 

guns required by the Governor to oe sent away from the Factory, p. 45SS Ordered 

* aw^ by tlie Board, p. 420. 

'llie Hoppo complains of being importuned by representations. Regulations made 
to prevent foreigners from falling into the net of the law, p. 427— Chinese can do 
without woollens and watches, but foreigners cannot do witliout tea and silk ; cannot 
show kindness, because the Chief has cut off the means ; the Chief and others must 
meditate on this and the past, that they may enjoy benevolent rule, p. 427. 

Report of transactions made to the Imperial Court ; represents that the English 
were alarmed by a false report of an intention to surround the Factoj^ by military , 
and which caused them to place guns and guards; the military kept quiet guard, tliat 
the foreigners might not be befooled by wrong giuspicions ; found, on inquiry that 
the guns were brought to the Factory in ignorance of the law ; ordered^ away, and the 
foreign women to be removed, p. 428. 

Edict of Kwangenow Foo for removing the foreign women brought by Baynes atul 
others to Canton, p. 431— Viceroy’s edict, renewing the orders for the removal of 
the ladies, p. 4^— The Committee refuse, referring to the promises formerly given 
for no further annoyance, p. 432— *-The Hoppo’s edict, accusing Mr. Baynes of being 
tiie cause of the present ousiness ; that he falsely filled the Chair, ana introdweed 
foreign women, p. 432— Marjoribanks and others permitted to conic to flic city for 
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,n„i7r7,,r. removing Baynes from the Chiefshipi Baynes may kept in safe custody till his 
V h]\! ALIvS. punishment is determined on, p. 433. 

BepJy tp the Hoppo’s edict, denying tl^t Mn Baynes falsely filled the Chair, but 
properly succeeded Mr. Plowden, p.434r- — Urges the propriety of allowing the wives 
of foreignresidente to renjajn with them; Mr. Baynps armed the Factory for necessary 
self-defence ; British cliaracter not to he intimidated by threats, p, 435. 

Edict from Governor Le ; English merchants have always obeyed regulations, and 
never brought married or unmarried women to Canton, p. 435-~When some were 
brought by mistake, sent back; the trade was not stopped when Jaynes brought 
women with him, because all should not be punished on account of one man ; now 
Baynes is gone. Committee to enforce observance of law ; husband and wife should 
not be separated at home, but it is different when they are abroad, p. 436. 

K from the Imperial Court of Pekin leaves a discretionary power to tlie 

overnment to act according to circumstances, p. 437 'Repetitioii of prohibi- 

tions of women coming to Canton ; considers the guns wore brought up for defence 
against pirates ; old regulations to be enforced ; to be done witli all good manage- 
ment, p. 438. 

Memorial to the Enqperor from Tseoug Keun King, &c., states that Baynes having 
introduced foreign women, armed the Factory under the false apprehension that sol- 
diers would surround it, p. 438 — -BajTies, on repentance, sent back the guns, and 
removed the women to Macao ; obstinacy of foreigners, particularly Baynes ; another 
Chief chosen in his place ; prohibitions must be observed , the barbarians must be 
kept in awe, p. 439. 

Order of Governor Le, for enforcing former regulations against the residence of 

foreign women, p. 439-~-If opposed, must be expelled by force, p. 440 Foreign 

women brought by ThprubUl and Whiteman must be removed ; Hong merchants to see 
this obeyed, p, 440. 

Extract of letters from the Select Committee to the Co»irt of Directors, detailing 
^ these proceeding^ malignant temper shewn by the Chinese Government in proliibiting 
the residence of l^ropcau females ; threats of removing them by an armed force, 

p. 440, par. 9 ^Indignant feelings of the residents ; call on the CommiUee to join in 

romonslratiug, p 440, par. 10 Precautions taken for the defence oi the Factory, 

p. 441, par, II" I n past seasons several ladies resident; Mrs. Baynes invited to 

Canton by Howqua, p, 441, par. 12 ^Reasons why the safety of the families of the 

uiembors of the Factor;^ require Oaem to bo resident, p. 441, par. 13 ^Threats of the 

Government have bearings on tlie affray which occasioned Captain Mackenzie’s death, 

P-441, par. 14 Concession would encourage the Chinese to insist on searching tht 

Factory, and seizing persons, p. 442, par. 15 A guard ordered into the Factory, 

p, 442, par. 16— No appearance or the trade being disturbed, p. 442, par. 17 
— -ITie Chinese restrained from attempting that mode of annoyance by tne pro- 
ceedings of last Season, p. 442, par. 18—: — Mere verbal assurances not sufficient 

to give confidence of safety, p. 443, par. 57 Promises given that English ladies 

should not be molested; and tliat the edicts were matters of form, p. 443, par. 58 

Order given for removing the guard in consequence, p. 443, par. 59, 60 Viceroy’s 

reply that he will not admit the principle of moving the military to surround and 
expel ; and terminating the discussion, p. 444, par. 61. 

Proclamation of the Hoppo against iVJr. feynes, and interfering with the servants 
of the Company , p. 444, par. 9-- — Resistance necessary ; being an experiment how far 
the Company will yield, p. 444, par. 10, 11— —Imperial edict Ordering things to be 
arranged with liberality, and managed with kindness,” p. 444, par, 12— Evinces an 
amicable disposition ; induced by the rebelUon in Tart ary ; impressions of proceedings 
of last year; favourable effect of firm opposition to encroachments, p. 444, par. 1:3 
f— The subject of female residence acknowledged to be a trifling matter ; influence of 
the jealous feeling of the Hong on the conduct of Government, p. 445, par. 9 








Undue wei^t at^&died to tfee qu^ion, p, 445, par. 10— if courteeJes 
with local authorities, p, 445, par. 6. < 

Exi^t.of p.>tter from &e Coiirt of Dh^ecttitao the Select CoimaitWo at Canton ; 
slatw that the resort of European feinalos to Canton cannot be sanctioned gft%ttt evils 
nugnt result from resistance to the pirohibitior^, merely to avoid a temporaty domestic 
sacrifice, p. 445, par, 27. ’ ’ ’ » ' 

Fweipiert forbidden to use sedan^diairs'ia Canton, ». 408 to 446. 

Fohexqn TeavSj Charges on : (12.) Paper (E.) p. 517. 

Coutributiofii of the Hongs to tlie^ Emperor on his 60th year exceeds former gifts; 
will fall on the trade, p; 517^ par. 16, . 17, "New imposts on the trade prolimihrf 
the Hoppo, p* 518> par. 19. 

Foreigii fraiei State of, and additional Hongs. See Hong MerchniUs, 

Fiat rftotf €WrwlssW\FoKTs, to be returned bfy Skips: Paper (D*) p. 472. 

. Ship<^ d^luincd by Chinese, because of deficiency of the Hong's accounts; ordet^ed 
to and to return fire if fired oii by the forts ; one ship fired at, wjiich was returned ; 
another passes through the Bogue, p, 47*i.~— See Alceste, 


G. 

Generax* Bewjtt, Company's Skip: (14:) Paper (E.) p. 530. 

Seizure and ill-usage of tlie Compradore, under pretence that he conducted Europeans 
to the city, p. 530, par. 1; p. 533, par, IS—^Tovtured and imprisoned, p. 534, 
par. 14, 15 Released, p, 535, par. 8. , ' , 

Natives in the Company > ill-treated by the Chinese, p 531, par. 2 Ship 

Geuerul Hewitt conveys presents connected with I^ord Amherst's embassy to Tring 

Sing; detafhed iwider pretence of irregularity, p. 531, par. 3 Misunderstanding 

from a different translation of a Chinese character, p, 531, par. 5 Refusal to 

receive address ; forbearance of the Committee on account of Lord Amherst’s embassy ; 
p. 532, par. 6 ; p. 534, pai'. 21— -The General Hcwitt to move to Whampoa, and 

wait the arrival of the Ambassador, p, .532, par. 8 Refusal to reemve the letter 

• explaining the intention, p. 532, par, 9 Difficult situation of the ship ; in case of 

violence, ordered to return fire, p. 533, par. lOr— Letter delivered by a deputation 
at the City Gates, p. 533, par. 11. 

General Hewitt allowed to load, but under conditions refused by the Committee, 

p. 535, par 22-~-Threat against persons in Company’s employ, p. 536, par. 9 

Loading, the Gfeneral Hewitt stopped, p. 536, par. 10*-— Port-clearance demanded, 
unless permitted to complete the lading, p. 536, par. 11— —Load on condition of 
waiting Lord Amherst’s arrival, p, 537, per, 3— —Chinese not to be trusted^ with 
translating opmmuiucations, p. 538, par. 5— —Vwroy satisfied with Committee’s 
reply ; vexatious interference of the merch»»ts, p. 53^, par. 0. 

Gnewgua, a bankrupt Hong merchant; Discussions for the liquidation of his debts, p. 474. 

Oolconda, Ship; Accidental death of a Chinese on board, by the recoil of a hawser, 
p. 578, par. 5,-*— *See Death fxf a Chinese^ 

Goqua.: Cl|aracter of his Hong ; pi SOBi par. 8. ^ 

Gri^taiittis of Buropeam, in tarrying on trad®, must be considered collectively ; 
par 4— Remonstrance to Chinese Governnaent on several, presented at t 
^ 4K 
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Gates of Canton^ 577i piK 5^, 93> ‘ 54^^ the Cotnmittee to 

abfiftain from trade till grievan^s redressed, 580, par. 18*~-iA ntemorial of, to tjfeie 
Iteiperor, p*580; p^V20. _ ' v''- , , i’' ' ' ' 

‘ f. : .j.' 5 ^ . ■ , .’ ■■ 

"•’H. , ,. 

Ilmg Tae; The Name of Ye^o-le-Tsea^^^^ Horig, p* 588, par* 7. 

Homicide; Chinase law as to, wheo occasioned by Fore^ers. SmDeMk 

Horn MBVJCHATSTSi EmhpLrrmmev^s of; (7t) Pepor {%). p, 488. . _ ^ 

Armiigement of claims of European oreditom, p* 488, par^ 2.>^^A{^icatioo to 
Chinese Ooi^rnment would liarebeen a pretext for itnposltiOiis, p. 488^ par, 
Chunqua desirous of beiiig.re^admitted to a share in tlie Company 's business, p. 4o8, 
par. 10-~- Allotment of business between the Hongs, p, 48V^, par, 11, 12, 13 
-^-^The debts will be Uqiisdatiod from their .profits; butif under 
of liio Chinese government, will be paid by the body of Hongs, and chargetl on the 
trade, p. 489, par. 14— ^Manner of contracting for tea, p. 489, jw. 15^-r Hong mei - 
chants, l8(Ki-7, insolvent, p. 489, par. 167-~The ruin of five expected, p, 490, pai*. 
1G9.»<— Advantage to the Company to prevent this;p. 4W, par. 170 — ^Moderation 

of the Uonpo Te-ta-Zin, p. 49u, par. 172 Meritorious conduct of private credi- 

tqr$., p* 490, par. 173— rHongs have now resources within themselves, p, 490, par. 174 
—Advance to mcrcliants, and rate of interest charged, p. 491, par. 175-- — Bank- 
ruptcy of the merchants will occasion additional taxation, p. 491, par. 12— Debts by 
failure of the Hongs will fall on the European trade, p. 492, par. 68-; — State of the 
Cowpaiiy’s iM C|iiua|^ 492, par. |4— ^Suspending the trade to be tlie last 
resort, p. 493, jai** 15-^ — Difficulty of conducting a trade unprotected by die Chinese 
493, par. l6w-^Apprehetisioa of dmuor Merdiants of the removal of 
those in debt oy the Chinese Government, p. 493, par. 38 — — Their debts would fell 
on the trade in the shape of duties, p. 493, par. 41-^ — ^Endeavours to protect them, 
p. 494, par. 8, 9, ItU-^Good effects therefrom, p, 494, par. 5— — Disp^ition of the 
First Merchant in favour of the Juniors, p. 495, par. 5, 6, 7-~'Unfavourable dispo- 
sition of the Viceroy towards them to be counteracted, p.496, pav. 12, 13~— Fa- 
vourable determination of Chinese Government, *p. 496, par. 25, 7 Their extri- 
cation from embarrassment necessary to the Company's interest, p. 497, par. 144 

Project of the Governineiit to remove them abandoned, when found contrary to its 
interest, p. 497, par. 147, 148— Imperial etlici in their favour, p. 498, par. 11 — i- 

Advances and endeavour to support their credit, p. 498, par. 12, 13, 14, 15 

Arraiiffemcuts made in, behalf of Chunqua’s creditors, p, 498, par. 21, 22, 23. 

Seef&wg. 

jfifojVG jl/EJicH.^3vra, State of Foreign Trade at Canton, and the B^tabliskmenl of 
additional Hongs ; (27.) Paper (E.) p, 578, 

Ap}>lication to remove embarrassmeiits of trade, p. 578, par. 3 Unfavourable 
reply,]). 378, paK 4— •Impdfrtarice of the object; preferred to loading the ships, 

p. 578, par. 5 Imperial order for establishing new Hongs disregarded by tlic local 

authorities, p. 579, par. with the Chinese Government purely commer- 
cial, p. 579, par, 15 Has become a powerful instrument ; reasons for firmly resist- 
ing the eiicroat'hments of Chinese authorities, p. 579, par.*16, Detemii- 

nation to abstain from trade till grievance redressed, p. 580, pur. 18, 19 — r-M[e- 
morial to tlie Emperor, p, 580, par. 2ft— Returned unnoticed, p. 581, par. 30, 31 

Viceroy’s answer eouciliatory, p. 581, par. 82— —Its substance, p. 681, par. 33 

— -r-Security of property in trading concerns highly favourable in China, p. 581, 
par. 34— —Favourable disposition of the Court of Pekin inferred, p. 582, par. 35—39 


INDEX. 

inNlflbN. 



imm TO rut SECOND APPENDIX. 617 

—Good effects from presenting addresses at the City Gates^ p* 583, par. first 3 
•~r*Hope of restoring the number pf Hoim, p. 5S3, par. first z-~Exhorbitant 
fees demanded for the appointment, p. 583, par. last accoijDanodation 

effected, p. 583, par. 2, S-~-DetaUs of the discussion, p, 584, par» 2'^5rT~Onp 
new Hong added, p. M4, par. (5— —Alleged difficulty of finding candidates ; new 
ones to te encouraged, p. 584, par. 7- —Necessity of competition by new Hongs, 
p. 585, par. {) Frauds in the bankr^tcy of Manhop, p. 585, par. 10 ^Augmen- 

tation of the Hong favourable, p. 58l5, par. 11*— Favourable inference,, p. 586, 
par. 12---~Co!mneree resumed, p. 586,. par. 14— Pun-suy-lan a candidate for a 

new Hong ; obstacle from fees demanded, p. 586, par, 15 Obstacle removed, 

p. 587, par. 3— Pun-suydan appointed, with others, p, 587, par. 5— — Character, 
circumstances and connections of the new Hongs, p. 588, par. 6—9 — —Security given 
gidej^ndent of the old Hongs, p. 588, par. 11-*— -These appointments will open com- 
petition, p; 589, par, 12— Conduct towards the bankrupt Houg of Chuuqua, p. 589, 
par. 13 -—Interference by the Committee for the benefit of foreigners advances the 
Company’s interests, j). 589, par. 45^— Addition of two more Hongs, p. 590, par. G 
—Address for creating more, p. 590, par, 26— Advantage acknowledged by the 
Chinese, p. 590, par. 5. 

Hong Merchants, The characters of the several Hongs, p, 506, par. 8, 9; p. 588, 
par, 6— 9— Complain of frauds in contracts for tea, p. 515, par. 9— Join with 
the Committee in repressing them, p, 516, par. 11— Demand on them for a contri- 
bution to the'Emperor on his 60th year, p. 517, par. 16, 17 Encourage exorbitant 

charges for boats oetween Canton and Macao, p* 571, par. 1 19, 16; p. 572, par. 52 

Suspected of conniving at contraband trade in opium, p, 591, par. 38, 39. 

Hong Merchants, Junior. Their ruin desired by the Chinese Government, p. 500, par. 

3, 7 ; p* 497, par. 147 Would be injurious to trade, p. 502, par. 10 Supported 

by the Committee, p. 494, par. 8 — 10; p. 497, par. 149 ; p. 498, par. 11, 12, la 

&>»e Bankrupt Merchants, 

Hongs ; Names of, can never be changed ; but names of individuals constantly altered 
according t5 their caprice, p. 588, par. 7. 

Howqua, His character as a Hong merchant, p, 506, par. 8 — ^Influence over foreigii 

trade, p. 506, par. 9 Overrules the combination of American merchants, p. 506, 

par, 10. 

I. & J. 

Jameson Captain ; His services in delivering an address at the City Gates of Cauton 
p. 533, par. 11, 12. 

iNDSFATjQAnis, His Majesty's Ship ; (6.) Paper (E.) p.487. 

First Lieutenant of, attacked and ill-treated while on shore, and a gun stolen by the 

Chinese, p. 487, par. 298 Remonstrance to Government; complaint redressed. 

p. 488, par. 299, 

hmes. Captain John, Supplies a guard to th^Factory, p. 469 His conduct approved, 

p. 470. 


K. 

Kinqua ; Character of his Hong, p. 556, par. 8. 
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iiiktinf ^frn^at,bet:we«n.th« crew «f the Twate«Bcl Cbiaewj.IbvM8ii,,f..^^ Deatk of 
Natives. lUehardson, Sviptnsion of Trade bp Chittese. Topaze. . . 

XonrfoB, Ship ; Affray with the nativee, p. 5 4 4>«-S(te D^riwwiow. . 

Lyra Brig; Accompaidee H» Majestj’e Ship Alceste on Lord Attthnrel’s BnbtMy, 
p. S3i)j per, 23 ; p. 542, par. 6. 


M. . 

Ma^ah CuHTOU^HovAU^ (hiiduct the People (20.) Paper (B.) p« 56S« 

Aggression of the people, p. 568, par, 47, 68— ^-Representations to Government 
neglected, p. 568, par. 69— *-Abtises ostensibly removed, 'but tacitly allowed, p. 568, 
par. 72— —Instances, p. 569, par. 73— Smuggling falsely charged against comman- 
ders of ships, p. 569, par. 75-^ — ^Exactions suppressed, p. 569, par. &4. 

MjtKKNXiB, Mr,, Death of; Paper (B.) p. 447 to 468. 

Iltifor of his d4ath in an afiVay, p. 447 — —Accused persons arrested, p. 447 

inquest of a Jury, p. 448— —Men liberated on conditions, p. 449— ^Agalu arrested on 
demand of the, Viceroy, p. 449— —Circumstances of the affray ; Captain Macken/ii* 
interfet^s in a quarrel abo^^ a locked door, and is wounded, p. 449-— Persons ac- 
cused oomtnittM tb custody, p. 450— Depositions of witnesses, p. 450— —Hong 
Memhants directed by Chinese Government to make inquiry, p. 451— Chinese ma- 
gistmtes claim jurisdibtuHi, pi.452ri-461— — 'Instanc^^ of the exercise pf their authority, 
]p. 452-461 — *-^ase sftated by them of a seaman given up by the French in 1780, and 
put to'death by the Ohin(tse, p.'453^ 454— Inquines by Chinese magistrates, p. 455. 

Select Committee cJOnsider the business, p, 456— Keasows for not allowing thi) 
interference of the Chinese, p. 456— Accused to be sent to Bombay, p. 457— 

‘ Order for that pwi^poSe, p, 459 Account of the affair transmitted thither, p, 458. 

—Committee's statement of the case of the seamen given up by the l^ench, p. 457. 

The body of the deceased and the person of the accused dentended by the ChiiiOst‘ 

Government, p. 462 Orders inquest to be made, p. 462 Reply that the accused. 

was gone, and declining to disturb the body, p. 4^ Viceroy insists on right of 

jurisdiction, p. 464 Further demand for giving up the accused, p. 465— Reply, 

p. 466 Proposal by Chinese magistrates that the accused should bo tried by fh(‘ 

English under the superintendence of Chinese, p. 466. 

Exjpjii&ai^tion of the afiiiir to the Court of Directors, p. 467, par. 4 Reasons for 

refusi^ to deliver up the accusetl, p. 467, par. 7 ^Usual routine of business not 

affected, p. 467, par. 8, 

Mackenzie, Mr., Death of. Captain of a Dutch ship, p. 447— Parsees implicated 
in, demanded by the Chinese Government, p. 414— The affair mixed up with the 
motive for expelling Female Residents from Canton, p. 441, par. 14. 

Ma4oo4e(ing, a new Hong; thcjlong's name, Shun Tac, p. 588, par. 9. 

Munhop, Hong; Bankruptcy; frauds of,*p. 585, par. 10. 

Maxwell, (.Vptain of His Majesty’s ship Alceste. See Aleesle, 

Metcalfe, Sir TheophUas, Assists in executing the instructions respecting Lord Am- 
herst’s embassy, p. 508, par. 6-^^— Conveys Lom Buckinghamshire’s letter on the subject 
^0 Canton ; waives his privilege of being seated m the Viceroy’s presence, p. 508, par, 2. 



IKDfiX. 


Morrison, Dr. Addr^sa to Chinese authorities, remonstrating^ agfainst the prohibition of . 

. femalea residinjf at Canton, drawn up by him, p. 413— His assistance in adjustinf the MOR-«PRf. 
difficulties arUing from an affray with drew of tne ship t<oiidon and some natim, p. 545, 
pw^* 7,i^His thorough knowledge of the Chinese language very advantageous^ p. 546, 
par. 1*2. 

Mowqua ; Character of his Hong, p. 506i par. S.- , 

Murder, See Death, ‘ . 

N. 

Names of Persons, in China, constantly altered according to the caprice of the indivi- 
•• ^dual ; but names of Hongs ctin never be changed, p. 588, par. 7. - 


0 . 


Opwm Trade: (28.) Paper (E.) p. 591, 

Chinese threaten to check the trade, p. 591, par. 34 -Pinqua deprived of his 

Button, p. 591, par. 3G Committee disinclined to interfere, p. 59 1, par. 37 

Proceedings of the Chinese government to suppress illicit trading, at which the Hongs 

are suspected of conniving^ p. 591, par. 38 ; p. 592, par. 39, 47 ^Bonds required of 

the Company’s ships, p, 592, par. 40 ; p. 593, par. 21, 22— —Objectionable, p, 592, 
par. 41— —But imputations on the Company’s ship disavowed, p, 592, par. 45—— 
Confiscation of cargoes of illicit ships, p. 592, pr. 4 p— — ^B onds required of the Hongs 
for ships, against illicit trading in opium, p, 593, par. 16 — 20— Extent of evil if com- 
plied with, p. 593, par. 23 j p. 594, par.2C>' May become pretexts of injustice, p. 594, 

par. 25— Will justify opposition, p. 594, par. 27~— Remonstrance to the Viceroy, 
p. 594, par. 28— Who persists, p. 594. par. 29— Who will make no distinction 

between t lie Company’s and other ships, p. 594, par. 1 On reconsideration, exempts 

them from the law, p. 595, par. 2, 2— -Private opium ships required to depart, 
p, 595, par. 18, 111-— -Company’s trade made responsible for the depar^re of private 

opium shfps, p. 596, par. 81, 82 Notice to the Bengal government of the intention 

of the Committed to enforce the rc.slricticns of the Chinese authorities, p. 596, par. 
83, 84. 


P. 

Plgolt, Mr., affray with the Chinese, p. 544, par, 4. 

Pinqua, the Second Hong Merchant, p. 490, par. 10 Endeavours to establish a Cohong, 

p. 501, par. 5 Unfriendly to the English, and partiality to the Americans, p. 501, 

par. 0 ; p. 504, par. 7 His iiifliK'nce derived from wealth, and obligations conferred 

on the Junior Hongs, p. 505, par. 41 -Will not coalesce with Chuiiqua, n. 506, 

par. 42 ^Interested to favour the Americans, p. 519, par. 3, 4— — Deprived of his 

Button, p. 591, par. 36. 

Ponqua, a bankrupt Hong Merchant ; Discussionsjor liquidation of his debts, p. 474. 

pRjrthEoEH, hfringement of: <26.) Papet (E.) p. 575. 

Disposition to Rescind established privileges ; disregard of representations, p. 575, 
par, 41— Address returned, with directions to the merchants to alter it, p. 575, par. 42 

^Disavowal cf any alterations by the merchants, p. 575, par 43— Messenger of an 

address seized, p. 575, par. 44-— Reply to it coiitumeliously pasted on the walls, 
p. 576, par, 44. • 





PKO-n^El). 


6m imM fp m sworn ajppendix . 

Excursions on the water for ainusaaient restricted* p* 576* per. 45-~Abusive pro- 
elainetion issncwl* p, 576> per 46— ^^Remonstrance on these grievances* p. 576, par 47— 
— Beftwssd to be received, p. 577* par 52— Presented at City Gates by a 

deputation and detachments of boats’ creers,p# 577* par. 53i..4^11ieexi^ success* 
ful, p. 577» par. 54-^— Conciliatory conduct of Chinese, p. 577, par. 

Property, Commercial; Security of, in Chinaj p. 581, par. 84/ 

Puan^he-qm^ the First Hong Merchant ; allotment of business to hhn, p. 495, par. S——* 
Good conduct, p. 495, par. 6—— Assists the Junior Merchants, p. 49o, par. 7— —Ad- 
dress and capacity, p, 494, par. 4—— Checks the intrigues of Chunqua, p. 505, par. 10, 
1 1^-^His character as a Hong Merchant, p. 506, par. 8. 

Punishment, See Cangue, ^ 

Pun’Suy4an. A candidate for a new Hong, p. 585, par. 8; p. 587, par. 15, 2, 8— — 
Admitted, p. 587, par, 5— ^His Hong named Chong Wo, p. par. 8-i~<]Iorrect 
name iPuan-wun-taou, p. 588, par. 8. 


R. 

Right of AHHRESBtm the Canton Covernment ; (21.) Paper (E.) p. 570. 

The privilege allowed exclusively to the Committee, and of great importance, p. 570, 
par. 3— Satisfactory conduct of the Chinese officers, p. 570, par. 44.— See CMnese 
Character and Language, 

Richardson^ Captain of His Majesty’s ship Topase, p. 548, par. 3— -^-Affray between 
his crew and Chinese, in ivhicli two C'hinese are killecl, p. 548, par. 2''‘— Writes to the 
Viceroy explaining the circumstances, and stating that they shall be reported to hi.s 

soverei^, p. 552, par. 4, 5, 6 ; p. 557, par. 11 Not noticed by the Viceroy, 

p. 555, par. 8— Rejects a subterfuge proposed by the Hong merchants* p. 554, par. 
15^ 17— --Writes again to the Viceroy, p. 554, par. 18 ; p. 557, par, 8 — ■ Receives no 
reply, juid sails, p* 556, par. 11 ; p. 5M, par. 4.— See Suspension of Trade by the 

Chinese, 

Roberts, Mr., connected with the defaulting merchants Gnewqua and Ponqua ; advances 
them money, p. 485, par. 4, 7— Ordered to leave Canton by the Viceroy, p. 485, par. 
4^ 5— Prevented by the interference of the Committee, p.486, par., 137, 138.— See 
Suspension of Trade, \* 


S. 

iSjrDiy-CifiiiRS used by Europeans ; Paper (A.) p. 408—446. 

Order of Governor Le, prohibiting foreigners going about in Sedan-Chairs ; a 
foreigner seen to go into the h^ctory seated in a chair contrary to order ; in^iry to be 
made whether the Hong merchanU have connived at the practice, p. 408--— Foreigners 
to go to their boats on foot ; the Hong merchants to see the order observed, p. 409—— 
Resolution of Committee, prohibiting persons coming in SediUi*Cbairs into the Fac- 
tory, p, 410 — ^Address written by Dr, Morrison, remonstrating against the prohibition, 

p. 41 1, foreigners sick in going to and from the Factory, not to ascend Shotdder- 

carriages, p. 416— foreign merchants in former days did not use them ; overstep ibeir 
station by using, them now, p 41?.--— Hitherto not used, therefore no hfiu'dsnip iu 
walking, p. 419. 



INBMVwihM SECOND APPEI#M' 

INDFX. 

Edict fpomIseuBg Keun diaallowiiigf theuse of Seda«-Clia!ra,p. 4i9*-~jiddress from 
Select 'Committee, remonstrating against the proliibitions; p. 45K),— fmpenal reply, SHO— St ^ S 
repeatii^ the prohibitiofns j memorial from Chinese authorities to the Itopei^p on Uie 

use of Seckn Chairs by the merchants, p. 438 Order il*oin Chinese Governor Lc 

against the use, p. 4i39-^~Extract of letter to Court of Directors ; restrictions remold 
on Chinese being employed as Chair-beai'ers, p.,445> par. Ou 

tShoMer^Carriages described, p. 418, — -^Sec Sedan-Chair 

Shun Tae ; Tlie name of Ma-toO-leang’s Hong, p. 588, par. 9. 

Signature, in attestation of affidavits, made by a coloured impression of the deponent's 
p. 574, par. 20. 

Smuggling, See Contraband Practices. 

Stamiton, Sir George^ p. 492, par. 13— False imputations against hkn by Chuiiqua, 
p. 502, par. 1 1~— Ilis arrangements defeat Chunqna’s intrigue for removing the Junior 

Hongs, p. 5Q4, par. 8 Is personally attacked by Chiinqua, p. 504, par. 9— —Attached 

to Lord Amherst’s embassy, p. 508, par. 6-^ His accompanying the embassy objected 

to by the Hong, p. 509, par 5 Supposed to arise because of his knowledge of the 

Chinese language, and of the proceedings of the local government, p. 510, par* 7^— - 

His mission to Canton in 1814, p. 522, par. 7, 8, 10, U, 12 His conduct commended, 

p..ri24, par. 19, 

Stormont, Ship; A Portuguese sailor belonging to, killed by a French seaman, p. 457. 

Success Galley ; a French seaman belonging to, having killed a seaman of the Stormont, 
is given up to the French Consul, and put to death by the Chinese, p, 457. 

Svsi*ENSioN OF Trade: 

1. By the Committee, 

% By the Chinese. . 

1. By the Committee: 

In .consequence of the ’Viceroy directing Mr, Roberts to quit Canton; (5.) Paper 
(E.). p. 485. 

Imputations against Mr. Roberts, as connected wdth Gnewqua’s and PonquaV 
Affairs, p. 485, par. 4.— Required to leave Canton, p. 485, par. 5— Advanced 
money to the defaulting merchants, p. 485, par. 7 Retraction of Chinese Govern- 
ment. p. 486, par. 8 Commercial intercourse declined till the order for his removal 

is rescinded, p. 486, par. 137 Viceroy concedes, p. 486, par. 138— Business re- 
sumed, p. 480, par. 139 Other insolences cliecked by this proceeding, p. 487, par. 27. 

Inconsequence of the (liscussions, in 1814-15, respecting prohibition to employ 
natives, and the arrest of the linguist Ajeu, p, 519. 

Resolved on by the Comnuttce to enforce the redress of certain grievances in respect 
to foreign trade, and the appointing of additional Hongs, p. 580, par. 18— Chinese 
conduct influenced by the fear of, p. 442, par. 18 — ^To .be resorted to only as a last 

measure, p.493, par. 15 Is an evil felt by^the Chinese Government, p.510, par. 13; 

p* 553, par. 12— No other w^ay pf influencing it, p. 503. par. 14— ~Su.speuded in 
1814, p. 522, par. 5-!^ — ApprohewsioaB from suspension during the discussions about 
increasing the Hongs, p. 585, par. 10, t* • • 

In consequence of some Chinese being killed in an affray, at Lintin, with the crew of 
His Majesty’s ship Topaze ; (18.) Paper (E.) p. 548, 


1 

J 



litfsx. 


Affiray with the itihabitauU at Lixitin^ p. 548i mu 2^ S~*-lajastice of making the 
SUS, Company answerable for the conduct of Kmg^s snips, p. M8, par* 3, 7-— -Trade sus- 
pended in consequence, p* 549, par. of adjusting the business, p* 549, 

par, 5— —Committee determine unresisting tlie Viceroy's measures, and steps taken, 
p. 550, par, fr—— Treasure to be removed, p, 550, par, 7*10— Viceroy insists on the 

men being delivered up, p, 550, p. 2 Factory withdraw to the snips, with the 

treasure, 550, p, par. 3— ~Viceroy retracts his threats, p. 651, par. 4 But not his 

intention of renewing the discussion, p. 551, par. 6, ()—— Retiring from Canton per- 
severed in, p. 550, par, 3 ; p. 551, par 6 A conference with C'aptain Richardson 

recommended, p. 551, par, 7— — ^Vioeroy insists on his demands; ships removed 

through Bocca Tigris, p. 552, par. 2; p, 553, par. 9, 10, 11 Hong represents the 

Viceroy disposed to accommodation, and suggests a letter of explanation from Captain 
Richardson, p. 552, par. 4, 5 — —Writes, but no notice taken of it, p. 552, parji^JjS 
——Preparation made for a complete removal from Canton, p. 553, par. 13— Sen- 
sation on the Canton government, p. 554, par. 14 Uong merchants propose a sub- 
terfuge, p. 554, par. 16 Could not be acquiesced in by Captain Richardson, p. 554, 

par. 17 A letter of explanation written by him to the Viceroy, p. 554, par. 18 

Which the merchants promise to deliver, p. 5 “-4, pur. 19, 20 Maiukrins repair to 

the Topaze to make inquiry, p. 555, par. 3-7 Doubtful of success, p. 556, par. 8 

— —Plea of self-defence not admitted by Chinese law, p. 555, par. 9; p. 556, par, 3 
——Imperial decision, p. 559, par. 1-5— Captain Richardson resolves to sail; p. 55('), 
par. 1 1— Sails, p, 556, par. 4 — Representation to the English Government pro- 
mised, p. 557, par, 8, 9-- — As the ship has sailed, no further explanation can be given 

if demanded, p. 557, par. 11 Trade ro-opened, and invitation to return to Canton, 

p. 557, par. 12. ^ . 

. Discussions renewed by Viceroy, and the return of the accused seamen demanded, 

p. 558, par. 70-7J:S Commitlee deny having promised to return the men, p. 560, 

par. 6— —Edict issued making the Chief of the Factory answerable for the conduct 

of King's ships, p. 559, par. 1-3 ; p. 561, par. 11 Remonstrance against the conduct 

and doctrines of the Cliinese Government as to homicides, p. 501, par. 10 Return 

of the accused seamen expected by the Chinese, p. 561, par, 3 Stoppage of trade 

threatened, p. 562, par, 4— Men again demanded on the arrival of the Bombay, 

p, 563, par. 2 Committee suspend the trade, p. 563, par, 6, 7 Trade 

resumed on the invitation of the Hoppo, p. 563, par. 8- Factory return to Canton, 

p. 564, par. 10. 

Opinion of the Board of Control ; an affair between the Governments, and not with 

the Company, p, 564, par. 0 Expedients proposed by the Hongs to give* a 

belief that the men had died on the voyage ; rejected by the Coriimittce, p. 564, 
par. 6— The affair probably concluded, p. 565, par, 2, 3. 

2. By the Chinese : 

In consequence of disputes respecting the affray at Lintin, with the crew of the 
Topaze, p, 548. 

Detention of ships in consequence of a Chinese being killed by an English seaman, 
p. 477»~— See Detention of Ships^ 

Detention of the ship General Hewitt, p. 530.— See General Hewitt Ship, 

In consequence of the deficiency iu tjjie llong s accounts, p. 472. See Fire from 

Chinese Forts, 

In consequence of the Hongs refusing to comply with extortionate demands of the 
Hoppo, p. 482. See Detention of Ships, 
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Tsi CoitTBMrs, Frauds in: (11.) Paper (E.) p. 515. 

Hong merchants resolve to complain to the Government, p, 515, par; &**■«— Pro - 

. verbial dishonesty of tiie dealers, p. 515, par. 10 Committee join in representations 

to the Viceroy, p. 516, par. 11, 12, 13 Favourably received", p. 516, par. 14—— 

Edict for their punishment, p. 517, par. 57. 

Tsa Mkhchakts. Combination of •, (10.) Pi^er (E.) p. all. 

Hong merchants to be assbted in preventii^, p.511, par. 10 ^'I’ea merchants 

refuse to allow appreciation and reduction in pnee, p. 511, par. 1 1— Resistance 

necessary, though at present loss, p. 511, par. 12 Persist in their demands, p. 512, 

^,ar. 29 ^Plan of resistance, p. 512, par. 30, 31 Prices, p. 512, par. 32 Terms 

proposed to the chief tea merchants, and refused, p. 513, par. 33. 34, 35, ;10— 

Koposal to the poorer tea merdants, p. 513, par. 37 Which is likely to 

succeed, p. 514, par, 46 Combination dissolved, p. 514, par. 3 Ma^trates 

denounce punishment against combinations, p. 515, par. 6. 

Tea MercHanls ; Manner of contracting with them, p. 489, par. 15. 

Thornhill, Mr. j Resides with his wife at Canton; forbidden by the Chinese Government 
p. 431, 436. 

Tjjigpze, His Majesty's ship ; affray with the crow of, and Chinese, in which two Chinese 
are killed, p. .548.— See Suspension of Trade. 

Tradk, BvHTttENs on: (2.) Paper (E.) p. 476. 

Representations to the Viceroy unattended to, p. 476, par. 188— Requested to 

be communicated to the Emperor, p. 476, par. 91 Unfavourable answer, p. 477 

par. 121, 122. 

Trade. Difficulty of conducting it, unprotected by the Chinese Government, p. 493, 
par. 16 — r-Liable to be mterrupted by the caprice of the Viceroy, p. 503, par. 16; 
p. 520, par. 13— -Would be benefitted by frequent embassies to the Chinese Govern- 
ment, p. 503, par. 17. 

Trade. See Foreign Trade. 

U. 

Vrmston, Mr., p. 538, par. 6. 

W. 

Wahash, American ship, attacked by a party of Chinese ; several seamen killed, and ship 
plundered ; offenders punished, p. 543, par. 62. 

WitKEB, Captain, Attack on him in Canton: (23.)tin Paper (E.) p. ,572. 

Assaulted in the street; complaint to 6 oveniment; offenders punished ; disorderly 
spirit-shop suppressed, p. 572, par. 4. 
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m INDEX » THE SECOND APPENDIX. 

Heater Excumons, for the ainusenient of the Europeans, forbidden by the Chinese autho- 
rities, p. 570 , par. 45. 

WhUenian, l^r., a merchant, resKlo«t with his wife at Canton, forbidden by the Oiinefie 
Government* p. 431, 432, 436. 


Y. 

Yen^ke^Tmatg, a new Honj> ; his Hong's name HingTae, p. 588, par. 7« 








